
During the third week of  
February, Cascade and Lake 
Stevens competed in a car 
painting competition spon-
sored by Rodland Toyota. The 
Cascade kids won, earning 
them the $500 prize which is 
put towards their art curricu-
lum. 

Art teacher Ms. Panama-
roff  was the person to choose 
the students that would paint 
the car and try for the prize. 
“I picked [students] that I 
thought were of  quality and 
talented. They came together 
as a team. It was so unified; 
they would ask each other 
for their opinions. They went 
around the car and made sure 
it looked spectacular,” Pana-
maroff  said. The three stu-
dents she chose were senior 
Ruben Trujillo, senior Scottia 

Snow, and junior Catherine 
Straume. 

Senior Scottia Snow is the 
artist that painted a huge eye 
on the car. This eye included 
two hands that were grabbing 
the pupil, which represented 
the world. Her part of  the 
car also had people standing 
around this pupil world in 
different colors of  the rain-
bow in many layers. “We were 
amazing. [Our car had] bold 
colors and I think that all the 
people that did it were amaz-
ing painters,” Snow said. 

Junior Catherine Straume 
ended up painting an idea of  
another student because hers 
was too complicated and hard 
to do. “I painted a cross in 
wood and it had the elements 
[on it], but I changed it from 
a sun into a moon and then 
fire, water, and a storm. Then 
I wrote ‘co-exist.’ I thought 
that really showed how we 
come together as one.”

The theme “united by di-
versity” in not a rare one. “I 
think that at this day and age, 
with Obama and his ideals, it 
fits who America is,” Pana-
maroff  said. Both Snow and 
Straume agree that this theme 
had some kind of  relation 
with President Obama.

Although LSHS has been 
involved in activities similar to 
this in the past, the car paint-
ing competition is a first. “It 
just happened this year. It was 
an idea of  Mike Massy, he’s 
a Rodland Toyota car sales-
man. They did [this competi-
tion] back East and he called 
up and I thought it would be 
great and the kids loved the 

idea. They had a great time,” 
Panamoaroff  said. 

The winner was decided 
by a community vote. The two 
cars (Cascade and Lake Ste-
vens) sat at the Everett mall 
for one week. People passing 
by had the opportunity to de-
cide which car they liked best 
and put a ballot in for which-
ever one they chose. All of  
western Washington had the 
opportunity to vote. By only 
15 votes, Cascade high school 
won $500 toward their art 
fund, while Lake Stevens came 
in second, winning $250. 

Though this competition 
was about painted cars, the 
cars were not actually painted 

directly. The dealership put a 
layer of  plastic over the sur-
face, which protected the cars 
from the tempera paint. Pana-
maroff  was hoping that our 
car would be allowed to sit 
at our school. “We suggested 
that they bring them to Lake 
Stevens High School, but it’s 
tempera paint so if  they drive 
them here and [we have bad 
weather,] it might not be a 
lasting paint job.” The dealer-
ship has decided not do any-
thing with the cars and are 
keeping them. 
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Since September 2003, nearly 35,000 people have 
faced lawsuits from the Recording Industry Asso-
ciation of  America (RIAA) for pirating music online. 
Although the RIAA have recently ended their harsh 
lawsuit campaign, illegal downloaders could still find 
themselves in hot water.

During the campaign’s five-year run, thousands 
of  people were penalized with fines from the RIAA 
for illegally downloading and sharing music on the in-
ternet. Using programs such as Limewire and online 
torrents, 40 billion songs were illegally downloaded in 
2008 alone. Some of  those 40 billion songs were down-
loaded by junior Griffin Harris.

“About 95 percent of  the music on my iPod was 
illegally downloaded,” said Harris. Harris, along with 
millions of  other internet users, was luckily able to re-
main undetected by the RIAA. “There’s no way they 
can monitor all of  the people who do it,” he said.

Harris is right. It is impossible for the RIAA to 
keep tabs on millions of  people. After coming to the 

realization that their controversial method hadn’t de-
terred illegal downloaders, the RIAA announced they 
were ending their lawsuit campaign in December 2008. 
But illegal downloaders shouldn’t be breathing a sigh 
of  relief  just yet. Instead of  slapping pirators with 
fines, the RIAA will begin to work with internet ser-
vice providers to send cease and desist notices, and in 
extreme cases, shut off  downloaders’ internet connec-
tions altogether. Junior Kasiah Butler believes the law 
will not have any effect on the number of  people who 
download illegally.

“I don’t think [the new law] will be effective,” said 
Butler. “It’s ridiculous to shut down somebody’s inter-
net altogether.”

“I can understand the law because it’s taking mon-
ey away from the artists,” said senior Kirsten Schmuck, 
who admits to illegally downloading music as often as 
three times a week.

The RIAA blames illegal downloading for the 23% 
worldwide decline of  CD sales between 2000 and 2006. 
The Institute for Policy Innovation says that global 
music piracy causes an estimated $12.5 billion dollars 
of  economic losses every year.

These figures haven’t stopped people from illegal-
ly sharing files online. As of  2008, 95% of  all down-
loaded music was illegal.

“Most of  my music is from my friends, who prob-
ably illegally downloaded the songs,” said Butler.

Teens in particular are more likely to illegally 
download music, due in large part to their limited bud-
gets. In a survey conducted last year, it was found that 
61% of  teens in the U.S. download music illegally.

Although many teens are aware of  the strain il-
legally downloading has on the music industry, they 
are more aware of  the strain buying songs has on their 
wallet. “Nobody has 14 bucks to go out and buy a CD 
where you like one or two songs on it,” said Butler. 

With the average online song costing 99 cents, 
teens would be spending thousands of  dollars on their 
portable music collection. Many people refuse to invest 
so much money, especially when iPod and Zune thefts 
are a common occurrence at school.

However, there are those out there who obtain 
their tunes legally. Sophomore Jarydd Morgan is one 
of  them.

“[Illegal downloading] gave my computer a mas-
sive virus that made it freeze up often,” said Morgan.

AmazonMp3 and iTunes offer virus-free music 
that will not disable your computer. Illegal file sharing 
programs cannot promise the same thing.

“Limewire killed my last computer,” said senior 
Greg Duncan.

One thing seems to be echoed unanimously 
throughout the illegal downloading world is that the 
threat of  a severed internet connection will not stop 
students who want to obtain free music.

“I’m going to keep downloading music,” said Dun-
can.

Every time a teen downloads an illegal music file, 
they assume the risks that millions of  other people as-
sume every single day.

“People will always find a way around it,” said 
Schmuck.

New campaign aims to end music piracy

many students use the Internet for less than legal 
purposes

photo by Catherine Straume

Blaine Bowman
A & E  E d i t o r

The stimulus package: economics for dummies

The economy is in trouble. Vacant, 
boarded-up houses and businesses dot 
our streets, the number of  unemployed 
and homeless Americans is rising, and 
the balance in our checking accounts is 
falling even faster. However, President 
Obama has a plan. An economic stimu-
lus package—which, hopefully, will do 
just what its name says: stimulate our 

economy, and give it the boost it needs 
to reverse the current economic down-
turn.

Technically, the economic stimulus 
package is called the American Recov-
ery and Reinvestment Act of  2009, and 
President Obama signed it into law on 
February 17. It was largely an initiative 
of  his own making, but it went through 
significant revisions before it was ap-
proved. Several aspects of  the bill were 
changed in the House of  Representa-
tives, but the Senate took out nearly 
$150 billion in planned funding from 
it. However, these changes were passed 

because they would supposedly create 
more jobs and be more effective in its 
revised form, but with a smaller price 
tag. With a total cost of  around $787 
billion dollars, the final bill is still much 
larger than the Economic Stimulus Act 
of  2008, which former President Bush 
signed around the same time last year, 
and cost approximately $152 billion dol-
lars.

While the Bush economic package 
consisted mainly of  tax rebates for the 
lower and middle class, as well as tax in-
centives to encourage spending for busi-
nesses, Obama’s plan is much broader 
in scope. A large percentage of  the bill 
is made up of  tax cuts for most citizens 
and tax credits for small businesses, and 
it also broadens unemployment and 
welfare benefits. Other funding goes to-
ward things like public education, which 
will be receiving $90.9 billion, of  which 
$44.5 billion will be given to school 
districts to help prevent the layoffs 
and cutbacks they are currently having 
to use to stay on budget, as well as to 
modernize and repair buildings. Health-
care is also getting a large percentage, 
most of  which will go to fund the Med-
icaid program (healthcare program for 
low-income families). Green energy, 
housing, scientific research and infra-
structure (money for improving roads, 
highways, transportation, and govern-
ment buildings, for example) will also be 
funded. By investing in these areas, jobs 
will be created as well, again benefiting 
the taxpayer. The act also includes some 
provisions for things that Congress had 
already desired, and was part of  long-

term plans already.
“It’s similar to the idea of  FDR and 

‘priming the pump,’” CAI teacher Mr. 
Jason Billingsley said, referring to Pres-
ident Roosevelt’s “New Deal,” which 
helped turn the country around during 
the Great Depression using similar tac-
tics. “Put a little money back in people’s 
pockets, so they will go and spend it in 
stores and… the economy will go up.”  

Essentially, the hope is that when 
people have less taxes to pay and have 
a steady income (which is why jobs are 
being created and welfare increased), 
then they will have more money to go 
spend. When this money gets spent in 
businesses, those businesses are able to 
invest it. Because the businesses are do-
ing better, they can hire more employ-
ees, giving them money to spend as well. 
The cycle repeats and sustains itself, and 
everyone benefits.

However, the opposite is true as 
well, and that is why this current eco-
nomic downturn is so difficult to re-
verse. The businesses have been losing 
money because of  bad investments, 
so they became more conservative and 
fired employees, who then saved all their 
money instead of  spending it, putting 
businesses in even more dire straits.

While these are gross generaliza-
tions of  a very complicated problem, 
there really is no good explanation, or 
good solution. On whether this would 
actually work, Mr. Billingsley had this 
to say: “I hope so...  Is this the right ap-
proach? Is there another way to do it? I 
don’t know. We’ll see how this one goes. 
We’ll see.” 



“Sexting”: harmless fun or serious offense?
Nikole Harris

S t a f f  R e p o r t e r 

Teens can all agree that send-
ing naked pictures is something that 
they’ve heard of  their friends doing, if  
not experienced firsthand. But many 
people don’t realize the risks that come 
with sending these pictures out into the 
world. Everyone knows that the school 
has become stricter about cell phones, 
and that if  they have reasonable belief  
that something illegal has been con-
ducted through the use of  your phone, 
then the administrators will go through 
it. But what happens if  they find some-
thing different then what they’re look-
ing for?

Sure, most would agree that dealing 
drugs through text messaging might 
be worse than sending racy pictures to 
your boyfriend. However, it’s not like the 
school can see those pictures and just ig-
nore them. 

According to Principal Ken Col-
lins, the school has actually encountered 
this problem already. “We’ve let parents 
know,” said Collins. However, there are 
some problems that the administration 
hasn’t experienced yet. “We’ve never had 
a minor [get caught with inappropriate 

pictures on their phone],” 
Collins said. This 
is good news, 
considering 
that the con-
sequences for 
minors hav-
ing these pic-
tures are much 
worse than 
those for 18-year-
old students. 

“If  there are 
pictures of  someone 
under the age of  16, 
it could be construed 
as a sex offense. It could 
be considered child por-
nography, too,” said Col-
lins. 

The punishments vary 
depending on what the pic-
tures contain, who sent 
them, who received them, 
who knows they ex-
ist, etc. “If  the pictures 
are naked, or in the act 
of  doing something [in-
appropriate], it could be 
considered first, second, 
[or] third degree rape,” 
said Collins. “If  it’s sent, it’s 
now considered a federal offense. 

You can be charged with a fed-
eral sex offense. That doesn’t 
go away. Ever.” 

Clearly, the conse-
quences of  this are much 
more than just your par-
ents finding out that you 
send bad pictures. Ac-
cording to an article 
by Orlando Sentinel, 
20% of  teenagers 
have sent nude or 
seminude pictures 
of  themselves via 
text message, 
or posted them 
on a webpage. 

Some-

times those pictures can be used against 
the subject of  the picture. 

In one case, a teenager named Philip 
Alpert was being taunted by his ex-girl-
friend, so, remembering the nude pic-
tures she e-mailed him during the time 
they were in a relationship, he forwarded 
them to over 70 of  his friends. Alpert 
now faces child pornography charges 
and is on a five-year probation for the 
crime, at only nineteen years old. He 
also will be considered a registered sex 
offender until he is at least 43 years old. 

The people who are sending the pic-
tures need to be aware that even if  the 
pictures don’t get forwarded, it’s still 
illegal, and the senders can be charged 
for taking the pictures in the first place. 
Last month, a Pennsylvania girl sent na-

ked pictures of  herself  to a 27-year-
old man through myspace and 

she now faces child pornog-
raphy charges. 

“There are a range of  
sexual offenses,” said Collins. 
“It could be anything from in-
volving the police to the CPS. 
Kids need to protect them-
selves.”

photo art by Amelia Dickson
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News around the world
Nikole Harris

S t a f f  R e p o r t e r

School shootings, shoe throwing, kidnappings in Darfur, North Korean 
satellites…and that’s just a little of  what’s been happening around the world. 
America isn’t the only place with problems.

School Massacre Rocks Germany—a gunman killed 15 people and then 
himself  in one of  the worst school shootings Germany has ever seen. The 
shooter, 17-year-old Tim Kretschmer, actually posted a message signaling his 
intentions to “really burn them up” at his old school in Winennden (in south-
west Germany) in an online chat room, but the site moderators believed it to 
be a hoax and didn’t inform the police. Twelve students and three other people 
were killed, as well as Kretschmer himself, using a pistol Kretschmer’s parents 
left (illegally) unsecured. Police psychologists believe that a love for especially 
violent video games and social alienation from his peers were some of  the root 
causes behind the rampage.

Show-Thrower Sentenced to Three Years in Prison—Muntather Zaidi, 
the journalist who famously threw his shoes at former President Bush during a 
speech in Iraq has been sentenced to three years in prison by an Iraqi court for 
the deed. Supporters of  the shoe-thrower are vehemently protesting the sen-
tence, as they consider his act to be well justified; “Long live Iraq!” is among the 
nationalistic declarations of  Zaidi during his trial. Zaidi could have received up 
to 15 years in prison for assaulting a visiting head of  state.

UN Calls for Release of  Hostages in Sudan—when the International 
Criminal Court issued an arrest warrant for Sudanese President Omar Hassan 
Ahmed Bashir, accusing him of  war crimes and crimes against humanity (due 
to the violence in the Darfur region of  Sudan), he retaliated by expelling many 
foreign aid workers from his country. Not all, as it turns out; three workers from 
Doctors Without Borders were kidnapped from their compound in Darfur by 
armed gunmen. They were being held in a remote part of  the desert, according 
to satellite phone conversations with the hostages, and after some tense negotia-
tions, they were eventually released unharmed.

US Hopes to ‘Head Off ’ North Korean Launch—North Korea has been 
in the process of  launching a satellite via missile. However, US officials believe 
that, rather than a scientific expedition, this launch is a test of  long-range mis-
siles that North Korea has been developing, and has been trying to prevent the 
launch, saying it could prove destabilizing and possibly provocative to the deli-
cate situation in the region. The United States holds that such a launch would 
violate UN Security Council Resolution 1718, which forbids North Korea from 
having nuclear weapons or ballistic missiles.

“Every place has a certain dress code, 
whether it be written down or implied,” 
said Assistant Principal Mr. John Winkler. 
The dress code is a given for everyone, es-
pecially students. But yet, some students 
still feel that the Lake Stevens High School 
dress code does not apply to them, or that 
they are an exception to the printed and 
implied rules. 

This school policy is enforced all year 
long, of  course, but when the sun comes 
out and the school year starts coming to a 
close, the short skirts and extra low baggy 
jeans at the back of  the closet become more 
tempting than they do when it’s pouring 
down rain. In Washington, this isn’t really 
a problem considering the weather almost 
always requires pants and jackets. Howev-
er, this just means that when spring time 
does come around, people take advantage 
of  the opportunity to wear their summer 
clothes. But remembering that sometimes 
your beside-the-pool outfit isn’t really per-
fect for school is truly the key to avoiding 
trouble. 

“It’s called underwear for a reason,” 
said Winkler. Nobody wants to see things 

like that around school, and the students 
are no exception. “The most common 
complaints we get about students break-
ing the dress code is actually [complaints 
coming] from the students,” said Winkler. 
Your peers do mind if  your skirt is too 
short or if  your stomach is hanging below 
your shirt. But what happens when you do 
get caught? 

There really isn’t much you can do 
when an administrator tells you that your 
outfit is breaking the dress code. The first 
action required after breaking the dress 
code is to change into different clothes, 
which the school will happily supply for 
you if  you don’t have access to different 
clothes. If  you’re a repeat offender, the 
next step is a one-day suspension. After 
that, it can only get worse, with increased 
suspensions and severe punishments for 
non-compliance. The school policies re-
garding the dress code, and punishments 
for dress code violators, can be found in 
the student handbook. When a student is 
caught wearing inappropriate clothes in 
school, the best thing to do is to simply 
follow what the administrators say to do, 
and not commit the act again. 

“[Students] want to argue that 
[wearing dress code-breaking clothes] is 
style and personal expression,” said Win-
kler, who believes that there are other 
ways to express yourself  through your 
clothing without being inappropriate or 
breaking any school rules. Some alterna-
tives to wearing inappropriate clothing 
as a form of  personal expression include 
wearing articles of  clothing that repre-
sent something you feel strongly about, 
or using multiple styles to create one of  
your own. 

Sometimes students might forget that 
clothes that show too much skin aren’t the 
only types of  clothing prohibited, but also 
clothing that may offend people with drug 
or tobacco references, or that represent 
any kind of  sexual innuendo. 

Towards the end of  the school year, 
students need to keep in mind what is ap-
propriate and what isn’t, and remember 
that we’re still in school. 

Spring brings concerns 
about dress code violations

some students choose to ignore the 
school’s dress code  

photo by Catherine Straume



 ‘Obama-mania’ lessens as Obama settles into the White House
Alissa Margett

F e a t u r e s  E d i t o r

This past November, then 
soon-to-be President Barack 
Obama’s name could be heard 
echoing throughout the cam-
pus while seas of  students in 
“Obama ‘08” t-shirts roamed 
the halls. Only two months 
after Inauguration Day, mere 
remnants of  the historic elec-
tion can be observed among 
the student body. 

This pattern has grown 
in significance as the election 
moves father behind. “No one 
screams “Obama, Obama!’ any-
more,” junior Emily Brigolin 
said. “A definite trend that I see 
is that people are paying less 
and less attention to Obama 
now that he is in office.” 

Like many other high 
schools across the country, 
Lake Stevens, became swept 
up in Obama’s underdog race 
for the presidency. “Most [stu-
dents] were for Obama, more 
than typical for Lake Stevens’ 
students, and [it is] very much 
still that way,” AP US History 
teacher Mr. Jim Talley said 
of  the presidential preference 
among his students. “I think of  
the 32 years I have been a pub-
lic school teacher, there was 
the most excitement [about 

a presidential candidate] this 
year.” 

Because they were so keen 
about their candidate, many 
students tuned into the radio or 
local news station to hear up-
dates on Obama’s progress in 
the campaign for the first time. 
“I watched it because it was 
history in the making,” Brigo-
lin said. Non-Obama support-
ers also felt it was important to 
closely follow the election, in 
order to be well versed on the 
discussed issues. “I watched it 
to be familiar with what each 
candidate’s stance was on each 
issue,” junior Hilary Crumley, 
a McCain supporter, said. 

With school, work, sports, 
and too few hours in the day, 
keeping current with the new 
president’s happenings has 
been put on the back burner 
for many students. “Now, I hear 
that he made decisions on [is-
sues], but not why,” Brigolin 
said. “It is not that it doesn’t 
matter to me, but I am busy 
with school and band. There 
are other interesting things 
going on in my life.”

Though many students are 
no longer following Obama’s 
actions as closely as they were 
during the election, some stu-
dents still feel it is important to 
continue to pay attention to his 
new enactments. “Yes, students 
should stay current because 

what the government does can 
impact people that live in small 
cities, like Lake Stevens, even 
indirectly,” Crumley said.

Mr. Talley says that his 
students are aware of  Obama’s 
actions “in a general sense, but 
there is probably a good deal of  
information that many Ameri-
cans, my students, and, maybe 
even myself  could stand to 
learn.” 

In the last two months, 
President Obama has moved 
from a superhuman status to 
a more typical level of  presi-
dential stardom. “It is great 
that he is the first black presi-
dent, but that newness is over,” 
Crumley said. Reiterating that 
point, Brigolin said, “They just 
wanted for him to make his-
tory, and now that that is over 
they aren’t as excited.” 

With a plethora of  knowl-
edge regarding presidential 
elections, Talley has observed 
a fair share of  emerging presi-
dencies over the years. “I think 
that any president is going to 
seem artificially popular in the 
first few days because there 
haven’t been many important 
decisions made. Enthusiasm 
will be high,” he said. “But, 
I think there has now been a 
natural move away from that 
high enthusiasm.” 
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are we starting so see fewer and fewer Obama tee-shirts as 
Obama-mania decreases?   photo by Emma Derus
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New law aims to ban sweets in schools

Think of  all the delicious sodas 
and candies that are available in the 
Cove and the various vending ma-
chines located around the school. Next 
year, chances are they won’t be there. 

Under a proposed Washington 
state law, schools will no longer be 
able to sell pop or candy to students as 
of  next year in an attempt to reduce 
student obesity. This bill, that will be 
voted on soon, contains no specifics 
yet as to what would be considered 

unhealthy to sell; also, this law doesn’t 
have an actual name yet.

Many students disagree with 
this decision. “It’s a terrible idea,” ju-
nior Matt Person said. “I think people 
should watch their own health and not 
[rely on] a law.” Person did say he had 
no idea there was going to be a law pre-
venting the sale of  pop or candy next 
year. “I bought pop or candy here once 
in a while like any one else would.”  
Person also said that he thought the 
law would stop most people from hav-
ing pop or candy at school, but out of  
school was a whole different matter.

Associate Principal Mr. Dan Bush-

nell agreed with Matt, saying, “It’s a 
bad idea.”  Bushnell said that if  the 
bill passes, it will almost certainly get 
repealed because school districts will 
not receive any more funding to make 
up for the loss of  money that comes 
with no more candy or pop being sold. 
Bushnell said he even had personal 
experience with the matter when he 
was an associate principle at North 
Lake Middle School. In that case, “we 
turned off  the vending machines, but 
people just brought their own pop and 
candy and we lost all the money that 
was generated,” he said. Bushnell be-
lieves that the same thing would hap-

pen here even if  the bill manages to 
pass. Bushnell continued by saying 
that the bill would actually hurt stu-
dents more because it would cause ex-
tra-curricular activities that are free to 
become pay to play, and cost students 
lots of  money.

This bill will most likely not be in 
effect next school year so all the deli-
cious pops and candies you like should 
be safe next year. However, the bill 
does make a point that students should 
watch their own health by not eating 
lots of  fattening foods.  

Legislators hope to curtail obesity

New DECA sign turns students’ heads

Most of  you have been walk-
ing by it for a little over a month 
now. It’s DECA’s new large and in-
charge sign, and it’s doing its part 
to give our school a more modern 
feel. Some may say that it’s just a 
fancy piece of  metal and plastic, or 
that the Cove was fine without it. 
On some levels they may be right, 
but the new sign serves a definite 
purpose—to advertise the Cove 
and promote school events.

Although advertising for the 
Cove will be the sign’s primary 
use, it won’t be the only thing that 
it’s reserved for. Much like the 
larger, digital sign near the office 
entrance, the Cove sign will be 
used to get news out about school 
and extracurricular events. It will 
even be open for student use, upon 
request in advance. The sign has 

already been used by a student to 
ask her special someone to Tolo. 

Many students were initially 
surprised to see the shiny new sign 
standing proudly before the Cove, 
but that feeling has somewhat dis-
sipated. “I think it’s cool but not 
anything to rave about,” said ju-
nior Luke Houchen. “It serves its 
purpose in drawing people to the 
Cove. I think it was a good invest-
ment.” The new sign was quite 
the investment indeed—totaling 
$1800 which DECA paid for with 
the profits brought in by the Cove 
itself.

The Cove, previously adjacent 
to the cafeteria, was moved into the 
300 building the year before last. 
Even if  everyone knows where 
the Cove is, having an attention-
grabbing sign is an excellent way 
to attract more customers. The 
prominence of  the sign makes it 
ideal as a tool for conveying news 
about school events. 

DECA purchased the sign 

back in August, and they had to 
jump through several hoops be-
fore the sign was actually installed. 
Originally the plan was to mount 
the sign on the wall outside of  the 
Cove, but that idea was rejected as 
a would-be safety hazard for the 
sight-impaired. And the minia-
ture ice age we went through back 
around winter break also hindered 
placement of  the sign. Around the 
end of  February, when the present 
location was finally decided on and 
the maintenance crew had the time 
to install it, the sign was erected.

DECA welcomes the new sign 
as a useful tool to help get the 
word out about things happen-
ing at the Cove. “We’re excited for 
the new sign, we appreciate the 
grounds crew for installing [it],” 
said senior and DECA vice presi-
dent Jade Pearson. “Check it out to 
see what’s new!” 

Jake Bartolini
S t a f f  R e p o r t e r

the DECA sign announces the day’s menu
photo by Emma Derus

Beau Castillo
S p o r t s  E d i t o r

Unemployment rates continue to plague Americans

Not since 1983 has the U.S economy 
reached a staggering 8.1 percent unem-
ployment rate. This daunting statistic 
comes from the total average rate of  na-
tional unemployed workers; according to 
the Bureau of  Labor Statistics, teenage 
unemployment rates alone have risen 1.9 
percent. This has a very severe impact on 
teens in the workforce, including some 
teens here at this school.

“I was laid off  because I was in a job 
that was underneath a union. [With a] 
union, they lay off  people based specifical-
ly on seniority. I was at the bottom of  the 
seniority scale,” senior Jacob Kulick said. 
As employers inevitably face the effects 
of  our economy’s recession, compulsory 
layoffs will continue. Burdened with the 
mark of  inexperience, teenagers are often 
defenseless against sudden layoffs. “Adults 
are supposedly more responsible and more 
likely to do a better job,” junior Zach Tyler 
said. In a time where the vast majority of  
companies are experiencing a financial cri-
sis, credentials have become an even more 

important virtue for workers.
For virtually every individual on the 

job market, finding a job is an extensive 
and unrewarding search. For a handful of  
people, however, being employed relies on 
whether or not the position is part-time or 
full-time.

As employers continue to cut back the 
hours of  their workers, many teenagers 
are offered positions essentially because 
they will work part time. “[Employment 
of  a teenager over an adult] would depend 
on the type of  business that we are talking 
about, [particularly] if  it came to a full 
time position versus a part time,” Career 
Center advisor Ms. Kim LaFortune said. 
As more Americans continue to face un-
employment, the search for a full-time job 
remains primarily among adults; teenag-
ers will focus their attention on part-time 
jobs. With teenagers and adults falling on 
opposite ends of  the spectrum, employers 
may consider this during the hiring pro-
cess. As the greater majority of  teenagers 
remain flexible with their hours, employ-
ers feel safe in hiring them.

In spite of  the advantages teenag-
ers may utilize during the employment 
search, the job market continues to remain 
desolate, leaving many teenagers discour-

aged. “I used to get some restaurants [and 
other employers] who would call looking 
for [students to employ]. I have had no-
body this year,” Ms. LaFortune said. Over 
the course of  this last year, the number 
of  employers looking to contact students 
has dropped from multiple opportunities 
a month to zero. The troubled job market 
has inevitably left many teenagers defeat-
ed. “Not many jobs are hiring. [Employers 
only want] to hire certain people that have 
experience,” Tyler said.

“I have the opportunity to come back 
[to my previous job] whenever they can 
[hire me back] because I was a good 
worker and did the job that anybody else 

could do,” Kulick said. 
Many economists predict that before 

our economy can get better, it will have to 
get even worse. As soon as our economy 
recovers from this recession, prospective 
employees, like most Americans, will have 
an easier time finding work. “[Employers] 
will be hiring more and will stop worry-
ing so much about how much experience a 
person has,” Tyler said. 

As prospective employees continue 
to suffer from the economic crisis, it is 
crucial to take into consideration every 
technique available to finding a job. “It is 
important to [make] the best impression 
that you can when you go looking for a job. 

Where teenagers stand during this economic crisis
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Nate Shipe
N e w s  E d i t o r

WASMUN: Providing tools for the future

Cell phone policy changes crack down on violators

During a faculty 
meeting during the last 
week of  February, a 
change to the cell phone 
policy was announced. 
Cell phones spotted 
in class are still to be 
confiscated—that much 
stayed the same from the 
previous policy. What 
happened after that, 
however, is where the 
changes occurred.

Previously, it fell to 
the teacher doing the 
confiscating to discipline 
the student or otherwise 
deal with the situation. 
Most teachers would re-
turn a phone at the end 
of  the class period, or 
perhaps the entire school 
day for repeat offenders. 
If  things got especially 
bad, the offending phone 
would be sent to the of-
fice to be picked up by a 
parent. 

That system just 
wasn’t working, accord-
ing to Principal Ken 
Collins. “The problem 
with the old system,” 
said Collins, “is that we 
had no method of  find-
ing out who the repeated 

violators are.” A student 
could theoretically have 
his or her phone confis-
cated and returned every 
period, but no one would 
know.

The new system ex-
pedites the process. Now, 
on the very first offense, 
the phone is sent to the 
office, to be picked up by 
the student at the end 
of  the day. The student 
also receives a referral, 
“So we know who did 
it and when,” Collins 
said. The phone is then 
given to the care of  one 
of  the three administra-
tors, according to office 
secretary Janice Stepp. 
“Once it comes here, it 
goes right to either Mr. 
Collins, Mr. Winkler, or 
Mr. Snow,” she said.

On the second of-
fense, upon the cell 
phone reaching the of-
fice, the student’s par-
ents will have to come 
and retrieve it. Any fur-
ther offenses will mean 
escalating punishments, 
from detention, to Sat-
urday School, even to 
suspension.

Principal Collins 
did mention the recent 
upsurge of  “substance 
abuse issues,” and how 

many of  them were cell 
phone-related; however, 
he was clear that this 
change in policy was 
not solely based on that. 
“There have been huge 
numbers of  willful vio-
lations of  the [old cell 
phone] policy,” he said. 
“And that has to stop.”

Collins also wanted 
to be clear that once the 

phone is in the office, it 
isn’t searched. “We don’t 
just look through ev-
ery phone that comes in 
here, we need reasonable 
suspicion. Once we get 
that, we ask the parents 
and the student for per-
mission.” Without any 
suspicion of  drug-relat-
ed or other illegal activ-
ity by the student, the 

phone is just locked up 
and held until retrieved.

Students have had 
mixed reactions to this 
change in policy. “It’s 
fine that the phone gets 
taken to the office,” said 
junior Nicole Spitzer. “I 
just disagree with get-
ting a referral for your 
first offense. That isn’t 
right.”

Right or not, that’s 
the new rule. Any cell 
phone spotted in class 
goes to an administrator, 
with a referral for the 
student. On the second 
offense, the student’s 
parents need to retrieve 
the phone. After that, the 
punishment escalates ac-
cording to the standard 
procedure.

Mr. Hayman takes junior Kaitlynn Briggs’ phone photo by Kaila Alford

It’s common knowledge 
that all the problems of  our 
earth cannot be solved with a 
few hours of  intense conver-
sation. Nonetheless, students 
are being given the ability to 
take a crack at the world’s di-
lemmas. This is all thanks to a 
program started in 2001 called 
the Washington State Model 

United Nations (WASMUN). 
After all, today’s students are 
the future of  the world so it is 
only just that they have at least 
some understanding of  the 
problems they are inheriting.

WASMUN is a state-wide 
event that will be occurring at 
the University of  Washington 
on April 17 and 18. During this 
time students from all over our 
state will meet in committees 
(in sizes of  10 to 100 students) 
to discuss designated topics. 

These include groups focusing 
on Social Humanitarian and 
Cultural issues, Economic and 
Social issues, and one discuss-
ing the United Nations envi-
ronmental program. Several 
students who are members of  
the Politics Club will partici-
pate in the event.

 “My group will be the So-
cial Humanitarian and Cultur-
al group,” said senior Lindsey 
Smith, who will be represent-
ing Bulgaria at the model UN. 
“We’ll be discussing issues 
such as whether it’s okay to 
use cluster bombs in warfare.”

Cluster bombs are a type 
of  warhead that, upon being 
fired, release groups or “clus-
ters,” of  submissions (smaller 
bombs) that scatter over a wide 
area. Their intent is to cause 
widespread damage to struc-
tures like runways or take out 
groups of  enemy vehicles. The 
problem with cluster bombs is 
that it is not uncommon for all 
the submissions to not deto-
nate and so, similar to mines, 
civilians can be hurt or killed 

long after the war is over. 
“Since we’re represent-

ing a country we must go and 
research what a delegate from 
that country would actually 
say and then use that informa-
tion to debate,” Smith said. 

Bulgaria is one of  the 
countries to have signed the 
treaty made during the Con-
vention of  Cluster munitions 
that was held last December in 
Oslo, Norway. The treaty has 
also been signed by countries 
such as New Zealand, Afghan-
istan, Switzerland, and the 
United Kingdom. The United 
States’ signature, however, is 
conspicuously absent from the 
treaty.

Another committee, the 
World Health Organization, 
will be primarily discussing a 
way of  permanently crushing 
the ever changing influenza vi-
rus, which is the elusive virus 
that can affect birds and mam-
mals and causes symptoms in 
humans such as nausea and 
vomiting. The current scare 
for the past few years has been 

that the Avian Influenza virus 
(also known as the “bird flu”) 
will become more adaptive to 
humans and will cause a mod-
ern plague. In late February, the 
actual UN warned Vietnam to 
be extra vigilant about the pos-
sibility of  the disease spread-
ing in its country. Since 2003 
there have been 109 reported 
cases of  bird flu in Vietnam 
with 53 reported deaths; the 
50% mortality rate associated 
with Avian Influenza is similar 
to the estimated mortality rate 
of  the legendary Black Death 
(Bubonic Plague).

According to the WAS-
MUN website, one of  their 
goals is “to save succeeding 
generations from the scourge 
of  war, which twice in our life-
time brought untold sorrow to 
mankind,” and also to “reaffirm 
faith in fundamental human 
rights”. Hopefully those goals 
can be met so they can provide 
our world’s future leaders with 
the tools to stop the wounding 
of  our earth.at WASMUN, representatives from countries learn to get along

photo art by Amelia Dickson
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Prom and Homecoming have al-
ways been long-standing traditions, 
with the entire community of  Lake 
Stevens coming out to celebrate. 
Faces are painted, elaborate assem-
blies are held, and wooden statues of  
poultry are stolen. 

But during all the music and 
merriment, another puzzling, long-
standing tradition takes place. In 
a legacy of  our school dating back 
to before the ’80s, a Homecoming 
queen, but no king, is elected. Later 
in the year, there’s a Prom king, but 
no female counterpart. 

I assume that this way of  do-
ing things did at one point serve a 
purpose. Maybe in a world ruled 
by cliques and social hierarchy, the 
school thought that having only one 
royal would prevent the events from 
being too Mean Girls-esque. But 
while other schools honor two royals 
during their Homecoming and Prom 

weeks, we have one—either a king 
or a queen—at a time. Junior Carson 
Friedrich, a former student at Ar-
lington High School, agrees that our 
dance traditions are a bit unusual.

“It needs to change. Even though 
it’s all rednecks at Arlington and they 
drive trucks to school, they at least 
know how to do their Prom right,” 
said Friedrich.

 During the three years that I 
have attended this school, the race for 
Homecoming queen and Prom king 
has never been the typical popularity 
contest that’s depicted in your aver-
age high school comedy. Past win-
ners like Blair Hamilton, Jamie Vas-
sil, and Darbi Rice were well known, 
but none were the star football player 
or cheerleader that our parents re-
member winning the crowns at their 
school dances. In fact, it seems like for 
the past few years, it has been the ex-
act opposite of  that. Our institution 
has the distinction of  likely being the 
only school on the planet that doesn’t 
live up to that tired stereotype.

So really, the social hierarchy 
doesn’t play as big as a role as many 
people think it does when it comes to 
choosing our king and queen. But an-
other issue that could present a prob-
lem for voters is that when choosing 
a couple, some people may identify 

them as just that, a couple. When 
voting, some students may think 
about “So-and-so would look so cute 
together!” or “That would be a weird 
match” instead of  judging the king 
and queen nominees on an individual 
basis.

This issue can of  course be solved 
simply by how students vote. Sepa-
rate ballots for the king and queen 
can be distributed at separate times. 
This way, students will not feel the 
urge to compare and contrast the po-
tential royals. The playing field can 
easily be leveled if  enough effort is 
put forth and students remember to 
keep an open mind.

High schools, especially ones 
that are the only ones in the commu-
nity, often have problems mixing the 
old ways of  life with new traditions. 
It seems that in this instance, new 
legacies have been completely avoid-
ed. Having traditions, especially dur-
ing such a monumental time as this, 
does give future Vikings something 
to look forward to. But creating new 
traditions, like allowing a Prom king 
and Homecoming queen to share 
their thrones, will give current Vi-
kings something to look back and be 
proud of.

Kaila Alford
Staff  Repor t e r

Dance royalty upholds a puzzling tradition

There are some lyrics in 
the MGMT song, “The Youth” 
that goes “the youth is start-
ing to change,” later asking the 
listener “are you starting to 
change?” Maybe I’m just read-
ing too deeply into the song, 
but I think that the overall 
message that the band is try-
ing to state is that the “youth,” 
meaning our generation, is 
starting to “change” for the 
better in spite of  everything 
that is wrong in the world. 
They can overcome all of  the 
criticism that other previous 
generations have made about 
them. Unfortunately these lyr-
ics don’t reflect our ability to 
change for the better as a gen-
eration, but rather reinforce 
our apathy as human beings.

Since the ‘90’s, our genera-
tion has witnessed many his-
tory-defining moments. We’ve 
turned on the news when the 
Federal Building in Oklahoma 
City was bombed by an anti-
government extremist, and 

when there was the high school 
shooting in Columbine by two 
angry teenagers who had had 
enough. We tuned in when a 
group of  terrorists hijacked 
planes and flew them into the 
World Trade Center. We have 
also witnessed the incompe-
tence of  the Bush administra-
tion in handling domestic and 
foreign problems and the fa-
natical war on terror, a modern 
day witch-hunt in the spirit of  
McCarthyism. Now we’re in 
the midst of  one of  the worst 
economic crises since the 
Great Depression and foreign 
relations are as tense as they 
could ever be. These events 
have sadly defined our genera-
tion as historical events such as 
Pearl Harbor and the Vietnam 
War have for other genera-
tions. Whatever has happened 
in the last fifteen years has had 
an overwhelming impact in the 
way students act in the nor-
malcy of  their lives.

A majority of  students 
are bitter because lots of  them 
won’t be able to pay the costs 
for college in order to pursue 
the career they so desperately 
want. Society has molded stu-
dents to be fearful of  failure 
that they won’t be accepted 
into good colleges or move out 
of  their parent’s homes. Mil-

lion of  them will waste away 
on couches, taking hits from 
the bong, working minimum 
wage jobs at greasy burger 
joints, and sarcastically laugh-
ing away their sullied aspira-
tions. The American Dream 
is still so far away from being 
reached by many, and it’s go-
ing to stay that way because 
society’s standards have cre-
ated it to be like that. Okay, we 
understand, we’re angry, we’re 
scared for our futures, but what 
are students going to do in or-
der to better themselves? How 
will we rise above society’s 
cookie-cutter standards and 
the events in history that de-
fine our generation? The only 
solution is to simply agree to 
be a productive part of  soci-
ety.

But we don’t! We act un-
productively and like fools! I 
see it every day. Students skip 
and fail classes on a daily basis. 
Students place the blame on the 
school administration and dis-
tricts, when the fingers should 
really be pointed at themselves. 
It’s a repetitive cycle and I’m 
sick of  seeing it. Students lit-
ter, try to blow up statues, take 
spray paint and write graffiti on 
the walls, fight with one anoth-
er to prove themselves, sell or 
use drugs, don’t put away their 

phones when they’re asked, in-
sult other sports teams in or-
der to show school pride, take 
out their cell phones again at 
Veteran’s day assemblies and 
wave them like idiots show-
ing massive disrespect. This 
is not the way to take a stand 
as individuals. The change that 
MGMT sings about in their 
song doesn’t come from this 
kind of  immature behavior. 
Our generation has become 
punks instead of  the innova-
tive and successful individu-
als our elders hoped that we 
would be; the kind of  behavior 
that we came close to when we 
fundraised for Coach Kyle Big-
ham and the Invisible Children 
Schools for Schools movement. 
Those school events live up 
to the ideals everyone should 
have rooted in their hearts and 
brains: care for your fellow 
man and respect for yourself. 
Defy the social norms and his-
tory by defining who you are 
first. How you do that depends 
on how you measure success. 
I measure that by what I can 
do for my country, commu-
nity, and my fellow students 
and peers. The care you show 
toward another individual is 
the most awarding thing about 
being alive. Everyone should 
have that in mind.

I’m not asking you to 
mindlessly conform to social 
norms. I disagree with many 
of  them. But I am saying that 
you should use them as tools 
to aid yourself  in caring for 
others and showing respect for 
yourself  and your community. 
Our generation hasn’t beaten 
the system by acting like punks 
or immature kids; we’ve only 
taken steps backward. Don’t 
get me wrong, I think there are 
a lot of  students who show the 
kind of  care I’m talking about, 
but there are not enough who 
do. Students need to not be so 
wrapped up in their bitterness 
for society, the atrocities of  the 
past or their hectic daily lives. 
We all need to stop this kind 
of  negative thinking and be 
the youth who start the change 
for the positive. It doesn’t mat-
ter if  you’re successful finan-
cially or whatever else society 
tells you you need to be, it goes 
beyond that. Success is the care 
for oneself  and their fellow 
man, and until that happens it 
will always remain my Ameri-
can Dream.

The youth aren’t starting to change

Brian Toews
Staff  Repor t e r

2008 Prom queen Darbi Rice (left) with 
princesses Olivia Barney (middle) and Clara 
Reid (right)

photo courtesy of Mrs. Granillo



College, housing, food; the vast majority 
of  teenagers struggle with the daunting reality 
that once they turn eighteen, they will become 
an adult and have to provide for themselves. 
Military recruiters are aware of  this—their 
presence in high schools and their tactics of  re-
cruiting students is what keeps their campaigns 
mobile.

Kids, particularly high school students, are 
undoubtedly the most naive when it comes to 
decision-making. Our lack of  experience and 
knowledge makes us vulnerable to the persua-
sive techniques employed by military recruit-
ers. “Most people go into the military thinking 
they have no other choice. If  they experience 
life they may realize [the military] isn’t the 
only way,” sophomore Ciara Weems said. By 
promoting free college, housing, and food, on 
top of  an added $20,000+ salary, army recruit-
ers effortlessly manipulate students into feeling 
the army is their best option. 

What military recruiters neglect to men-
tion is the potential outcomes of  serving in the 
army. During lunch when army recruiters set 
up a table with information, do they ever set 
up a cardboard cutout of  a decapitated soldier? 
How about pictures of  funerals for the soldiers 
lost during the war? Or even soldiers who are 
classified as mentally ill because they had seen 
their best friend killed? No! Military recruiters 
would never stigmatize their campaign with 
the truth. This one-sided form of  recruiting 
is the reason why the army can enlist so many 
students out of  high school.

“I believe it is the persons’ right not be 
forced or pressured into being recruited. They 
should [sign up] to be recruited themselves,” 
Weems said. Many students are uncomfort-
able with the idea of  being pressured to join 
the army. If  you show any interest in joining, 
recruiters will bombard you with information 
about enlisting in the army and what the ben-
efits are. This Machiavellian technique is just 
another way army recruiters can manipulate 
and enlist naïve high school students.

As of  recently, military enlistment has 
begun at age seventeen with parental consent. 
Many of  us don’t even have our license at sev-
enteen; however, we can make the decision to 
join the military? “I think seventeen is too young. I think they should experience life 
first, like working or going to college,” Weems said. In order for students to make a 
rational decision about enlisting, experience in life is necessary.

 Holding a position in the army is a reputable and honorable position; however, 
many young people feel enlisting is their best, or only, option. This decision is made 
without careful consideration. We teenagers are targeted because of  our nativity 
and vulnerability. Having military recruiters present in the high school is a manipu-
lative technique that has proven to be successful. Unless military recruiters make an 
effort to show both the negative and positive side of  war, they should not be permit-
ted on campus to promote the army.

If  you’ve ever taken any type of  histo-
ry in your lifetime, you probably know that 
wars are fought in the world in which we 
live. If  you are further than your freshman 
year, than you also know that there was a 
mandatory draft during the Vietnam War. 
During this time, the people of  the US real-
ized that war is a horrible monstrosity, and 
that people die. 

Why then should we feed more and 
more lives to this raging inferno? Why 
should kids be given the terrible task of  tak-
ing someone else’s life? Should recruiting 
kids out of  high school be permitted, and 
are these high school students able to think 
clearly when they sign themselves up?

People who are opposed to this sort of  
thing happening are going to claim that kids 
are being tricked into going to die. They’re 
going to say that we as high school students 
are unable to think for ourselves. But how, 
then, can people be on both sides of  the riv-
er in this argument? Why isn’t every per-
son enlisting? How is it even possible that 
there’s an opposing argument if  all students 
aren’t smart enough to think for their own 
benefit? For the people who don’t think any 
of  us are able to form an opinion, you’re as 
much as the problem as war itself.

And if  you feel that the recruiters are 
preying on teenagers, and taking their 
chances at a better career, then you have to 
realize two things. One: a lot of  kids don’t 
have the grades to go to college, and the 
army, navy, or marines are a perfect way to 
have a job, and have your name thrown out 
to other companies without having a collage 
degree. Two: you have the respect of  the en-
tire nation for being part of  something only 
a handful of  people have the guts to join.

Some people claim that our government tricks people into dying for fool-
ish reasons. They say that the government never tells the enlistee that they 
could die in combat. This isn’t true at all. Upon enlistment, the enlistee has 
to read, then sign, various release forms, and take certain physical and psych 
evaluations. Being a part of  the biggest “team” in the world is something that 
takes determination, and a lot of  training. For those who do want to be a part 
of  our armed forces, I applaud you for risking your life, and defending our 
country.
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Yes—fi ghting for our country is an honor 
that should be allowed to all Americans

No—recruiting from schools takes 
advantage of young, vulnerable students

Beau Castillo
S p o r t s  E d i t o r

Andrew McCrea
S t a f f  R e p o r t e r 

Andrew (left) and Beau (right) take their confl ict outside
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Should the military recruit from schools?



Just imagine: Once a week, a se-
lect few students get all dressed up for 
school and parade around in military 
uniforms. No, this isn’t the leadership 
class’ latest attempt at a spirit day or 
a teenage girl’s dream come true, it’s 
the JROTC (Junior Reserve Officers 
Training Corps) program, something 
that many schools—make that almost 
every school—in the area participates 
in, and something that ours is still re-
luctant to adopt. 

JROTC has been around since 
1916 and was popularized in the 
1960’s. Title 10 of  the U.S. Code states 
that “the purpose of  Junior Reserve 
Officers’ Training Corps is to instill 
in students in United States second-
ary educational institutions the value 
of  citizenship, service to the United 
States, personal responsibility, and a 
sense of  accomplishment.” (Courtesy 
of  usarmyjrotc.com) 

What started simply as a recruit-
ment program has grown to a 3,229-
unit strong (with over 700 more 

schools awaiting approval) establish-
ment that teaches students leadership, 
ethics, and citizenship, whether they 
use those skills to further their mili-
tary career or not. Only about 40% of  
JROTC members go on to the mili-
tary.

Arlington High School has over 
80 students enrolled in their Marine 
Corps JROTC program. Everett High 
School has a Navy JROTC, and Rogers 
High School in Puyallup has a highly 
regarded Army JROTC program. Like 
the armed forces, the programs are 
separate from each other. There are 
Army, Navy, Marine, Air Force, and 
Coast Guard ROTC programs. Al-
most half  are Army programs, and 
the others are about even; except the 
Coast Guard, which has only one unit 
in Miami, Florida.

This program isn’t for everyone, 
and there are many reasons to keep it 
out of  our school. Critics say that it 
teaches students narrow-mindedness, 
but more importantly, how to use a 
gun. But the most influential reason, 
at least for the time being, is the cost 
to the district. Uniforms, textbooks, 
and other equipment—not to mention 
the salary of  another teacher—are all 
things that come completely out of  the 
districts budget. Students don’t have 
to pay for any of  it. We’re already fac-
ing budget cuts; the last thing we need 
is an extra program like JROTC.

 There are only a couple stu-

dents who are planning to participate 
in ROTC after they graduate. But 
that number could increase drasti-
cally if  we had a JROTC program at 
our school. For some, the thought of  
a bunch of  our hopefuls going off  to 
Iraq or Afghanistan is terrifying. It is 
for me especially. But whether you’re 
for the war or not, the military instills 
a set of  values that you can’t get any-
where else in the world. I know I can’t 
help but smile when they rattle off  

a Ma’am or a Sir in the middle of  an 
interview. And if  you’ve ever walked 
through these halls in between classes, 
you know that one thing this school 
needs is a couple kids with manners.

 Though the argument seems 
pretty even, there is one thing that can 
push it over the edge. Anyone who’s 
seen An Officer and a Gentlemen knows 
that a man in uniform is worth every 
penny.

The age-old argument still has some relevance

   Emily Garvin
Managing Edi t o r
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The diversity here is truly easy to recognize, 
as you see the different people that roam the halls. 
There are students with straight A’s, students with 
low D’s, and all the students in between. Styles of  
clothing vary, as do hairstyles, class choices, and 
many other things. One thing that the majority of  
LSHS students have in common is the addiction to 
their cell phones. Whether it is a gifted A.P. student 
or an outgoing leadership kid, you can catch just 
about every student here with their cell phone at 
some point during the school day.

This is why the new cell phone crackdown 
seems completely unfair, not to mention unrealistic. 
Everyone has had the “cell phone chat” in at least 
one, if  not all classes at some point during the be-
ginning of  second semester. The new rule is simple 
and easy to understand, but not so easy to follow. If  
your cell phone is out during class time for any rea-
son, the teacher of  that class has been instructed to 
confiscate the phone immediately, without warning 
or sympathy. The phone will then make its way to 
the administrators, where it will either be held for a 
parent to pick it up, or where it will be gone through 

(if  there is reasonable suspicion that the phone was 
used in illegal matters). At this point, further action 
will be taken if  there are illegal things being carried 
out through use of  the phone. 

The concentrated effort at keeping the cell 
phones to a minimum is due to the 11 students 
that have been caught in involved drug deals since 
the beginning of  second semester, and all of  these 
people happened to be using a cell phone to buy or 
sell drugs. Now, I understand the thought behind 
the new policy. Students shouldn’t be on their cell 
phones in the first place during school, and some-
thing needs to happen to put a stop to the drug use. 
However, this doesn’t seem like the effective way to 
handle things. 

If  students are going to experiment with drugs, 
they’re going to experiment with drugs. I don’t be-
lieve that it really matters when their cell phones are 
out. It would be just as easy to text a student about 
purchasing drugs in between classes as it would be 
to do it right in the middle of  second period. When 
students get put into the mindset that they want to 
try to smoke pot, or that they are going to sell their 
parents’ prescription drugs, taking away their cell 
phones isn’t going to stop that. 

Procedures like random drug testing help to 
find students who are using illegal drugs, while pro-
grams throughout the school help to inform kids 
about the dangers of  drug use. If  that isn’t enough, 
then consider this: students won’t care whether 
or not you take their cell phone. All this is doing 
is making the students who are innocent feel as if  
they aren’t trusted by the adults here. According to 
studentworkzone.com, telling a teenager that they 

can’t do something only makes them want to do it 
more.

Telling a student that they can’t have their cell 
phones out under any circumstances, and that there 
is very little chance they’ll get away with it, only 
makes them view using their cell phone and getting 
away with it as a challenge. They feel more accom-
plished when they do get away with using the cell 
phone. The idea that telling students not to use their 
cell phones will actually work is truly ridiculous. 

Plus, taking away student’s cell phones without 
warning won’t stop students from doing drugs; it 
will just force them to become sneakier about it.  
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Unrealistic cell phone rule will only challenge students
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Lake Stevens is a very giving and generous place 
with a variety of  fundraisers, charities, and other 
ways to help others in the community. Recently, 
some students have been taking time out of  their 
days and shoes out of  their closets to help the needy. 
Unfortunately, because of  a few problems with stu-
dent participation, TATU did not find much success 
in their shoe drive that was expected to be a big hit.

Soles4Souls is a program that sends new or gently 
used shoes all over the world to less fortunate peo-
ple who need them. TATU (Teens Against Tobacco 
Use) has teamed up with this organization to make a 
visual statement to represent the amount of  Ameri-
cans that die a day of  tobacco related illnesses. 

TATU asked students to donate gently used shoes 
and one dollar for shipping fees, in order to help 
with this visual representation and help the needy 
all around the world. TATU hoped to get 1200 pairs 
of  shoes, but this goal was far from being met. 

Student Assistance Specialist Mr. Steve Pitkin is 
the advisor for TATU, and thought that this clev-
er idea could really change people’s perspective 
about tobacco use. The idea was first brought up 
at a TATU meeting last year and was expected to 
go through March 2-6 of  this year, but because the 
goal was not met, the date was extended to March 
13. “I was expecting better participation from stu-
dents and that we would be able to get 1200 shoes 
in a week. It looks more like 300 to 400 pairs in two 
weeks,” Pitkin said. This was somewhat disappoint-
ing for members of  TATU, whose expectations were 
high.

Sophomore Katie Evans has been a TATU mem-
ber for almost five years, at LSMS, Cavelero, and 
now the high school. “I think that the shoes in the 
shape of  1200 really would have changed the way 
students feel about tobacco. Even though we didn’t 

reach our goal, we’re still helping people around the 
world,” Evans said. 

Not only do these shoes go to the less fortunate 
around the globe, but some go to women who need 
a little help getting their career started. “The dress 
shoes, that you can’t imagine somebody in the desert 
wearing, are also given to programs such as Dress-
4Success so low income women in America are given 
the access to shoes for job interviews,” Pitkin said.

Although this opportunity to donate was not as 
recognized as was hoped, Pitkin and TATU hope 
to do it again next year. “People really like the idea. 
It’s just a matter of  awareness, follow-through, and 

publication. It’s time consuming for me to be down 
[at lunch], so I’ll need better student support, to 
kind of  run the whole thing. We learned a lot this 
year so next year would be easier,” Pitkin said.

Pitkin would like to say thank you to all of  the 
students that helped him organize this shoe drive. 
“I’d definitely like to recognize [sophomores] Isa-
bell Kowacz and her friend Danielle Quade. The two 
of  them invested a lot of  time [into this project]. 
They’re real leaders,” Pitkin said. He would also like 
to give a shout out to junior Amanda Staley, senior 
Kaitlin Evans, sophomore Tatiana Weems and soph-
omore Ciara Weems. 

junior Amanda Staley and sophomores Isabel Kowacz and Dani Quade provide students with information 
photo by Kaila Alford

They’ll put themselves in your shoes…literally
Lake Stevens students help the world through donated footwear

Heather Zebroski
O p i n i o n  E d i t o r 

the Young Life crew enjoys goofing off and spending time together   
           photo by Brian Toews

Young Life group helps students find God and have a good time
Brian Toews

S t a f f  R e p o r t e r 

When a student walks into a 
Young Life meeting they might 
think that it was spirit week. At 
Young Life, there are themed 
nights for every meeting, so at 
this particular meeting everyone 
is dressed up as a nerd (and acts 
like one). Senior Nick Baker can 
be found playing air hockey and 
junior Nate Cash is quoting Star 
Wars, while senior Josh Chandler 
hikes up his shorts as high as 
possible. Junior Christopher Per-

ry dances to techno video game 
music playing in the background. 
The atmosphere is welcoming 
and fun, and this is something 
that anyone going to Young Life 
can agree on.

“You can escape your aver-
age life every week,” said Baker. 
“It’s an hour to spend time with 
friendly people. It’s like a spirit 
day or an assembly every week.”

Chandler also said that, 
“Young Life will accept anyone. 
We don’t care about your back-
ground; the main goal is to out-
reach.” 

Perry simply said, “I felt ac-
cepted by everyone.”

At Young Life meetings, 
group leaders build mentoring 
relationships and share their lives 
with teenagers in order to teach 
them about Jesus Christ and how 
to live their lives while having a 
personal relationship with God. 
Dan Heartsoch is the Young Life 
intern training to become an area 
director in Lake Stevens. Heart-
soch describes the area director 
as a person who “oversees financ-
es, helps take care of  other lead-
ers, and makes sure the ministry 
is going well.”

Heartsoch explains that Lake 
Stevens is a part of  the Young 
Life Evergreen region, the larg-
est Young Life region out of  the 
whole organization. The Young 
Life club in Lake Stevens was 
established in the fall of  1998 
by Jennifer Kaminske and Micah 
Russum, who are now leaders of  
the club in Lake Stevens.

“I had no idea what life was,” 
said Heartsoch, “so I was asked 
to go toWildhorse Canyon in 
central Oregon where there’s a 
middle school Young Life there. 
It’s about a thousand acres and 
it’s beautiful. Everything is ca-
tered to the kids there, making 
these kids feel super welcome.”

Heartsoch’s sentiment is 
mirrored by the fun themes at 
every meeting where students 
engage in games and skits. Af-

terward there’s a small sermon 
conducted by Heartsoch. The 
sermon is almost conversational 
because Heartsoch is able to re-
late to students and their lives. 
Heartsoch claimed that these 
sermons aren’t meant to be “too 
preachy”. 

One student who has been 
touched by these meetings is 
senior Jade Hoiby. “Young Life 
had a huge impact on my life,” 
Hoiby said. “Last summer I went 
to Malibu Young Life camp. The 
camp helped me realize a lot of  
things about myself. I stopped 
doing a lot of  the dumb things I 
used to do and I have Young Life 
to thank for that.” 

Hoiby’s life has been impact-
ed so much that her choice of  
college has been altered. “Before 
I became a Christian, I wanted 
to go to Washington State Uni-
versity because it was a big party 
school,” said Hoiby. Now Hoiby 
will be attending the Associa-
tion Free Lutheran Bible School 
in Minneaplos, Minnesota after 
high school. “Going to this bible 
school will help me study God’s 
word and maintain a healty rela-
tionship with Him,” said Hoiby. 

Other schools in the area 
have Young Life meetings as 
well, but some schools do not 
allow the Young Life agenda in 
their schools. “Some schools are 

not too welcoming about Young 
Life,” said Kaminske. “Lake Ste-
vens High School is super nice 
about our clubs. They are invit-
ing and welcoming. We want to 
focus on making students com-
fortable.”

“We want everyone to come; 
we want to meet everybody no 
matter what your background,” 
said Heartsoch. 

Most importantly, no mat-
ter what your relationship is with 
God or what your religious back-
ground is, Young Life is about 
making kids feel comfortable 
and having fun. Junior Miranda 
Shultz beamed with enthusi-
asm as she said, “I look forward 
to Young Life every week! It’s 
amazing!”

 Young Life is not only a 
way for students to be in a com-
fortable setting while they learn 
about the word of  God, but it’s 
also a great place to be if  stu-
dents need to blow off  steam or 
are looking for something fun 
to do with their time on Mon-
day nights. Young Life meetings 
are every Monday night at 7:27. 
Ask Josh Chandler, senior Jordan 
Rumsey, senior Nick Johnson, or 
even Dan Heartsoch, who can be 
found at lunch sometimes dur-
ing the school week, about where 
meetings are located.
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With so many teachers here at school, some teach-
ers may find it hard to be recognized and remembered. 
And with two men with the same name in the science 
department (Ryan Ingram and Bob Ingraham), it could 
potentially be impossible for those two teachers to each 
establish an identity.

But Mr. Ryan Ingram, popularly known as “Young 
Ingram,” has no problem with sharing a name. He actu-
ally enjoys it.  “It’s kinda fun because being the young one 
is the better of  the two options,” said Ingram.

People often do confuse the two teachers. “We get 
each other’s mail once or twice a week,’ he said, “and peo-
ple think he’s my dad.” Ingram also explained that young-
er students often come into his class looking for “old” In-
graham. He doesn’t mind this, as he considers Ingraham 
to be, “a good guy.”

Ingram’s nickname of  “Young Ingram” has nev-
er bothered him, as he recognizes that he is one of  the 
younger teachers at the school. He’s young enough to ad-
mit his age, saying, “I’m turning thirty this summer.”

Maybe it’s his young age that makes him so popu-
lar with his students. One of  his students, senior Andre 
Smith, said that Ingram is, “a good Physics and Biology 
teacher with a good teaching style.” Smith is so happy 
with Ingram’s teaching that he encourages students plan-
ning to take Physics or Biology in the future to, “request 
Young Ingram at all costs!”

What makes Ingram appealing to Smith is his hands-
on approach to teaching. “[His classes are] interesting 
and fun. Especially the projects,” Smith said.

His hands-on approach to teaching was, in fact, what 

made Ingram become a physics teacher. Ingram has been 
teaching for six years, and four of  those years have been 
spent teaching Physics. “After two years, the opportunity 
arose and I threw my name in and got [the class],” said 
Ingram.

Ingram calls Physics, “Math with a purpose.” He also 
likes that, “it’s easy to do fun, hands-on projects without 
spending a lot of  money. Students can have fun and get 
good results.”

Ingram enjoys teaching outside of  the classroom, 
too. He’s the coach of  the boy’s tennis and baseball teams. 
“I really love sports,” said Ingram. “Coaching provides an 
opportunity for me to help kids in a different way. There’s 
a closer relationship than in the classroom.” Ingram 
played both sports in high school, so he knows what he’s 
doing.

Andre Smith is a student of  Ingram’s both inside and 

outside of  the classroom, as he is a member of  the boy’s 
tennis team. “He’s a really good coach. He helped me with 
a lot of  stuff, like my approach shot,” said Smith.

Ingram’s love for the outdoors translates to his per-
sonal life, too. “I like hiking with my wife and kids,” said 
Ingram. He likes to spend time with his daughters, who 
are two and a half  years and six months old. He also likes 
going to sporting events and hanging out with friends.

Some of  Ingram’s friends are also known by students, 
as they work in the math department. “I hang out with 
Mr. Hein quite a bit, and also Mr. Allinson,” said Ingram. 
Ingram and his wife, Hein and his wife, and several teach-
ers from surrounding school districts are members of  a 
couples group that goes to dinner and on other outings.

Mr. Ingram’s life—in and out of  class—is always 
interesting. One of  the weirdest things to happen in 
his classes took place during his first year of  teaching. 
“I asked my students to bring in something that they 
didn’t know was dead or alive,’ said Ingram, “and one boy 
brought in urine.” That was one of  Ingram’s most un-
comfortable times in his teaching career.

One of  his most exciting moments may have been 
when his class almost burned down the school last year 
with Rube Goldberg machines. As a result of  the catas-
trophe, part of  his wall had to be repainted.

Ingram looks forward to his future teaching career, 
as he likes to introduce new projects. “My favorite project 
this year was the ping pong ball launcher. It was a new 
project [this year],” said Ingram.

With Ingram’s track record of  great classes and 
projects, students can expect to be wowed in years to 
come, but the only way for students for find out what’s in 
store is for them to take Physics themselves. 

Momentum, energy, and...urine?

Tolo both down and out 
Sophomores fail to revive Tolo and fill class coffer 

Tolo suffered the previous 
year’s fate, despite the sopho-
more ASB’s fervent work to 
breathe new life into the dance. 

In an attempt to revitalize 
interest, the sophomore ASB 
chose to start by giving Tolo 
a fresh, new theme. “When we 
were planning at every meet-
ing, I would just kind of  sit in 
the back and yell ‘rave, rave’,” 
Sophomore Class Vice Presi-
dent Shawn Cooper said. After 
the proposed idea was turned 
down by the advisor, “we called 
it a black light dance, instead,” 
he said. 

In place of  phony décor and 
streamers, sophomores planned 
to decorate this year’s Tolo in 
a novel way. “We [were] going 
to have it pimped out with black 
lights and have people wear 
white clothes,” Cooper said. 
“[We were going to] see if  we 
could get laser shows and glow 
sticks, hip hop, and stuff.”  

Even penny-pinching teens 
could have attended Tolo thanks 
to its relatively cheap cost. Be-
cause it was an informal dance 
“you [wouldn’t] have to dress 
up and buy special clothes for 
it,” Sophomore Class Advisor 
Mr. Erik Mahler said. In addi-
tion, tickets were sold to stu-
dents with an ASB card at the 
low price of  $25 for a couple and 
$15 for a single.  

“We chalked the sidewalks 
and made posters,” Cooper said, 
of  how ASB advertised the 
dance. “I talked to people on my 
own and so have the other ASB 
members.” Teachers made an-

nouncements in classes, as well, 
and announcements were made 
on VTV. 

Cooper made a video spe-
cifically for VTV to pull at the 
heartstrings of  every female stu-
dent. “There are ASPCA com-
mercials with Sarah McLachlin, 
and I wanted a sort of  parody 
to that because I know it is a re-
ally popular thing,” Cooper said. 
Set to McLachlin’s song “An-
gel”, the adapted video showed 
heart-wrenching shots of  sad, 
lonely guys who were left out 
in the cold (at least in terms of  
having a date to Tolo). However, 
not even innovative advertising 
was able to rescue Tolo from its 
outcome. 

The sophomore ASB need-
ed to sell 200 tickets for Tolo 
to take place, though only 65 
tickets were purchased. “I would 
just like to say that we sold 8.4 
times more tickets than last 
year,” Sophomore Class Presi-
dent Kraig Looney said. In spite 
of  the sophomore class’s best ef-
forts, significant interest among 
the student body was not stirred. 
“I don’t know if  it [was] partly 
that we [didn’t] have freshmen 
here, at the campus. And they 
probably drive the majority of  
students who go to dances like 
this,” Mahler said. 

Though the original cut-
off  date for buying tickets was 
March 3, the date was pushed 
back to March 10. “The admin-
istration could see we were re-
ally trying to push it, so they 
wanted to give us a few more 
days to see if  the love bug would 
hit the students, or something,” 
Mahler said.  

Students like Cooper and 
Looney gave their utmost for 
Tolo to make it, to little avail. 

“Yes, I do believe we did every-
thing we could to advertise and 
promote Tolo,” Looney said. 
“The rest was up to the stu-
dents.” Cooper also feels that 
everything possible was done to 
ensure Tolo’s success. “I bled for 
Tolo,” Cooper said, of  what he 
gave of  himself  for the dance. 

Because such time and ef-
fort was put into making Tolo a 
hit, its cancellation caused much 
displeasure among the sopho-
more ASB. “We were really 
disappointed because it wasn’t 
successful. We wanted to have a 
dance because it was a fun activ-
ity for students, not just to make 
money,” Cooper said. “Not only 
is it a stain on my record, but for 
the school, as well.”  

However, there is no resent-
ment towards the administra-
tion from the sophomore ASB. 
“If  it hadn’t been cancelled [by 
administration], we would have 
had to announce it,” Looney 
said. If  Tolo had gone on with a 
65 person attendance, the soph-
omore ASB would have only lost 
money.

With consecutive failures 
for the last two years, the con-
tinuance of  Tolo is now in ques-
tion. “I have been talking to some 
students and they have said that 
they’d rather have a winter or 
spring formal. Yet, the other 
half  doesn’t want a formal be-
cause of  the cost,” Cooper said. 

Now that Tolo is cancelled, 
the Class of  2010’s prom is in 

jeopardy. “Sophomores put on 
Tolo and the money that we 
make form Tolo goes with the 
sophomore class, once they 
make it to junior class. And then 
juniors put on prom. Tolo pays 
for prom,” Cooper said. 

Mr. Mahler believes that 
students should [have been] 
invested in whether or not 
Tolo succeeded, for reasons be-
yond next year’s prom. “Well, 
you know, I think dances are a 
large part of  high school. I just 
think students are missing out 
on a fun activity that, you know, 
should be a good time,” he said. 
“I just hate to see students waste 
a chance for fun, in a good envi-
ronment.”  

sophomore ASB members like Connor Potebnya and Patrice Surdi only sold 65 tickets 
         photo by Kaila Alford
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Mr. Ingram hard at work in his classroom 
  photo by Catherine Straume 



Anyone who’s watched 
“Saturday Night Live” in the 
past year would recognize 
Andy Samberg from the cast. 
If  someone watched it rou-
tinely, then they know that 
he’s also one of  the funniest 
people on TV.

After making his own 
website, “Funny or Die,” the 
writers of  SNL took an in-
terest in Samberg and signed 
him as part of  their cast. 
Shortly after that, he starred 
in Hot Rod, a movie that’s 
an ultimate punch to your 
funny bone. For those who 
caught the movie reference, 
give yourselves a pat on the 
back.

Samberg and the mem-
bers of  his “Funny or Die” 
crew have now gone from 
video to audio. “Incredibad” 
is a CD that they released 
under the band name The 
Lonely Island. All of  their 
songs are meant to be taken 
with a grain of  salt. Most 

song tracks are bits from 
SNL Digital Shorts that 
Andy and his friends wrote. 
The songs include; “J**z in 
my Pants,” “I’m on a boat,” 
and their number-one seller 
on iTunes, “D**k in a box.”

The CD was released 
mid-February, and was an 
instant hit. “It’s kind of  like 
Weird Al…But not [stupid] 
or polka,” said sophomore 
Connor Potebnia.

On this CD, actual art-
ists like T-pain and Justin 
Timberlake are featured, 
which adds their own co-
medic flair to the band. Jus-
tin Timberlake explains in 
one song how to give your 
girlfriend a gift that’s better 
than a diamond ring. T- Pain 
raps about being on a boat 
with flip-flops

These guys are Amma-
zeriificaltastic! The sound is 
legit, and all of  the songs are 
funny. Natalie Portman has 
her own rap, that I can’t tell 
you about due to sexual con-
tent and language. But I can 
guarantee that anyone will 
find it funny. About every 

fourth word, “Queen Ami-
dala” drops an F-bomb, and 
it becomes super funny. 

The ability for The 
Lonely Island to recruit ce-
lebrities to be funny with 
them is truly awesome. The 
willingness for famous peo-
ple to have fun, and be enjoy-
able for once, is cool. For the 
people who are on the CD, 
they just became first class 
celebrities in my book. If  
you can, I highly suggest you 
get this CD via download, or 
just go out and buy it. 

“I guess this is growing up”

Over the last decade, we’ve seen several 
bands reunite. In 2004 it was the Pixies and 
Motley Crue. In 2008, it was the Stone Tem-
ple Pilots and Jane’s Addiction. But the most 
recent and surprising band reunion would be 
that of  Blink-182.

At the 2009 Grammys, the members that 
defined pop-punk, Tom DeLonge, Mark Hop-
pus, and Travis Barker, walked out on stage to 
not only announce the winner for “Best Rock 
Album” but clarify that the rumors that the 
band was getting back together were true. On 
their website, Blink-182 confirmed that they 
were already six songs into their new studio 
album that will hopefully be in stores by this 
year. Along with this exciting news, a world 
tour was also announced. Students at school 
have been sharing their enthusiasm for the 
band’s reunion. 

“They’ve been one of  my favorite bands 
for years, and it was heartbreaking when I 
learned they were disbanding,” said senior 
Ryan Rincon. “I was incredibly ecstatic to 
learn during the Grammys that they were get-
ting back together and were planning a sum-
mer tour.”

After the band split in 2005, the members 
found their own projects. DeLonge formed An-
gels and Airwaves while Hoppus and Barker 
started their own band +44. These bands have 
surprisingly contrasting styles. In Angels and 
Airwaves, DeLonge comes off  as someone 
who wants to be taken seriously but it’s rather 
melodramatic and pretentious. It had a very 
“obviously different tone to it” said Rincon.

In +44, Hoppus and Barker try to preserve 
the pop-punk energy that made Blink-182 so 
distinguished. “I enjoyed still getting to hear 

Mark sing and Travis play much in a similar 
style that Blink-182 conveyed through its mu-
sic,” said Rincon, “Regardless, there was that 
spark missing that made the three guys click 
so well musically, and while I was glad to still 
be able to listen to new music from all mem-
bers of  the group, it just wasn’t the same.” 
Hopefully with the band getting back together 
we’ll see these elements of  melodrama and 
pop energy that made the band so successful 
in the past.

The band was considerably noticed for 
their childish “potty” humor. Rincon said one 
of  his favorite songs, “Family Reunion”, has a 
37-second run time where nearly every word 
is an obscenity. Rincon urges “everyone to give 
that one a listen.” But alongside their school-
boy antics, Blink-182 lyrics convey sincerity 
about teenage angst and family dysfunction. 
With anticipation, Blink fans are looking for 
those elements of  humor and poignancy that 
made the band so great, while also returning 
to the musical roots of  their earlier work.

“I’m hoping that a reunited Blink manages 
to return to the roots of  their earlier music a 
bit, that had a faster and lighter tone to it, as 
was much more evident in albums like Cheshire 
Cat, Dude Ranch, and even Enema of  the State.” 
said Rincon, “I enjoyed some of  the later work 
they put out prior to their disbanding, and I 
don’t want discourage more of  that music as 
well. I would love to see plenty of  music that 
can just be inappropriate and absurd as it can 
be about love gained or lost.”

No matter what your favorite songs were, 
Blink-182 fans are excited. Let’s keep our fin-
gers crossed that Blink-182 will deliver while 
bringing back the sick humor and angst-rid-
den lyrics that we all nostalgically miss.

 

Knowing
Nicolas Cage stars in Know-

ing, a National Treasure-type mov-
ie, and he returns to what he does 
best: action. Knowing begins with 
the opening of  a 50-year-old time 
capsule at an elementary school. 
Young Caleb Koestler Chandler 
Canterbury ends up with a strange 
sequence of  numbers which his fa-
ther (Cage), a professor, discovers 
to be a detailed prediction of  all 
the natural disasters that had hap-
pened in the past 50 years, com-
plete with an accurate record of  
the death tolls. Even more bone-
chilling is that there is one event 
that hasn’t happened yet, a disas-
ter that looks to be threatening 
to the world’s entire population, 
so Koestler tries to warn others. 
Unfortunately this does not have 

the effect that Koestler wants, as 
everyone just laughs it off  and la-
bels him as a psychopath. Knowing 
is looking to be an action-y relief  
from the copious number of  TV-
to-theater adaptations that are 
coming out in this next month.

Dragonball Evolution
Dragonball, is the most current 

member of  the new trend of  anime 
series receiving TV-to-theater ad-
aptations. The film is a live-action 
film from a cartoon TV show. The 
plot focuses around a young boy, 
Goku (Justin Chatwin), who goes 
on a quest to find the seven drag-
onballs before Lord Piccolo (who is 
evil in this film). Other characters 
are present to keep the film true to 
the original series. These charac-
ters include the wise Master Roshi 
(Chow Yan-Fat) and Bulma (Emmy 
Rossum). Gohan is conspicuously 
absent from this film and only serves 
a small role as Goku’s grandfather. 
Despite such abnormalities, this 
film has shaped up to be as good a 
live action Dragonball movie we’ll 
ever get. But what’s next? Live ac-
tion Pokémon? 

Hannah Montana: the 
Movie

Yet another TV-to-theater 
adaptation, and this one even fea-
tures an extremely original name! 
Hannah’s first theater appearance 
is looking to just be an extremely 
long Disney channel episode. The 
show will still be based in Han-
nah’s hometown of  LA, so, unlike 
the failure of  The Simpson’s Movie, 
this movie will actually keep its 
supporting cast. The movie will 
also have all the normal Hannah-
esque problems: Hannah (Miley 
Cyrus) tries to balance her life of  
stardom with her relationships 
with her father (Billy Ray Cyrus) 
and friends. This film is definitely 

one that all you five-year-old girls 
can’t miss. 
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Coming to a big 
screen near you...
Previews of upcoming movies
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Blink-182 finally back together

An incredi-funny CD
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Sure, concerts are nice. Pay some 
money, see your favorite band and a few 
opening acts, dance a bit, go home. But 
sometimes you just end up longing for 
more. More fun, more bands, more en-
tertainment, more to do, just more.

That’s where music festivals come 
in. Usually held once a year in a fixed 
location, they can go on for days, and 
feature dozens to hundreds of  bands 
and other types of  entertainment. 
While it will cost you a bit more to get 
in the door, it’s still a cheap price when 
you consider how much you’re getting 
for your money. Music festivals gather 
tons of  headlining bigger bands and up 
and coming acts together in one place, 
and so they’re definitely worth your 
time.

Bumbershoot:
Held in Seattle Center every Labor 

Day weekend since 1971, it’s the lon-
gest running music and arts festival 
in Seattle, and the biggest showcase 
for regional talent in the whole Pa-
cific Northwest. The name is actually 
rather archaic slang for the word “um-
brella,” but the festival is anything but 
dated. While the lineup has not been 
announced yet for this year, last year 
brought class acts like Stone Temple 
Pilots, Beck, !!!, Bedouin Soundclash 
and The Whigs. The festival also fea-
tures the One Reel film festival, art, and 
about anything else you could imagine. 
If  you’re interested, standard three-
day passes are only $80 if  you buy 
them early.

Sasquatch:
Washington’s other major festival, 

Sasquatch, is held every Memorial Day 

weekend at the Gorge Amphitheatre. 
While Bumbershoot usually has a large 
variety of  artists, Sasquatch typically 
focuses on indie rock, although it has 
been known to branch into alternative 
and hip hop. It’s considerably spendi-
er as well, with three-day passes now 
going for $154.50, and you’ll need to 
purchase a camping spot or hotel as 
well. However, going for one day only 
is recommended—but picking just one 
is hard! This year brings us the likes 
of  Kings of  Leon, Nine Inch Nails, 
Animal Collective, Silversun Pickups 
and Gogol Bordello. This festival also 
features a number of  comedy acts, in-
cluding Zach Galifianakis and Demetri 
Martin.

SXSW:
However, if  you really have some 

money to burn, your best bet is by far 
South by Southwest.  Held annually in 
Austin, Texas, (from March 18-22 this 
year) it’s one of  the biggest music fes-
tivals in the entire US, and also features 
entirely separate, huge, film and inter-
active festivals in different parts of  the 
city. To buy your five-day pass now 
would set you back $695—but, true to 
form, you’re getting access to almost 
every perk you could possibly imagine: 
five days of  shows, four days of  panels, 
parties, a BBQ, a subscription to their 
magazine, and classes on the music in-
dustry, among many other things. On 
their website, all the musical acts can’t 
even be listed on one page! However, 
some include the Used, Relentless7, 
The Decemberists, The Wombats, Al-
bert Hammond Jr. (on break from the 
Strokes) and even some Northwest fa-
vorites, like New Faces. I die a bit inside 
every year that I do not attend this fes-
tival.  So you should definitely look into 
it if  you have the cash.

What a strange album. I must say 
that I have never in my life listened to 
anything even remotely close to the 
synthesized beats and tones that Exile 
throws at you in their newest release, 
Radio. This style of  music cannot be 
simply summed up by any one category 
of  music. Sites like Amazon.com do try 
by giving it the label of  “rap” or “hip-
hop”, but such a label does not come 
close to doing this album justice.

Exile starts this album—and each 
song—with sound bytes from various 
radio channels, which serve as a spo-
radically occurring theme throughout 
the album and also gives the album its 
namesake. The majority of  the songs 
(apart from their radio opening) actu-
ally reminded me of  some sort of  mod-
ernized psychedelic rock, similar in ap-
proach to the likes of  the band Tool. 
However, the execution of  the music 
is far different than Tool as Exile relies 
more heavily on remixed tunes, which 
is no surprise coming from a DJ. 

One song, “The Machine”, particu-
larly stuck with me. The song features 
repetitive but extremely catchy beats 
that you can’t help at least bobbing 
your head to. Following “The Machine” 
is “It’s Coming Down”, which is entire-
ly comprised of  remixed sound bytes 
that are entirely separate but give you 
the strange sensation that they some-
how are all related. Needless to say the 
song is executed beautifully. 

The songs all run together in a 
similar manner to the content of “It’s 
Coming Down.” Each is new and re-
freshing but at the same time it feels 

like you already know what is going 
to happen. This serves as the album’s 
greatest strength, but also serves as its 
greatest flaw. In no way does it make 
the album hard to listen to, but the 
feeling of  a common thread between 
songs slightly takes away from the lus-
ter of  the album. However, right as you 
feel your interest starting to slip away, 
a new element in introduced; their tim-
ing is impeccable. An example of  this 
would be the continuous heavy bass of  
“Your Summer Song.” The bass is so 
powerful that it almost drowns out the 
radio bytes; it really helps to shake the 
album up, and even though the song 
is oddly calming it jolts you to your 
senses.

Radio concludes in the same strange 
and soulful manner as it began; the last 
few songs have a hint of  jazz/blues in 
them which were just as enjoyable as 
the rest of  the album, and I hate jazz. 
But wow was I impressed with Radio, 
far from being the bland run of  the 
mill hip-hop album that Amazon.com 
told me that I would be receiving.

Ever been on MySpace or Facebook 
and seen a picture of  an adorable cat with 
a ridiculously cutesy captioning (a lolcat, 
it’s called), or ever hear someone yell, 
“EPIC FAIL!” from across the lunchroom? 
Or have you heard about a little diaboli-
cal thing called the Game? (You just lost 
by the way). These types of  images or 
phrases are part of  the internet “meme” 
phenomena that is correlated closely with 
various “imageboard” communities across 
the web.

At its most basic, an internet “meme” 
is the broadcast of  a digital file or hyper-
link from one person to another using a 
method that is available through the inter-
net. These methods include e-mail, blogs, 
MySpace, Facebook, or instant messaging. 
The content often consists of  a saying or 
joke, a rumor, an altered or original image, 
a complete website, a video clip or ani-
mation, or an offbeat news story, among 
many others.

One student was quoted but would 

like to remain anonymous because on 
these communities no one knows each 
others identity or name. So he or she will 
go by this alias: Student B. 

“It’s an inside joke for the internet,” 
said Student B.

Some popular memes that students at 
the school may know of  include numerous 
YouTube videos like Tay Zonday’s “Choc-
olate Rain,” or the Rick Astley’s music 
video “Never Gonna Give You Up.” Other 
memes reference catch-phrases from cer-
tain video games like Star Fox 64 when 
the character Peppy Hare exclaims, “Do 
a barrel roll!” or the staged events that 
occurred in World of  Warcraft during a 
routine raid gone wrong accompanied by 
the name Leeroy Jenkins. One of  the more 
popular memes is to turn a motivational 
poster into a parody called a “demoti-
vational” poster, which gives a picture, a 
title, and a brief  description.

“People use demotivational posters to 
reinforce other memes that have already 
been established,” said Student B.

These internet memes are used large-
ly in the subculture that is the internet 
imageboard community. Imageboard web-

sites are forums where anyone can anony-
mously post pictures and write “threads” 
related to those pictures, which are most 
commonly memes.

“It started as an English translation 
of  a Japanese image board,” said Student 
B, “needless to say the English version of  
these sites has surpassed the Japanese in 
popularity and has spawned many knock-
offs.”

These internet communities rely on 
the collective power of  its individual par-
ticipants. In an interview with an anony-
mous member of  one of  these communi-
ties, the Baltimore City Paper said that 
they “work toward a set of  goals” and 
“have this agenda” that they all agree on 
and “all coordinate and act, but all act in-
dependently toward it, without any want 
for recognition. We just want to get some-
thing that we feel is important done.” 
But another member of  this community 
scoffed at this idea.

“These people take the group serious-
ly enough where they’ll go out and take 
the jokes and memes too far and commit 
criminal acts,” said Student B.

But this doesn’t stop users from com-

mitting practical jokes, protests, or hack-
ing into someone’s e-mail for “the lulz” or 
for fun. Various examples of  this type of  
behavior include Project Chanology, who 
have officially declared a “War on Scien-
tology” against the Church of  Scientol-
ogy. On February 10, 2008 about 7,000 
people protested in more than 93 cities 
worldwide while wearing Guy Fawkes 
masks based on the character V from the 
graphic novel/film V for Vendetta, a meme 
in itself.

But again, most users just like to 
prank and do not take these inside jokes 
into the real world that could be harmful 
to others. Some just like to be a general 
nuisance. Examples include prank calling 
Gamestop video game stores and request-
ing an out of  stock Nintendo game called 
“Battletoads”, harrasing Tom Green on 
his internet talk show, or even hacking 
into Sarah Palin’s personal e-mail and 
spamming it.

“It’s all just a bunch of  nerds joking 
around on the internet,” said Student B, 
“we just do it for the lulz.” 
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Do a barrel roll! Internet communities and memes

Exile’s newest album, 
Radio, a nice effort

Music Festivals
Like a party for your ears (and you)
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Despite an early 
lead, the girls tennis 
team starts the 
season with a loss
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It was a windy day 
when the guys baseball 
team took the field to bat-
tle Glacier Peak in only 
their second game of  the 
season. The Vikings didn’t 
just win this game; they 
destroyed Glacier Peak in 
an 11-1 victory that only 
lasted four and a half  in-
nings.  

It all started in the first 
inning when the Vikings 
began the game by getting 
senior runners Cody Por-
ter and Josh Solemsaas on 
second and third base with 
no outs and Glacier Peak’s 
starting pitcher looking 
shaky. The clean up batter 
senior Joey Pulitano hit the 
ball to the third baseman, 

who fielded the ball, and 
it appeared to be a routine 
groundout, but a throwing 
error by the third baseman 
allowed the Vikings to 
score senior Cody Porter 
and stay at no outs.  

Events similar to these 
continued for the entire 
first inning until every 
Viking in the lineup got a 
chance to hit, and five runs 
were scored, making the 
game an early 5-0 Viking 
lead.  

It all continued in 
the next inning when the 
Vikings were able to add 
two more runs to make the 
game an even more exhila-
rating 7-0 lead.  

In the next inning, 
Glacier Peak was able to 
actually get runners to sec-
ond and third base, but the 
Vikings escaped the inning 

without allowing a run.  
Fortunes still weren’t 

turning for Glacier Peak, 
as they gave up three more 
runs in the bottom of  the 
third to make the game 
10-0 and cause the Viking 
faithful to grow even more 
supportive and inspired by 
their team.  

Defense continued to 
remain stout for the Vi-
kings in the top of  the 
fourth when runners made 
it to the corners, but yet 
again didn’t allow the Griz-
zlies to bring a batter home. 
More excitement came for 
Viking fans in the bottom 
of  the fourth when the Vi-
kings loaded the bases up 
with no outs, but nobody 
could drive a runner in and 
the score remained 11-0 
going into the fifth inning. 
At the top of  the fifth in-

ning it was Glacier Peak’s 
last chance to score two 
runs because according to 
the rules if  at the middle 
of  the fifth inning a team 
is leading the game by ten 
points or more the game 
ends then and the leading 
team is the victor. With the 
game at 11-0, Glacier Peak 
had to score two or more 
runs in the inning to stay 
alive. The Grizzlies were 
able to score one run but 
were unable to score the 
badly needed second as the 
Vikings held runners at 
second and third base, to 
seal a nail-biting end to a 
game in the middle of  the 
fifth as the Vikings defeat-
ed the Glacier Peak Griz-
zlies 11-1.

The Vikings defeated Glacier Peak 11-1 in 
less than five innings

The girls softball team had a 
disappointing beginning to their 
season when they suffered a 7-3 loss 
to Jackson High School on March 
17. In a game that was chilled by 
constant winds, the Lady Vikings 
committed six errors including 
drops in the outfield and missing 
throw-outs that could have ended 
innings or led to double plays.

While on offense, the Lady 
Viks had their high point when se-
nior Vallen Brewer hit a double in 
the bottom of  the first inning, with 
two outs, and scored when senior 
Jordan Rumsey drove Brewer in 
to home to give the Vikings a lead 
of  1-0. However, after the exciting 
first inning, Jackson rebounded and 
poured it on by scoring five more 
unanswered points until the bot-
tom of  the fifth, when junior Shel-
by Miksch and sophomore Tayler 
Blumenfield were able to score two 
more runs to make the score 5-3.

Just when it appeared that the 
Vikings were going to be able to 
pull out a comeback, Jackson added 
two more runs in the next two in-
nings when a Jackson player was 
able to hit a triple in the top of  the 
sixth inning, driven in later that in-
ning to make the game 6-3.

Then in the next inning, Jack-
son hit a long ball past the outfield-
ers and was able to score a home 
run to make the game 7-3 and out 
of  reach for the Vikings. In the 
bottom of  the final inning the girls 
tried to come back when they got 
a runner on base and brought in a 
pinch hitter, but their attempt was 
crushed when Jackson struck out 
the pinch hitter and finalized the 
game at a score of  7-3 for the girls’ 
first loss of  the season.

Despite the loss the girls did 
show promise for the season. The 
starting pitcher for the Vikings, 
sophomore Launa Blaine, was 
spot-on at times and catcher Vallen 
Brewer played great defense at the 
plate. Despite this loss, the Lady 
Vikings should be able to be com-
petitive this season and compete for 
a playoff  spot.

There was one disturbing 
trend at the game, however: there 
were no Superfans to cheer the girls 
on. There were likely no more then 
20 fans on the Vikings side at this 
game, and it appeared as if  Jack-
son had more support. If  you want 
more wins from the girls this sea-
son you need to show up and cheer 
the girls to victory.

Tyler Irwin
S t a f f  R e p o r t e r 

Girls softball defeated in first game of the 
season but expect better results in the future

the girls’ softball team poses for a team picture
photo courtesy of Digital Imaging Services

Baseball kicks off the season with a 
decisive victory

the baseball team looks as sharp as they play in their team picture 
photo courtesy of Digital Imaging Services
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With little time to prepare for their first match, 
the girls varsity tennis team was hustled to take part 
in their first game. No problem though, because some 
of  these girls have been staying long after practice 
to acquire the satisfaction they want out of  their sea-
son. 

With the varsity and junior varsity players cho-
sen, the girls headed out to Marysville for their first 
match against the Marysville Pilchuck’s Tomahawks 
on March 17, 2009. 

 As the team stepped off  the bus, the wind was 
blowing hard and it was unusually cold. But there was 
no time to complain as the girls went straight into 
game mode. Practicing serves and strokes, stretching, 
and just thinking about what their plan was for the 
day, the girls were almost ready.  

Among the seven matches played, three of  them 
were doubles, leaving the other four to be singles.

With junior Antonia Liebenow starting the first 
girl’s varsity tennis (singles) match of  the day, it was 
surely exciting. Liebenow, with little resistance, forced 
her opponent to an impressive shut out 6-0 in the first 
set and 6-0 in the second set.

After the team lost the second and third match-
es, senior Daniella Peña came out into action for the 
fourth match of  the day. It was definitely a heated 
match, but was no problem for Peña as she forced her 
opponent to a 6-3 loss in the first set and a 6-1 loss in 
the second set.

“I feel my game was good. I struggled a little in 
the first round, but improved in the second round,” 
Peña said after winning her match.

As the fifth match of  the day (first doubles match) 
started, seniors Amanda Iffrig and Kayla Evans used 
their great teamwork to out-do their opponents. As 
the two girls led a great 6-3 in the first set, they sur-
prisingly clashed heads in the second set, losing 4-6. 
Astonishingly, both girls brought back their game and 
won 6-4 in the third and final set. 

As the day wore to an end, the girl’s varsity ten-
nis team unfortunately lost a great fought match with 
a final score of  3-4. “Well, it’s early in the season. But 
we have a good team this year, so hopefully we will get 
better,” said senior Chelsea Boren after her loss.

The girls played well overall, but there was one 
problem with this match: there weren’t many fans 
present, which showed a huge lack of  support. These 
girls have been working hard and long to do their best 
and put on a great game, so for us to show no sup-
port is pretty sad. With a good-sized fan base cheer-
ing for the team, no doubt about it, the girls will have 
more faith in themselves and feel a lot better during 
the game.

David Parsons
S t a f f  R e p o r t e r 

senior Kayla Evans warms up
photo by Amelia Dickson
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The boy’s basketball team has had 
a season for the history books. The 
boys qualified for the state tourna-
ment for the first time in 27 years. The 
team, lead by seniors Sean Stickney, 
Ryan Legg, and TJ Dodge, finished 
the season at an amazing record of  22 
wins and only six losses.

The state tournament started off  
for the Vikings with a game against 
Garfield on March 4, 2009. At the start 
of  the game Sean Stickney quickly got 
into some trouble by getting called for 
two fouls in the first 30 seconds of  
the game, and unfortunately for the 
Vikings he was sitting on the bench 
until the second quarter. “I think they 
were bad calls, because Garfield just 
flopped, it was not actually a charge,” 
said junior spectator Zac Israel. The 
charging foul Stickney got called for 
“could’ve gone either way,” according 
to Israel. By the end of  the first quar-
ter, the game was scored 12-6 with 
Garfield firmly controlling the lead. 
The Vikings started to improve in the 
second quarter, cutting Garfield’s lead 
to only four with a score of  23-19. In 
the third quarter the Vikings closed 
in on Garfield, getting the score to 
28-27, Garfield still leading. However 
with a late scoring burst from the Gar-
field Bulldogs the quarter ended with 
the Bulldogs leading the Vikings 36 to 
29. The fourth quarter was Garfield’s 
quarter to pull away outscoring the 
Vikings 18-10 in the last quarter of  
the game to win 54-39.

On March 5, the Vikings faced the 
Decatur basketball team. It was the 
second game of  the tournament and 
if  the Viks lost then they would be 
out of  the tournament. The Vikings 
started off  strong with junior Shane 
Kaska hitting two three-pointers in 
the first quarter. However, in the sec-
ond quarter the Vikings got into some 
foul trouble and Decatur got the bo-
nus. (The bonus is where if  a team 
commits a foul the team gets one free 
throw, and if  they make it then they 
get a second.) At the end of  the first, 

the score was tied at 17-17. Then with 
only two minutes left to play in the 
second quarter, Decatur got into the 
double bonus, which means they au-
tomatically got two free throws when 
fouled. At the end of  the second quar-
ter TJ Dodge hit a three-pointer to 
lead the Vikings into halftime with a 
score of  35-30 over Decatur.

In the third quarter Decatur got 
the lead. With a little over four min-
utes to play in the third quarter Stick-
ney tied the game at 38-38; however, 
Decatur came back with a late scoring 
burst. The score was 47-40 Decatur 
with one minute to go in the quarter, 
and at the end they hit a three-pointer 
to make the game 50-40. In the fourth 
quarter the Vikings made their come-
back.  With 6:10 left to play the Vi-
kings tied up the game again, led by 
Stickney’s ability to get to the basket. 
He got fouled on his shot attempt 
(which he made) and then he com-
pleted the three-point play. At 5:20 re-
maining the game was tied, and then 
the momentum seemed to be turning 
a little towards Decatur as they took 
the lead with the score of  56-52. With 
three minutes 11 seconds remaining, 
Decatur senior Marcus Tibbs got his 
fifth foul of  the night, which means he 
fouled out of  the game; Tibbs was also 
injured on the play. In the next two 
minutes the Viking’s defense played a 
key part in making a comeback as they 
kept Decatur at 56 and the Vikings 
were still losing by two. With 38.4 
seconds left the refs called a travel on 
senior Ryan Legg, and the score was 
still 57-56 giving the ball to Decatur. 
Decatur never capitalized the oppor-
tunity they had to take the lead, and 
the Vikings regained possession of  
the ball. With 17.4 seconds left, Stick-
ney was fouled and received two free 
throw opportunities. He made both 
shots, bringing the score to 59-56. 
Decatur never scored after that. The 
Vikings outscored the Decatur Gators 
19-6 in the fourth to win the game 59-
56. Stickney finished the game with a 
double-double with 30 points, 15 re-
bounds, and five assists.

“Defense wins championships,” 
said junior Chris Finley. He couldn’t 

have said that any better. 
Lake Stevens went on to play two 

more games: Friday March 6 against 
Eisenhower, which ended 50-49 Vi-
kings, and Saturday March 7 against 
Redmond, which resulted in a 74-70 
upset against the Vikings. The Vi-
kings placed eighth overall in the state 
tournament.

The Vikings had two players on 
the first team make the All WESCO 
team: senior Sean Stickney and junior 

Shane Kaska. Senior Ryan Legg was 
honorable mention All WESCO. Stick-
ney also made the first team all-state 
tournament team and was, according 
to Coach Mark Hein, the MVP of  the 
playoffs. He averaged 24 points from 
the three games the Vikings competed 
in leading the tournament scorers.

Boys basketball takes 8th at State
Scott Macdonald

S t a f f  R e p o r t e r 

despite the efforts of players junior Chris Finley and senior Sean Stickney, the 
Vikings lose against Garfield

photo courtesy of Rolin Meyer

With great preparation and hard work in prac-
tice, the boy’s varsity soccer team was thrilled to en-
gage in their first game of  the season. It was March 
17, Tuesday night, and the team was prepared to 
show what they had in store.

“I feel very confident about [the game]. We 
have been working very hard in practice, and we’re 
just ready to play a great game,” said senior Zach 
Muth a few days before their first game.

“Last year, when we versed Cascade Everett, we 
didn’t have much of  a problem with them. So hope-
fully this year won’t be any different as well,” said 
junior Jake Orwiler.

When it was finally game day both teams were 
more than ready to play. It was a good 30 min-
utes before the first goal was scored by Viking se-
nior Johnny Hollaway, which went strait over their 

goalie’s head. Another 30 minutes had passed before 
Cascade shot and scored on the Vikings, bringing 
the score dead even at 1-1. Soon enough, it was dou-
ble overtime with the score still 1-1, when out of  
nowhere Muth scored the winning goal and ended 
the game 2-1 Vikings. The crowd screamed and the 
boys celebrated their astonishing victory as the first 
game of  the season ended, bringing a one and zero 
record to date.

“[Kicking the winning goal] felt amazing and I 
was very ecstatic. But I couldn’t have done it with-
out my team, because they gave me the ball, and I 
just finished it. All I can say is, it was a great game 
and we played our best,” said Muth.

“We can still get a little better, but overall we 
worked very well as a whole and put on a really good 
game,” said junior Vasily Bogdanoff.

All in all, a great game was played by the boy’s 
varsity soccer team as they defeated Cascade Everett 
2-1. There will be, more than surely, other games 
like that as the season progresses. 

Boy’s varsity soccer: Officially 1 and 0
David Parsons

S t a f f  R e p o r t e r 

senior Wyatt Lee shows his game face
photo by Catherine Straume 
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Valhalla Challenge:
Can you guess who belongs 
to each set of eyes?
If you think you can name all six people, 
come to the Valhalla (room 303) during 
your lunch and prove your skills. The 
first three winners will be announced in 
the next issue of the Valhalla.

Mr. Alderson was one of the most enthusiastic teachers in the March 20 
spring sports assembly. He walked out in his nice teacher clothing, which was 
paired with a snorkel, mask, and flippers. He, along with a few other teachers, 
was slimed by the Leadership class during a teacher competition that pitted 
the English teachers against the spring sports coaches. The English teachers 
were victorious.
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topten
10. Da’ Cafeteria Decapitator
  9. The Parking Lot Prowler
  8. The Library Lurker
  7. The Hallway Hitman
  6. The Pencil Shanker
  5. The Assembly Assassin
  4. The Phantom of the PAC
  3. The Viking Period Killjoy
  2. The Natural Highs Ninja
  1. The DECA Disemboweler

School Serial Killers


