
Lake Stevens School District’s
vision is to inspire a community-wide 

culture of excellence, growth, and 
achievement, where individuals are 
supported and challenged, engaged  

empowered, and recognized for their 
unique contributions.

The highly capable program
aims to meet the unique needs of our 

most highly capable students
toward this vision.

Highly Capable
Program

in Lake Stevens School District

12309 22nd St NE -  Lake Stevens, WA  98258

Questions?  
Sarah Danielson

Executive Director of Student 
Interventions

sarah_danielson@lkstevens.wednet.edu

Linda Mauer
Highly Capable Program Coordinator
linda_mauer@lkstevens.wednet.edu

Additional 
Resources

Our Lake Stevens School District 
website has program information as 
well as links to additional resources: 

www.lkstevens.wednet.edu/hicap

Rigor in our classrooms...

★ In Lake Stevens, we strive for 
rigorous classrooms where every 
student is learning and performing 
at high levels.

★ Rigor does not mean doing more of 
the same and a significant amount of 
homework is not necessarily a sign 
of rigor.

★ Students thinking critically, problem 
solving and applying their learning 
to new situations and gaining new 
skills are signs of rigor.

What if I have questions about 
my child’s education?

★ The first step when you have a 
question about your child’s 
education is to ask for an 
appointment to sit down and talk 
with your child’s teacher. Share what 
you know about your child, bring 
specific examples illustrating your 
concern and look to partner in a 
solution.

★ If you feel you need further 
assistance, the school’s principal, 
Highly Capable Program Coordinator 
and Director of Student 
Interventions all have your child’s 
best interest at the forefront. 
Reaching out in that order is also 
appropriate to collaborate around 
how to best meet your child’s needs.

http://www.lkstevens.wednet.edu/hicap


What does it mean to be
highly capable?

Highly capable students perform or show 
potential for performing at significantly 
advanced academic levels when compared to 
others of their age, experience, or 
environments.

Outstanding abilities are recognized within 
students’ general intellectual aptitude, 
specific academic abilities, and/or creative 
abilities.

Highly capable students often possess the 
following learning characteristics:

★ Capacity to learn with unusual depth 
of understanding, to retain what has 
been learned, and to transfer 
learning to new situations.

★ Capacity and willingness to deal with 
increasing levels of abstraction and 
complexity earlier than their 
chronological peers.

★ Creative ability to make unusual 
connections among ideas and 
concepts.

★ Ability to learn quickly in their 
area(s) of intellectual strength. 

★ Capacity for intense concentration 
and/or focus.

What can I expect from
the Highly Capable Program

in Lake Stevens?

Kindergarten - 2nd grade

★ Differentiated instruction in the 
regular classroom  including 
accelerated learning, advanced 
instruction, and challenging content 
provided by the classroom teacher.

3rd - 5th grade

★ HiCap-qualified students are 
clustered in classrooms; clustered 
students are grouped with students 
that have a range of academic 
abilities, but regrouped as a cluster 
within the same classroom for 
acceleration and extension in areas 
where their skills are at much higher 
levels.  

★ This arrangement allows for 
continuity of instruction and an 
opportunity for clustered students to 
interact with their grade level peers 
as well as with a group of other 
HiCap students.

★ Accelerated learning, advanced 
curriculum, and additional HiCap 
activities in partnership with the 
school’s librarian provide an 
enriching and challenging 
instructional experience for HiCap 
students in these grades.

6th - 7th Grade 

★ In middle school, HiCap-qualified 
students in math will be 
automatically enrolled in pre-algebra 
starting in 6th grade and if qualified 
in language arts, will be 
automatically enrolled in Advanced 
Challenge Language Arts.

★ At this level, curriculum is 
compacted and accelerated; 
additional projects and higher level 
reading/writing assignments are 
designed to keep students working at 
advanced levels.

8th Grade - High School

★ Students can continue to elect to stay 
on accelerated tracks in language 
arts and math so that by 9th grade 
they have pre-Advanced Placement 
(AP) options and AP options or 
college in the high school options in 
multiple subject areas in high school.

★ Starting in 8th grade there are 
multiple advanced courses offered in 
English, math, science, history, 
language, and CTE courses

★ At any time, families can work with 
secondary guidance counselors to 
choose alternate pathways to meet 
the unique needs and interests of 
their students.


