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This time of year is usually considered 
to be the season of giving, but as holiday 
shoppers tighten their grips on the wallets, 
charities in need will undobutbly suffer. 
Among those charities, are the annual food 
drives and Giving tree Leadership and ASB 
hold every year.

Senior Kate Perry helped organize the 
Giving Tree last year, when dismal wather 
conditions and a lengthy winter break con-
tributed to a decline in donations.

“Last year we got a fair amount,” said 
Perry. “But not as much as we hoped. [This 
year] we’re just hoping we don’t get snow 
again, that stopped us from getting more 
than we thought we would.”

Every year a large Christmas tree is as-
sembled in the cafeteria by members of 

ASB and Leadership. On the tree are paper 
ornaments that students take and purchase 
a present for the child who corresponds 
with the ornament. Perry noticed that  only 
a small number of gifts that were donated 
were for teenagers.

“There’s always more for a little kids than 
for older kids,” said Perry. “Don’t be afraid 
to take one[ornamaent] for a kid you’re 
age, because they always get cheated this 
time of year.”

Senior Lauren Crow donated a gift to the 
Giving Tree her sophomore year and is 
worried not nearly as much presents will 
be donated this year.

“I think they’re might be a big drop in the 
number of gifts and the quality of gifts,” 
said Crow. “But it’s still the thought that 
counts.”

The Lake Stevens food bank has come 

under enormous strain this year, with not 
nearly enough donations to feed a greater 
number of families in need. Schools in the 
Lake Stevens district have contributed to 
the food bank for a number of years, but 
this year’s Thanksgiving food drive didn’t 
garner as many donations the food bank 
was hoping for.

A recent poll conducted by World Vision 
suggests that many charities will suffer a 
signifi cant drop in year-end donations. 
Charities that receive the most donations 
during the holidays, such as the Salvation 
Army, are anticipating as much as a nine 
percent decline in donations this year.

Diffi cult economic times haven’t ended 
the Viking charitable spirit. Junior Marlene 
Pierce has created the charity “Russell’s 
Relief” in honor of her father who passed 
away during the summer of 2009.

“Our fi rst main project is to create back-
packs with essentials to pass out at local 
homless shelters,” said Pierce. “It will 
benefi t homeless people in Lake Stevens, 
Everett and the surrounding Snohomish 
county areas.”

The Purple and Gold has lent its sup-
port  to Russell’s Relief to gather donations 
throughout the remainder of the school 
year.

“I just wanted to do something in my 
dad’s honor and he really supported things 
like this,” said Pierce.

With charities at the school still going 
strong despite diffi cult economic times, 
those in need throughout the community 
can count on the generosity of others.

School-run charities still going strong

Holiday cheer spreads outside of the Lake Stevens Safeway as the food drive continues PHOTO BY CATHERINE STRAUME

The single most antici-
pated videogame to date 
was released on November 
10. At launch, the very fi rst 
day it was available, Call 
of Duty: Modern Warfare 
2 (MW2) made history by 
destroying every sales re-
cord previously held by 
anything in the entertain-
ment industry. In the fi rst 
24 hours after its release, 
Modern Warfare 2 sold 
4.7 million copies, bring-
ing in $310 million, in the 
US and the UK alone. In 
the opening week, MW2 
sold an estimated 8 million 
copies worldwide, bringing 

its earnings to nearly $550 
million. It beat Halo 3, Ti-
tanic, and Thriller. 

 But you don’t care about 
that, and most of you al-
ready own, or have at least 
played, MW2. This review 
is for the few people out 
there who still have yet to 
experience the precision-
crafted goodness that set 
developer Infi nity Ward 
back nearly $50 million 
just to make, and that’s 
not counting the estimated 
$150 million that went into 
marketing and distribution.   

Although the overwhelm-
ing majority of gamers pur-
chase Call of Duty games 
for the online experience, 

we’re going to start off by 
taking a look at the cam-
paign. The story picks up 
approximately fi ve years 
after the events in Call of 
Duty 4: Modern Warfare, 
with one ultranationalist 
Russian terrorist replaced 
by another. As with other 
games in the Call of Duty 
franchise, you progress 
through the story in an 
episodic, mission-based 
fashion, playing as various 
characters as you go. In 
some missions you play a 
soldier in the Army Rang-
ers, taking the fi ght to the 
enemy on the front line. 
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MW2 proves worth the hype

SEE WAR, PAGE 9
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For most students, high school is just about surviving and graduating. But for senior 
Ross Jones, school is a passion and an opportunity to showcase his talents, academically 
and physically. 

Jones is in his second year of Leadership, and although many students would fi nd it ter-
rifying to be center court in front of the entire school, Jones fi nds it enjoyable to be out 
there. Whether wearing a long black wig, a wolf costume, or even a beaming sunshine, 
Jones can pull off any outfi t.

“I think its fun to be in assemblies; they are about being goofy, not serious,” said 
Jones. 

All this silliness has brought Jones fame. During the 2008 Prom Assembly, Jones and 
a few other students performed the “Harry Potter Puppet Pals Fake Out” for the school. 
The video was posted on YouTube, and, as of December of this year, it has received over 
4,000 hits.

Jones was also on the football team in the fall, and has been every year of high school. 
He also plays basketball in the winter and poll vaults for track in the spring. Jones has 
lettered in track every year of high school. He lettered in football the last two years and 
basketball last year.  He hopes to letter again in basketball and track this year. 

“My favorite [extracurricular] activities are sports, but it’s hard to choose one as the 
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For most students, high school is just about surviving and graduating. But for senior 
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Who? Ross Jones

SEE JONES, PAGE 10

Exchange student Yannick Leopold
page 11
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The “Mikado”, the spring play, will be the 
fi rst school play to have ever been based off 
of a classic opera. 
The “Mikado”, which came out in 1885, is 
the most of plays by Gilbert and Sullivan. 
The play is considered a comic opera, which 
means it provides the audience with not 
only the joy of opera, but not as serious as 
most operas are considered. 
 The play begins in a small Japanese vil-
lage called Titipu, where the Mikado, the 
Emperor of Japan, rules that all fl irting is 
to be considered a capital crime. The fi rst 
victim to the new ruling, a cheap tailor by 
the name of Ko-Ko, is sentenced to death for 
fl irting with Yum-Yum, who is also loved by 

Nanki-Poo. Ko-Ko, favored by the Emperor, 
is chosen as an executioner when Nanki-
Poo is then sentenced to death in his place. 
However, many judiciary members do not 
agree that Ko-Ko should be able to live, and 
instead think he should kill himself in order 
to lift the law.         
The play includes 24 acts, with 9 main 
characters. The main characters include: 
Nanki-Poo, Katisha, Ko-Ko, Poo-Bah, Pish-
Tush, The Mikado, Yum-Yum, Pitti-Sing, 
and Peep-Bo. 
 “A scream” said Carrie Gerrard, drama 
teacher and director on the upcoming play.
Gerrard almost chose to put on another 
play.
 “I had another idea, but I was still open to 
possibilities. And when I read the summary 

and heard the music, I was surprised,” said 
Gerrard. 
Although a specifi c audition date has not 
been chosen, the play will run either right 
before Winter Break, or right after it. Audi-
tion dates have also not been set, though 
the dates will be published with plenty of 
notice beforehand.  
The auditions will take place for two days. 
There will be script readings, dancing, and 
plenty of singing. The students who audi-
tion will fi rst choose their own song to sing, 
and then Gerrard will have them sing a song 
chosen by her. 
“I want the students to have a blast on 
stage, to listen, to do what I want, and to 
put 110 percent into whatever I’m asking,” 
said Gerrard, about what she wants to see 

from the students auditioning. The play is 
scheduled to start at the end of April. 
Honour Harlowe is a sophomore and an 
avid participant when it comes to theater. 
Harlowe, who starred in the recent “Sleepy 
Hollow” and radio plays, looks forward to 
her involvement in “The Mikado”.
“I love to be on stage. I feel at home there. I 
love all the people [and] the atmosphere [of] 
the stage,” said Harlowe. “I love to act.”
 “It’s funny because it deals with topics that 
are sort of sinister but their done in a really 
ridiculous way, [and] in a very comical and 
funny way. It’s going to be a lot of fun it’s 
going to bring some giggles,” said Harlowe.
As it seems, “The Mikado” will be a play 
that keeps the audience laughing, while on 
the edge of their seats.

Our band is one of the highlights of our school. They 
cheer on the players at all of our football games and many 
other of our events. But now, they have their chance 
to be the best band in the Seattle area by entering the 
KZOK Battle of the Bands contest. 
The contest includes about thirty high school bands 
from in and around the Seattle area.
“The KZOK Battle of the Bands is a competition of high 
school bands. You’re required to pick a classic rock 
song,” said band director Neil Proff. “We perform the 
song and put it into an MP3, so you need to have the 
recording technology to make that happen.”
The band had to submit a video to the radio station fea-
turing their version of a song, specifi cally a classic rock 
song. The band’s video can be found on YouTube. The 
band played its own version of “Dirty Deeds,” by AC/DC. 
“I thought it was really good, it was upbeat. I liked the 
drums, the bass; it all sounded great,” said junior Mitch 
Kitson, who listened to the bands song over the radio. “I 
think they sound really good; they’re awesome.”
The band travelled to Seattle to play its song live on 
KZOK.
“I think we have a pretty good chance [of winning],” 
said Proff. “There was a reason they had us go down to 
play on the air. [The band is] doing a fantastic job. They 
sound really good.”
The fi rst and second place high school bands receive 
cash prizes that will go toward instruments for band and 
other school music programs.
“If we win, I’d defi nitely do some research on what to 

do. We could really use a new drum set,” said Proff. “I’d 
really like to bulk up the drum line, but there’s always 
plenty of stuff we can do. We could use a new bass amp 
too.”
The contest put a bit of pressure on the band members.  
A lot of practice and hard work went into the contest. 
“Most of [the practice] was during the school day, or do-
ing the songs at the games. It is one of our pep songs that 
we do at all the games.” said Proff.
Although all of the practice may have been a burden on 
some of the students, it did eventually pay off when they 
displayed their talents over the airwaves to classic rock 
fans throughout Seattle.
“The best part was when we got to go to KZOK studios 
and play[ed] live on the air with Bob Rivers,” said junior 
and trombonist Steven Neighbors. 
The winner of the contest is determined by judges and 
KZOK listeners. The winner will be announced some-
time in February, though the voting begins in January. 
The Viking Band needs to have the most votes to win, 
and needs the help of our students.
 “It’s a thing where you text and you can vote for us, 
and it’s coming up pretty soon-- ten votes per day,” said 
Proff.
Neighbors believes that we can win, not just because we 
have a fantastic band, but because of the type of band 
members. 
“[We will win] because we have spirit,” said Neighbors, 
“and we are determined to be great.”
A great attitude always helps, but so does getting the 
most votes. Don’t forget to help out the band by voting 
in January.  

Band rules the airwaves on KZOK

Spring play Mikado jumps into action soon

Close friends and colleagues, Chris 
Neuman and Dan Alderson have 
recently achieved the highest 
certifi cation that a public school 
teacher can obtain, National Board 
Certifi cation, joining Kati Tilley 
as the only teachers in the high 
school to do so.
To start the process of becoming 
certifi ed, both Alderson and Neu-
man attended a four-day jump-
start meeting the summer before 
last, where they were given the 
details on how to sift through the 
abundant instructional materials. 
“If you don’t have everything done 
a certain way, you automatically 
fail,” said Neuman. “If you mess up 
just one thing, you’re done auto-
matically. They don’t score it. So, 
that was very useful in terms of 
scaring [both Alderson and me].”
“It’s a highly rigorous, highly stan-
dardized assessment of teacher 
practice. If you do the things 
you’re supposed to be able to do, 
you get the certifi cation,” said Al-
derson. “As opposed to what some 
people think, it’s not just jumping 
through hoops. 

The portfolio that both Alder-
son and Neuman had to create 
contained multiple sections where 
they had to demonstrate certain 
aspects of their qualifi cations as a 
teacher. For Neuman, a four entry 
portfolio was required, the fi rst 
entry being a demonstration of 
growth of student writing. 
“[I took] two student’s writing, 

six entries total, gave instructional 
feedback to the student and then 
allowed for the writing to actually 

improve,” said Neuman. “Then I 
had to write about that. This was 
the fi rst 20 pages that I had to 
submit.”
The next entry that Neuman 
had to include was a 15-minute 
unedited video taping of his abil-
ity to teach his social studies class, 
AP European History, about social 
awareness and understanding. In 
addition, a third entry required 
Neuman to teach his class about 
civic competence, which was one 
of the more diffi cult aspects of the 
process for him. 
“[It’s] not something you probably 
go, ‘I’m going to teach a lesson on 
European history today and it’s 
going to be about civic compe-
tence, ’” said Neuman. 
Though it was diffi cult to work 
civic competence into his typical 
curriculum, while making sure 
it was an obvious declaration of 
the topic for the purposes of the 
portfolio and videotaping, the 
fi nal entry was a description of 
professional contributions. 
“I brought Blackboard to the 
district. I wrote the curriculum for 
a military history class. I take kids 
to Europe, which is outside the 
school enrichment program, and 

then I also helped develop a pre-
sentation for Beyond High School 
Night on AP [classes]. So, that was 
all good,” said Neuman.
 As of now, Alderson is the fi rst 
teacher to achieve National Board 
Certifi cation who does not teach 
any advanced classes. But for 
anyone who has been in one of his 
classes, his unique grading system 

is something worth taking note of, 
and was a piece he presented in 
his portfolio among entries of his 

own that were asked of him in the 
English requirements. 
The fi fth element to the whole 
certifi cation was a test on fi ve 
prompts in which they had 30 
minutes to answer each. The two 
were then given a composite score. 
Though both Alderson and Neu-
man chose to earn National Board 
Certifi cation, each chose to do so 
for different reasons. 
“I wanted to look at the next 
level of certifi cation just to see if I 
had what it took,” said Alderson. 
“[Doing so has] given me a little 
bit more confi dence. It’s forced 
me to be more refl ective. I’ll stop 
more frequently in the middle of a 
lesson and have the courage to say, 
‘Look, the way I’m teaching right 
now isn’t working; let’s stop and 
go back.’”
Neuman chose to become certifi ed 
to validate everything he has been 
doing in his classroom for the 12-
13 years he has been teaching.
Both Alderson and Neuman 
achieved this typically three-
year long process in roughly six 
months, with offi cial certifi ca-
tion around the one-year mark. 
We congratulate them on their 
success.  

Two teachers work their way to the top
Alderson and Neuman bring our national board certifi ed teaching staff to three

PHOTO BY CATHERINE STRAUME PHOTO BY CATHERINE STRAUME
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Band member working towards perfection for the radio
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Students interested in writing are lucky to have 
many different options open to them in high 
school that point them towards a career. Stu-
dents can take the APs and the UWs, work for 
the school newspaper, or do something a little bit 
outside of the box: screenwriting. 
The recent screenwriting workshop was a good 
way to hone those skills. 
Junior Veyda Hatfi eld attended the workshop 
and only had good things to say about it. “It was 
funny, a great experience, and you got to skip 
class!” said Hatfi eld.
For those who didn’t go to the November 24 
workshop, Video Production teacher Micheal 
Furoy says there’s nothing to worry about. “There 
has been talk that we will be doing it all over again 
towards the end of February 2010 for free,” said 
Furoy, who adds that instructor David Adams 
hopes to fi ll the entire auditorium this time.

Furoy, after reading the testimonials on its website, 
www.indiefi lmgroup.com, decided to bring the workshop, 
which travels all over the Pacifi c Northwest, here because 
he thinks that, “screenwriting is a viable way for people 
who like to write to make it a career choice.”
Adams, who said the students who attended the 
workshop were “very vocal and creative,” taught 
aspects of screenwriting, from brainstorming and 
character development to how to market yourself 
and your fi nished product. 
More than the technical aspects, however, he gave 
students the tools and the drive to move forward 
in this diffi cult profession, and tried to shed some 
light on the somewhat misunderstood fi eld.
“I’m lucky to work in an area that’s really popu-

lar, since every kid sees movies. They don’t know 
much about screenwriting,” said Adams. He 
remarks that when people think of screenwrit-
ing, they think of Hollywood, all-night parties, 
and beautiful movie stars who hang on their every 
word—but that’s not the case.
“All they think is glamour. That’s one of the fi rst 
things we knock out the window is that you’re 
not going to get a whole lot of glamour,” said 
Adams.
Hatfi eld agreed, “[We learned that] it’s not as easy 
as it sounds.” Hatfi eld says she signed up because 
she’s always enjoyed writing, art, music, and act-
ing, and “all four of those things contribute to a 
screenplay.”
Screenwriting, compared to other writing styles, is 
where creative thinkers can really shine.
“This kind of writing is very visual. It’s specifi c 
to physical details that can be translated on the 
screen,” said Adams.
“With screenwriting, you can tell all sorts of dif-
ferent stories. When you write a book, it’s more 
focused on one genre. In a screenplay, to me, it’s 
more broad,” said Hatfi eld.
Furoy takes a more responsible approach. “It is 
a more viable way of making a living,” he said. 
“A person majoring in English might have a hard 
time making a living unless they teach. If a person 
wants to write, screenwriting is a good way to use 
your skills.”
Students who attended the workshop received 
a pile of papers, including a packet with every-
thing one could possibly want to know about 
screenwriting, and lists of software and computer 
programs that are built specifi cally for the process, 
and all of the tools a beginning screenwriter could 
possibly need. 

The pamphlets were loaded with testimonials 
and quotes from fi lmmakers like James Cameron 
(Titanic, Terminator), Stuart Beattie (Pirates 
of the Caribbean: Curse of the Black Pearl) and 
Simon Kinberg (Mr. and Mrs. Smith, X-men: The 
Last Stand), all media veterans that these students 
strive to become. 
With tools from this workshop, the students are 
well on their way to achieving that goal.

Workshop leaves students inspired and enlightened
Screenwriting workshop gives students a chance to express their creativity

PHOTO BY CATHERINE STRAUME

A plot-line is explained to an audience of aspiring writers
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It’s that time of 
year again, it’s the 

holiday season. 
The time of non-
stop Christ-
mas songs, 
busy work art 

projects in-
v o l v i n g 
c o l o r e d 
construc-
tion pa-

per, black ice, 
slushy snow, 
and for some 
of us, Christ-

mas caroling. Caroling is a the time-hon-
ored practice of knocking on random doors 
and showering whoever opens the door with 
Christmas cheer. It’s freezing outside, and 
caroling is often embarrassing, but almost 
always worth it. As a veteran caroler, I don’t 
pretend to know everything there is to know 
about the practice, but I have had some valu-
able experiences.

First off, caroling isn’t like it’s shown in 
the movies. People don’t always huddle to-
gether with matching pamphlets, with love-
ly falsetto voices, walking through beautiful 
snowy streets on a clear night. Caroling can 
be a burden.

Carolers have to be prepared for all kinds 
of weather: rain, snow, sun, hail. Sometimes 
the Santa hats have to come off so that the 

hood and earmuffs can go on and the umbrel-
la can come up. Rain boots, hiking boots, or 
other such debilitating foot gear have to be 
worn so that the carolers can still feel their 
feet after hours of trudging through frozen 
streets . Boots are also slightly inconvenient 
if a dog starts chasing the carolers, and they 
have to make a quick getaway (this can hap-
pen).

Senior Emily Ritter a fi ve-time caroler, 
had a particularly embarrassing experience 
while caroling last year, “we went to this 
house that happened to be someone who 
goes to our school and most of the people 
didn’t know the song, so I was pretty much 
the only one singing”. It’s easier to sing to 
people you don’t know, because if it turns 
out terrible, you know you’ll never have to 
face them again.

This can actually work both ways. Some-
times I’ve sung to people who would be 
pretty happy to never have to see me again. 
In particular, the man who opened the door 
with a bottle of vodka in his hand. He was 
very embarrassed and hid the bottle behind 
his back while he listened to us sing “Come 
All ye Faithful”.

And then there are, of course, the people 
who really don’t want to be serenaded at 7 at 
night, and when they see that their doorstep 
is overfl owing with teenage girls in Santa 
hats, they might slam the door shut. That has 
happened to me multiple times. It’s a bit in-
sulting and degrading, but after some quick 

bad-mouthing it isn’t very hard to move on 
to the next house. Because the point of car-
oling is to bring joy, so perhaps it’s better 
that some people shut the door, since, oth-
erwise, they’d have to stand in the cold air 
for 5 minutes hating every minute of it. And 
that sort of defeats the purpose.

But in all honesty, although there are nu-
merous problems associated with caroling, 
when someone opens the door and breaks 
into a wide grin and calls everyone in the 
house over to hear you sing, all your frus-

tration melts away. Nothing compares to it. 
All the people who really didn’t enjoy your 
caroling don’t matter anymore. “Some lady 
asked us once if we were from the choir 
because we sounded so good”, said Ritter, 
“and she almost started crying.”

That’s why people carol; they slog through 
snow, spend hours in uncomfortable attire, 
deal with embarrassing situation after em-
barrassing situation, just to brighten that 
one person’s day, and to give them a little 
Christmas Cheer.

There’s nothing like walking 
from class to class and seeing a 
random girl draped in a purple 
cotton dress,—barely legal 
school length, I might add,—a 
half-cardigan, and some fl ip 

fl ops. There is nothing 
like seeing that when it 
is far below 60 degrees, 
raining, and the wind 
is blowing. This is ex-

actly the weather we 
have been enjoying for the 
last few months. Moreover, 

that’s exactly how I’ve seen a large portion of people 
dressing, even as we are into December.

Those California kiddos sure do know what’s hot, but 
too bad we live in Washington and it’s not quite June.

When I wake up in the morning, and I know I have to 
dress professionally for a Careers- in-Education class-
room observation, I groan at the thought of having to 
create an outfi t that fi ts the criteria and keeps me warm. 
Usually, I fail at the ‘keeps-me-warm’ part, having to 

resort to fl ats and blazers to dress suffi ciently. 
I shed a tear for the cheerleaders who have to wear 

their skirts on game days, leaving their legs subject to 
the deeds of our climate.

Simply seeing a girl in a dress or a boy in shorts when 
it is 40 degrees out, makes me shiver through my three 
shirts, sweatshirt, and jacket.

“People who dress like [that] during the winter look 
cute until they catch hypothermia,” said senior Analisa 
Soverns-Reed.

Therefore, I just have one question for those people: 
Why? I’m sorry to say I don’t believe the excuse that 
wearing less is more comfortable. When I think of the 
ideal comfort outfi t, I imagine some nice sweats, a tank 
top, a warm t-shirt, and a sweatshirt— even two small 
sweatshirts if it’s cold outside. Layers are the epitome 
of comfortableness for me.

So, what does one get out of wearing such a non 
weather-permitting outfi t? Is it just the hope of looking 
appealing? 

I can’t even agree with the ‘I’m trying to be fashion-
able’ excuse. There are ways to stay warm and comfy 
other then throwing on grubby sweats and hoodies. Try 

adorning a nice winter jacket, pea coat, fl eece, and/or 
a rain repellent sort, layered over a sweatshirt. Dress 
up the neck with lovely scarves that are available in 
immense styles and colors at every store. Bag the fl ip-
fl ops, open toed shoes, and fl ats. Trade them for socks 
and the heavy-duty foot protection. Break out the warm 
boots or slip on sneakers. Jeans are great. Let’s save the 
skirts and dresses for later, they belong in the spring and 
summer, anyways.

Among all of the options for general clothing wear, ac-
cessorize, with gloves and hats to wrap up the scheme. 

These winter etiquettes apply to boys as well. Bust out 
the long sleeve shirts, jackets, and jeans. I don’t know 
how some manage to wear shorts this time of year or 
forget jackets. I get cold just looking at you.

When it starts to snow, my concern is that wardrobes 
won’t change as much as one would expect. All I know 
is that we are well into winter, folks, and it’s time to 
use some creativity, while making the best of our winter 
weather with warmer clothing choices. If not for your-
selves, bundle up to save everyone else from trying to 
imagine how cold you are.

The perils and rewards of caroling
Christmas caroling brings cheer to the Christmas season

ART BY HANNAH PATTEN
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Winter attire a chilling decision

We all have those days when we realize that going to school with a headache is a 
bad idea. Our ability to concentrate is impaired, and the pain cannot be ignored. Un-
fortunately, the only options we have are to leave school early, which often is not an 
option, or suffer through the pain for the rest of the day. Both options are counter-
productive, and, instead, students should be allowed to either bring over the coun-
ter medication with a parent note, or take aspirin that the school would provide. 
It is a student’s responsibility to monitor which medications he/she can and cannot 
have. Knowing this is imperative to a student’s well being, which is why most, if not 
all students, are aware. 
In the most condescending way, the school administration has instituted a policy 
that questions are ability to diagnose our own illness and take medication for it. 
Even if a student were to misdiagnose a headache and take an aspirin at school, the 
worst possible side effect would be slight dizziness or nausea. As a safety precau-
tion, students are required to have signed parent permission saying that it is okay 
for their child to take aspirin. Because the parent is clearly aware of what their child 
is taking, the potential for something to go wrong is diminished.
One of the main concerns administrator’s have in allowing aspirin on campus at all, 
is whether or not teachers can distinguish between if a student is taking a pill to 

relieve a headache, or if they are abusing pills in an attempt to get high. 
Let’s be blunt; if students are determined to pop pills during school, they will fi nd 
a way. Similarly, any students unable to endure the pain of a headache, who have 
aspirin with them, will take a pill one way or another. For the sake of students not 
having to risk being searched for drugs, some type of alternative should be offered. 
The most bearing consequence of the current policy is the impact it has on the stu-
dents. Almost any student not willing to stay home when they are in pain has the in-
tention of paying attention during class. The current policy requires a student to not 
only call their parents, but also to have them come down to the school and supervise 
as they take a pill. This is, of course, time that would be better spent taking that test 
listening to a lecture. 
This current policy is also a slap in the face for students with parents who work 
during the day. Because students will be sick for rest of the day, their ability to focus 
is hugely impacted. 
For the benefi t of the students, a change in the current policy needs to be made for 
acquiring medication.

-The Editorial Board

A policy full of aches and pains

KATIE EGELSTAD
STAFF REPORTERSTAFF REPORTER
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DECA has long been in charge of 
the student-run store, the Cove, and 
has made profi t from its sales. The 
Cove is truly an amazing learning 
tool for the class; it teaches the stu-
dents customer service, marketing, 

food handling, and much more.  
The Cove’s profi t raises 

money for the class, as 
well as other various 
clubs and organizations, 
making it valuable, and 

there is no doubt that the 
Cove has become a huge part of 
high school life for us, but I feel 
that perhaps the Cove is becom-

ing a bit overrated. A lot of disadvantages are being overlooked 
by a lot of students. 

The average rating for the Cove’s customer service was a seven 
out of ten, and when polled, students said that they had had ex-
periences at the Cove that upset them for the rest of lunch. Sto-
ries ranging from incorrect change to grumpy cashiers seemed to 
be the extent of the dissatisfaction. Since lunch should be a little 
break, sometimes skipping the Cove is the best idea. If you’re al-
ready upset, going to the Cove can defi nitely put you in a worse 
mood than before. 

Occasionally, the Cove has the longest wait time imaginable. 
With so many people packed into the Cove every day, it is inevi-
table that it may take some time for a customer to get that packet 

of Skittles and Arizona Tea. 
The important thing is gauging whether you are willing to wait 

that long. Warm foods and coffee products can take up to ten 
minutes to get sometimes, provided that the rice cooker had just 
started or the mocha machine is on the fritz. Students often re-
port that the long wait time and never ending lines are the worst 
part about the Cove, and that often-time they spend their whole 
lunch waiting at the Cove. 

While Cove employees usually hustle like track runners, there 
is only so much that can be done in such a small space. Students 
must understand before entering the Cove that the bag of chips 
they came in to buy could require most of their lunch time. 

Also annoying are the students who stand in line for fi ve min-
utes, get to the cash register, and haven’t already decided what 
they want to order. At this point, it takes them another minute 
to make a decision, and, by then, the person behind them could 
have already gotten their food and left. Patience may be a virtue, 
but that doesn’t make it any easier to wait in the Cove’s long 
lines when you’re stomach has been rumbling since second pe-
riod. 

With all of the ways to make your trip to the Cove run long, 
there is always the possibility you’re going to be late to class. In 
a poll, it seemed that many students who entered the Cove within 
fi fteen minutes before the bell were often late to class. Consider-
ing lunches are thirty fi ve minutes long, many students spend an 
average of half their lunch at the Cove. Although there is nothing 
wrong with chilling out with your friends at the barstools and 
soaking up the atmosphere, some students may just want to get 
their order and leave to make it to class on time.  

The wait time is not the only disadvantage to the Cove; the 
prices are a slight downfall as well. The prices at the Cove are 
reasonable, but students are spending their money at a much 
more rapid pace than they realize. The cost of lunch costs three 
dollars at the cafeteria, which covers the costs of a meal, milk 
and juice. The lunch provided is often more than enough to fi ll 
students, and is warm when it’s called for, or cold when neces-
sary. 

At the Cove, the selection may be larger, but it is not always 
the best. Lunches from the cafeteria are often much more fi lling 
than the many varieties of food that can be bought for three dol-
lars at the Cove.  Students are spending much more than neces-
sary at lunch time by not budgeting their money. If a student 
spent fi ve dollars every day at the Cove, he/she could save an 
average of ten dollars a week by only spending three dollars 
at the cafeteria .Ten dollars a week could add up quick. Since 
money can go quick, knowing what type of food will you fi ll you 
up can keep you focused, and money in your pocket. A muffi n 
for a dollar would fi ll you up more than a candy for 75 cents. If 
students take a minute to look closer at what they were buying, 
they would make better choices. 

The wait is sometimes tough to deal with, and the occasional 
frustrating experience is always possible. The Cove is no doubt 
a great thing to have at school, but before you go and spend your 
lunch and money there, perhaps you should take a minute to 
think if a bag of Jim’s Jalapeno chips and Coke would fi ll you 
up more than a teriyaki bowl, a milk, and a juice. The cafeteria 
is always an option, and a good one at that. 

The Cove: as good as it seems?

SARAH RUIZ
STAFF REPORTERSTAFF REPORTER
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Christmas, 
originally the 
celebration of 
the birth of 
Christ, has, 
in our time, 
become a 
ce lebra t ion 
of capital-
ism. People 
complain that 

the commercializa-
tion of the holiday 

season has obscured the “true meaning of 
Christmas”. I say it isn’t such a bad thing.

 Just like every other aspect of society, the 
holidays have evolved. Christmas, in fact, is 
on December 25 because the largest Pagan 
celebrations took place in late December, 
not because Jesus was born on the twenty-
fi fth (in reality, no one knows the actual 
date of Christ’s birth). It’s just the natural 
progression of things that made the holiday 
season into what it is today. We place such 
great value on money that it is beginning to 
change even the most ancient of human tra-
ditions. And while that’s all very sad, it’s not 
without its benefi ts. Christmas alone is the 
largest annual economic stimulus for many 
modern nations and, with economies around 

the world slowly recovering from a crippling 
recession, no one can really argue that it’s a 
bad thing. 

Because we place such an emphasis on the 
buying and giving of material gifts at this 
time of year, stores and shops around the na-
tion hire seasonal employees to keep up with 
the infl ux of shoppers. 

The commercialization of this holiday ac-
tually creates jobs. Even if they are tempo-
rary, it’s still money in the pocket of some-
one who otherwise might not have any. It is 
money that these people dump right back 
into the economy by buying presents for 
their loved ones, and in the long run, that 
benefi ts everyone.

People argue that the shift in focus from 
the celebration of the birth of Christ to the 
celebration of material objects has destroyed 
the original meaning of the holiday. Well, 
it has. Christmas was the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus, in many cases it still is. 

However, a growing number of people 
view the holiday as secular; a time to reunite 
with loved ones, share food, tell stories, and 
give gifts. Many people who don’t consider 
themselves Christian, yet still cele-
brate Christmas, count it as 
one of their fa-
vorite 
ho l i -
d a y s 
f o r 
t h o s e 
reasons.

From a 
Christian 
p e r s p e c -
tive, the 
c o m m e r -
cialization of 

one of their most sacred holidays would at 
fi rst appear to be a slap in the face. However, 
a closer look reveals that with commercial-
ization comes globalization. The material 
aspect of Christmas is what makes it so ap-
pealing to non-Christians.

 The Japanese Christmas, surprisingly, 
is an excellent example of Christmas as a 
secular holiday. Only about one percent of 
Japan’s population identifi es themselves as 
Christian, but a growing number of Japanese 
citizens celebrate the holiday by giving gifts, 
even if it isn’t nationally observed in the 
country. And as a growing number of people 
celebrate the secular aspects of Christmas, 
they expose themselves to the religious side 
of the holiday and the Christian faith itself, 
which many Christians do approve of.

“Commercialization”, although long 
thought of as an ugly word, is the new reason 
for the season. Economies are boosted, jobs 
are created, families are brought together, 
and gifts are received--sounds like Christ-
mas to me.

Commercialization of Christmas an economic savior

PHOTO BY EMMA DERUS AND TYLER IRWIN

JACOB BARTOLINI
NEWS EDITORNEWS EDITOR
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Winter sports have begun, and among these excit-
ing sports is the Varsity Boys Basketball Team. Last 
season the boys were the WesCo 4-A regular season 
champs, and placed eight at state, their fi rst time mak-
ing it to state in 27 years. This year the team plans on 
keeping this momentum going. 

With a coach in his 22 year of coaching, it is clear 
that the team is being led by a strong, experienced 
individual. Currently in his seventh year here, Head 
Coach Mr. Mark Hein has led the Vikings to districts 
for four consecutive years.

Hein has spent many years assistant coaching at 
PLU and Eastern Washington University. Spending 
ten years as assistant and then head coach at univer-
sity high school, and the last 6 years here as coach. 

This year, expect to see the boys improving their 
on the ball defense, and staying committed to getting 
better. 

With the exception of a few players, almost the en-
tire team is returning from last year. 

 “This season is going to be faster, with more points 
being scored,” said senior point guard Mike Sch-
neider.          

Though the team lost Sean Stickney, Ryan Legg, 
and Tj Dodge when they graduated, Hein is confi dent 
that this team can pick up the slack. 

“They do a great job at sharing the ball, and [their] 
chemistry is defi nitely a strong point” said Hein.

Daily practices are fi lled with a variety of drills and 
skill building exercises to make sure the guys know 
every play that can be thrown their way. 

Even though the season has just begun, the boys 
who played on the fall league won the fall champion-
ship. Teams they played in this league included Gla-

cier Peak, Cascade, Shorewood, and Meridian High 
School.

Injuries have already begun to take its toll on the 
athletes.  Isaksen fractured his ankle during football, 
keeping him out at the beginning of the season.  In 
addition, Kaska rolled his ankle in the fall, keeping 
him out of practice for the start of the season. 

Preventing any more injuries is a top priority for the 

team. “We have to wear ankle braces. We aren’t al-
lowed to practice without them,” said Schneider.

The team, this year, has been completely commit-
ted to making sure they are physically and mentally 
prepared. The majority of the varsity team has been 
playing together since fi fth and sixth grade, making 
it easy for the team to compensate for each other’s 
strengths and weaknesses.

“The thing that stands out most about these guys is 
probably their chemistry. They really are all in this 
together, and for each other, and that chemistry has 
developed over a long period of time. They have 
done a good job, though, at accepting and bringing in 
guys that are new to that,” said Hein.

There are many factors that impact the success of 
the season, but the team is hopeful that they can keep 
up the momentum of their previous season.

“Our goals, this year, are to be number one in Wes-
Co, go undefeated at home and in WesCo, to win dis-
tricts, and to place higher in state than last year” said 
senior forward Shane Kaska.

It’s hard to single out a single player from the team 
as the one to watch this season, with so many differ-
ent styles of players. All of the varsity players bring 
something unique to the team.

One thing is for sure, this season should be a one to 
remember. 

Sidebar- This year’s varsity team roster is seniors 
Mike Schneider, Chris Finley, Jarett Hanson, Jero-
dan Dodge, Shane Kaska, Aj Maw, Zac Israel, Arvid 
Isaksen, Ross Jones and sophomore Lorin Vanderg-
rift. Swing players are juniors Chad Paulson and Seth 
Dodge.

Basketball lays it all out this season
BREANNE BAUMANN

STAFF REPORTERSTAFF REPORTER

Senior Mike Schneider works hard at practice
PHOTO BY KAMI YORITA

Motivation is the backbone of a 
team. It is something coaches must 
instill in their athletes to help them 
become better players, and, even 
more, stronger people in life.
The different sports coaches at our 

school use different methods to mo-
tivate their athletes to improve.
 Girls Swim Coach Sarah Sum-

mers has had more than 15 years of 
experience in pushing her team to-
ward success. 
 “If [athletes] know the coach 

believes in them, they believe in 
themselves, too,” said Summers on 
motivating. 
 Throughout swim season, Sum-

mers uses different methods to en-
courage her athletes. At swim meets, 
Summers reminds her team of their 
achievements at swim practice to 
assure them that they can conquer 
any challenge.
 “Over the course of the season, 

they have a lot of different training. 
Early season, they do a lot of dis-
tance practice [and at] the end we 
gear them up with sprinting,” said 

Summers. 
 Although the swim team has a lot 

of intense training, Coach Summers 
knows that they need downtime 
too. 
 “I make sure not to overwork the 

team. They need to have their rest 
because they’re already so busy 
with school,” said Summers. 
 In addition, Summers wants to 

make sure that all of the athletes 
know each other and are comfort-
able as a team.
 “The girls have team dinners and 

they’ve gone to football games to-
gether,” said Summers. 
 Likewise, Coach Joe Cronin ar-

ranges events for his players to meet 
and talk and to help them become 
more like a small family.
 “We go to a camp in the summer, 

and they stay together in dorms. I 
think that helps bond the kids. It 
brings kids together.” 
 Cronin cares about his team, and 

wants to make sure that they feel 
good about themselves.
“If athletes think you care about 

them and you [act] in their best in-
terest, they’re going to work hard,” 

said Cronin.
  “If you are super-enthusiastic and 

positive, and sending a message 
about teamwork, being a team, and 
team building, that helps a lot with 
motivation. The more positive and 
enthusiastic you are, that goes along 
way with getting guys to care about 
what they’re doing,” said Cronin.
Cronin and Summers care about 

the welfare of each and every one 
of their athletes. The athletes will 
defi nitely become even better play-
ers while they have Summers and 
Cronin as coaches. 

Coaches look to push their athletes to success 
ANAIS MENDEZ
STAFF REPORTERSTAFF REPORTER
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Junior Kyle Libra has been in com-
petitive swimming for four years.  
He is a star athlete on both a yearly 
swim team called Storm Aquatics 
and our own swim team.  Libra has 
made quite a splash in the sport.  
“I went to, for my club team, a 

zone meet—there [are] four in the 
US.  You’re selected to go there, 
and I was one of the 75 kids that 
went in the 20 states I represent 
in the Western Zone. I’ve been to 
many other regional meets, and I’ve 

been to state, both my freshmen and 
sophomore year.”
After playing a few other sports in 

the past, such as soccer, baseball, 
and basketball, but not clicking 
with any, Libra found his calling in 
swimming. But the reason he’s in 
the water is not because of his tal-
ent for the sport. 
“I do really like the swim meets, 

and I do really like the accomplish-
ments.  It’s just, for me personally, 
and where I’m at, I’m kind of just 
doing it for my own self.  I’m not 
really doing it for the glory or the, 

you know, ‘look at me, I went to 
state,’ kind of thing,” he said.
When the school swim team is in 

off-season, Libra still swims for two 
hours a day, fi ve to six days a week.  
And, when the season is in session, 
he practices three and a half hours 
each day for three days of the week.  
On top of practices, the swim meets 
take up entire weekends and, some-
times, even Thursdays and Fridays.  
“People think its way too easy to 

be a sport.  And its not; it’s defi nite-
ly a different sport than basketball 
or soccer, or baseball or football,” 
said Libra, “It doesn’t require coor-
dination, but it requires a lot more 
endurance and a lot more muscle.  
So I think that’s the common mis-
conception-- that it’s easy.”
Not everyone has the drive and 

dedication that swimming requires. 
Even with those two important 
qualities, swimmers and athletes, in 
general, have to work to stay mo-
tivated after grueling practice and 
hours spent in the pool.
“What keeps me motivated is 

probably watching kids [swim], es-
pecially the younger of the kids that 
aren’t as good.” said Libra. “It just 
makes me think that I’ve worked so 
hard to get to where I am now, why 
would I quit?  These kids want to be 
where I am.”
But Libra is involved in more than 

just swimming; he’s also a part of 
Running Start.  That means school 
wins priority over swimming, even 
if means missing a few swim prac-
tices.  Libra hopes to use swimming 
to earn a scholarship for college to 
start a career in business-manage-
ment.
Despite having a schedule fi lled 

with swimming, school, and every-
thing else, Libra still manages to 
balance his life.  He takes the time 
to hang out with friends, collect 
state quarters, and even play some 
Taylor Swift songs on his guitar. 
 “I think [swimming has] defi nitely 

changed me as a person.  It’s really 
good exercise, it’s a lot of fun, and 
I’ve met a lot of new people.  So it 
is defi nitely worth it,” said Libra. 

Star swimmer Kyle Libra makes a splash on the swim team

JORY WEISSERT
STAFF REPORTERSTAFF REPORTER

35 years-- for the majority of the students at the high 
school, that is more than twice their age.  However, 
Cliff Chaffee has been coaching for 35 years and 
doesn’t seem as if he is ready to quit anytime soon.

Chaffee was fi rst asked to coach 35 years ago, soon 
after he was hired. “It was about the time that girls’ 
sports were being introduced and lots of new coaches 
were needed,” he said. Chaffee then took on coach-
ing jobs for both cross-country and track and has 
been a coach on both teams.  Chaffee started working 
with the swim team in the ‘80s when the program 
fi rst began.  “I couldn’t really run during the winter 
so I asked if I could work with the team and the other 
coaches said yes.”  

Though Chaffee coaches three teams, he enjoys all 
of them “Each team is different in their own ways 
and I couldn’t choose one over the other.” 

 Despite the fact that Chaffee equally loves coach-
ing his teams, he did say that cross-country was the 
hardest to coach.  “Cross-country can be tough be-
cause it’s the start of the school year and the runners 
have to worry about both getting school and sports 
started at the same time.”  

Chaffee began to coach cross-country and track with 
his son, Stuart Chaffee, several years ago. “It makes 
it really fun to have Stuart with me coaching because 
each year he gets more confi dent and is becoming a 

really great coach,” said Chaffee.
Chaffee’s favorite aspect of coaching is being able 

to work with amazing student athletes. “I love work-
ing with all of the competitors. They are really en-
tertaining, and it’s just fun to be with everyone,” he 
said. 

Chaffee has also seen a change in his team’s atti-
tude over the years.  “It used to be the team would 
think they could win, but now we expect ourselves to 
win,” said Chaffee. 

Chaffee’s talent for coaching can not only be seen 
in his athletes’ love for him, but in his teams’ records. 
In the past, his teams have taken home very respect-
able fi nishes at state meets.  “Since I’ve been, coach-
ing we’ve fi nished 4th at state twice in cross-country 
and 2nd twice in track,” he said. Cross-country sent 5 
runners to state this year and the track team sent over 
10 participants to state the prior year.

Despite coaching three sports, in addition to teach-
ing, Chaffee says he doesn’t feel burned out, even af-
ter all of these years.  “I think the coaching combined 
with the teaching keeps me younger, and I feel great 
and enjoy coming to my job everyday.  How many 
people my age can say that about themselves?”

 Chaffee is more then just a coach and teacher at our 
school.  He is a leader of athletes and role model for 
other coaches.  We are fortunate to have such an en-
thusiastic and upbeat coach on the sidelines for three 
of our teams.

TYLER IRWIN
SPORTS EDITORSPORTS EDITOR

Chaffee takes a short break from coaching the boys swim team

PHOTO BY KAMI YORITA

Kyle Libra is a star swimmer on the swim team PHOTO BY ASHLEIGH BORTLES
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Every holiday season there are certain things we all look 
forward to. Whether it is the smell of apple cider, spend-
ing time with family, going up to the mountain, putting 
presents under a gorilla, or simply celebrating the holiday, 
we all have our own traditions. Some traditions may be a 
tad more common than others, but no less welcome in the 
coming holiday season.

Some of the more familiar traditions are the ones most 
people practice yearly with out real recognition, such as 
visiting Grandma Marge or going to see Aunt Teri-- things 
that the family just does. 

Math teacher Todd Martina used to go up to the mountain 
every year after thanksgiving to get a tree for Christmas. 
“Now we just trade off with going to see my wife’s family 
for Christmas, or to my family,” said Martina. 

Over the years, some traditions change. Senior Kelsey 
Bailey used to go see “The Nutcracker” every year with 
her grandma and sisters, “but we got too old so now we go 
shopping,” she said.

Holiday traditions can range from spending time with 
love ones to even receiving certain gifts. “My mommy 
gets me jammies on Christmas Eve,” said senior Kevin 
Furth. 

While some traditions are funny, like Furth’s, others are 
more affectionate. 

Senior Brandon Hoelzel lets his two younger brothers 
sleep in his room with him on Christmas Eve. “I let them 
sleep in the bed,” he said. “They wake me up at like 4:30 
in the morning and we don’t open presents until 6:30. They 
are just so excited,” 

Other families have unique holiday traditions. Senior 
Shelby Miksch, along with her mom and brother, go to 
Molbak’s Nursery to admire the festive holiday décor. 
Something a little more unique that the Miksch family does 
is making Monkey Bread. Monkey Bread starts as bread 
dough, rolled into balls, which are then dipped into butter 
and rolled in cinnamon and sugar. After it is baked, they 
pull it apart. “It’s all gooey and yummy,” said Miksch. 

One of the more common traditions that the Miksch fam-

ily partakes in is visiting Santa and getting their picture 
taken. “It’s funny, because my brother and I look so old,” 
said Miksch.

One of the stranger holiday traditions comes from Ash-
leigh Bortles and her family, “The Christmas Gorilla”. “It 
started my freshman year,” said Bortles. Her sister had just 
come home from college in Canada and the whole family 
was out at a Christmas party. 

“We got out of the car, my parents and I, and we saw 
something strange in our front yard, out in the snow. We 
walked over to it and it was a giant stuffed gorilla. Like 
the kind you win at the fair.” It turns out it was a prank 
gift from her sister’s friend. “We brought him inside and 

saw he was missing an eye, so we gave him an eye patch,” 
said Bortles. “By the time Christmas came, we realized 
we had never gotten around to getting a tree. So we put 
the Gorilla on a table, and put all our presents underneath 
it.” Last year, the Bortles’ did get a Christmas tree, but the 
presents still went underneath Toby, the one-eyed Christ-
mas Gorilla.

Whether it is something simple, like visiting family, sit-
ting on Santa’s lap at age 17, shopping with grandma, or 
celebrating with a giant Christmas Gorilla, we all have our 
own cherished holiday traditions. At this time of year, we 
have those traditions to look forward to, and maybe new 
ones to create. 

The good, the plain, and the strange
Holiday Traditions ranging from normal to Christmas gorillas

JORDAN WYRICK
STAFF REPORTERSTAFF REPORTER

KAITLYN LAVELLE
A&E EDITORA&E EDITOR

Faith, hope, charity, freewill
Chris Lynch breaks all literary norms in his tantalizing ‘second person’ book

“Choice, Will. It can kill 
you. It is supposed to be what 
makes life worthwhile. It is 

what makes not living an op-
tion.”

This line rings through Will’s 
subconscious in Chris Lynch’s 
Printz-Honor award winning 

book, “Freewill.”
At the beginning of the book, 

Will, a 17-year-old boy, comes 
into a conscious-like state 
when his teacher, Mr. Jacks, 
praises Will for the good work 
he did on a well-made table 
he apparently made. Not re-
membering making the table, 
Will denies that he made it. He 
says he isn’t even supposed to 
be in the class. He says he is 
supposed to be a pilot, which 
confuses his teacher, and the 
reader.  Needless to say, this 
opening leaves everyone, Mr. 
Jacks, Will, and the reader, as 
well, a bit confused in the start 
of the book.

As the book progresses, the 
purpose of the opening scene 
becomes clearer. As a victim 
of his parents’ murder-suicide, 
Will lives with his elderly 
“Gran” and “Pops”; his only 
companions. 

Throughout the book, his 
grandparents attempt to “nor-
malize” Will. They force him 
to regularly attend school and 
leave the house, for that mat-
ter, as he deals with his anti-
social behavior and inability to 
accept the role society he has 

been put into.
This book is, by far, one of 

the most intriguing books I’ve 
ever read. Its depth and inten-
sity make me want to read it 
over and over again.

Chris Lynch does an incred-
ible job of capturing the read-
er’s attention in this stylistic, 
break-all-literary-norms writ-
ing style that uses the second 
person perspective. The story, 
itself, is enchanting, but the 
added effect of making the 
book personal, as if you are 
Will, adds another level of 
emotional pull for the reader.

“Are you listening? This is 
what you should be listening 
to. The only voice you should 
be listening to. Listen to this 
voice, Will. The one that owes 
you the truth. The one who 
will not go away until it is 
achieved.”

Will subconscious guides 
Will, as well as the reader, 
through the complicated story. 
It questions Will’s every ac-
tion and thought, and analyzes 
the world around him.

On top of its oddly rivet-
ing style of writing, many 
deep, underlying themes run 

throughout “Freewill”. The 
themes are interwoven in the 
book; I’ve read the book at 
least four times and found new 
elements and underlying story 
lines every time.

A perk for those who don’t 
like to read is that the book is 
only about 150 pages; short for 
how much plot is packed in. 
This, along with the comfort-
ably simplistic but not too ba-
sic vocabulary makes the book 
a light and manageable read.

The only negative aspect 
about the book is, because it is 
so full of plot in such a short 
book, elements are typically 
missed along the way. This 
makes it almost necessary to 
reread the book, although, if 
you enjoyed it, it shouldn’t be 
too much of a problem.

There is currently one copy 
of the book in the school li-
brary available, and many 
more in surrounding libraries. 
Moreover, to buy the paper-
back version from amazon.
com is only $8.99, and, in my 
opinion, completely worth ev-
ery penny.
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In the midnight showing, 
alone, “New Moon” made 
more than $22.2 million, 
beating the record set this 
summer by “Harry Potter 
and the Half Blood Prince”. 
While Harry Potter was de-
serving of setting the sales 
record, because it was a 
good movie, “New Moon” 
falls short in comparison.

Though “New Moon” 
may have broke records in 
sales, the movie was very 
poorly made. Just as in the 
fi rst movie, the acting was 
nothing to be recognized. 
Though they may look 
good, their acting talent con-
tinues to fall short. Kristen 
Stewart, who played Bella 
Swan, and Robert Pattin-
son, who played Edward 
Cullen, both proved to be 
unconvincing. They dress 
for the part, then pose, and 
that’s it. Little acting is ac-
tually involved; it is mostly 
repeated actions from the 
fi rst movie. The miniscule 
acting they did have to do 
was awkward, unreal, and 
embarrassing. 

Many scenes made the 
audience laugh when it 
wasn’t supposed to be 
funny. Some parts were too 
cliché and others were just 
diffi cult to watch. Through-
out the movie, the pack of 
werewolves was constantly 
shirtless, even in the pour-
ing rain, which was a bit un-
realistic. Just because some 
girls wouldn’t mind see-
ing them shirtless, doesn’t 
mean they should sacrifi ce 

the quality of the movie. 
The meadow where Ed-

ward and Bella spent time 
together in “Twilight” was, 
now, either littered with 
fl owers to portray a “hap-
py feeling”, or completely 
dead to emphasize Bella’s 
distress, either way was it 
was distracting and cliché. 

If possible, the graphics 
for the werewolves were 
even more unconvincing 
than the actual acting itself. 
While other movies have 
extremely realistic special 
effects, “New Moon[’s]” ef-
fects pale in comparison. It 
seemed when ever one ap-
peared on screen, someone 
in the audience couldn’t re-
strain their giggles. 

One particular scene in 
the movie, when Alice, 
Edward’s sister, has a vi-
sion of Bella as a vampire, 
resembles that of a Dis-
ney movie. Edward and 
Bella are shown frolick-
ing through the forest like 
Tinker Bell and her fairies. 
“New Moon” was thought 
to be an action packed ro-
mance, not something suit-
able for a 3 year old.

Taylor Lautner, who plays 
Jacob Black, however, did 
better than his co-stars. Not 
only was he easy on the 
eyes, but his acting was not 
as dreadful as the others, 
though he still could have 
done better.  Nonetheless, 
taking into account that 
this was his fi rst major role, 
Lautner wasn’t too disap-
pointing. 

Billy Burke, who plays 
Bella’s father Charlie 

Swan, was one of the few 
good actors in the movie. 
Among him was the rest 
of the Cullen family, who 
also did a good job in the 
two Twilight movies. Ash-
ley Greene who plays Alice 
Cullen had a much bigger 
role in “New Moon” than 
in “Twilight,” showing her 
talent as an actress. Origi-
nally, Greene auditioned 
for the part of Bella and af-
ter Kristen Stewart’s hack-
neyed performance, many 
people think she should 
have gotten it. 

The Quiluete Tribe, like 
the rest of the cast, looked 
the part, but, again, the act-
ing was less than extraordi-
nary. 

The new actors in the Vol-
turi, the reigning vampire 
clan, were not as disap-
pointing. Dakota Fanning, 
who played the vampire 
Jane, was well cast, she 
played the roll quite well. 
Also, Michael Sheen, as 
Aro, head of the Volturi, 
played his character quite 
well with his relaxed laugh 
and tempting smirk. The 
rest of the Volturi, however, 
were mere decorations in 
the background and had 
little to do in the actual 
scenes.

Though the movie was 
a disappointment to most, 
the die-hard fans still found 
reasons to love the fi lm. For 
those who haven’t read the 
book, however, the “New 
Moon” fi lm will just be 
considered another cheesy 
and inadequate movie, like 
the fi rst. 

New Moon doesn’t live up to 
expectations
New Moon breaks sales records, as well as our hopes for a good sequel

JORDAN WYRICK
STAFF REPORTERSTAFF REPORTER

To those who aren’t familiar with the sto-
ry of “A Christmas Carol”, although I’m 
not quite sure how that would be possible, 
the story follows the Christmas Eve of the 
miser Ebenezer Scrooge as he is visited 
by three ghosts (The Ghosts of Christmas 
Past, Christmas Present, and Christmas Yet 
to Come) who are determined to teach him 
the error of his ways. 

Now although, I’d seen this story count-
less times in adaptations and Christmas 
specials, when entering Disney’s “A 
Christmas Carol,” I had almost no precon-
ceptions about this particular revitilization. 
I hadn’t read any reviews, and had only 
seen one preview for it, so I really didn’t 
know what to expect. 

Disney’s new version is an animated ad-
aptation that is starring Jim Carrey.

Sadly, within the fi rst ten minutes of the 
movie, I already had my doubts. The open-
ing scenes were full of sweeping shots of 
London and its inhabitants. These went on 
for too long and only seemed to call atten-
tion to the unnatural way the characters 
moved. Director Robert Zemeckis fi lmed 
the entire fi lm using motion capture and, 
although that is impressive, the animation 
left me feeling slightly uncomfortable. 
The characters looked incredibly human, 
but were still slightly ‘off’--either in their 
proportions, their movement, or their facial 
expressions.

But the main problem with the animation 
wasn’t the characters; it was the over-used 
‘extended panoramic shots.’ The fi lm was 
constantly shoving ‘breathtaking’ animat-
ed sequences into the audience’s faces, but 
had little else to offer. This became pain-
fully clear after the fourth ‘fl ight over Lon-
don’ shot.

The fi lmmaker’s fi xation on the anima-
tion led to other over-done shots, such 
as when Scrooge fl ees from the Ghost of 

Christmas Yet to Come. This whole se-
quence, which wasn’t in the original story, 
goes on for about six minutes too long. 
Halfway through, Scrooge is shrunk down 
to the size of a mouse, which seemed to be 
done for no other reason than to allow Jim 
Carrey to do a squeaky voice and to show 
the versatility of the animation, which had 
already been shoved down the audiences 
throats for the last hour.

Also, several of the characters were kind 
of odd, in particular the Ghost of Christmas 
Past (voiced by Jim Carrey). In the original 
story, this is the spirit of a child holding 
a candle. Yet, in this movie (since I sup-
pose this wasn’t interesting enough from 
an animation stand-point), he was changed 
into a candle stick with a disembodied face 
fl oating in the fl ame. This ghost elongated 
his “S’s” while speaking in a whisper, and 
every once in awhile fl icked his head with 
a crackling noise. It was a little weird. The 
whole effect was disappointing and un-
comfortable, another instance of putting 
animation above substance.

It wasn’t all bad, however. Jim Carrey did 
a decent job with the multiple voices he 
preformed, as did Gary Oldman and Bob 
Hoskins. 

I admired that, for the most part, “A 
Christmas Carol” was faithful to the origi-
nal Charles Dickens text. There were mul-
tiple times during the movie that I recog-
nized direct quotes.

Unfortunately, this also created a prob-
lem for the movie. As a new reincarnation 
of an over-used story, it’s almost necessary 
for “A Christmas Carol” to have something 
different or original to add to the story, since 
almost everyone knows the plot. However, 
aside from the animation, which was not 
exactly something I’d call positive, there 
was nothing new. So, I found myself bored 
numerous times during the fi lm, which, 
for a geek movie-watcher like me, doesn’t 
happen very often.

Disney’s “A Christmas Carol” 
won’t become Christmas classic
Over-the-top animation ruins what already would have 
been a sub-par fi lm
MADELINE HEFFERNAN
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War, continued from page 1
Other missions have you going deep into undercover as a 

member of the elite counter-terror unit Task Force 141.  
With missions set in diverse and exotic locales ranging 

from ice covered peaks in Kazakh mountain ranges to 
gated communities in the state of Virginia, the campaign 
in MW2 is a truly global affair. Many war-related video 
games focus on the heroic triumph of good over evil, how-
ever, this is not entirely the case with MW2.

 No where in the game is this more apparent than in the 
notorious “No Russian” mission. You play an American, 
undercover as a member of the terror cell headed by the 
aforementioned ultranationalist psychopath. Your task is 
to walk calmly through a crowded Russian airport and 
mow down as many civilians as you can with a machine 
gun. This is the that gives you the opportunity to skip at the 
beginning of the game, and with good reason; it’s easy to 
see why some people could be easily offended by it. How-
ever, this controversial level wasn’t added without reason. 
It adds to the depth of the story and begs the question of 
whether or not the ends justify the means, it’s the whole 
“kill one to save a thousand” scenario. 

Overall, Modern Warfare 2’s campaign is a rich expe-
rience. And what the story lacks in length (it only takes 
about fi ve hours to play through) and coherence, it makes 
up in diversity of gameplay and sheer volume of intense 
theatrical situations. Those of you who own the game and 
still haven’t been able to pry yourselves away from the on-
line multiplayer section should defi nitely make an attempt 
to do so. It’s worth it. 

New to the Call of Duty franchise, is the Spec Ops mode 
which allows players to tackle missions from both MW2 
and COD4 with a friend. Essentially, Spec Ops is the cam-

paign without that pesky plot to get in the way of the ac-
tion. Many of the missions can be played alone, although 
that defeats the intended purpose. Spec Ops missions may 
be played split screen or online over the Play Station Net-
work or Xbox Live. 

The campaign and Spec Ops modes alone provide a fair-
ly rich gaming experience; however, it’s the competitive 
online multiplayer that’s driving the record breaking sales 
of MW2. 

“When I fi rst bought Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2, 
I was a bit skeptical,” said senior Darius Solomon. “I 
thought it would be like its predecessor Call of Duty 4: 
Modern Warfare, but I was wrong, there is so much more 
you can do. You can customize your kill streak from pred-
ator missiles to tactical nukes.”

The sheer depth and intricacy of the online mode is as-
tounding. There are fourteen multiplayer modes including 
classics like team deathmatch and capture the fl ag, and 
then there are the new additions like Headquarters Pro, 
in which you and your teammates defend a set location 
to earn points. On top of the fourteen game modes, there 
are sixteen multiplayer maps, each one presenting differ-
ent tactical limitations for you to think around. There are 
dozens of weapons, many of which are new to MW2, and 
there are dozens of attachments for those weapons. 

New kinds of equipment include Semtex, and the throw-
ing knife allow for more versatile methods with which to 
dispatch your opponents. Honestly, nothing lowers morale 
like having a grenade stuck to your back while you try to 
retreat.

Perks, fi rst introduced in Call of Duty 4, are back again, 
this time with the ability to be upgraded. By meeting cer-
tain requirements you can unlock the “pro” version of a 

perk. Sprinting 26 miles, while playing with the “mara-
thon” perk, unlocks “Marathon Pro”, which enables you to 
climb over obstacles faster. 

Also new to the franchise are accolades, small achieve-
ments unlocked by performing certain tasks online. All of 
the unlockables, accolades, and upgrades, along with the 
ability to “prestige” serve to deepen online play for both 
noobs and hardened veterans alike.

“I am currently level 20 fi rst prestiges,” Solomon con-
tinued. “I think that Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2 is the 
best FPS (First Person Shooter) ever made.”

Solomon’s opinion is one shared by nearly everyone who 
has played MW2. The wizards at Infi nity Ward have found 
the formula for fast-paced highly addicting action that is 
sure to keep fans of the series deprived of sleep for months 
to come.
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Teachers sympathetic in wake of Senioritis outbreak

Ah, winter break. It couldn’t come at a better time 
of the year for students to recoup from the school-
work they have had to endure for this fi rst semester. 
With all of the charities going on in the name of the 
holiday spirit, it is upsetting that such charity wor-
thy group have been overlooked; this year’s senior 
class, who have been hit with one of the worst cases 
of Senioritus in history. No charities have been set 
up for these students to help them to pay students to 
do their work; a tragedy that cannot be ignored. It is 
possible that many students affl icted with this disease 
are hesitant to reach out for help, likely because of 
the fear that their teachers, parents, and fellow peers 
will be skeptical of their disorder. Teachers though, 
no matter their rigid work policies, are probably the 
most understanding when it comes to the hardships 
students with this disease are subject to. Among these 
teachers include Suzanne Lewis, Andy Knutson and 
Kit Shanholtzer

Q: Do you feel that a lot of students feign Se-
nioritus?

Lewis:No, I believe that they are legitimately sick. I 
think there is a lot of pressure on seniors, and I think 
there is a lot asked of them in their senior year, and it 
causes a lot of illness.

Knutson: Pandemic if you will.
Shanholtzer: It’s almost too much to ask of a hu-

man, [H1N1] almost.

Q: Do you think that seniors who sometimes 
self diagnose Senioritus are wrong?

Knutson: No, I think it’s like ADD, pretty much 
everybody has it. How could you not have ADD? Be-
cause if you didn’t have it, there would be no reason 
why you weren’t working hard. The only[other pos-
sible] reason could be that it was [the student’s] fault, 
and it’s never [his/her] fault.

Shanholtzer: And its called ADD, unless you are a 
senior, and then it’s called Senioritus.

Knutson: I can’t believe the AMA hasn’t recog-
nized it, which is just ridiculous. It’s political. I keep 
giving them good evidence every year.

Lewis: It’s the liberal majority who allow it to hap-
pen.

Knutson:It’s the liberal media slant.

Q: What techniques do you use to combat this 
pandemic?

Shanholtzer: I don’t combat it. I add pillows to my 
classroom. I let them sleep. 

Knutson: You can’t fi ght it. You can only hope to 
contain it.

Shanholtzer:[Instituting] nap times is a good idea. 
[Senioritus] is basically unstoppable. 

Q: What time of the year do you think students 
are most affl icted by this disease and why?

Shanholtzer: June of their junior year.
Knutson: Why? If you’re in a wheel chair, do I say 

get up and walk? No! I just accept that you’re in a 
wheel chair, I don’t tell you to do something that you 
can’t do. These [seniors] can’t perform. It is not pos-
sible [for them] to do any better than they are doing.

Lewis: Did I mention that a lot is asked of them? 
Knutson: Do you think that when you’re in your 

real life with kids and a job, and bills, that it is going 
to be this hard? Cause it is not going to be this hard.

Lewis: No, no way. There is no way that it gets any 
harder than this.

Knutson:Seniors have the hardest possible choices, 
and decisions,and work to do.

Lewis: A lot times [there are] those late arrivals or 
those early releases. That’s a lot to ask from a kid. 
Different schedules than everybody else.

Knutson: When there is an assembly, what time 
does second period start?

Lewis: And now we have four different assembly 
schedules, and different one hour late starts. I can’t 
even imagine. That alone probably increases the at-
tendance issues by 20 percent.

Shanholtzer: Why do we get up in the morning?
Lewis:We probably should just end it at the end of 

their junior year, and not even make them take their 
senior year.

Q: Do you think that Senioritus is conta-
gious?

Lewis: If every senior has it, there is no way it is 
contagious. Everyone has it.

Knutson: This is brought on by the man. If the man 
wasn’t around, this disease wouldn’t happen. Our so-
ciety has created this, and it is our fault. It is not the 
kids fault. It is the fault of society.

Lewis:They get it at the American school system, 
and it’s in them, and the incubation period is until 
they are seventeen.

Knutson:I think it’s in the parent. The mother is the 
carrier. I dont think if you’re in Indonesia, on an is-
land, that you get it. I think it is American society that 
asks too much. 

Lewis: I think there is a parental aspect as well.
Knutson:It is environmental.
Shanholtzer:Every foreign exchange student has it 

when they get here, and they are like thirteen, and 
they are in their senior year. 

Lewis: I am not blaming the parents, but I think 
that the parents start to love their children a little less 
sometimes. And say things like ‘I can’t wait till I get 
you out of the house. That adds to the illness if you 
are feeling less loved.

Shanholtzer: You guys, if you are [reading], it’s not 
your fault.

Lewis: We are working on a cure. 

Seniors Blake Nelson, Jon Ossowski, Danielle Griffi th and Ian England exhibit signs of a devestating strain of Senioritis
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best because they are all fun,” said Jones. 
“When I’m in sports, I feel like I’m in-
clined to keep up on my work and to stay 
away from bad things. It’s like my anti-
drug/anti-fail.” 

Jones’s extensive schedule this year alone 
includes Leadership, AP Biology, UW Eng-
lish, Physics, Military History, and Honors 
CWI. Throughout his years here, he has 
been enrolled in just about every AP class 
offered at the high school.  

With all of these courses, it’s easy to see 
how Jones received a 2110 out of 2400 
on his SATs (the average score is around 
1600).

 “I took the PSAT and I did a lot of the 
SAT Question Of the Day but I didn’t take 
the [prep] class,” said Jones. Not only did 
he do well on his SAT test, but he also re-

ceived high scores on his AP exams.
 “My AP scores are pretty good, but not 

as good as (senior) Cole Knowlden’s. He 
has gotten a fi ve on every AP test, except 
one… but I beat him on [Calculus B.C.],” 
said Jones, with a sly smile.

Some people would think that a student 
who is taking all of these advanced classes 
and is involved in sports all school year 
would know how to manage his time ex-
tremely well, but Jones admits he is a big 
procrastinator.  

“I honestly don’t remember the last time I 
went to bed before midnight,” said Jones. 

All of these classes and sports, however, 
look very good on college applications. 
Jones is applying to UC Berkley, UW, and 
USC. 

“It’s a tough choice between Berkley 
and UW. My sister also goes to UW,” said 
Jones, of his top pick.

All of these courses can be overwhelm-
ing, but Jones hopes that his efforts will 
pay off in the end. “I have been thinking 
I want to be a bio engineer or any kind of 
engineer,” he said.

Even though Jones has all of these rig-
orous courses, he feels there is a big mis-
conception and he wants students to know 
he isn’t a “perfect” student. “I don’t have 
a 4.0, I have a 3.83. Everyone’s like ‘Oh 
Ross, a 4.0 student,’” said Jones. 

Though it may seem that Jones is a model 
student, he does have his fl aws; tardiness 
being one of them.

“Ross Jones, in general, is the most book-
smart kid you will ever meet, but he’s got 
no street smarts,” said teacher and football 
coach Joe Cronin. “The thing about Ross 
Jones is that he is respectful. You can’t get 
mad at him. And, when he calls you in the 
morning freaking out because he can’t fi nd 

his car keys and he’s going to be late, you 
just have to try not to laugh because you 
know he is telling the truth.” 

Jones, cont from page 1
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If one of our students traveled all the way to Germany, 
there would be a major culture shock in store. Much of 
what seems totally normal here, such as homecoming or 
Superfanning, is unheard of in Germany. For exchange 
student Yannick Leopold, coming here from Germany was 
a huge change. 

Leopold, in his junior year, decided to come to America 
to work on perfecting his English, which he has spoken 
since age 12. In addition to English and German, Leopold 
also speaks French. His host family is junior Shaun Marti’s 
family, and the two have formed a unique relationship.

“I don’t consider Shaun Marti to be a friend, he is like my 
brother,” said Leopold.

The Marti family had always casually thought of hosting 
a student, but when Shaun Marti saw a booth with infor-
mation on exchange students, he suggested it to his mom. 

The decision was slightly last minute.
“When I fi rst saw him at the airport, it was pretty awk-

ward for some reason and he was kind of shy and quiet 
for the fi rst day. I was thinking, ‘It’s going to be a long ten 
months,’” said Marti. “But then I found out he is totally 
opposite than what I fi rst thought. He’s not shy around me 
at all and we say [whatever] in front of each other,” said 
Marti.

Since coming here in the beginning of the school year, 
Leopold has participated in as many American traditions 
as he can. He went to homecoming in a group of about 
15 people. The group rented a limo and went to dinner in 
Northgate at Stanford’s. Leopold took sophomore Cheryl 
Nuckles. There is nothing similar to homecoming in Ger-
many, and Leopold thought it was “pretty sick”.

Living in America has taught him to be much more out-
going, and therefore he has made many more friends. He 
has defi nitely made an impact on the students here. Many 
people remember him after meeting him only once.

“People are more open and outgoing here. [Shaun and 
my new friends] indirectly taught me to fi t in,” said Leo-
pold.

As an exchange student, Leopold is expected to take 
all of the classes and to already know the language. His 
grades are good, and he enjoys the classes. 

While his classes here are easier than in Germany, he still 
enjoys them. The catch to coming to Lake Stevens for the 
school year? When he returns to Germany, he will have to 
retake his eleventh grade year in order to receive credit. 

Even though he will have to make up a year, Leopold 
thinks the sacrifi ce is worth it. To him, it was all about 
“perfecting the language and [getting it at] a level that I 
can speak it fl uently, and to get new experiences in a for-
eign country. And it will be easier to get a job in Germany, 
because I will speak English fl uently,” he said.

Our school has welcomed Leopold with open arms, as 
well as the other exchange students who we host. But for 
Leopold, our school is a huge change from his school in 
Germany.

“I love that you have school spirit and groups that or-
ganize all that stuff, because in Germany, we don’t have 
school spirit. We don’t even have school sports,” he said.

There is no doubt that our students are well known in the 
area for their spirit, so for Leopold to go from one with 
no spirit, to one bursting with it, the difference is more 
than noticeable. It is an entirely different culture; a totally 
different way of teenage life. Not only do we have a ton 
of spirit, the students on campus have been incredibly ac-
cepting of Leopold, which hopefully will make his time 
on campus a memorable part of his life. Certainly, he has 
made an impact on those closest to him.  

Although there are challenges for Leopold, he is glad he 
came. 

“I just like the people,” he said. And, certainly, it is the 
people here that make school different from Germany. 
When he goes home, Leopold plans to tell his friends and 
family that, “it’s not a very different culture, but I like it 
more, honestly, because the people are more outgoing and 
friendly. They are more tolerant when dealing with their 
friendships, and school is much easier.”

Overall, Leopold has had an amazing experience. It’s not 
every day that a student travels to a new school over 5,000 
miles away. Despite the adjustment, Leopold has strived 
in the new environment. He says he will defi nitely make 
return visits to here after he has goes back to Germany. 
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Exchange student fi nds welcome change in America

Though Natural High Network (NHN) 
may be one of the most under-appreciated 
clubs at our school, its affects are every-
where. NHN has one of the simplest yet 
most noble goals of all our school’s pro-
grams. 

“It promotes natural highs, so something 
like listening to music or playing videog-
ames with friends instead of doing pot 
or drinking alcohol.” said junior Sadie 
Schwarzmiller.

The club sets up all kinds of events to 
help students make the choice to pick hav-
ing fun over taking drugs. Club advisor 
and Intervention Specialist Steve Pitkin 
brought NHN to our school in 2002. 

“NHN is an ASB club that provides alter-
native experiences, for students, that don’t 
involve drugs,” Pitkin said.

The open mics that students hear at lunch 
are one of the activities that NHN organiz-
es to help keep kids off drugs. 

 “It’s open mic. They’re having a good 
time, which is a natural high, by the way,” 
said Schwarzmiller. 

NHN members believe in the purpose of 
the club.

 “I want people to have their own natural 
high; their own way of having fun and [do-
ing] anything but drugs,” said sophomore 
Tatum McLeod.

The open mic events provide a nice 
change of pace, and a little entertainment 
for students. 

“I like the idea.I like what they’re trying 
to do.” said junior Alex Torneby. “And also 
it’s fun to watch. It’s kind of funny.”

It’s hard not to appreciate the effort that 
goes into these organizations and especial-
ly the cause that it’s all for. 

Though NHN members devote extra time 
for NHN events, they enjoy doing it.

“My job is to design some of the fl yers, 
and I made the design for the pins,” said 
Schwarzmiller. “I also help set things up at 
events.”

Anything could be a natural high, just not 
drugs. Natural High Network shows you 
ways you can get high on life.

“When your playing video games and 
you go on a killing spree, that’s a natural 
high.” said Schwarzmiller. “You’re getting 
pumped, and that’s better than doing drugs. 
You’re getting high off of winning.”

“[The best part of being in NHN is] doing 
open mic, listening to all the music, and be-
ing with all your friends [who] are into the 

same things you are,” said McLeod.
Many people may have noticed the post-

ers around the school that state seven out 
of ten students don’t abuse prescription 
drugs. 

NHN works with that idea, and tries to 
emphasize and encourage being drug-free.

“There’s a lot of ways to get involved 

and express yourself. You don’t need to do 
drugs to have fun,” said Pitkin.

Exchange student Yannick Leopold jokes around with host junior Shaun Marti. PHOTO BY ALICIA TERRY
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STAFF REPORTERSTAFF REPORTER

NHN promotes the power of a natural high
CONNOR WILSON
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Sophomore DJ Pratt entertains the crowd during lunch. PHOTO BY ALICIA TERRY



English teacher Kati Tilley is a self proclaimed jack of 
all trades.  To put it simply, she likes to keep busy.  That 
combined with a love for learning has helped her develop 
various talents and knowledge on many different subjects. 
She’s worked at this campus for eight years.  Before that 
she taught at Western Washington University for a year.   

 “I started out, this is funny.  I think it’s funny.  I 
started out as a biochemistry microbiology major.   Well 
my real interest was in diseases and viruses.  I really 
wanted to study, get into the medical research fi eld and 
study possible cures for diseases.  What I ran up against at 
18 and having this major was I wasn’t in a place where I 
could do the intense math involved…”

With a bachelors degree in education and her Masters in 
English, Tilley is more then prepared to teach World Lit-
erature, Creative Writing, Advanced Creative Writing, AP 
English Literature, and Literature 10.  But that’s not the 
limit to Tilley’s teaching abilities- she’s even a certifi ed 
Band teacher and played the saxophone for 15 years.  

 “Gosh, I’ve always wanted to be a teacher.  But there 
was other stuff. I wanted to be an astronaut,” Tilley said. 
But that didn’t work out.  I don’t know, I just remember 
being seven years old and playing “school” with the neigh-

bor hood kids.”
 Tilley is also in charge of the Valkyrie, which was 

founded last year and publishes a 32 page literary journal 
once a year.  They Valkyrie accepts submissions of graphic 
arts, creative nonfi ction, essays, short fi ctions, short sto-
ries, and poetry from students.  

“It’s a club, and it’s a class, and it’s a publication.  So it’s 
an awful lot like Vahalla.  Except for the class is advanced 
creative writing,” Tilley said, “So students that have taken 
a creative writing class and gotten a good grade, such as 
Bs or better, can come in and join advanced creative writ-
ing.  So the class is not focused just on the Valkyrie, it’s a 
lot of advanced writing and creative writing projects.”

 Not only is her teaching and education diverse, 
but so is Tilley’s experience with the world of travels.  
When she was getting her bachelor’s degree in her junior 
year of college, she lived in North England.  Her travels 
compiled, however, spread across much of Western Eu-
rope.

“My mom and I made a bargain when I was a senior in 
high school.  She desperately wanted me to live at home 
and not on campus [when I went to college]. I was go-
ing to Western, so it was close and in driving distance,” 
Tilley said.  “The deal she made was [that] I live at home 
for my freshmen [and] sophomore year of college and in 
exchange she’d take me to Europe.  Which was cost wise 

saver her about, it was about half the cost for her and I to 
go then it would have been for dorms.

 In her spare time (though it’s hard to imagine 
having any with such a busy schedule), Tilley enjoys read-
ing, the arts, science, and using her trusty telescope for 
astronomy.  And still this teacher fi nds time to be the co 
advisor the opera club, learn to throw pottery, be mom to 
her two and a half year old son Jamie, and even play World 
of Warcraft on the weekends.  

 “[My job] is an extension of who I am,” Tilley 
said.

VALHALLAFeatures
Mrs. Tilley fi nds joy in teaching

Choir getting in the swing of things

“I didn’t quite know what to expect. It’s 
my fi rst time teaching high school students; 
it’s kind of scary,” said Concert Choir and 
Jubilation teacher Rochelle Hickman. The 
new mom took the job after teaching el-
ementary school music for years. She says 
it’s quite a change.

Relying on the students to tell her the 
traditions of past years, their winter con-
cert on December 17, like their fall one in 
November, where Hickman said “the kids 
sounded great”, is sure to be a success. Both 

solos, in order to “incorporate as many kids 
as I can and give them some real-life solo 
experience,” and the song “Carol of the 
Bells,” where choir alumni can come and 
sing with the choir, will be incorporated 
into the concert.

Though they have less students in the 
class this year than last year—only two pe-
riods of choir, with 42 students as a whole 
enrolled, instead of the three last year—
Hickman says the talented group makes up 
for it with hard work and friendship. The 
classes have bonded as a whole and within 
their specifi c sections.

“I think just having that time together ev-
ery day is important,” said Hickman. The 
group also had a ‘lock-in’ in October where 
they sang for each other and played some 
games. They’ve also spent time together 
during outside practices and fundraisers.

Hickman has always been passionate 
about music, and has been involved in 
choir from a very young age. She said she 
“wanted to go into teaching so I could pro-
vide the sort of experience [I had in high 
school] for other students.” Her choir ex-
perience at Everett High School has always 
stayed with her and inspired her to become 
a teacher.

“I grew up singing. Voice is my main in-
strument,” said Hickman, who took voice 
lessons all throughout college (where she 
was friends with former choir teacher Mr. 
Evan Norberg). Hickman has sang with ei-
ther her school or her church since she was 
in sixth grade.

Based on her own choir experience and 
her years of teaching music, she believes 
strongly in the importance of choir and 
classes like it.

“By getting that experience of rehearsing 
and working together as a group, you re-
alize that you have responsibility not only 
to yourself but to the group as well,” said 

Hickman. “Preparing something, perform-
ing it, and feeling good about it afterwards 
[is important to students].”

Other than their many concerts and fund-
raisers, students from choir have been seen 
at assemblies and will participate in the 
Dickens Fair this year. They will also take 
part in a few festivals throughout the year, 
with hopes for success.

Hickman hopes the number of students 
in the class will increase. She encourages 
anyone and everyone to join, ignoring the 
stereotypes associated with the class. 

If the television show “Glee” has taught 
us anything, it’s that the least likely of stu-
dents can have amazing voices, and Hick-
man hopes to see all sorts of students in 
fourth period Concert Choir (non-audition) 
and fi fth period Jubilation next semester.

“My goals are to make music accessible 
to all students. A lot of people think ‘Oh, 
I can’t sing,’ or they’re told sometime in 
their childhood that they’re tone-deaf. Yes, 
everyone has a voice and, yes, everyone 
can sing,” said Hickman, who sends a mes-
sage to each and every student unsure of 
their abilities and thinking about joining 
choir: “If you want to sing, there’s a place 
for you in the choir.”
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choir gathers to sing PHOTO BY ALICIA TERRY
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Thursday, January 7, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, January 12, 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Join us for a Freshman Information Session!

UW Bothell welcomes you and your family to attend a Freshman 
Information Session. In this one hour presentation, you will learn about 
the application process, the first-year experience, degree programs, 
specialized support services, student life and more!  
 
Optional Campus Tour will follow the presentation.

To learn more and to register for an Information Session, please visit the 
Advising Web site: www.uwb.edu/admissions/freshmen/visit

425.352.5000  |  www.uwb.edu 
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10. Alohomora – Unlocks 
things

  9. Imperio – Gives you 
control over someone  

  8. Finite Incantatum - Stops 
any current spells   

  7. Expelliarmus – Unarms 
your opponent   

  6. Stupefy - Knocks out 
opponent

Harry Potter spellsTOP TEN...
5. Wingardium Leviosa 

– Makes objects fl y  
  4. Lumos - Creates 

light at wand tip    
  3. Expecto Patronum - 

Creates a Patronus    
  2. Crucio - Tortures 

opponent   
  1. Avada Kadavra - 

Murders opponent


