
WORLD HISTORY, NOV 9 
• Entry Task: Check-in with groups about project. 
• Announcements: 

• Project:  last 15 min of class 
• Test coming up on Friday, Nov 13 – Please check 

out your Study Guide! 
• We’ll go over the pictures today (4th tomorrow) 



WORLD HISTORY, NOV 10 
• Entry Task: The Transatlantic Slave Trade – come up with 

a list of THREE facts you learned about the slave trade 
from the movie last Thursday. 

• Announcements: 
• Project:  do I have yours?  If not, make sure I can 

watch it on Friday (Nov 13) or Monday (Nov 16) 
• Test coming up on Friday, Nov 13 – Please check out 

your Study Guide! 
• Today: focus on that 4th picture! 



THE MAIN IDEA 
• To meet their growing labor needs, 

Europeans enslaved millions of 
Africans in forced labor in the 
Americas. 



 



SETTING THE STAGE 
• Sugar plantations and tobacco farms 

required a large supply of workers to 
make them profitable for their owners.  
Since most of the Native Americans that 
were used for labor had died, they 
turned to Africa for a new source of 
labor. 



THE EVOLUTION OF AFRICAN SLAVERY 
• Slavery in Africa, as in other parts of the world, had 

existed for ages 
 
• Slavery is thought to be as old as civilization itself 
 
• New agricultural techniques created a need for more 

labor, and prisoners of war were put to use 





EVOLUTION OF AFRICAN SLAVERY 
• African rulers justified the sale 

of slaves through their Muslim 
beliefs. 

• Between the years 650 and 
1600, black and white Muslims 
transported 4.8 million African 
to Muslim lands in SW Asia. 

• In African and Muslim 
societies, slaves had rights 
and the opportunity for social 
mobility. 

• Slavery in African and Muslim 
societies was NOT hereditary. 
 



THE DESIRE FOR AFRICANS 
• Who were the first Europeans to Explore 

Africa??? 
• Europeans were more interested in trading for 

gold than for slaves. 
• The colonization of the Americas changed the 

focus of trade. 
• WHY?? There were slaves in Europe, but they 

weren’t in as high of demand – why?  Discuss 
with your table. 



WHY THE DESIRE FOR AFRICANS? 
• There were several advantages in using 

Africans: 
• They had been exposed to European 

diseases 
• They had experience in farming 
• They had little knowledge of the land and 

there were no familiar tribes 



THE DESIRE FOR AFRICANS 
• This trade for slaves became the Atlantic Slave 

Trade 
• ~1500-1600 – around 3% of Atlantic slave trade 
• 1600-1700 – 16% of the Atlantic slave trade 
• 1700-1800 – More than 50%  
• 1800-1853 – almost 30% 

 



 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
"The Slave Trade" by Auguste François Biard, 1840



SPAIN AND PORTUGAL LEAD THE WAY 
During the 1600’s, Brazil dominated the sugar 

market – and as it grew, so did the need for 
slaves. 

• During the late 17th century, nearly 40% of the 
slaves from Africa were taken to Brazil. 

• Brazil, by the end of the slave trade, had 10 
times the amount of slaves than in North 
America. 
 



SLAVERY SPREADS 
• England then dominated the slave trade 

from the 1690 until 1807. 
• (But anyone could become a slave 

trader) 
• By 1830, there were nearly 2 million African 

slaves in North America. 
• African merchants, with the help of local 

rulers, captured fellow Africans to be 
enslaved (sometimes criminals) – 45 distinct 
ethnic groups were taken to the Americas 

• They delivered them to the Europeans in 
exchange for gold, guns and other goods. 
 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Guns, ammunition, factory made goods







Captured! . . . I was born, in the year 1745, in a charming fruitful vale, 
named Essaka. . . . * My father was one of [the] elders or chiefs . . . As I 
was the youngest of the sons, I became, of course, the greatest favourite 
with my mother, and was always with her; and she used to take particular 
pains to form my mind. . . . In this way I grew up till I was turned the age 
of eleven, when an end was put to my happiness in the following manner 
. . . One day, when all our people were gone out to their works as usual, 
and only I and my dear sister were left to mind the house, two men and a 
woman got over our walls, and in a moment seized us both, and, without 
giving us time to cry out, or make resistance, they stopped our mouths, 
and ran off with us into the nearest wood. Here they tied our hands, and 
continued to carry us as far as they could, till night came on, when we 
reached a small house, where the robbers halted for refreshment, and 
spent the night. We were then unbound, but were unable to take any food 
. . . The next morning we left the house, and continued traveling all the 
day. For a long time we had kept the woods, but at last we came into a 
road which I believed I knew. I had now some hopes of being delivered; 
for we had advanced but a little way before I discovered some people at a 
distance, on which I began to cry out for their assistance: but my cries 
had no other effect than to make them tie me faster and stop my mouth, 
and then they put me into a large sack.  

* Essaka was a village in the ancient Benin Kingdom, which was a 
powerful African kingdom located in present-day Nigeria.  

“The Interesting 
Narrative of the Life 
of Olaudah Equiano, 
or Gustavus Vassa, 
the African, Written 

by Himself,”  













FORCED JOURNEY 
• The capture and voyage across the Atlantic was 

dehumanizing and deadly: 
• Africans died between capture and sailing 

(Patrick Manning’s estimate: 4 million) 
• Africans died in the crossing (Manning’s 

estimate: 1.5 million) 
• Around 10.5 million slaves arrived in the 

Americas 
 
 



FORCED JOURNEY 
• Early days – mortality rates as high as 50% - eventually 

declined to about 5% 
• Many Africans jumped overboard to their deaths rather 

than be enslaved. 
• Diseases ravaged the “passengers” 
• Cruel treatment ravaged more 
• Air holes cut in the deck – closed during storms 
• Elbows and wrists were scraped to the bone by the 

motion of the sea 
 
 



FORCED JOURNEY 
• Loose Pack and Tight Pack 

• Galleons such as 566-ton Parr (1797) had a 
crew of 100 and could stow 700 slaves 

• Typical – 140 slaves 
• A solidly built slave ship that carried 300-400 

slaves (start up cost $35,000) profited 
$30,000-100,000 per trip 

 



CONDITIONS 
• Crowded, unsanitary conditions 

•  Slaves ride on planks 66” x 15”  
• only 20”– 25” of headroom 

• Males chained together in pairs  
• Kept apart from women and children 
• High mortality rates 

• ~40-90 days to reach the Caribbean 
 













PROVISIONS FOR THE  
MIDDLE PASSAGE 
• Slaves fed twice per day 

• Poor and insufficient diet 
• Vegetable pulps, stews, and fruits  
• Denied meat or fish 
• Ten people eating from one bucket 
• Unwashed hands spread disease 
• Malnutrition ~ weakness ~ depression ~ death 



 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
the notorious case of Captain John Kimber of the merchant ship Recovery. In the House of Commons on 2 April 1792, William Wilberforce accused Kimber of brutally assaulting and murdering a teenage slave girl, who refused to dance on deck. 



PORTUGUESE 
• 1444 – a “cargo” of 235 enslaved Africans 

brought to Portugal 
• By the end of the 15th c, they built the forts 

on Africa’s Gold Coast 
• Total: 4.65 million  



SPAIN – HOLLAND - ENGLAND 
• England will eventually gain a monopoly on 

the slave trade (by 1713) 



RESISTANCE AND REVOLT AT SEA 
• Uprisings were common (estimate – 250 

rebellions) 
• Most rebellions before sailing 
• Some preferred death to bondage 
• Justification for harsh treatment by 

slavers 



AFRICAN WOMEN ON SLAVE SHIPS 
• Less protection against unwanted sexual 

attention from European men 
• African women worth half the price of African 

men in the Caribbean markets 
• Separation from male slaves made them easier 

targets 



THE END OF THE JOURNEY 
• Survival - men died at a greater rate than women 

• Adapt to new foods 
• Learn a new language 

• Creole dialect well enough to obey commands 
• Psychological ~ no longer suicidal 

• Africans retain culture despite the hardships and cruel 
treatment 

• Created bonds with shipmates that replaced blood kinship 



LANDING AND SALE IN THE  
WEST INDIES 

• Pre-sale 
• Bathe and exercise 
• Oil bodies to conceal blemishes and 

bruises 





THE ENDING OF THE  
ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE 

• Cruelties help end Atlantic slave trade 
• Great Britain bans Atlantic slave trade in 1807  

• Patrols African coast to enforce  
• Men like Thomas Clarkson and William Wilberforce 

spoke with blazing moral conviction, and their single 
most powerful propaganda weapon was the 
reproduction of an image of a slave ship. 

• United states congress outlaws slave trade in 1808 
• Guinea and western central African kingdoms oppose 

banning slave trade 



 



 



 



CONCLUSION 
• Nine to eleven million Africans brought to the 

Americas during three centuries of trade 
• Millions more died 
• Most arrived between 1701 and 1810 
• Only 600,000 reached the British colonies of 

north America 
 



CONSEQUENCES OF THE  
ATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE 

• In Africa, numerous cultures lost generations of their 
strongest members, both men and women. 

• The slave trade introduced guns to the African 
continent 

• African slaves contributed greatly to the cultural and 
economic development of the Americas. 

• Africans brought their culture to the Americas 
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