
 
                    

              
                

                  
    

 
              

               
               

 
                

                    
 

               
            

                  
                 
             

 
       

              
                 

                 
 

    
                  
              

                 
                  

  
                 

       
 

              
                

                
              

    
              

  
             

   
 
              
             

Dear  Lake  Stevens  School  District  elementary  families,  

I hope you are healthy and safe, and taking care of each other during this challenging time. As you know, 
Governor Jay Inslee, in consultation with State Superintendent of Public Instruction Chris Reykdal, made 
the decision to continue the emergency closure of school buildings for the remainder of the 2019-20 
school year. While this was disappointing news, I believe it was the right decision for the health and 
safety of all. 

Guidance and directives from our state and national education partners have resulted in continued 
revisions of our plans and communication during the emergency school closure. We know that these 
changes have been confusing and frustrating. Thank you for your patience and flexibility thus far. 

I’m reaching out to you today to provide detailed information about how our district’s learning focus 
is changing for the remainder of the school year, and what that means for your child and your family. 

When the emergency school closure started, our goal—based on guidance from the Office of the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI)—was to deepen, strengthen, and enrich students’ prior 
learning from this school year. Based on the new guidance from OSPI, our goals have changed now that 
the emergency closure has been extended for the remainder of the school year. We will now provide 
new learning for students, in addition to building on their prior learning. 

What can I expect for my child? 
Our teachers will consistently communicate with, and connect with students to review what student’s 
have already learned, and to teach new concepts and skills. In addition to the resources that teachers 
will provide, we will also continue to utilize the learning resources on our district website. 

Continued connection with students 
● It is essential that all of our students have equal access to learning. We are continuing our work 

to reduce barriers that may prevent students from engaging in distance learning. Your child’s 
teacher needs to know if your student is unable to access the lessons that are being provided. 
We want to work with all students to find a way to present learning that is accessible and 
beneficial. 

○ If you are not able to reach your child’s teacher(s) please reach out to the building 
principal via email or by calling 425-335-1500. 

● All teachers will maintain routine and regular communication with their students via email and 
phone calls. Tomorrow, you will receive a schedule from your child’s teacher. It will include a 
block of academic time. This is the time when teachers will connect with their students. 

○ Teachers are aware of this expectation, and we also expect our students to participate 
in this learning. 

○ We will be tracking which students are engaging in the learning provided by their 
teacher. 

○ Again, if your child needs assistance accessing the learning, please communicate with his 
or her teacher. 

● Learning activities and resources will be provided from your child’s teacher primarily in digital 
formats, coupled with non-tech options using items students likely have at home. 

https://sites.google.com/lkstevens.wednet.edu/lssd-learning-resources-for-fa
https://sites.google.com/lkstevens.wednet.edu/lssd-learning-resources-for-fa
https://www.lkstevens.wednet.edu/directory
https://www.lkstevens.wednet.edu/directory


                
    

 
             

               
            

 
            

              
           

      
  

    
              

          
 

  
                  

             
             

              
   

              
                

             
  
                  

             
 

    
                 

              
    

               
   

 
     

                
               

                
               

       
 

 
                

                   
                

                  

○ Your child’s teacher needs to know if your student is unable to access the lessons that 
are being provided. 

● Families will receive communication from their child’s teacher every Friday afternoon. This will 
include the daily learning activities for the coming week. This will allow families to anticipate 
what learning will take place in order to assist their child. 

● Teachers will provide feedback on student work to support their growth. 
○ Feedback will be provided in a variety of ways—primarily email—and in written form on 

Google Documents; verbally in class meetings; and through Google Classroom, Seesaw, 
or Class Dojo learning management systems. 

Scheduled elementary learning 
Students need reliable, scheduled learning and support. Tomorrow, you will receive a schedule from 
your child’s teacher. This common elementary learning schedule will include: 

Academic block 
● An academic block of time that will focus on reading, writing and math. This block will include 

some time with your child’s teacher for direct instruction, planned lessons, skills practice, 
listening to recorded lessons, obtaining feedback on learning, engaging in class meetings, and 
other learning activities. It will also give your child time to work independently on 
teacher-provided activities. 

○ Families will receive a new schedule each Friday for the following week’s activities. 
○ Your child’s teacher will give you information about the tools they will use to share this 

learning. If you have trouble accessing these resources, please let your child’s teacher 
know. 

○ These blocks of time are flexible, so if a family is not able to access the learning during 
the time suggested, they can do so when it fits their schedule. 

Movement, music and play 
● A block of time for movement, music and play that focuses on library, activities, music activities, 

play, or and social/emotional learning. Resources will be provided by teachers to help students 
fill this time. 

○ The amount of time spent on movement, music and play can vary depending on your 
family’s schedule. 

Small group and one-on-one learning 
● A block of time built into the schedule for small group and one-on-one learning with teachers. 

These sessions will be gradually scheduled with some students by their teacher as we gain 
experience with this new phase of learning. Your child’s teacher will reach out to you to 
schedule small group or one-on-one learning, if needed. It is during this time that special 
education services will also be provided. 

Zoom 
You may have heard news reports about safety and security concerns with the digital meeting tool 
called Zoom. We are aware of these concerns and can assure you that the system we have in place 
(Clever) to access Zoom applications protects your child's privacy and the security of Zoom sessions. In 
order for your child to be secure and safe in Zoom sessions, your child must access Zoom meetings 



                 
                    

           
 

 
                 

            
 

 
 
                

                    
       

 
                 

                
      

 
                   
                 

 
                   

    
 

  
 
 

    
  

through his/her Clever account. We have put in place a number of security measures to keep students 
safe through this Clever program. When it is time for your child to meet with his or her teacher on 
Zoom, rest assured that your child's safety and security is ensured. 

Chromebooks 
If your family needs a district-issued Chromebook for your child to use at home to access learning 
resources, please email techsupport@lkstevens.wednet.edu or call the Educational Services Center at 
425-335-1500. 

Meals 
Please remember that meals are available Monday through Friday between 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. at 
both middle schools. If your child is in need of meals and you cannot get to our middle schools, please 
call the Educational Services Center at 425-335-1500. 

My hope is that this letter answers some of your questions, and provides clarity and expectations for 
learning and communication with your child’s teacher. We want your child to succeed, and to continue 
learning during this difficult time. 

There is a great deal of information here. Again, if you have questions, please first reach out to your 
child’s teacher. You are also welcome to contact your child’s principal for additional support. 

While we do not have all of the answers, we are working tirelessly for our students. Please do not 
hesitate to reach out. 

Warm regards, 

Dr. Amy Beth Cook 
Superintendent 

mailto:techsupport@lkstevens.wednet.edu
https://www.lkstevens.wednet.edu/directory

