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Queen crowned
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09/10 Senior Queen Miranda Shultz and escort Chris Perry

ANAIS MENDEZ
staFF rEPortEr

Caitlin Obee, Jordan Wyrick,
and Miranda Shultz are this
year’s princesses; each of them is
a model student, with charm and
compassion.
“I think all three of us, Miranda,
Caitlin, and myself, all have good
qualities that the students look for
in a Homecoming queen,” said
Wyrick.
“I think Jordan and Miranda

are both really nice people, [and]
I think they both deserve to be
nominees. And, whoever [won], I
feel it was all a good choice. We’re
all in leadership. I get to see their
real personalities [and] what they
do outside of the school, [and in]
the community” said Obee.
At the assembly on Thursday,
the princesses looked stunning in
their Homecoming dresses, each
with a charming date on her arm.
The princesses had a funny,

Hollywood themed skit ready to
amuse the audience. In the skit,
the girls were all taken to Hollywood where James Bond had to
choose which of them was elected
as Homecoming Queen to please
his boss, Mickey Mouse. Towards
the end, all of the girls went behind the giant paper back drop to
add dramatic effect.
The lights were dimmed, and
every one was on the edge of
their seats. Everyone was anxious

Ms. Schiebel takes her talent to Iron Chef
MADELINE HEFFERNAN
staFF rEPortEr

Last summer, while students were dozing in front of the fan or loitering at Taco
Bell, culinary teacher, Nikki Schiebel, was
in New York showing off her talent on the
Food Network’s, Iron Chef America.
While working part-time at Campagne,
a French restaurant in Seattle, Schiebel’s
boss, Daisley Gordon, was invited to participate in the October 11 episode. Gordon
asked Schiebel to be one of his two sous
chefs.
“He was very nice about it. He invited me
and the other sous chefs, and said ‘The first
person who came to mind was you because
I know you can handle the pressure and
I know that you have a good taste sense
and plating sense, etc,’ so, of course I said
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yes!”
Before the daunting trip to New York, the
team had to practice. The culinary crew
went through drills three times a week before their departure.
“It was communicating ideas, making
sure the plates were consistent and good,
that they worked and that it could be done
in the hour time limit,” said Schiebel.
Although they worked at Campagne, the
three chefs had never had to make so many
dishes in such a short amount of time.
“We typically come up with specials during the evening and we have about an hour
to get a special made. And that’s usually
only one plate so it’s not a big deal, it’s not
like you have to do 4 other plates at the
same time,” said Schiebel.
SEE IRON CHEF, PAGE 11

to find out who had won the title
of Homecoming Queen.
When the announcement was
made that Shultz had won, the
crowd went wild with applause.
All students in the gym rose to
applaud the new queen.
From behind the Hills of Hollywood, Shultz walked out to
accept her crown. “I’m shaking
right now. I feel like I’m on top of
the world,” said Shultz. Tears of
joy streamed down her face while

she was congratulated by friends.
Shultz was shocked at her nomination, not to mention at her
crowning. “I literally jumped in
the air. I got a phone call saying
that I was [a princess] walking to
sixth. I stopped dead in my tracks
and jumped in the air, I was so excited,” said Shultz.
As Shultz accepted her crown,
Wyrick and Obee cheered with
the rest of the school in support of
their new Homecoming Queen.

Drama offers more
This year, drama gives you four plays and dinner in one ticket
JORY WEISSERT
staFF rEPortEr

In a drama club, the actors and stage crew are
scattered; some are at work on the stage, others are busy in the drama room, and the rest are
rehearsing lines. On the opening night, November 5, 2009, not one, but four plays will be
performed. Though the big production is The
Legend of Sleepy Hollow, the three small radio
plays that will also be performed are “The Mark
of the Beast”, “The Cast of Amontillado”, and
the “Canterville Ghost.”
“The Sleepy Hollow play is only about two
hours and twenty minutes, and our usual play
is about two hours and fifteen minutes,” said
Director Carrie Gerrard, as she moved about
the actors showing them the stage direction she
envisioned. “The radio plays make up the difference.”
“It’s different because it’s made to be played

over the radio, not acted out,” said sophomore
Audrey Fletcher, who plays Virginia in the
“Canterville Ghost” and also a smaller role in
“Mark of the Beast”. “You get really close to
the people in your group,” said Fletcher.
The themes of the plays were picked based
on this fall season. “Well, I wanted to do something Halloween-ish because I haven’t done that
theme yet. This one is more harvest [themed],”
said Gerrard.
Each of the radio plays are separate plots and
lines that the actors are supposed to memorize
outside of Sleepy Hollow. Some actors are
playing more than one role and are involved in
multiple plays at the same time.
“Through Hughe’s recollection [of events],
the audience is brought back in time to Montezuma,
SEE DRAMA, PAGE 8
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J.R.O.T.C. a prospect for Lake Stevens
With any luck, students at our school will soon be able to participate in their own J.R.O.T.C
KATIE EGELSTAD
staFF rEPortEr

“[J.R.O.T.C.] is a military based class. Colleges have
an ROTC program which stands for Reserve Officer
Training Corps, which prepares students to be officers in the military,” Cooper said. “The [J.R.O.T.C.]
is a program sort of like that for the high school. The
class itself mixes military history, basic military orders, and current world/current American issues.”
Junior Shawn Cooper, has been an advocate of getting J.R.O.T.C here since early last school year.
Vice Principal, Mike Snow, who has worked at
Snohomish High School where a J.R.O.T.C. is present, has seen first hand the advantages of such a program.
“It really helped a lot of students,” said Snow. “Some
of the students were maybe not military driven, but
they were lacking self-esteem and confidence. They
then felt important, they felt they had value, and they
were proud and thrived in that atmosphere.”
In many cases where the program is established, the
class counts as both a history and a physical education credit.
“If you do two years of [J.R.O.T.C.], you come out
as a higher rank in the military if you enlist, but there
is absolutely no obligation to join. It will prepare
[those wishing to enlist] for the military expectations
and lifestyle,” said Cooper.
“There are some perceptions out there that [having
the program is] advocating for war, which I see why
[people] would say that,” said Snow. “But I don’t
necessarily get that connection. I don’t believe that
is what a school’s J.R.O.T.C. program is. I think it’s
about building esteem and leadership qualities.”
Cooper agreed on the fact that J.R.O.T.C. is beneficial to enrolled students not wishing to join the
military.
“J.R.O.T.C. isn’t just about military; it’s about leadership,” said Snow.

“A lot of colleges and employers look at J.R.O.T.C.
as a leadership experience, so when you’re writing
your resume and it asks what leadership experience
you’ve had, you can always jot that down,” said Cooper.
The main reason a J.R.O.T.C program has not been
included in our district previously was mainly due to
a lack of outgoing interest.
“I just don’t know that there’s been as much of a
calling for it,” said Snow. “Arlington has one, Monroe has one, Snohomish has one. It’s all around us.
But, I think there’s always been a group that’s been
interested in bringing it in.”
When the Student Input Committee, one of the four
branch-off committees in A.S.B, passed out a survey that included questioning the installment of a
J.R.O.T.C., the interest became visible.
Around 260 students out of the 800 that received
the survey said that they would join the J.R.O.T.C.
program if it were available here in Lake Stevens. In
addition, 750 students said that they would like to see
the program at our school.
Since it has been established that there is a reasonable interest in having a J.R.O.T.C. program, Shawn
Cooper, the other members of the Student Input committee, and the administrators are going to be working together to get the facts about the program to see
if the program has a future here.
“Shawn [Cooper], I know, was going to go around
and talk to the neighboring districts and ask what
they did to get it started. It has to be student driven
with lots of interest,” added Snow.
The biggest conﬂict currently with getting the program started is figuring out the cost of initiating
J.R.O.T.C. and dealing with that obstacle.
“What I’m doing is calling up Arlington and Snohomish to see what their start up costs and maintenance costs are,” said Cooper. “From there, I’m going to come back to Mr. Collins, who I’ve met with

before, and see if the cost is reasonable enough for
us to implement it now or in the future. Then from
there is goes to the high administration for them to
approve it.”
“I think it has the potential,” said Snow. “It’s just
going to take somebody who is really motivated to
get it going to get some of that groundwork going
and make it so it’s not only a good program for students but it makes sense financially as well.”

Junior Shawn Cooper points to the future, the future of an
LSHS with its own J.R.O.T.C.
Photo by aLiCia tErry

Community park an excellent edition to our area
JAKE BARTOLINI
NEWs EDitor

A series of photos featuring the entrance, basketball court, baseball ﬁeld, and playground of the new community park.
Photos by aLiCia tErry
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Our area is known for it’s
wealth of recreational areas.
Lundeen, Kid’s Oasis, Eagle
Ridge, and the Centennial
Trail—
the list goes on. As of
spring, 2010, Lake Stevens’ residents will have a
new community park to enjoy, and it is guaranteed to
please.
The park is located half
of a mile east of downtown
Lake Stevens, right off of
the intersection of 16th St.
NE and Machias Road, next
to the Lake Connor Camping Club. According to the
Snohomish County Parks
and Recreation website, the
park was built on an old
homestead and timber harvesting site.
As of now, the park features a varied topography
complete with rolling hills,
small forests, and two isolated wetlands.
In the future, Parks and
Recreation plans on constructing a large park facility
to accommodate the many
expected patrons. Four soc-

cer/football fields and two
little-league baseball fields
are also in the process of being built. With the addition of
these six new athletic fields,
extracurricular sports teams
will no longer rely on only the
Boys and Girls Club, Cavalero, or here for practice.
“I am looking forward to
the opening of this new park.
I believe that the addition of
four new soccer fields will be
immensely beneficial to the
local community’s youth,”
said DECA Director of External Communications Senior
Sawyer Margett. “As an avid
fan of the local youth soccer
league, I look forward to the
completion of these recreational facilities with breathless anticipation.”
As Lake Stevens continues to grow in population, its
citizens will continue to need
new places to relax. Community parks and recreational facilities, complete with sports
fields, walkways, and picnic
tables are an excellent way to
meet that need.
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New stadium: “Short-term pain, long-term gain”

It’s apparent that losing the gravel parking lot for a few months is worth it when you realize the state that the current staduim is in.

KATIE EGELSTAD
staFF rEPortEr

The time has come to replace the aging stadium that has served our school
for 30 years.
“It ought to be fairly obvious to everyone, except maybe Ray Charles or
Stevie Wonder. They might not be able
to see it, but everyone else has,” said
Athletic Director, Ed Bailey, when
talking about the state of our current
grand stands.
The fact that our athletic stadium is
much too small to reasonably accommodate the parents, students, and community members who attend events,
such as football games, is a common
grievance of attendees.
“On a good night, [our stadium] will
hold probably 900 to 1,000 [fans], and

it’s usually filled up about 45 minutes
before game time,” said Bailey. “Then
everybody else stands or sits somewhere on the hillside.”
Built back in 1980, our current stadium was constructed when our school’s
student body was around 600 students.
“Since then, we’ve more then doubled
in size,” said Principal Ken Collins.
The visitors’ bleachers were added between 1999 and 2000. However, even
with its addition, “we have rapidly become the worst stadium in the league,”
said Collins.
Among the biggest of changes to be
made in the new stadium is the larger
seating of somewhere between 3,000
to 3,500 people, including spots for
500 more on the visitors’ side. Also
included is a room for the sports of-

ficials to meet and discuss, a room for
the trainer, a better concession area,
locker rooms underneath the stadium,
and improved bathroom facilities.
By the time construction is complete,
“we will have a Class-A facility,” said
Collins.
In the mean time, construction isn’t
planned to begin until after all the fall
sports end. November 16 is the proposed date for workers to start the demolition of the current stadium.
The worry for many students is what
driving and parking at school will be
like during construction.
“There are a couple things that will
affect students. Number one being,
we’ll be closing the gravel parking lot
and the exit going out that way because
all the construction equipment will be
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locked up in that area,” said Bailey.
There will still be access to the field
and track, just not for the use of the
stadium. This will pose issues come
time for spring sports.
“There won’t be lights in the spring
for soccer and there won’t be a stadium for track or for anything else.
However, we’re working around all of
that. We have Cavalero’s stadium. We
have other things that we’re going to
try,” said Collins.
If construction goes as planned, the
new stadium facility will be up and
ready for the next football season.
“I’m thrilled with the potential,” said
Bailey, “I think that everybody will be
wowed by what will have [done] by
the time fall starts.”

Pre-game fun a tradition at our school

art by aLiCia tErry

ANAIS MENDEZ
staFF rEPortEr

This year’s AutumnFest is on October 30 at 5
p.m, in the stadium. Autumn Fest is one of our
school’s traditions, with a reign of over fifteen
years.
Senior Caitlin Obee, unofficial organizer of
Autumn Fest, says that AutumnFest gives different clubs the opportunity to make money for
themselves.
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For students who attend AutumnFest, there
will be plenty of games, activities, food, and
fan gear at the different stands arranged by
the various clubs.
“Each game costs just one ticket,” said
Obee. This year tickets will be issued for one
dollar each to ensure that everyone can attend
AutumnFest.
Some of the clubs that will be attending are
FFA, FCCLA, the Class of 10’,11’, and 12’,
band, and choir, and many more. Each club
makes an average of about 50 dollars off of
their chosen product or service.
“[AutumnFest] makes the football game
more interesting because everybody gets together and it’s a lot of fun,” said Obee.
When Obee is at AutumnFest, she has a lot
of responsibilities. “Personally, I make sure
that all the booths maintain their tickets. I
make sure everything is going well; that garbage is being taken out. And, [I] pretty much
get anything else anybody needs.”
Though the football games starts at 7 p.m.,
the gate opens for AutumnFest at 5 p.m.. So
if you come out early to get a seat, you can
check out AutumnFest and everything it has
to offer.
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High school students prove, yet again, to be uncivilized
Parking lot increasingly difﬁcult to manage

EMILY GARVIN
staFF rEPortEr

I remember when my mom
picked me up the third day of
school, along with some of my
freeloader friends. We were
confined to the parking lot as
we waited in the horrendously
long line to leave. Five cars
away from freedom, we were
going over a speed bump and
CRASH! The girl who was
driving behind us had rearended our minivan. After a lot
of ‘Oh my God’s and ‘Like,
sorry,’ my mom sped away.
She was so mad I half expected her to transfer me to a private school.

Driving faux pas’ are committed every day in our parking lot. Whether it’s disobeying the speed limit, driving
around the speed bumps, or
full-on road rage, students really have no excuse for this
ridiculous behavior.
For some reason, when the
final bell rings, students deevolve into cavemen, running
zigzagged through the parking
lot to get to their cars. They
drive over speed bumps to see
who can catch the most air,
disregarding the heavy, exhausted clunking coming from
the engine, all to impress their
other stone-age friends and the
occasional girl. They rev their
engines and send billows of
smoke into the air, honk at the
cars in front of them, then obnoxiously speed away, just to
repeat the action the next day.
Sidewalks, speed limits, and
the rules of common decency
are obviously concepts that
have been forgotten.
Most students took the driver’s education route to get

their licenses, which is definitely the responsible thing to
do. It lowers insurance rates,
and it teaches the rules of the
road before teens even get behind the wheel. The problem
now is that students don’t follow those rules—or any set of
respectable rules—that they
paid money to learn. This isn’t
the “Fast and the Furious,” its
high school.
Teenagers have a bad reputation when it comes to the road.
According to the California
Department of Motor Vehicles of California, car crashes
are the leading cause of death
among teenagers. Some people say that the label is unjustified, but anyone who drives
or walks through our parking
lot after school can see that the
stereotypical teenage driver is
everywhere.
If we don’t get it under control now, who knows what we
students will do when the football season is over. The old
stands are going to be replaced
by sleek new ones, requiring

Students disregard others in a hurry to leave school

construction before, during,
and after school, during rush
hour. It will be next to impossible to navigate an already
difficult parking lot, so we
need to get our act together.
I understand students are under a lot of stress, and I understand more than I would like
sometimes, but it’s no excuse
for bad driving. So put away
your cell phones, block the
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voices in your head that tell
you to change the station on
the radio or roll back the sun
roof, stop thinking about the
correct answer for question 25
on your math test, and focus
on the road.

A policy that should be excused
New tardy policy frustrates many students
For me and a group of my fellow
peers, class began at 6:30 a.m. every
morning towards the end of last year
in preparation for an upcoming test.
On one occasion, the review session
had run a couple minutes longer than
normal. I thought that the few extra
minutes were not enough to make me
late to first period. Still, when I left, I
made my way to class with a quick and
steady pace, even jogging when the
warning bell rang. Within steps of my
classroom, however, the final bell rang,
and an administrator sent me back to
the attendance office to get an admit
slip. I hadn’t been late because I had

overslept, or because I had ignored the
warning bell to talk to my friends. But
in spite of attempting to explain to the
administrator why I shouldn’t have to
walk across the campus for a note, I
took my long, defeated walk to the office.
If I had been two minutes away from
my classroom door, I would have understood my punishment. But, considering I had clearly tried to make it to
first period on time, and was within
steps of my classroom, I feel justified
in saying that something about this
policy needs to be changed.
Administrators should absolutely be
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on the lookout for students who choose
to spend their mornings doing things
other than hustling to class. But even
if an administrator had caught me that
morning, without knowing why I was
late, my two large textbooks spoke for
themselves. There was nothing about
my appearance that would indicate to
the administrator that I was late because I was up to no good. But this
didn’t matter; I still had to walk down
to the attendance office, I still had to
wait in a line that had spread to the
cafeteria by the time I got there, and I
still had to miss part of my test in first
period, all because I did not effectively
shove my way through the crowd to get
to class.
To add fuel to the fire, my attendance
record still showed that I had an unexcused absence by the end of the day,
though I had shown my teacher the
slip. I don’t blame my teacher for this,
though. She understandably had a lot
on her mind. When I handed her the
dreaded green slip, she could have either stopped class to enter it into the
computer, or waited until class was
over, which she chose to do. Her timeeffective choice, though, is the reason I
received an unexcused absence. For almost any teacher, going into the attendance record and changing a student’s
status is trivial, especially in comparison to their other duties.
In retrospect, I realize that a lot of
my anger was not just because I had
missed class, only to still receive an
unexcused absence. I was mad because
I had been responsible; I had been to

school on time, an hour early in fact,
and I had tried my best to get to class
by 7:35. But the administrator still resorted to punishment I would expect an
elementary school student to face.
The amount of tardies we are allowed to have before an absence, and
the amount of absences we can have
before loss of credit, is already set in
place. If it was absolutely necessary for
me to get an excused slip, I would have
walked to the attendance office without
having to be told.
One of the goals of secondary education is to prepare students for life after
high school. Surely, in college, a green
slip will not save you when you are
late, and being late by a matter of seconds will almost never hurt you.
The concern for students to arrive to
class on time, or to be present at all, is
well justified on behalf of the administration. If a student is aimlessly roaming the hall when the final bell rings,
send them to the attendance office. But
in situations that are similar to mine, the
best thing an administrator can do is to
allow students to be marked tardy.

BEAU CASTILLO

maNaGiNG EDitor

October 28, 2009

Opinion

Not just kids with video cameras

Valhalla

Students of Video Production are not given the credit they deserve
EMILY GARVIN
staFF rEPortEr

Being a bit of an anti-social
cynic, I was ready to write off
Viking Television (VTV) as
just another pointless part of
high school, like spirit days,
school dances, or pep assembles. But after sitting through
a typical class period in Mr.
Furoy’s first period Video Production class, watching students lead their peers, checking and double checking all
the sound and lighting equipment, taking on their difficult
jobs with understanding, and
running seamlessly through a
successful production of VTV
in the morning with hardly any
help from their teacher, my
opinion has changed.
I walked in five minutes after
the bell had sounded for first
period, expecting students to
still be goofing around and
talking. Instead, I came in
to a completely silent room,
with the students already in
their places. Half of the class
was in their seats in the control room, at soundboards and
other boards everywhere with
hundreds of tiny knobs, and at
monitors from different camera angles for the students to
check progress. The other half

of the students were in the studio, sweltering hot because of
the lights, ready to start. I stood
quietly in the corner of the
classroom as they ran through
once, then twice, a typical
VTV production with only a
few minor mishaps. Everyone
was doing their job, everyone
was on point. The students
looked less like teenagers and
more like responsible adults
for just a few minutes out of
the day.
All students see is a measly
five minutes worth of work.
All students remember is that
one time when they mess up
on camera. All students care
about is the gag reel at the end.
But every teacher and student
should see VTV for what it really is: an informative, crucial
aspect of the school.
“There are quite a few things
that if you don’t watch VTV,
you just don’t know about,”
said senior Kae Fitzgibbons.
Along with senior Kat Bland,
they’re the face of VTV in the
morning, and say it’s helped a
lot with their stage fright.
“At first you’re a little nervous because you’re not just
talking to a couple people in
this class, next period you’ll be
talking to the whole school,”

said Bland.
Students in Video Production
learn the unrivaled and invaluable skill of public speaking.
“Whether you work at Boeing or McDonald’s, you have
to learn to work with and communicate with other people,”
said Furoy.
Some people don’t seem to
see the benefits of VTV, an issue that is frustrating to Furoy
and all the students involved.
“Teachers don’t seem to get
it. They sort of look at it like,
well, it’s just a bunch of kids
doing nothing; it’s not KOMO
or KIRO. Some teachers just
don’t recognize the importance
of it,” said Furoy. He sometimes receives requests for certain news items to appear on
VTV, from teachers who don’t
even show it in class, which he
feels is quite ironic.
Teachers are given five more
minutes in second period to
show VTV. Not to pass out
tests, not to start discussions,
not for silent reading, for
VTV. The bottom line is that
it’s simply not their time. It
may be tacked onto their period, but it doesn’t mean they
can simply blabber on for five
minutes longer than usual. It
shows disrespect to the Video

Kat Bland reading the news for VTV

Photo by Kami yorita

Production class; a class that
works hard to bring the student
body a fun, informative break
in the day.

Even I might bring myself
to silence my second period
teacher when VTV starts from
now on.

Sitting down in the face of tragedy
Every year tragedy devastates groups of people
around the world, and the previous year’s problems
persist. It isn’t like we students can singlehandedly
fix these calamities, but what we can do is help.
Two years ago, a fund raiser was held to support the
wild fire victims in California. Last year, Bucks for
Bigg’s was organized and the plight of the Invisible
Children was brought to our attention.
For a time students came together for a greater
cause. Maybe we didn’t resolve the issues, but our
efforts surely made an impact.
Now this year, even when opportunity presented itself, we sat back and waited for others to act.
There have been numerous occasions these past two
months when students could have stepped up to help
out others in need. But the benevolence among stu-

dents has dissipated.
When the earthquake rocked the South Pacific and
killed 119 people, no relief fund jars were circulated
in the halls. And not once this year was a relief fund
set up to raise money for people in third world countries, or for families that are living in poverty.
Either we students are unaware, or we simply do not
care enough to take action. Whichever, the struggles
of the less fortunate are still present, and until we
take the initiative to help, no relief will be had.
Starting a fundraiser does not take much. In fact, it
only takes a few Vikings and a willing student body
to make a real difference. We saw it done with Invisible Children last year. Students made purchases and
donations for the children in Uganda. We saw it when
students gave money to help assistant coach, Kyle

Bigham, pay for his hospital bills after a heart failure
left him with medical bills far beyond what his financial situation allowed.
Their results showed that, when we do come together, we can make an impact. There is no reason
fundraisers should not be held again this year. So,
let’s turn this year around. If you have free time, use
it by starting a fund raiser. The next time you are at
the mall, instead of buying that ‘must have’ 100 dollar coat, settle for the 80 dollar one and donate the
difference. And, if you are unable to make a fiscal
donation, get out there and inform others about your
cause: go door to door asking for donations or set up
a table at lunch. We are all capable of making a difference, no matter how insignificant it seems.
-The Editorial Board

Valhalla Policy

Our Mission Statement: The Valhalla’s mission is to provide the LSHS community with a quality, thought-provoking publication. In these
efforts, the Valhalla has established several open forums for the exchange of information, opinions, and artistic expression dedicated to
those in the LSHS community.
Editorials: The editorial section of the Valhalla serves as a forum for well-written, thoughtful, longer forms of expression. Signed editorials
represent the opinions of the author(s). Unsigned editorials represent the opinion of the majority of the Valhalla staff. Views printed here
are meant to be opinionated and/or persuasive, but do not necessarily represent the opinions of the student body, administration, or school
board.
Letters to the Editor: The Valhalla will generally print as many letters as space allows each issue. Letters must include the author’s name,
signature, and class or position relative to the school. Typed or legibly handwritten letters are acceptable, but none should be more than
400 words. The Valhalla reserves the right to edit all letters for space, accuracy, spelling, and grammar. We reserve the right to refuse to
print any letters. Submit letters to room 303, or email them to lshsvalhalla@hotmail.com. Letters submitted by email should be pasted into
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Vikings win against Monroe
TYLER IRWIN

sPorts EDitor

On October 16, both players and fans filed into the stadium with high expectations for the Homecoming game.
Head Football Coach Tom Tri had high expectations for
his team before the game. “I expect[ed] all of my guys to
play the game full speed, execute on both sides of the ball,
and stay focused,” he said. Tri believed that if everyone
was to play how he wanted, they could come away with a
win and defeat the Monroe Bearcats.
“They’ve been hot and cold this year. They have won
a few good games and lost a few, so I expect[ed] we
[will] have a really good chance to win,” said Tri, of The
Bearcats.
Senior running-back Andrew Astorga had similar expectations for the team as Tri. Just like Tri, Astorga expected
a close game, but a win in the end. “I really feel that we
can beat Monroe because we are a better team overall,”
said Astorga before the game.
When the day of the game came, excitement filled the air
as the superfans and players waited anxiously for the game
to begin. Around 6 p.m. fans started to pile into the stands
and got ready for the game kickoff. The excitement and
energy could be felt even as the rain started to pour down
on the field.
At the opening kickoff the rain changed from a small
drizzle to an everyday, Washington rain.
In their first possession, Monroe punted the ball to the
Vikings who quickly capitalized and scored on a Brennan
Frost TD run into the end zone, to take a 7-0 lead.
After another failed Monroe drive, the Vikings scored
with another touchdown run by Frost, to increase the score
to 14-0, and to quickly take control of the game. Monroe
continued to play into the Vikings game plan, as the Vikings were able to get a safety on Monroe’s next drive, to
take a 16-0 lead at the end of the first quarter.
The next quarter, the Vikings didn’t let up as Frost scored
his third touchdown of the game and the Vikings took a
23-0 lead at half time.

Photo by Emma DErUs

Junior Brandon Preslar awaits the snap

After the seniors made their run with the chicken and the
Homecoming princesses were introduced, the third quarter
began as the rain turned into a torrential downpour. The
rain didn’t slow down the Vikings, however, as they scored
another touchdown and went into the fourth quarter with
a 30-0 lead. With only the fourth quarter left, the Viking
players and fans grew excited, knowing a win was all but
eminent on the night before Homecoming.

Monroe was unfortunately able to score and make the
game 30-6. But, fortunately for the Vikings, the Bearcats
missed their two-point conversion attempt and the game
ended with a final of 30-6.
The football team not only met general expectations, but
they exceeded them. The players gave reason for everyone
to be pleased to be a Viking.

Photo Gallery
By
Emma Derus
Sophomore Quincey Carrol fakes out his defender

The Vikings make another outstanding play on defense

Head Coach Tom Tri discusses the
next play with a player.

Viking blockers create gaps in the defense
Senior Jordan Eckstrom tackles a Monroe Bearcat

The defensive line stares down the offense
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Senior Alex Moon paces the sideline

Senior Jake Bennet relaxes before a play
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When things get heated Superfans tend to overeact

Photo by ashLEiGh bortLEs

The superfans look on the game with excitement

JORDAN WYRICK
staFF rEPortEr

“Not cheering? Not a senior? Not in the
front row,” said senior Brandon Hoelzel,
who thinks that is the way it should be at
football games, and many seniors agree.
“Seniors should definitely get the front

row,” said senior Emily Granston. Many
seniors view cheering in the front row of
bleachers as their right of passage. Granston says that since the senior class has
waited four years to be in the front row,

they should get it. But not everyone agrees
seating should be dictated by seniority.
“Seniors think they’re entitled to front
row. I don’t think that’s correct”, said Assistant Principal Mike Snow.
“Whoever is cheering the loudest should
get front row,” said sophomore Michael
McEntire. McEntire believes it shouldn’t
be about grade or age, but about the level
of support.
On the other hand, junior Meghan Warbis
doesn’t mind having seniors in the front
row. She knows her turn will soon come
when she is a senior, and until then respects
the idea of seniority.
Lately being in the front row has been in
high demand, causing problems among the
stands. Pushing, shoving, jumping around,
and harsh words, have all been used in order to attain a position in the front row. “It’s
not unusual to come away from a game
with a few bumps, bruises or scratches,”
said Granston.
Something similar to mosh pitting, which
usually occurs at concerts, has been displayed at some of the home games. Many
Vikings do leave the stands a bit worse for
ware. “I’m one of those people,” said Hoe-

lzel. “In the moment, I don’t really care.
I’m just jumping around.”
Down on the track, the scene is viewed a
little differently. Snow doesn’t notice much
of the hostility between the super fans. “I
haven’t really seen anything negative from
the super fans,” he said. Overall, he says
the super fans are amazing. Four years ago,
superfans were non-existent, now they
are supportive of our teams, cheerleaders,
band, and are always having a good time.
One thing Snow emphasized was the
content of our cheers. Focusing on being
positive and rooting for our team and not
bringing down the other team is necessary
for revision. He’d like to hear fewer cheers
like ‘warm up the bus,’ and ‘take his whistle.’ But Snow is proud when other fans or
the band begin a cheer to cover boos.
Snow thinks that if people were not so
intent on being in the front row, the stand
aggression would significantly lessen. But
over all, he has nothing negative to say
about our spirited super fan section.
Though they can be rough, and loud,
more than anything, they are full of spirit
and eager to wiggle their spirit fingers.

Bad sportsmanship is present in some teen sports
SARAH RUIZ

staFF rEPortEr

Teenage sportsmanship has taken a turn for
the worst. It seems the days of being a ‘good
sport’ are gone. Cussing, outbursts, and unnecessary physical contact, seem to have
become normal behavior during games. Athletes see nothing wrong with badmouthing
and even hurting one another.
“I don’t really like the guys who think
they’re all bad and stuff. I think it’s because
they are insecure, and they feel the need to
make fun of me or be a bad sport because they
[aren’t as good]. Bad sportsmanship makes
the game less fun because if everybody’s not
having fun then it’s not going to be as fun,”
said junior Mark Wilson.
The bad thing about poor sportsmanship
is that, inevitably, it will get worse. Athletes
are role models; whether you are a teenage
athlete or a professional athlete. Children
look up to the athletes, and even players from
other teams may look to them. If an athlete
has a bad attitude, it condones poor sportsmanship.

“Just try to push [your emotions] aside and
play the game how you play,” said sophomore Jeremy Allegre. Jeremy is a referee for
the LSJAA Soccer League, and has seen the
poor sportsmanship exhibited by locals.
So let’s all grow up. It’s as easy as complimenting the other team. Maybe complimenting seems out of the question, but instead of
badmouthing, you could also not say anything at all. Remember the childhood phrase,
‘If you can’t say something nice, don’t say
anything at all,’?
Sportsmanship is about more than just out
on the field. Practicing good sportsmanship
results in self-betterment.
“Sportsmanship is super important because
it teaches you not only lessons or playing athletics in high school, but it teaches you lifelong lessons for how to function in the world.
The outcome is always good when you’ve
done the right and honest thing,” said Girls
Volleyball Coach Amy Wiklund. “[Sportsmanship] teaches kids to follow the rules, do
the right thing, to follow through and it turns
you into a better adult.”

Bad sportsmanship makes Senior Superfans Rob Ochiltree and Annie Thomas angry
Photo by ashLEiGh bortLEs

Tennis star looks forward to districts
SARAH RUIZ

staFF rEPortEr

The rackets send the neon-green tennis balls ﬂying down
the court, and another practice begins for the Varsity Boys
Tennis Team. It’s about 3:30 p.m. and practice has been in
full swing for about an hour.
“This group of players works really hard and they want
to learn and get better,” said Head Coach Ryan Ingram.
One key player is senior, Andrew Carlson, who is working
to add to the team’s 6-7 record.
“Last year he was medium JV. He’s worked really hard to
get his consistency and [to] be able to compete against the
top players,” said Ingram.
Carlson’s tennis career began during his freshman year,
when he joined the school’s team. He is now on the varsity
team and has made leaps and bounds, as well as grunts and
serves to get to where he is today. Carlson took lessons and
continued to improve his game over the past four years.
“I play tennis because it gives me the most exercise out
of any sport I’ve seen. I mean, [when] you play football
you either run to catch a ball or you run to guard for [a
player], but in tennis you use your arms and your legs and
you get the most success out of a swing. I like it because it
pushes me,” said Carlson.
Playing tennis for four years has taught Carlson the ins
and the outs of tennis, as well as playing fair. Coach In-

October 28, 2009

gram makes sure to teach his players all about the importance of honesty while playing tennis. “We talk about respect and integrity a lot; call it the way it is, not because
this [call] might win the game,” said Ingram.
“[Andrew is] a really good sport when he plays,” said
fellow teammate, senior Scott Jerde.
Having such talent can get to someone’s head, however,
both Ingram and fellow tennis player Jerde know that Andrew’s attitude will take him far, because Andrew knows
his strengths and weaknesses.
“I play a really consistent game; it’s not too often that
people get it past me. I worked on my serves, but then I
realized I had to run in and play the short game. You have
to run to every spot on the court if you’re going to get the
points. Sometimes I wait too much for the bounce; it’s the
short balls I have to run in for,” Carlson said.
His previous experience has let Carlson grow, not only as
a player, but also as a person.
“There is nothing that is impossible, you can always push
yourself. Even if it takes time and effort it always pays off
twice as much more than you’ve worked. There’s always
so much more success by the time you get it. You realize
it’s worth it every step of the way,” said Carlson. “Just
don’t give up, don’t give in and push yourself.”

Senior Andrew Carlson on the court
Photo by Emma DErUs
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most pathetic
Halloween costumes

Pictured (from left to right) Russel Mason, Audrey Fletcher, Jordan Wyrick, Weston Anderson,
Matt Brister
Photo by aLiCia tErry

Drama, continued from page 1

where these horrifying experiences happen involving a beast,” said Honour Harlowe
about “The Mark of the Beast.” Harlowe is playing both Fleet in “The Mark of the Beast”
and Canterville from the “Canterville Ghost.”
“The Canterville Ghost” is about an American family that moves into a haunted English
manor. “The daughter, Virginia, becomes infatuated with the roguish, dark, and handsome Sir Simon De Canterville, who is the ghost of the mansion,” said Harlowe.
“[The plays] ﬂow together well. Canterville is supposed to be funnier,” said actor
Weston Anderson, who is playing Hughe in “The Mark of the Beast” and the Father in
“Canterville Ghost.”
“The Cask of Amontillado” is also a renowned short story written by Edgar Allan Poe.
“[‘The Cask of Amontillado’ is] pretty much about a vengeful man named Montresor
whose decided to take revenge on Fortunato for killing his family. He takes him to his
home, gets him drunk, and takes him to his families catacomb, and takes his revenge,”
said senior Kae Fitzgibbons, the actress playing Fortunato. “[The Cask of Amontillado is
a] variety of horror and comedy,” Fitzgibbons said.
Members of drama work three hours after school every day of the week and some Saturdays.
“We put lots of effort into it, and I think it’s going to be very good,” said Fletcher.

10. A Witch
9. “Scream” mask
8. Sarah Palin
7. A Bearcat
6. Cat ears... and that’s it.
5. Floral print ghosts
4. A Santa costume
3. A superhero’s alter ego
2. A “Twilight” vampire
1. A pumpkin

Costumes made to beat Halloween cliché’s
BREANNA BAUMAN
staFF rEPortEr

With the economy in a downturn, many
students are trying to find ways to budget
their money. A new method some students
have found to cut costs is by making their
own Halloween costumes, as opposed to
purchasing them.
A purchased costume with shoes and accessories costs an average of 50 dollars.
Making costumes at home can cost little
to nothing, besides a little time to raid the
closet.
When buying the materials for a homemade costume, the expense of the materials is up to the purchasers. “It cost me ten
bucks and a shower cap from a hotel,” said
junior Kyle Hedges.

Hedges, last Halloween, dressed as a guy
in a bubble bath. He used a laundry basket
for the tub, pink balloons for the bubbles,
and a little yellow rubber duck to top it all
off. “I like that you can make your own
[costume] and be more original with it,”
said Hedges.
Another advantage to making your own
costume is that yours will be completely
unique.
“I’m going to be a robot; a silver robot
with L.E.D. lights,” said junior Alicia Terry.
Homemade costume materials can be
found anywhere: thrift stores, dumpsters,
your closet, and even local stores like Target.
“I went dumpster diving for cardboard

and to Home Depot for everything else. I
needed a lot of industrial supplies,” said
Alicia.
Many people have problems finding the
costume with a perfect fit because they are
made in only a few standard sizes. With
a homemade costume, students can tailor
their costumes to fit individual needs.
Though it may take a bit of work at home,
nothing is more rewarding than to have
your costume praised by fellow trick-ortreaters.

Kyle Hedges showing off his Homemade
costume
Photo CoUrtEsy oF KyLE hEDGEs

Straight from the bestsellers bookshelf
JORY WEISSERT
staFF rEPortEr

Tamora Pierce has definitely made her mark when it comes to contributing great stories
to the world of books. She’s a bestselling author who has written over 25 books, and specializes in medieval fantasies geared towards young adults. The author has captured the
hearts of many with series such as “The Song of the Lioness Quartet,” “The Tricksters”
series, the “Beka Cooper” series, and many more.
Five of her series are centered in the same alternate universe, though each series features
a different main character. These characters even cross over series, and a favorite character from one book may sometimes show up in a different one.
One thing that makes Peirce’s books so appealing is her strong leading characters. Even
if the character starts out weak, by the end of the book, the character has grown into a
better person, and has become a role model for readers.
Pierce has created strong heroes in her stories, but focuses mainly on heroines. When
she was young, there were plenty of great books like “The Lord of the Rings” series, but
there were rarely any main female characters in the center of the action.
Pierce has been criticized before for the controversial topics that are included in her
stories. Things such as premarital sex, and a heavy amount of violence, are at the center
of the criticism of her novels.
“I try to walk the balance between showing that we are violent species and that we must
recognize it and deal with it. I want to emphasize heroes, and not mindless brutality, and
the courage of the kind of people who will say ‘Enough. It stops here,’” said Pierce on her
website www.tamora-pierce.com. “That is why I will continue to include violence in my
writing. I have been victim of violence…We need to face it, even in books.”
The books were written for young adults, though the author has stated before that she
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intended the books for an audience who liked to read, not necessarily geared towards their
age groups.
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Fierce fashion for this upcoming fall
BRE BAUMANN
staFF rEPortEr

This wet and windy season brings
new fall fashion trends. Big buttoned coats, boots, and leggings,
are all fashion do’s. Accessory
must-have’s this fall include hats,
scarves, big waist belts, and oversized bags.
Fall fashion incorporates a lot of
feminine style. Floral and animal
prints are popular this season, along
with the always-fashionable plaid
and ﬂannel.
Trendy autumn colors are varia-

tions of basic colors. Some of the
new twists in color include iron,
honey, and purple heart.
Leather jackets, over-the-knee
boots, ‘boyfriend’ jeans, pea coats,
and military jackets are staple items
this fall. Pea coats, a fall wardrobe
necessity, are perfect for fall. They
are warm, comfortable, and fashionable looking all at the same time.
“I love looking through fashion
[magazines] and seeing what’s in
and what’s not” said senior Ella
Nejad. “It’s interesting to see what’s

all out there.”
Guys have also seen a change in
their fashion trends. This year, it’s
all about being classy and casual at
the same time. V-neck shirts, clean
dark, colored jeans and non-hooded
zip jackets are all the rage this season.
“I don’t think it necessarily matters what’s in style, but I like to find
stuff that other people don’t have,”
said senior Blake Nelson.
High school fashion isn’t the same
as on New York runways, but we do

see its inﬂuences on campus. Pea
coats, hats, scarves, big bags and
pump boots have all blown in from
NYC.
“You see some people with designer clothes, high heels, and bags.
It’s ridiculous to see people with a
pair of $300 jeans,” said Nejad. “I
mean, I have expensive jeans, but
it’s about knowing where to look,
like the thrift store.”
With these new fall trends, there is
no reason why you cannot bundle
up while still looking cute.

Photo courtesy (from left to right) of etsy.com, hottopic.com
Photo by aLiCia tErry

Carleton Farms beats standard on perfect pumkins
KAITLYN LAVELLE
a&E EDitor

In between the Trestle and downtown Lake Stevens, lays a dirt
road that leads to a small farm named Carleton Farms. It is there
that children frolic in the corn fields and purchase pumpkins.
The pumpkins that can be purchased or used to decorate are as
nice as they come. There is a good amount of ripe crop this year.
Charleston Farms is also a cheaper alternative to local supermarkets.
The corn maze is less impressive, however. Although its design
is clever (a pumpkin carriage with a clock on it, such as the one in
“Cinderella”), the level of difficulty and scariness is geared more

towards a younger crowd, ranging from ages six to ten. But bringing someone that age is certainly a treat.
The best aspect of the farm is the pumpkin canon. For only one
to two dollars, a person can shoot a small pumpkin into a large
field. Sometimes, the pumpkins bounce along the ground, sometimes they land in the creek on the other side of the farm, and on a
lucky occasion, they explode.
Carleton Farms is the perfect place to bring kids or people of
almost any age.

Photo by Kaitlyn LaVelle

A concert made to Electrify
KAITLYN LAVELLE
a&E EDitor

An ear-shattering scream broke out from the crowd as
Mutemath’s drummer, Darren King, entered the spotlight
of the Showbox at the Market on Monday Oct. 5, 2009.
The rest of the band, including lead vocalist Paul Meany,
bassist Roy Mitchell, and backup guitarist Greg Hill, followed him in this suit, stepping onto the stage with a haze
of smoke and multicolored lights.
Mutemath’s performance onstage upstaged their ostentatious entrance. The coordination throughout the show was
outstanding. At one point, Meany executed a head stand
on top of his piano, fell off, and continued singing the rest
of the song from the stage ﬂoor; a signature stage presence
that only Meany could exude. King, however, surprised
everyone when he threw his base drum into the audience,
then jumped on top of the drum, crowd surfing atop it.
The Show Box at The Market is a smaller venue than

its sister venue, the Showbox SODO, which made the
entire concert more intimate, from the closeness of the
stage to the cramped quarters of the concert-goers. When
Mutemath broke out “Typical”, the closed quarters became
more cramped as a mob of fans simultaneously screamed
the lyrics, jumped, outstretching their arms and shoved towards the stage in an attempt to make their way to the front
to see their beloved band.
The rest of the concert followed suit. People in the very
front of the crowd were smashed against the bar that separated them from the stage. After their last set, the band left
the stage, leaving their fans to chant their usual cry of “Reset,” in an attempt to bring the band back on stage for their
final song, “Reset.” And once the band stepped back on
stage, the crowd screamed with excitement, and Mutemath
ended their legendary concert.

Photo by KaitLyN LaVELLE
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Josh Theds: The man who turns heads
KAILA ALFORD

FEatUrEs EDitor

Josh Thedsombandith is an active member of the Hip Hop club.
Photo by CathEriNE straUmE

For the average student, lunch is the most revered part
of the day; a welcomed break from textbooks and assignments, and a chance to catch up with friends. For senior
Josh Thedsombandith, it’s a ﬂurry of fist bumps, an exchange of inside jokes, and snippets of casual conversation
with too many people that even Thedsombandith struggles
to keep track of. And he hasn’t even made it inside the
cafeteria yet.
“I always thought I was unknown to people,” said Thedsombandith, most commonly referred to as Theds by his
friends. “Just your typical high school student.”
“He has that ability to just talk to most people,” said junior AJ Calcagno.
Things haven’t always been so easy for Thedsombandith.
During his first few years of high school, he found it difficult to come out of his shell. “Back in freshman year everyone said I was quiet and stuff, but now senior year they,
like, think I talk a lot more now.”
Theds’ involvement in the Hip Hop Club has contributed
to his emergence from the shy- guy mold. He’s performed
alongside the crew in this year’s fall sports Homecoming
assemblies. It took a lot of practice before he felt comfortable dancing in front of a crowd.
“I just went to one of the Hip Hop Club days back in
sophomore year, and it just looked interesting to do,” said
Theds. “So I started to learn and I thought it would be easy
but it wasn’t that easy.”
At one point, Theds nearly gave up on learning the routines and techniques, but decided to stick with it. “One

time I wanted to quit but my friend gave me a lot of advice
and told me to still break,” he said.
Dancing gave Theds the courage to try his hand at other
aspects of performing. Last year, Theds performed Tom
Petty’s “Free Falling,” in his guitar class. The experience
helped him realize that singing and dancing are not one in
the same.
“I can’t sing and I got stage fright in front of everyone,”
said Theds. “Dancing is just dancing, but playing guitar,
what if you mess up? Dancing, you can make it better.”
Music has always interested Theds. He has even tried his
hand at song writing. “I write songs, people say my songs
are good but I think they’re bad,” he said.
Theds has yet to try to put his lyrical skills to the test.
Though he has contemplated performing at an open mic,
but has decided against.
“I’m not ready for that, I always think about going there,
but I would never have the guts to do it,” he said.
Theds has decided that for now, he’ll stick strictly to
dancing. Theds has bonded with his fellow Hip Hop Club
members, all of whom have their own perception of their
friend.
“Theds is cool because he can appear just like that,” said
senior, Chris Townsend. “If you click your heels three
times and say Theds’ name, he comes out of nowhere.”
Looking back on his high school experience, Theds concludes that he has undergone a change in how he relates to
people, but at the same time, he feels he as a person has
stayed pretty much the same. “I’m still the same shy guy. I
guess it’s in my nature.”

Crew of fall play conquers corn stalks and a killer horseman

Seniors Andrea Rioja and Patrick Dunican
work in the costume department
Photo by Kami yorita

CONNOR WILSON
staFF rEPortEr

Though the actors seamlessly spout
their lines on stage, the crew works frantically behind the curtain to ensure the
play’s success. The crew makes it all
happen. They do everything from sound,
lighting, wardrobe, and stage crew to
anything else that needs to be done backstage.
Senior Brittany Armistead is one of the
two people operating the lights. “Our job
is to set up the lights and change the colors,” said Armistead. “Any light that you
can see, that’s our job.”
Lighting, this year, is one of the hardest available jobs, because they are short
on tech crew. “It’s harder because there
are only two people to run 192 lights,”
said Armistead. The lights are incredibly important. Their job is to go up to
the catwalks and change the colors and

October 28, 2009

positions of the lights. The lights are all
operated from the light board, located in
a room behind the audience.
“Explaining it is really simple, doing it
is really hard,” said Armistead. “Lighting
and sounds are probably the most important because without us, you can’t see or
hear the play.”
Another one of the most essential aspects of the crew is wardrobe. Senior
Patrick Dunican is one of the wardrobe
crew members.
“I do hair and makeup for all the actors,” said Dunican. There are only two
people doing wardrobe this year, and
Dunican is one of them.
“I make sure that the actors know how
to do their makeup, and the people who
are on the crew and me know how to do
their hair and makeup just in case I’m
gone,” said Dunican. Since the play is
a dark, Halloween theme, the costumes
are as well.
“It’s so creepy and dark compared to
the other stuff we’ve done,” said Dunican. “We’re doing tons of big costumes
for this one because it’s Victorian style
stuff.”
Senior Jacob Bartolini is the stage
manager for the plays. “My job is to help
Mrs. Gerrard in giving advice to actors
and crew members,” he said. “I’m supposed to take attendance and help people
with whatever they need help with,” said
Bartolini.
The crew this year is much bigger than
average, and although there are some differences between the cast and crew, Dunican said, “the crew is awesome this year.
Everyone’s really excited to do it.”

Junior Ali Jouzapaitis and senior Gracie Carlson scour the prop shop for needed materials.
Photo by Kami yorita

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow

and
The Cask of Amontillado, Mark of the Beast, and
The Canterville Ghost
November 6, 7, 13, and 14
Doors open at 6:30, show begins at 7.
Students w/ ASB - $7
Adults and students w/o ASB - $8
Seniors and Children - $5

Special Dinner Theater Production on
November 5 (Reservation Only, tickets available for
purchase)
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Students spooked by possible haunting
MADELINE HEFFERNAN
staFF rEPortEr

Rumors have been swirling for years among staff and students that an unknown spector haunts
the PAC
Photo by Kami yorita

Halloween is just around the corner, and
it seems only appropriate to explore our
school’s own ghoul: The PAC Ghost.
For years, drama students have talked
about the ghost, and the stories have
been passed down through the classes.
They talk of moving furniture and ghostly calls.
Nearly every veteran drama student has
a story. Megan Julson, a 2009 graduate,
once heard a disembodied scream while
on-stage during “Room Service.” “I
went into the classroom and yelled at everyone to shut-up because the audience
could hear them, and everyone was dead
quiet,” she said. “They said that nobody
had screamed, but everyone on stage had
heard it.”
Mr. John Unckles, former PAC manager, supposes that he might have been
attacked by the ghost. “I was working on
the ﬂoor,” he said, “and a steel table hit
me in the back of the neck, and it almost
knocked me out. I didn’t do anything to
make it fall.” He believes that the ghost
could have been provoked. “I think the
theater spirits were opposed to me singing on stage.”
Although singing is not usually taboo
on a stage, certain other actions are.
“You’re never supposed to whistle,” Unckles said, “and you’re never supposed
to say the name of the Scottish play
[‘Macbeth’].”If any theater superstition

is not followed, the perpetrating student
will usually get yelled at, and possibly be
sent outside to spin around in circles. The
fear is that the ghost will exact revenge
on students who don’t follow the rules,
whether it be through shattering glass or
causing the curtain to fall.
Most of the stories revolve around the
prop shop, a storage area behind the
lighting booth, since it’s secluded and
most students go up there alone. “The
prop shop can get creepy,” said Julson.
“You’re standing in there alone and you
just want to run downstairs.” But this
prop shop aversion is not just because of
a few goose bumps. Some students, like
Senior Jill Johnson, have seen perfectly
stable items fall off their shelves.
Another frightening area is the catwalks, or the metal walkways above
the audience, because they are dark and
dangerous. This alone makes them a
bit mysterious. “There are times when
you’re in the light booth and you can see
stuff moving in the cat walks when there
shouldn’t be anybody there. It’s weird,”
said senior Kelsey Jennings.
Of course, not everyone believes in The
PAC Ghost. Most of the students only
carry on the rumors for the fun of it. “It’s
not like anyone died in the PAC,” said
senior Will Reeves. “It’s just a tradition
that every theater has its ghost.”
But for others, with stories, it’s not
quite as whimsical.

Nolan Ward brings student photography to the masses
CONNOR WILSON
staFF rEPortEr

Nolan
Ward’s
interest in photography began nearly five years ago.
“My parents bought me a
small point-and-shoot digital camera when I was in
seventh grade, and I just
started taking pictures,”
Ward said. “Then I got to
the high school and saw
that they had photography
classes.”
Since then, Ward has taken Photography with Rob
Davis, and Advanced Photography with Elizabeth
Granillo. He is currently a
T.A. for Mrs. Granillo’s fifth
period class.
Using his prior photography experience, Ward is
setting up an exhibit where
students can submit their

photography for the student
body to view and appreciate.
Ward believes that most of
the school’s skilled photographers do not have the opportunity to show their work,
and the goal of the exhibit is
to help students be fearless
about their photography.
“I just want people to see
what we can do,” Ward said.
“There’s a lot of talent around
and people don’t see that.
I want them to appreciate
each other more and bring
the student body together. I
don’t want snapshots, I’ve
only opened it up to people
who have taken, or are in,
photography. By taking
the class, they learn what a
real picture is.” said Ward.
Ward hopes that by setting
up this photo gallery, he can

inspire students to get involved in photography and
the arts. It follows the idea
of fearless pride by trying to
get students to exhibit their
work for people to see, like
in the display case outside
the library.
“I want people’s work
out there, I don’t care how
good or how bad it is,”
said Ward. “I don’t want
people to be afraid of showing their work and show
other people what they can
do.” Though the exhibition
may include some ‘regular’
art, the main focus is supposed to be on photography.
“I actually took the idea
from NHN‘s (Natural High
Network’s) movie festival,” said Ward. “People
go to it, people see it, and
I thought, why not do

that with photography?”
The event itself will take
place during lunch on November 3. All photography students are welcome
to enter their pictures in
the gallery. Ward will also
be entering his own work.
“I like taking portraits. I
want to do senior pictures for
people,” said Ward. “I really
like the emotion a human
face can bring into a picture,
and the story it can tell.”
Before the event can
take place, people need
to submit their photos.
“We need entrants. We need
people to put in their pictures,” Ward said. “I want
people to see what’s going
on with photography.”

Nolan Ward is hoping photography students will ﬁnd the
exhibit as an opportunity to showcase their best work.
Photo by KaiLa aLForD

See Nolan Ward or Mrs. Granillo if you are interested in submitting your photos.

Iron Chef continuation from Page 1
For those who are unfamiliar with the format of Iron Chef, the competitors must create five dishes in one hour all of which must
incorporate the secret ingredient. This time
limit is what intimidated Schiebel the most.
“I have trouble getting dinner done in an
hour,” said Schiebel.
Being on a televised cooking competition
was never a place Schiebel had seen herself,
especially due to her past experiences.
“I’d done a small competition that was recorded when I was in culinary school,” she
said. “I didn’t do well and it was a lot a pressure, especially just out of culinary school,
so I didn’t know how well I was going to do
on the Iron Chef”.
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There isn’t any need to worry that Schiebel
will be stolen away from us by the glamour
and allure of competitive cooking, because
not only was the Iron Chef competition, in
her own words, “a one time thing”, but she
loves what she does here.
“I have always wanted to be a teacher,”
she said, “but then cooking sort of took me
over. But, I wanted to make sure I’m educating the future restaurant cooks, because
we really need good cooks out there. So I
thought I’d start in the high school: get ‘em
young.”
So it seems Mrs. Schiebel will be with us
for awhile; and for that, we are truly lucky.
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Homecoming 2009

“For homecoming we went to PF Changs and then we went to the dance and then we went Midnight bowling and midnight bowling was probably
the coolest part of the night. We drove all the way down to Lynnwood because that was the only one open. It was cosmic bowling so they had the
blacklights on and I had to bowl in my full length ball gown. And because I had my acrylics on, I couldn’t stick my fingers in the holes so I had to
granny it down the lane. So, I did poorly, but it was lots of fun.” --Senior Kelsey Mcleod
“Before homecoming we went to Toys R Us and we rode around on the bikes and Crystal Wartinger stole one of the cars and drove
around and then we got in trouble. I really wish Andy Thomas could have been there.” --Senior Caley Mintken
“Before homecoming I met up with a group at Contos for dinner and we hung out for awhile before heading over to the dance.
After the dance we went bowling at Strawberry Lanes. I broke a hundred and everyone beat Christian Reed.” --Senior Kelsey
Yoshizawa
“I forgot my ASB card and I had to go with Mr. Bushnell into his office to verify my name, and it took forever, and I
had to wait back in line and I didn’t get into the dance for a long time.” --Sophmore Kaileh Butler
“I stood outside of homecoming after I went to Neapolis, and waved at people” -- Junior Brandon
Presler
“I went to Bingo on homecoming night. There were lots of old people with dobbers there.”
--Senior Tara Loth
Pictured clockwise: senior Nathan Cash, junior Richard Williams,
junior Raelene Richmond, senior Jade Remmen, junior Alicia Terry,
junior Sadie Schwarzmiller, senior Jordan Wyrick, junior Neva King,
senior Ross Jones, junior Savannah Peterson, senior Rob Ochiltree and
senior Nikki Spitzer
Photos by Kami Yorita
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