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The Association of Washington School Principals has 
named Principal Ken Collins League Principal of the year 

for 2009.  Each league in AWSP nominates a Prin-
cipal for the award, and the Wesco League nomi-
nated Collins. 

“I was honored, and probably the biggest rea-
son I was honored was [that the] two people 
who nominated me for the award were re-

ally good friends of mine.  [One] is the 
Principal of Arlington High School, he 

and I work a lot together,” said Col-
lins. “And then Superintendent Da-

vid Burgess also nominated me 
for the award.  To know that my 

boss respects the work I do is 
really gratifying.”

Receiving this award 
means that Collins will 

be considered for State 

Principal.  If he went on to win that title, he would be con-
sidered for National Principal of the year.

Collins considers “juggling all the balls” to be the hard-
est part of his job. “There’s just so much going on at any 
given time that you don’t want to let anything drop. You 
just got to make sure you’re organized and on top of ev-
erything and that you do a quality job with everybody’s 
issues.  For every body who brings an issue to my table, 
it’s very important to them, and I have to recognize that it’s 
important to them.”      

Collins said that the best part of getting this award is, 
“just to know that my peers appreciate the work I do and 
recognize the work I do.”

Collins is no stranger to winning awards. He has earned 
several district Apple Awards, for either his work in the 
classroom or as an administrator.  Collins has also won the 
Football Coach of the Year from the Everett Herald twice, 
as well as man of the year in Sports for the Everett Her-
ald in 1994.  However, he has never received this type of 
award before for education leadership. 

This is Collin’s 20th year of being on LSHS grounds.  Be-
fore becoming Principal, Collins taught United States his-
tory, Honors Contemporary World Issues, and Contempo-
rary American Issues.  Collins believes he deserved the 
award that AWSP has given him.  

“Well, I think any principal [who] does a good job de-
serves recognition.  In education, no educator gets enough 
recognition for the work they do,” said Collins.  “I think, 
probably, the reason I was able to get the award was be-
cause I had some people go out of their way to say I need-
ed to be awarded this.  And I appreciate this.”

Many of Collins’ staff members feel the award is well-
deserved. 

“I have the best principal [to work for],” said Drug Inter-
vention Specialist, Steve Pitkin. “People actually mock me 
for how good I have it here at this school,” he said.

Collins comes from a long line of educators.  Both of 
his parents are teachers and his uncle was the Chair of the 
Education Department at Central Washington Universi-
ty.  His cousins and older brother are principals as well.

“Education, I guess, is a family tradition,” said Collins.
Award aside, Collins simply enjoys teaching and the op-

portunity it brings to work with kids.      

Principal of the Year
Mr. Collins receives AWSP Award 
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He spins your head right round, PAGE 7

Upon seeing seniors David Whitlock and 
Kaz Wall, one might suddenly feel the need 
to walk on the other side of the hallway: 
long, unkempt hair covering their faces, 
black t-shirts with names like “Slayer” and 
“Goatwhore” scrawled across their  chests, 
malevolent glares etched on their faces. 
One practically expects the skies to dark-
en and lightning bolts to shoot out behind 
them as they queue the epic music. But 
once they open their mouths to speak—
Wall with his goofy laugh and abnormal 
yet endearing fi xation with adorable baby 
animals and Whitlock, the voice of reason, 
good natured sarcasm peppered in every 
response—one can see that there’s nothing 
to be afraid of. Because of their personali-
ties, coupled with musical ability anyone 
can appreciate, Wall and Whitlock, and 
their drummer, sophomore Chris Vasil, are 
making metal a little less scary. 

“I fi rst started listening to music when 
I realized I was bad at skateboarding in 
seventh grade,” said Whitlock. A lie that 
he played bass guitar got him into his 
fi rst band, “Encrypted”. His second band, 
“Blind Earth”, started with Wall when he 
began public school in the eighth grade. 
Blind Earth is best known for their gig in 
the eighth grade talent show. 

“To this day, people still come up to me 
and say ‘Hey dude, you were in that one 
band,’ even though we completely sucked,” 
said Wall. 

Though “Blind Earth” had little success 
after that, it didn’t stop them from continu-
ing to pursue music. “Archanum”, made up 
of Whitlock, Wall, and Vasil, seemed to be 
a better fi t from the beginning.

SEE BAND, PAGE 8

Sacrifi cial lambs don’t come cheap
“Archanum” heading for success, just don’t call them screamo
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Viking Blurbs
Keep up to date with everything from

new hypes to world news

BATTLE OF THE SEXES
Mon. 22
Trivia Boys v. Girls 
Location: PAC
Time: 6pm
Spirit Day: B: Pirates G: Ninja’s
Tues. 23
Kickball Girls v. Girls (classes)
Location: Field
Time: 3pm
Spirit Day: B: Future G: Past

Wed. 24
Macho Volleyball Boys v. Boys 

(classes)
Location: Gym
Time: 7pm
Spirit Day: B: Villians G: Heroes 
Thurs. 25
Capture the Flag Boys v. Girls
Time/Location: TBA
Spirit Day: B: GI Joe G: Barbie
Fri. 26
Pep Assembly after 2nd period
Spirit Day: B: Blue G: Pink

“Avatar” bumped “Star Wars” out of third for highest in open-• 
ing gross profi t
Haiti death tolls rose to 200,000 with 250,000 more injured; • 
New projector phone from LG is set to change the way people 
think of phones.

Sign up to participate at any of these activities in the CAFETERIA.
Battle of the Sexes T-Shirts on sale all week!
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With fi nals coming up, students are not the only ones under pressure. 
Some teachers are feeling stressed, but not for the same reasons as stu-
dents. 
“I do get stressed. I think that kids would probably agree that right now, 
they might be sensing that their teachers are trying to cram in a lot of ma-
terial at the end of the semester. Teachers are starting to sense they didn’t 
get as far as they needed to, so we’re all trying to speed it up,” said math 
teacher Scott Flanders.
For most students, preparing for fi nals is a process of studying, stressing 
and studying. Although it is understandable to get stressed, many don’t 
realize how much their teachers have already prepared them for fi nals.
“I give them notes that summarize everything we have covered for the 
semester, and that summarize everything they have to know for the fi nal,” 
said Global Studies teacher Heather Helman. Helman believes the “best 
way to study [is] to review what you have learned on a day to day basis. 
Five minutes a day you review everything you [have] so you’re not cram-
ming at the end of the semester.”
Many teachers help their students prepare for fi nals by reviewing in class 
and by giving them notes throughout the entire semester. 
“Usually, as a department, we try to take a test that is similar, so that 
everybody is getting a consistent diffi culty level and length. We all pretty 
much use the same so that it shouldn’t matter who your teacher is, you 
have the same diffi culty,” said Flanders.
To create a fi nal, teachers within a department discuss with each other 
what material to include.
“We’ll talk about what kind of things we’re going to put on our fi nal. Usu-
ally we just have the same or a really close to the same fi nal. Sometimes 
we’ll have everybody teaching the same class have the same fi nal, or there 
will be an A version or a B version that’s really close but different num-
bers,” said math teacher Kaleb Allinson.
Finals can seem scary, but many teachers feel students get too stressed, and 
should relax before taking a fi nal; students are often more ready than they 
think. 

But fi nals are more than just a valuable part of high school. As well as help-
ing kids review what they learned, fi nals can help students prepare for 
college.
“I think they’re an important part of helping kids transition from high 
school to college. In college, your grade is almost entirely based off of fi nals. 
And so I think we would be doing our kids a disservice if they had never 
experienced a fi nal,” said Flanders.
Teachers hope that their students use all their resources in order to do 
their best, and it can be a sad thing when teachers see kids come in unpre-
pared.
 “I worry that kids don’t take it as serious as they should,” said Flanders. 
Even when students have been working hard all year, “they kind of just 
blow off the fi nals, and it has the potential to change your grade an entire 
letter grade just because you were lazy for one day,” he said.

Finals are coming up, how ready are you?
With fi nals quickly approaching, many may be stressed, but perhaps you are more ready than you thought.

On January 12, the Lake Stevens 
Hi-Q team competed against 
the Snohomish Panthers and 
Mountlake Terrace Hawks in 
their only home match of the 
school year. 
Hi-Q is a little-known group; a 
gathering of highly intelligent 
students, run by advisor Chris 
Neuman. 
The team consists of nine 
people: seniors Emily Garvin, 
Cole Knowlden, Davey Whit-
lock, Kaz Wall, Sawyer Mar-

gett, Emily Drew, juniors Austin 
Carlton, and Shawn Perry. 
However, only four members 
are allowed to compete in the 
competition at a time. The 
team is aware of what type of 
questions will be asked when, 
so they can pick the members 
to compete in which round. 
There are two rounds, divvied 
up by a halfway point where the 
teams can change members and 
take a short break to talk about 
strategy.
Because there is a broad spec-
trum of questions, one member 

of each “specialty” (the person 
who specializes in a certain 
category, such as math or 
literature) competes at a time. 
The content of the competition 
is broad, ranging from literature 
to science. Because of this, each 
team member is assigned to a 
specifi c section to study, cater-
ing to each member’s strengths. 
Members rely on their team-
mates to thoroughly know the 
information from their section.
However, the students admit 
that they don’t study as much 
as they probably should.

“Don’t tell Neuman this, but I 
don’t [study], I just watch the 
news,” said junior Austin Carl-
ton, whose specialty is current 
events.
Lake Stevens started the match 
ready to take the gold. Senior 
Emily Garvin, whose specialties 
are literature and Shakespeare, 
scored a full four points on the 
fi rst question of the competi-
tion. The team was confi dent 
that they were going to do well.
The rest of the match was 
a toss up: one minute, Lake 
Stevens was fully in the lead, 
in the next, Snohomish took it. 
Mountlake Terrace even got out 
of its loosing slump at the very 
end, fi nishing the fi rst round 
with fi ve points, and skyrock-
eting to 26 by the end of the 
match. 
While the audience watched, 
baffl ed, the three teams stayed 
neck and neck throughout the 
match.
Though the Vikings felt the 
pressure rise during parts of the 
game when they were unsure of 
the answer, they always came 
back with a witty response. 
During several of the math 
questions, Lake Stevens simply 
said “42”, clear that they didn’t 

know the answer. Their great 
attitude kept the audience 
engaged, even when they were 
behind in points. At one point 
in particular, the team was 
asked a complicated art history 
question regarding a certain 
painter and the mountain he 
lived next to, to which senior 
David Whitlock replied, “Mt. 
Doom,” causing the audience to 
erupt into laughter. 
The Vikings were, however, 
slightly annoyed at the buzzer 
malfunction that happened 
later in the competition, which 
gave Mountlake Terrace the 
lead they needed to tie with 
Lake Stevens for second.
“I was [kind of] mad [at the 
outcome], ‘coz we should have 
gotten at least second,” said 
senior Cole Knowlden, whose 
specialty is art history. 
The Vikings fought valiantly, 
and ended the game tied with 
Mountlake Terrace for second, 
with Snohomish winning at 29 
points in the last round. The 
Vikings held their heads high 
however, hopeful that their 
next match will end a victory.

Smart kids make dumb kids feel dumber
Hi-Q is not a competition  for the meek of heart

PHOTO BY ALICIA TERRY
A student doing some last minute studying, more commonly known as “cramming”

Seniors Kaz Wall, Davey Whitlock, Cole Knowlden, and Emily Drew engage in cognitive combat

PHOTO BY ALICIA TERRY
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As schoolboard president, Mari Taylor 
is the primary contact for the board, 
runs the board meetings, and signs 
legal documents.
Before becoming president of the 
school board, Taylor was an avid par-
ticipant in helping out in classrooms 
and working on special projects in 
schools and in the district. 
Because many people encouraged Tay-
lor to run for the board president in 
the early 2000’s. She went ahead and 
gave it a shot, And has been elected to 
be president three times since then. 
 But at the school board, members 
believe that what they do is a collective 
responsibility.
“Everyone shares the same informa-
tion, carries the same responsibilities 
and works toward the same goal – pro-
viding the best education we can for 
the kids of Lake Stevens,” said Taylor.
Right now, the school board is work-
ing on their newest project. 
“We are working on the fi nal piece of 
a $65 million bond, [the construction 
of] our new stadium. This same bond 
was used to add the turf fi eld and 
track at the high school, build Cavel-
ero, remodel Hillcrest, Mt. Pilchuck, 
and Sunnycrest, and take care of other 
smaller projects around the district,” 
said Taylor. 
For Taylor, one of the best parts of 
her job is “being a part of this amazing 
community that is so dedicated and 
invested in educating its children and 
being able to contribute in some small 
way to its success,” said Taylor.
The success of these kids that they 
have helped reach a better education 
never goes unnoticed. 
“When we have recognition nights, 

we get to meet incredible kids who 
are doing extraordinary things in our 
schools, and we get to recognize some 
of the adults that make it all possible. 
I feel so fortunate to be a part of that,” 
said Taylor. 
Even with all these great benefi ts of a 
better education from the School Board 
and the students, there is a downside, 
too, with the recession taking its toll 
very close to home.
 “Knowing that I can’t fi x every prob-
lem or even always [knowing to] do 
what’s best [is a problem with being 
on the school board]The budget cuts 
last year were absolutely the most dif-
fi cult time I have experienced on the 
board,” said Taylor. 
 “There were simply no good answers. 
It was heart-rending to have to make 
decisions that took away important 
and worthwhile programs and services. 
And, of course, the most painful was 
the fact that we had to cut jobs,” said 
Taylor. 
 To Taylor, the school represents a lot. 
The school board, as she says, repre-
sents the ultimate in democracy. 
“I believe that in order to provide 
the best education we can for all of 
our kids, we need participation from 
people who are willing to bring dif-
ferent ideas and perspectives, argue, 
collaborate, discuss, and, above all, 
support public education.”
The school board members and Taylor 
are the essence of Lake Stevens educa-
tion; helping to build a better educa-
tion for kids of today and tomorrow. 
“I have been so fortunate to work with 
board members, teachers, community 
members, administrators, legisla-
tors and district staff, whose passion 
for education and dedication to kids 
makes Lake Stevens an extraordinary 
place to go to school,” she said.

The School Board, watch-
ing over Lake Stevens

MALINA NAJERA
STAFF REPORTER

Nothing could feel better than helping out our 
local families in need of food this season. The 
past couple of years the Vikings student body 
has planned out a canned food drive, as well as 
the Giving Tree, in hopes of helping out local 
families in need. Unfortunately, in past years, 
goals weren’t met and the feeling of accomplish-
ment was out of the question. 
With last year’s goal being 6,500 for canned food 
and 200 gifts for the Giving Tree, the student 
body knew that this year needed to be different. 
Different in a way in which they felt proud of, to 
where they felt they made a difference in some-
one’s life. 
When the new school year started, the student 
body came up with the goal 25,000 canned food 
and 250 gifts for the Giving Tree. 
The students and leadership teacher Joe Cronin 
met with people from the Food Bank and Family 
Center to see how they could help out and lend 
a hand. “The Food Bank and Family Center had 
a huge increase in people that needed their help” 
said Cronin “The food record at the Food Bank 
were low, and they were not going to be able to 
feed everyone in need.” 
Cronin and the students took charge to help out 

the local families in need by holding their annual 
canned food drive and the giving tree once again, 
but this time things were going to change.
 They came up with a plan to have this year’s 
drive be more successful than last year by hold-
ing competitions. Mr. Knutson and Mr. Flanders’ 
fi rst period classes went door to door in the com-
munity on numerous days. The two tied with 
2,009 food items. 
 A competition between clubs was also orga-
nized. DECA, FCCLA, Band, Leadership, ASB, 
Valhalla, and Key Club all took part. DECA/
FCCLA won the competition with nearly 5,000 
items. Not only did these students come up with 
competitions, but kids signed up to stand out-
side of Walgreens, Jays Market and Safeway for 
three hours, the fi nal results 29,489 canned food 
items and 864 gifts for the Giving Tree. 
“We have received several calls and some cards 
of thanks this Christmas season and almost all of 
them mentioned the high school kids were amaz-
ing and very generous,” said Jim Foster, Head of 
the Food Bank. “We supplied over 200 meal bas-
kets this year and the food you brought helped in 
that effort.” 
Foster was very pleased and thankful for the 
efforts of the Vikings because there was a much 
greater need due to the economy and the food 

was distributed weekly to those who need help. 
The food bank is able to serve about 275 families 
each month thanks to the Vikings. 

Food drive unites community

As fi rst semester comes to an end, some of us 
will be glad to say goodbye to how we treated our 
education during the fi rst four months of school. 
Second semester is the ideal time to put your New 
Year’s resolutions to work in terms of improving 
your grades. 

There are many things you can do to ensure that 
second semester doesn’t turn out to be the same 
slump that fi rst may have been for you, or to ensure 
that you don’t let the end-of-the-year syndrome get 
to you. 

If you didn’t do so well fi rst semester, in order to 
improve for second, there are a few things to con-
sider doing. Either parting with the negative feel-
ings the past semester may have left, or using fi rst 
semester as an incentive to motivate you for the 
semester to come, is defi nitely the place to start. 
Doing so will either allow for you to accept a fresh 
start, or serve as a reminder of your wish to change 
your school habits.

Once your mind is set, the next and possibly the 
most important thing you need to accomplish to be 
successful is to get yourself organized. If you don’t 
use a planner, get one. The school paid for every 
student who wants one to get a free planner. If you 
don’t want to go out and buy one, the school pro-
vided planner is a great choice. Having a planner 
will prevent you from forgetting about crucial proj-
ects, tests, and the little assignments that can really 
add up against you if you don’t turn them in. 

On top of having a planner to track assignments, 
make sure you set aside enough time during the 
night to do your homework. Design a schedule that 
fi ts in time for you to eat and relax by the end of 
the evening.

 “[Students need to] organize themselves, it’s re-
ally helpful,” said senior Heather Behrend. 

On the same note of organization, it would be 
helpful to clean out your binders, folders, and 
backpack, the weekend before second semester 
begins. Getting rid of the unnecessary work that 
crowds your backpack and binder will help keep 
your work where you can fi nd it, and it will also 
help to keep your mind from becoming cluttered 
with old, no longer relevant work.

When it’s time to get back in the classroom, it’s 
best to start the semester off by turning in the very 
fi rst assignment. It seems like a simple task, but 
failing to turn in the fi rst request of your teachers 
is a sure sign that your reliability in keeping up on 

your work is going to be low.
In addition, if you’re having trouble concentrat-

ing in your classroom, suggest to your teacher that 
you change seats or position yourself away from 
your friends and other distractions. If you are truly 
trying to be a serious student, focusing in class will 
save you a ton of scrambling to understand an as-
signment at the last minute.

A large amount of teachers at our school make 
themselves available to their students before and 
after school for those who need extra help. Take 
advantage of these opportunities, even if you only 
need a small amount of help. 

“I think that asking for help when you need [is 
important], because sometimes you’re afraid of the 
teacher and you don’t go up to them and ask for 
help. But you should just go, they’ll help you,” said 
senior Susan Lam.

Overall, it does take a lot of effort to improve 
from fi rst semester to second, but putting forth the 
effort to make yourself a better student will defi -
nitely help you out whether it begins to show this 
next semester or even next year.

Starting fresh for the 
new semester

ART BY ALICIA TERRY

Sophomore Tyler Pugmire needs to reorganize for 
next semester

PHOTO BY ALICIA TERRY
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Our Mission Statement: The Valhalla’s mission is to 
provide the LSHS community with a quality, thought-
provoking publication. In these efforts, the Valhalla has 
established several open forums for the exchange of in-
formation, opinions, and artistic expression dedicated to 
those in the LSHS community. 

Editorials: The editorial section of the Valhalla serves as 
a forum for well-written, thoughtful, longer forms of ex-
pression. Signed editorials represent the opinions of the 
author(s). Unsigned editorials represent the opinion of 
the majority of the Valhalla staff. Views printed here are 
meant to be opinionated and/or persuasive, but do not 
necessarily represent the opinions of the student body, 
administration, or school board. 

Letters to the Editor: The Valhalla will generally print 
as many letters as space allows each issue. Letters must 
include the author’s name, signature, and class or posi-
tion relative to the school. Typed or legibly handwritten 
letters are acceptable, but none should be more than 400 
words. The Valhalla reserves the right to edit all letters 
for space, accuracy, spelling, and grammar. We reserve 
the right to refuse to print any letters. Submit letters to 
room 303, or email them to  lshsvalhalla@hotmail.com. 
Letters submitted by email should be pasted into the 
body of the message. We reserve the right to print all let-
ters submitted, either in person or electronically.
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Everyday, through the 
hustle and bustle of dodg-
ing past groups stopped in 
the hallways, we students 
are visually assaulted by 
couples slipping each oth-
er the tongue in the middle 
of the hallway. This makes 
it so we have to maneuver 
around the couples along 
with the other students 
that they block.   

With over 1,500 students walking through the halls when 
couples stop to show some PDA, it makes things that much 
harder for the rest of us. I would prefer not to see it at all, 
but if these particular couples insist on making out, at least 
fi nd a spot where you are not in the way.

“They block the hallway. You can’t get through all these 
people making out,” said senior Cole Knowlden. 

The students who show extra affection at school say it’s 
not a big deal, or that school is the place to see their boy-
friend/girlfriend, but the majority of students do think PDA 
is a big deal. School may be the only place that you get to 
spend time with your boyfriend/girlfriend, but school is 
for knowledge, not for public displays of affection. 

Being a couple means exactly that; no one else needs to 
see you jamming your tongue down each other’s throat. 
I’m not the only one who feels this way either; many stu-

dents are revolted by the sight of two people necking. 
Even your friends, who you may think don’t mind seeing 

you all over your girl or guy, feel awkward when they see 
this type of affection. You may see it as just showing your 
feelings, but try and see it from everyone else’s perspec-
tive: you two look like you need to get a hotel room.

I’m not saying that couples shouldn’t show their affec-
tion for each other at school. There are lots of ways be-
sides frenching one another; holding hands and a quick 
peck on the cheek or lips are just fi ne. 

Obviously, you and your boyfriend or girlfriend are into 
each other. Don’t get me wrong--nothing puts a bigger 
smile on my face than seeing a couple holding hands or 
sneaking each other a quick kiss. But any further signs of 
affection make me feel like I am witnessing a private mo-
ment.

“Swapping spit at school is like partying on a Monday, 
you just don’t do it,” said junior Alexander Iverson. 

I can admit that sometimes you can get caught up in the 
moment with your boyfriend/girlfriend, but the majority 
of couples in the hall are repeat-offenders. I can remember 
times when my teachers have told couples who regularly 
meet outside their classrooms to break it up. 

You wouldn’t go and make out in front of your parents or 
your boss, so why insist on doing it in front of peers, teach-
ers, and administration? Just before you go and slip your 
boyfriend/girlfriend the tongue, think about who could be 
watching and how they will feel. 

Just two months ago, a fear of H1N1 resonated 
throughout the school. Through extreme safety pre-
cautions, we students probably used enough hand 
sanitizer to make bacteria resistant to the antiseptic.  
But if we did one thing right, it was that we cut back 
on sharing foods and drinks with one another.

The same warning by teachers and school nurses 
has been repeated year after year; it is unsafe to 
share your food and drink with other kids. The tired 
suggestion, though, has almost been entirely ig-
nored by students. We still casually share products 
with each other on a daily basis, and we still falsely 
assume that our friends are not sick. We must evalu-
ate, though, the risk in taking a sip from a friend’s 
soda. 

According to a statistic from the National Center 
for Health, 20 percent of teenagers are infected with 
some type of oral herpes. This fi gure is only shad-
owed by a statistic from the medical website tar-
unaoils.com, which states that 35 percent of teenag-
ers are affl icted with mononucleosis. 

Both of these life long diseases are easily con-
tracted through sharing food and drink. What many 
students do not realize is how susceptible they are 
to being infected. The fact is one out of every fi ve 
people you share a drink with is expected to have 
oral herpes, and even more with mononucleosis. 
Careless sharing, which is what most of us do, is 
among the many reasons why these numbers are so 
high. 

Often times, students will take a drink of a friend’s 
soda without asking. At the very least, ask before 
taking. Courteousness is something we all should 
work on, especially when subjecting others to po-
tentially life long diseases.

We should not help spread these viruses, and oth-
ers, to our friends. Even if for some reason you are 
not worried about being affl icted with a life long 
pathogen, the chances of getting sick are still high.  

During the incubation period, long before you 
have any symptoms of being sick, you are at the 
highest risk of infecting other people. Even though 
viruses such as the common cold and the fl u, which 
have an incubation period, are not life long, they 
should still be taken seriously. By doing this, we 
can help lessen the impact of the yearly outbreaks.

If the prospect of being affl icted with a specifi c 
disease does not dissuade you from sharing foods 
or drinks, consider doing so out of respect for other 
students. Choosing to risk infecting yourself with a 
disease is one thing, but choosing to put someone 
else at risk is another. 

So how about it? Let’s all take strides to avoid be-
coming a part of those high statistics. 
   -The Editorial Board

Sharing not 
necessarily caring

We are writing in regards to the article “The Cove: 
as good as it seems?” that appeared in the last issue 
of the Valhalla. Although, we respect the opinion of 
others, and do realize that this was labeled an opin-
ion article, we do believe that the presentation of 
the opinion was biased in regards to the Cove on the 
bases that the “opinion” article appeared to be more 
a review article. 

Firstly we’d like to address the comments about our 
customer service. Results taken in a poll were present 
in the paper as “[t]he average rating for the Cove’s 
customer service was a seven out of ten, and when 
polled, students said that they had had experiences at 
the Cove that had upset them the rest of their lunch.” 

This statement’s validity is in question due to the 
fact that “who” was polled and “how” was not in-

cluded with the results. DECA conducted its own poll 
of actual Cove customers (a combination of regular 
customers and new customers from the morning and 
all three lunches), making sure to include students of 
all grades. DECA’s poll asked each customer to rate 
our customer service, cashiers, price fairness, time 
spent waiting, as well as to elaborate on any positive 
or negative experiences they have had at the Cove. 

Secondly, the article, “The Cove: as good as it 
seems?” was under the opinion section therefore it 
should be based on the opinion of a single individual, 
and not have included survey results. The presence 
of this addition makes this article appear as a review 
of the Cove, rather than a single person’s opinion. An 
opinion article should focus on the opinion of a single 
individual and the individual’s personal experiences 
to support that opinion.

Thirdly, in regards to the statement of “the Cove 
has the longest wait time imaginable,” we do real-
ize that the Cove gets crowded during lunches, and 
sympathize with customers who are trying to get their 

merchandise quickly, however we’d like to stress that 
the staff behind the counter works as quickly and ef-
fi ciently as possible to meets customers’ needs.

Also, as you are aware of, the Cove (DECA) is a 
business partner with the Valhalla. In fact, the fi rst of 
our three purchased ads appeared in the same issue 
as the article in question. The decision to print this 
article was an unprofessional one in regards to our 
business partnership, due to the fact that the article 
appeared to be a review of the Cove. We realize that 
the Cove has its imperfections like any other busi-
ness and appreciate any feedback we can get to help 
improve on and to make our customers’ experience 
in the Cove a more positive one. However, we do not 
treat this article as constructive feedback but a criti-
cizing “review” from a respected business partner. A 
“review” that has made us question Valhalla’s busi-
ness practices and our business relations with your 
newspaper.  

Thank you for your time,
  DECA Co. Board of Directors

Letter to
the Editorthe Editorthe Editorthe Editor

BRE BAUMANN
STAFF REPORTERSTAFF REPORTER

Tonsil hockey a sport no one wants to watch
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I recall my 
freshmen year: 
hearing about 
Tolo, thinking I 

would take my boyfriend of the time, ar-
guing about when the dance actually took 
place, and fi nally realizing that the day 
had already come and gone without much 
announcement. 

As a sophomore, Tolo came and went 
once again. I knew no one who was going, 
so of course, like what happens to all of 
us, I didn’t go again. Few people showed 
up, and that left Tolo a very unsuccessful 
time. 

Most of us recall the sad episode of last 
year; the efforts made to make Tolo a suc-
cess juiced up with funny commercials 
that stirred the interest in going. But, we 
also remember the announcement over 
the intercom in the middle of the day an-

nouncing its cancellation, even though 
around 100 tickets and had been sold, and 
talk of ticket purchases at the door was a 
popular idea fl oating amongst potential at-
tendees. 

I myself, was not one of those people 
who bought a ticket to last years dance, 
but I recently have begun to think to my-
self, well, why didn’t I?

I’m sure there are many reasons that peo-
ple don’t want to go Tolo, but honestly, no 
solid reason stands out to me.

“I want to go to Tolo because it supports 
our school,” said junior Savannah Peter-
son, excited by the opportunity to take her 
boyfriend this year. 

What a lot of people don’t know is that 
the ASB sophomore class, the host of 
Tolo, carries the money with them that is 
earned through the selling of tickets to pay 
for and put on prom the following year, as 
juniors. Yes, people. That means the less 
money the sophomores make from putting 
on Tolo, the less money they get to blow 
on prom for the upperclassmen.

In other words, if you’re one of those 
people who complain and say our dances 
are awful (wrongly so, I would say), now 
you know why you feel that way. How-
ever, if the fact that you are supporting 
your school isn’t enough incentive to go, 
there are other reasons that make it worth-

while.
The fun thing about Tolo is that it’s not 

like homecoming or prom. Girls get their 
chance to treat the boys to a night of pre-
dance dinner, dancing, and theme based 
activities. Tolo is huge at neighboring 
high schools. At some, it’s one of the most 
popular of the dances.

“It’s unique because girls get to ask 
guys,” said Peterson. 

 In addition, the point of Tolo is to dress 
up to the theme and to participate in re-
lated activities. This year’s theme, Beauty 
and the Geek: Vegas Edition, means you 
and your date dress up one as the beauty 
and the other as the geek, and you enjoy 
a night of Vegas style games available to 
you as an addition or alternative to just 
dancing.  

Another one of the huge advantages of 
Tolo is that it’s usually no where near as 
expensive as prom, and it’s even less than 
homecoming is. There is no reason to go 
out and buy an expensive gown or to rent 
a tuxedo. And even so, there are cheap 
deals out there for outfi ts.

As a fi nal note, think about how much 
work it takes to put on a birthday party. 
Now think about planning that birthday 
party for about 200-250 people or more. 
As head of organizing homecoming this 
year, I know fi rst hand that the only way 

our efforts can be appreciated is by attend-
ing the dance.

I’ve heard some great things about the 
Tolo planned for this year. Before you go 
off letting cynical tendencies get the bet-
ter of you, let Tolo’s failure remain in the 
past, and see what it has to offer for you 
this year. I know I will. 

KATIE EGELSTAD
STAFF REPORTERSTAFF REPORTER

A few weeks 
ago, when I 
came home 
from school, 

my mom and I started talking about 
college. We talked about all the things I 
need to bring to college, what classes I 
should take, whether or not I should get a 
room with someone I already know, and 
if I had started applying for scholarships 
yet. Before we knew it, three hours 
had passed, and the impending feeling 
that college was just around the corner 
lingered. As exciting as college is, it 
doesn’t come without being nervous. So 
which should be stronger, our excitement 
or our fear?

  FEAR
Moving out is a big deal. No more 

mommy and daddy to cook dinner, do 
our laundry, to give us money, or to wake 
us up if we sleep in. For those students 
who have these luxuries, why would 
they leave home? In the big bad world of 
college, mom and dad won’t be there to 
help us, or bail us out. We will be, for the 
most part, on our own. 

Oh, and good bye friends and family. 
When will I see you next? My best guess 
would be winter break, and then summer. 
It’s been nice knowing you. 

For senior Megan Monahan, leaving 
her family might be the toughest part of 
life as a college student. “I am scared of 
being left out of day to day family events, 
since my family and I are so close,” said 

Monahan. 
There may be a few people you know 

when you get to campus (that is pretty 
likely if you stay in this state), but if you 
are going out of state, plan on having no 
one to start out with you. Sure you will 
make friends, at least we all hope to, but 
there might fi rst be some Friday nights 
that you spend alone. 

Worried about getting lost?  It wouldn’t 
be hard to, with campuses this big. You 
could walk around with a map, maybe 
even a GPS, but who wants to be that 
kid?

Then, once you do fi nd your class, keep 
your fi ngers crossed that the professor 
either likes you, or doesn’t notice you. 
It may not be as easy to switch out of a 
class as it is in high school. 

I once heard that every hour spent in 
class equates to twice as many hours 
spent on homework. Four hours of 
class one day could mean eight hours of 
homework, but let’s hope that’s not true. 
If it is, there goes the social life we have 
yet to even establish in college.

So yes, college is scary--a new town, 
new people, new atmosphere, and new 
classes. Wish us luck. 

EXCITEMENT
“It’s just that feeling of starting 

something new and experiencing 
something awesome,” said senior 
Brandon Hoelzel.

Who’s ready to leave this town? The 
answer is many seniors, including 
BrieAnn Mulvaney. “[I’m] maybe a 
little nervous, but more so excited than 
scared,” said Mulvaney. Mulvaney plans 
to attend UW, Hawaii Pacifi c University, 
or Oregon University.

College is the perfect way out. No more 
mom and dad breathing down our necks-
-“When will you be home?”, “How do 
you know them?”, “Will their parents be 
home?” 

Feel free to come back to your dorm 
at four in the morning if you want. Your 

roommate might not appreciate the early 
wake-up, but he/she will get over it. 

Have homework but want to go out 
for the night? Then go. Your mom will 
never know, she won’t be there to ask 
where you’re going.  So make your own 
decisions for once, whether or not you 
want to make the responsible choice, is 
up to you.

Think for a moment about how big a 
college is, and of all the people who go 
there. Now, think of all the people you will 
meet. There are thousands of potential 
friends, best friends, boy friends, girl 
friends, and maybe even spouses. Of all 
the people there are to meet, who knows 
what could happen? A whole new social 
life waits.

Social perks aren’t the only exciting 
aspect, though. Just a few years down the 
road, you can start a new career, fi nally 
get out there on your own, and be and 
adult. College is the beginning of that 
new life.

WHICH WINS?
The reality of it is that college is the 

beginning of the rest of our lives. At 
times college can seem intimidating, but 
it’s something we all have to go through. 
Therefore, it is alright to be a bit nervous 
to leave home and go off to college, we 
all are, but it should not hinder our 
excitement. This is our chance to start 
anew, make new friends, begin a career, 
and start our lives. 

A frightening but exciting experience

JORDAN WYRICK
STAFF REPORTERSTAFF REPORTER

ART BY HANNAH PATTEN

A new year, and a new chance for Tolo

The Valhalla would like to apologize for, 
and correct a few mistakes run in the last 
issue.

In the editorial, “A policy full of aches 
and pains,” the current medication policy 
was not accurately explained. Students  are 
allowed to keep medication available with 
signed permission from a physician and a 
parent.  Students can also carry over-the-
counter medication with authorized permis-
sion from a parent,  school nurse, and prin-
cipal, as long as the bottle is in an original 
container with only a one day’s dose. The 
policy is also a district policy, not an admin-
istrive policy. 

Corrections
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Mr. Ed Bailey is often seen around campus, walking 
about the cafeteria at lunches, or cheering in the stands 
during a football game. But his invaluable service to our 
school and his athletics program are sometimes overlooked 
by the student body.

In short, Bailey is the reason our chaotic athletic pro-
grams are able to run; he coordinates all 23 sports pro-
grams and works with more than 50 coaches. “The most 
important thing,” said Bailey, “is providing leadership to 
the coaches and making sure we continue to have a strong 
athletic program here.”

Because his job is so large and involves so many people, 
Mr. Bailey is always doing something different. “ I come 
in every day and I fi nd different things to do,” said Bai-
ley. “That’s the great thing about this job; each day I don’t 
know what it is I’m gonna do until the day presents itself. 
One day it could be an injury that you’re dealing with, or 
it could be picking Athlete of the Week, it could be budget 
issues or arranging for tournaments.”

Behind almost any sports related activity, Bailey is there. 
He coordinates the activities that the majority of us take for 
granted. “Most people don’t think in terms of ‘Oh, that’s 
right, you gotta hire ticket takers,” said Bailey. “’You gotta 
hire security people, you gotta hire concession folk.’”

Bailey sometimes spends three nights a week cheering 
on the Vikings, and often attends afternoon practices. “It’s 
a fun job, but it’s a busy job,” said Mr. Bailey. “You have 
to like kids, you have to like athletics, and you have to 
spend a lot of nights going to athletic events.” 

And Bailey does love athletics. “I enjoy watching almost 
all sports, and one of the great things here is there is all dif-
ferent types of programs, male and female, contact sports 

and non-contact sports. I enjoy going out and watching the 
tennis kids compete, and the track athletes run ,and going 
to cross-country meets. And seeing the success that they 

have is gratifying.”
Bailey even played sports in high school; football, bas-

ketball, and baseball. “I went to WSU on a football schol-
arship,” said Bailey, “and found out that I wasn’t a good 
enough player to make it in the NFL, so I decided that 
I wanted to continue coaching and teaching.” And after 
30 years at Everett High School (where he taught several 
members of the LSHS Staff including Mr. Jim Willy and 
Mr. Joe Cronin), Bailey fi nally settled here. “Lake Stevens 
had a good reputation as a great place to be,” said Mr. Bai-
ley, “and I have found it to be so. This is my eighth year 
at Lake Stevens, and I’ve loved working with the coaches 
here, and the students, and the staff.”

But, as in every job, there is always a downside. “When 
students are in violation of the athletic code,” said Mr. 
Bailey, “sometimes you get put into positions where you 
are the enforcer of the athletic code. Even though it’s not 
the athletic director that made the poor decision, it’s the 
athletic director who gets to meet with the parents and the 
students and hold them accountable to the athletic code; 
and sometimes that’s not the most fun aspect of the job, 
but it’s a necessary part of the job as well.”

But when it comes down to it, Bailey just loves being 
able to affect the lives of the students on campus. “One of 
the great things is seeing those [students] ten years, fi fteen 
years, down the road and knowing that you were part of 
their success and were able to enjoy watching them grow,” 
he said.

A friend of the students and a hard-working man, Ed Bai-
ley is a wonderful person to have at our school. Lucky for 
us, he loves being our athletic director, “you have to like 
sports and you have to enjoy the participation and get your 
fi ll of popcorn and hot dogs,” he said. 

Mr. Bailey’s Wonder Emporium...of Sports

PHOTO BY CATHERINE STRAUME

MADELINE HEFFERNAN
STAFF REPORTERSTAFF REPORTER

Perhaps the most exciting moment in 
all of college football is bowl season.  
Some of the best games are played at 
this time, and the hard work of many 
team’s culminate into one game.

The college football bowl season is 
comprised of 30 games after the end of 
the regular season of college football.  A 
team is eligible to play in a bowl if they 
have won at least six games and have 
had no bans placed upon them.  The fi ve 
most prestigious games of the bowl sea-
son are known as the BCS games.  The 
BCS bowls are the Sugar Bowl, Orange 
Bowl, Fiesta Bowl, Rose Bowl, and fi -
nally the BCS National Championship.  
The teams that play in these games are 
either given automatic berths by win-
ning their respective conference or be-
ing selected by the BCS voters.  The 
fact that voters decide who plays in the 
national championship game, unlike a 
playoff system, is sure to evoke debates 
about the teams selected and whether or 
not they are worthy for the champion-
ship game or other teams are more de-
serving.  

Controversy was at an all-time high 
this year when Alabama and Texas were 
selected to play in the national cham-
pionship.  Neither Alabama nor Texas 
were surprising picks as both team 
fi nished undefeated and had convinc-
ing wins over other powerhouse teams.  
However, two other teams, Boise State 
and Texas Christian both fi nished unde-
feated as well and played in a way that 
could be seen as championship-worthy.  
The reason for BSU and TCU’s exemp-
tion from the championship is that they 
do not play in a BCS conference.  Both 

play BSU and TCU play in a Division I 
conference, however it is not one of the 
BCS conferences and thus neither team 
garners the respect of teams like Ala-
bama and Texas who play in BCS con-
ferences.  Many college football fans 
believe that Boise or Texas Christian 
could beat Texas or Alabama and that 
their omission from the championship is 
a terrible way to end their great season. 
Similar controversy erupted last year 
when there were at least three teams, 
all with the same record, who could’ve 
made an argument to be included in the 
championship game and when Utah was 
left out of the championship U.S. Sena-
tor Orrin Hatch proposed congressional 
hearings on the BCS in the future. No 
similar legislature has been approved 
this year, but controversy is still ram-
pant. 

Tanner had to say about the BCS selec-
tion system “It’s kinda good.  It gives a 
lot of good games between good teams, 
but it excludes the little schools a lot.”  

Regarding the TCU and Boise State, 
Senior Steven Tanner, an avid college 
foot ball fan believed the teams weren’t 
as good and Texas and Alabama were 
more deserving of the championship.  
Senior Scott Macdonald disagreed 
with Tanner saying “TCU and Boise 
should’ve been the championship and 
not Texas and Alabama.”   

Tanner had to say about the BCS selec-
tion system “It’s kinda good.  It gives a 
lot of good games between good teams, 
but it excludes the little schools a lot.”  

There is no doubt that regardless of 
how next year’s college football season 
goes controversy will follow the BCS 
and it’s selection process.     

TYLER IRWIN
SPORTS EDITORSPORTS EDITOR

BCS breeds controversy yet again 

As the basketball season is well 
underway, the girls get pumped up 
and ready for an amazing game 
time. “It won’t work unless we do” 
is a quote that the girls’ basketball 
team follows, and one that junior 
Meghan Warbis follows. Though 
each member of the girls’ team 
gives every game all they have, the 
main focus right now is Warbis, a 
post for the Vikings. 
As a kid, Meghan tried various 

types of sports, “even gymnastics,” 
laughed Warbis. 
“I think everyone at least tries a 

variety of sports in their life before 
they fi nd the right one.” But the one 
sport that caught this athletes eye 
was basketball. Her brother also 
pressured Warbis to play.  

Warbis discovered basketball 
around the time she was in kinder-
garten and is now a junior captain 
for the high school team. “It is an 
honor” said Warbis. “I just want to 
be all I can be for my teammates 
and coaches.” 
For some, basketball is a tough 

sport and could be hard to focus on. 
But for Warbis, she uses her mental 
strength and wiliness to work in or-
der to succeed in basketball. 
As a junior, Warbis looks forward 

to playing her senior year with her 
other junior teammates, as well as 
the younger girls on the team. 
“Although I am excited for senior 

year, I think it’ll be somewhat rough 
because, not only are we losing the 
fi ve well-played seniors we have 
now, they were also good friends,” 
said Warbis. 

MALINA NAJERA
STAFF REPORTERSTAFF REPORTER

This girl has got game

PHOTO BY CATHERINE STRAUME
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Junior Kyle Hedges made his yo-yoing 
debut last year at the prom assembly, and 
this year the sophomores were also wowed 
by his incredible skill. Hedges isn’t just the 
“yo-yo guy”, he is a school athlete and an 
incredibly giving person. Discovered by 
the leadership class last year, his skills with 
a yo-yo are a fun way of adding uniqueness 
to the school assemblies.

“Last year I was one of the fake outs for 
the prom assembly. Some people knew it, 
but it seemed like all of the sophomores 
[didn’t]. There were a few sophomores that 
knew that I do it just from people that I’ve 
done sports with. They were a little con-
fused on what was going on until I actually 
started doing it,” said Hedges. “After both 
assemblies, there were people asking me, 
‘You’re the yo-yo kid, aren’t you?’”

Hedges has entered yearly competitions 
in Seattle, and has taken part in a charity 

event for Children’s Hospital. The hospital 
hired Hedges to perform at a charity event 
for a book fair. 

Giving doesn’t seem that hard for 
Hedges; he has helped teach a few 
people how to yo-yo 

“I’ve taught my younger 
cousin. He got really into it just 
cause he watched me do stuff 
on Youtube. And then my 
friend down the street 
wanted to learn 
how, and I taught 
him how, and 
he’s actually 
doing really 
good,” said 
Hedges.

Hedges en-
joys helping 
others and 
being a part 
of the school as-
semblies. A member of 

Leadership, he was casted for the prom skit 
last year and then again this year.

“They wrote out the script, and then 
told me [I was in it]. In my inter-

view the person interviewing me 
asked if I had any hidden special 
talents, and I had a yo-yo on me, 
and I just kind of busted that out.”
Not only has he been in the as-

semblies, but Hedges has also par-
ticipated in the talent 

show. It was Hedge’s 
uncle who got him 
interested in yo-yo-
ing after he showed 
him a tape of a guy 
doing tricks. 

Although Hedg-
es fi nds yo-yoing 
to be unique 
and exciting, 
it is not the 
only sport that 

Hedges does. He 

is also on the swim team, and participates 
in cross country and track. 

From being active in so much, he has 
learned to “be a hard worker and stick with 
stuff. I do a lot of endurance sports and 
their diffi cult,” he said.

Hedges currently swims on the boys 
swim team, as well. 

“It’s a good thing; it’s fun, and it keeps 
me in shape, and I really like the people 
that are there, too,” he said.

Hedges is an example of the all around 
athlete, but there is also a lot more to 
Hedges than that. 

 “I can juggle. I kind of ride a unicycle, 
but I fall off a lot,” added Hedges. 

Though he has many unique talents, yo-
yoing is his true passion. 

“I just like doing it because you can be 
creative with it and it’s just something fun 
to do. It’s pretty much just like any other 
talent people have. People [like]to sing or 
like to act; it’s my singing or my acting,” 
he said. 

SARAH RUIZ
STAFF REPORTERSTAFF REPORTER

More than just the “Yo-yo Kid”, Kyle Hedges has a lot going for him

Junior Kyle Hedges shows off one of his yo-yo tricks
PHOTO BY EMMA DERUS

Even around here, where it is expected almost daily, most students dread the rain. But for the boys 
swim team, they know that the best way to spend a soggy afternoon is inside, getting completely 
soaked.

“Since I can remember, I took swim lessons. It’s just a good quality to have, to know how to 
swim,” said senior and co-captain Christian Reid, who has been swimming on a team of some sort 
since he was six years old. 

“It’s a hard sport, but also fun,” said head coach Erin Miller, who graduated from LSHS in 1992, 

where she was on the swim team. She has been a swimming coach for the 

past 16 years, four of those as the head boys’ coach.
Another popular reason for students to join the swim team is to bridge the gap between their fall 

and spring season sports. “There are a lot of football players that do swimming to get in condition 
for track or baseball,” said Reid.

Senior Nolan Ward uses the swimming season for just that. “I did it to try and stay in shape be-
tween cross country and track. It worked.” He started swimming last season and says that he is a lot 
stronger and faster than he was at that time, whether in the water or on the track.

At the meet on January 12, Reid said the team did, “pretty well. A lot of people had their best 
times.” Reid, who swam the 200 freestyle, managed to drop three seconds off his previous time, 
despite losing his goggles during the race.

As for the whole year, Miller said the boys are doing about as well as they were last year, when 
they managed to make it to state in a few events.

“We should get a relay to state, if not the actual time. Then we’ll probably get the wild card at 
districts,” said Reid. He also commented on the success of senior Scott Jerde, who holds the state 
record in the butterfl y and is on his way to holding the 100 fl y record, as well.

Ward says relays are the team’s biggest strength. Reid and Miller both agreed that another of their 
strengths is the team’s versatility. “We have depth which allows us to be versatile in what events we 
swim our athletes in,” said Miller.

Reid is a key to that versatility. “Last year I mainly just swam the backstroke and butterfl y. This 
year, my coaches put me in different events, more of a variety, and I’ve gotten more district times,” 
said Reid. 

The two divers are also a part of the success of the team, something that some other schools don’t 
have because of either a lack of a diving board to practice on or shallow depth of the pool. The div-
ing is judged by six of their peers, a quality that is unseen in most sports. 

One would think the group dynamic on a team that is so independent would be different than 
football or basketball, but the boys’ swim team disagrees.

“In swimming, like track, there are no excuses. You do well because you work hard. You can’t 
blame why you are or aren’t varsity on the coach,” said Ward. “You earn everything you do. I think 
because everyone knows that, we have a lot of respect for each other.”

The team members respect and support each other. Reid says he thinks that another one of their 
strengths is how loud the team cheers for each other during a race.

The swimming team is as entertaining as they are focused and capable, whether you are there for 
the amazing athletic prowess or just a bunch of shirtless boys. 

Boys’ swimming catches a huge wave this season
EMILY GARVIN
STAFF REPORTERSTAFF REPORTER

Senior Will Baldwin PHOTO BY EMMA DERUS

The Wesco North was up for grabs 
as the Vikings took on the Cascade 
Bruins.  With both teams having 
perfect records in the Wesco North, 
the winner would take over fi rst 
place in the Wesco North.
The game started off poorly for 

the Vikings who quickly fell behind 
7-0 and were unable to gain any 
ground.  They were down 16-7 at 
the end of the fi rst period.  The sec-
ond period was much better for the 
Vikings, who scored 25 points and 
took a 32-30 lead on a buzzer beater 
at the end of the second period.  The 
Vikings kept the lead as they held 
steady through the entire third pe-
riod to enter the fourth period with 

a 45-41 lead.  The Vikings turned 
their game up another notch for the 
fourth period as they held Cascade 
to only twelve points while scoring 
seventeen of their own points to put 
away the game and defeat Cascade 
62-53.  With the victory the Vikings 
improved their record to 6-0 in the 
Wesco North and 7-3 overall.  The 
leading scorer for the Vikings was 
Senior Arvid Isaksen who scored 
22 points in the game and had 10 
rebounds.
The Vikings have since continued 

to maintain control of the Wesco 
North and as of January 18th were 
9-0 in the Wesco North ahead of 
second place Stanwood at 7-2.   

Vikings take control of Wesco North with win
TYLER IRWIN
SPORTS EDITORSPORTS EDITOR

 

Join us for a Freshman Information Session  

1st Tuesday of every month from 6:00-7:00 p.m.
2nd Thursday of every month from 6:00-7:00 p.m.
3rd Friday of every month from 3:00-4:00 p.m.

UW Bothell welcomes you and your family to attend a Freshman Information 
Session. In this one hour presentation, you will learn about the application 
process, the first-year experience, degree programs, specialized support 
services, student life and more!  
 

To learn more and to register for an Information Session, please visit the  
Advising Web site. http://www.uwb.edu/admissions/freshman/visit

425.352.5000  |  www.uwb.edu 

Get 
Connected
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Band, continued from page 1
PICTURE ART BY ASLEIGH BORTLES AND KAITLYN LAVELLE

“I like how it is now [the] three 
of us. Back when we had four 
or five, it was really chaotic. 
Me, Davey and Chris work re-
ally well together because each 
of us contributes a part from 
a different instrument,” said 
Wall, who added that though 
they have less practices due 
to school and work schedules, 
they get more done.

“There’s some times where 
you’re playing with the band 
and it just clicks. It’s noth-
ing special to anyone but you 
can tell; it sounds the same in 
your head as you hear it being 
played,” said Whitlock. 

“It’s almost like a drug. You’re 
out of your normal frame of 
mind and you feel like you can 
do anything,” said Whitlock. 

Whitlock and Wall agreed that 
that’s why they do it- not for the 
money, or the groupies—It’s for 
the “positive energy outlet,” as 
Whitlock puts it. “You can go 
play metal instead of going out 

and breaking someone’s nose 
and no one will be hurt in the 
end.”

Among the other benefits, it’s 
broadened their taste in music 
to such as progressive rock and 
jazz.

“I’ve learned to respect bands 
if they’re actually good at what 
they do, even if I don’t like 
their music, because I know 
that it takes a lot of work,” said 
Wall.

It’s a race to see who can be 
more indie, and more flannel, 
and more shaggy. It’s always 
just a trend,” said Whitlock. 

However, the band does dis-
like people labeling them as 
Satanists, among other things. 
They agree that that the ste-
reotypical angry metal head is 
somewhat deserved, but they 
don’t want people taking it too 
far. 

“It’s like a horror movie- peo-
ple don’t brand the people that 
made The Omen as Satanists, 

and metal is the same way,” 
said Whitlock.

Within metal, like any other 
genre, there are specific brands, 
the differences between them 
having to do with pitch and 
tempo, and of course, ability to 
make middle-school girls pee 
their pants. “Archanum” labels 
itself as “half way between 
black metal and death metal, 
with some thrash metal too,” 
Wall said. 

As metal evolves from its 
birthplace in 1980s Scandina-
via, Whitlock and Wall fear that 
their music may be confused 
with the less desirable “emo 
kid” stereotype.

Despite this, “Archanum” is 
still staying true to what they 
love, and hoping for some up-
coming success: they’re put-
ting the finishing touches on 
their CD, “Burning the Book 
of Life,” and aren’t going to let 
college or other future plans get 
in the way of their music.

When I sat down in the-
ater to watch Disney’s lat-
est movie, “The Princess 
and the Frog,” let’s just 
say I had my doubts. This 
is the fi rst time Disney has 
reverted back to its origi-
nal 2D style of the old 
classics we all know and 
love. Despite my precon-
ceptions, I’m happy to say 
I was pleasantly surprised 
with the movie.

“The Princess and the 
Frog” takes place in New 
Orleans, Louisiana in the 
early 1920s.  This setting 
is a bit more modern then 
the other Disney classics, 
but gives a unique and 
original feel to the fi lm. 
The heroine of the movie, 
Tiana, is an ordinary girl 
whose sole dream is to 
open up her own restau-
rant. Tiana, who has no 
time for fairy-tale princes, 
works hard to achieve her 
goal day after day. One 
night at a costume party, 
she is mistaken for a prin-
cess by prince Naveen, 
who, by a witchdoctor’s 
magic, is in the form of a 
frog. 

Seeing the movie in Dis-
ney’s original 2D style 
was like a breath of fresh 
air. Call me old fashioned, 
but I appreciate a fi lm 
in which each picture is 
laboriously drawn by a 
human hand rather than 
digitally-created scenes. 
In simplest terms, “Prin-
cess and the Frog” fl ows 
across the screen as a true 
piece of art.

However, following Dis-
ney’s previous movies, 
a bit of controversy sur-
rounds the newest Prin-
cess. 

She is Disney’s fi rst Af-
rican American princess, 
which has created mixed 
feelings among both crit-
ics and viewers. Many 
viewers are unhappy that 
Tiana’s Prince isn’t Afri-
can American, as well. 

To both of these com-
plaints, I do not see what 
the big deal is; it’s ground-
breaking for the African 
American community 
to fi nally have a Disney 
princess of their own now. 

However, I don’t remem-
ber their being quite so 
much hype over the oth-
er ethnic princesses like 
Pocahontas or Mulan. And 
as for Naveen and Tiana, 
I think it is great for Dis-
ney to support inter-racial 
couples in its movies. 

The other part of the 
controversy not based on 
race centers on the villain 
of the movie, Dr. Facilier, 
with his “friends on the 
other side.” These friends 
are presumably demons 
who are behind the scenes, 
granting the witchdoctor 
his voodoo powers that 
are the source of Tiana and 
Prince Naveen’s troubles. 
However, Disney uses 
Facilier’s predicament to 
teach viewers to not resort 
to darker methods in order 
to achieve what you want. 

It is these sorts of things 
in the movie that will 
keep an older audience 
entertained, while ream-
ing innocent enough for 
younger viewers.

“I was also happy they 
kept some of Disney’s 
classic dark edge to it--
evil spirits in a New Or-
leans’ cemetery, for ex-
ample, which was a very 
fresh and new idea in my 
opinion,” said Honour 
Harlowe.

Yet, Disney’s latest 2D 
animation was just a bit 
too modern for me to in-
stantly consider it a clas-
sic. The ending felt a little 
rushed, but, other than 
that, I have few qualms 
with Tiana and Naveen’s 
story.

Overall, I was quite 
pleased with the “The 
Princess and the Frog”. 
I knew the movie was a 
success when I forgot my 
doubts and started watch-
ing the movie for the sake 
of the story.  Both the main 
and side characters were 
memorable, and the songs 
were catchy and original.  
“The Princess and the 
Frog” was simply a cute, 
funny movie that was not 
hard to enjoy.  I’m sure 
that it will no doubt leave 
its viewers nostalgic for 
2D animation once more. 

Disney breaks 
racial barriers 
with new 
princess

JORY WEISSERT
STAFF REPORTERSTAFF REPORTER
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Seeing dead bodies in real life isn’t 
something that you expect. You would 
think seeing a dead body would be 
disturbing or unsettling, but the dead 
bodies I saw at The Body Exhibit were 
fascinating. 

For about 19 dollars, you’re invited 
inside the Pike St. Annex, where hu-
man bodies await. Divided into sec-
tions around the exhibition room are 
parts of the human internal system. 

Real organs, bones, and 
tendons are there for 

t h e 
p u r p o s e 
of viewing. 

These hu-
man bodies on 
display have been preserved and pre-
pared so well, they look almost unreal. 
I didn’t think that I was standing there, 
looking at the frozen muscles of some 
one else’s body.  

Full bodies with bones, muscles, 
tendons, and organs, are posed in dif-

ferent po- s i -
tions through- out 
the exhibit. In 
one display, 
you can see a 
body kicking a soccer 
ball, around the cor- n e r , 
another body s h o o t -
ing a basket- ball, and, 
by the en- trance, a 
body pre- paring to serve 
a tennis ball. With pieces 
c a r e - fully removed, 
view- ers can see every 

part inside. 
Some people may 

f i n d 

the parts of the dis-
play disturb- i n g , 
maybe even all of it, but 
it is highly edu- ca t ional . 
Earlier this school year, 
Bothell High s c h o o l ’s 
anatomy class 

took a trip to the Bodies Exhibit. Each 
display has a full description of the 
body part, its purpose, and how it inter-
acts with the other body parts.

In one section, on display inside a so-
lution-fi lled case, is the entire nervous 
and circulatory system. It is amazing 
that doctors and scientist can extract 
these vessels and keep them fully intact 
to put their natural form on display.                                                                                                   

One of the more disturbing displays 
of the exhibit is located downstairs in a 
section more hidden than the rest. Fe-
tuses are on display in every stage of 
pregnancy, from the earliest weeks to 
just before birth. Though some viewers 
may fi nd it hard to look at dead babies, 
I found it quite interesting.

It may be strange to see real bodies 
up close, but it is educational, fasci-
nating, and worth the fl eeting feeling 
of queasiness. If you would like to see 
the exhibit for yourself, visit The Body 
Exhibit’s website at www.thebod-
iesexhibit.com. Bring your family and 
friends with you. All people age four 
and up are welcome to see the natural 
human body on display.  

The exhibit people are dying to be in
Dead bodies draw crowds

Interested?
Dates:

 October 17th 2009 to March 28th 
2010
Location:

 1505 5th Ave. Seattle, WA 98101 
 At the corner of 5th and PIKE 
across from City Centre
Ticket prices:

 Adult: $19 | Children (4-12): $14 | 
Seniors
 (65+): $15 | School Groups: $10 | 
Private Groups: $15 | Audio Tours: 
$5
Hours: 

 Sunday-Thursday: 10:00 am to 7 
pm (Box Offi ce closes at 6pm)
 Friday & Saturday: 10:00 am to 10 
pm (Box Offi ce closes at 9 pm)

It seems that the entire 
world will end up seeing 
James Cameron’s “Avatar”. 
Surely many people read-
ing this review will have 
experienced it by now. I 
say “experience” because 
“Avatar” isn’t a fi lm you 
watch, it’s something that 
you inhabit. So far, “Ava-
tar” has grossed over $1 
billion, placing it second 
in the running for highest 
grossing fi lm of all time, 
second only to “Titanic”.

“Avatar” was created us-
ing cutting edge technology 
that presents the computer-
generated environments 
and characters as realisti-
cally as possible. In fact, 
Cameron planned to begin 
production of the fi lm after 
“Titanic” had been com-
pleted, which would have 
meant a 1999 release for 
“Avatar”. However, 1990s 
technology couldn’t live 
up to Cameron’s vision for 
“Avatar”, and, by the looks 
of things, the wait was 
worth it. 

There’s really nothing rev-
olutionary about the plot, 
but that’s not necessarily a 
bad thing. The year is 2154, 
and a mining corporation 
is ravaging the lush Earth-

like moon, Pandora, in an 
attempt to harvest its vast 
deposits of valuable min-
eral resources. The Na’vi, 
a native sentient species of 
12 foot tall blue cat people 
that live in a giant tree 
(much like the Great Deku 
tree from the “Zelda” fran-
chise), are not in any way 
pleased with this. So, the 
corporation sponsors the 
Avatar Project as a way to 
win the trust of the locals. 

Avatar is a Hindu term for 
the physical manefestation 
or incarnation of a diety, 
and that’s essentially how it 
is in the fi lm; the minds of 
human “pilots” inhabit bio-
engineered Na’vi bodies to 
better interact with them. 

The actual story focuses 
on one such Avatar pilot, 
Jake Sully, and the rela-
tionship he builds with the 
daughter of the chief of one 
of the Na’vi tribes, Neytiri. 

“Avatar” is essentially 
“Dances With Wolves” 
meets “Pochahontas” but in 
the future, with more spe-
cial effects. 

Speaking of special ef-
fects, “Avatar” has them 
in spades. James Cameron, 
ever the game changer, has 
revolutionized CG tech-
nology. Gone are soulless 
eyes and unrealistic facial 
expressions that have long 
been the hallmark of com-

puter generated characters. 
“Avatar” defi nitely shines 

in the special effects depart-
ment, however it’s unlikely 
that that’s what people are 
fl ocking to the theater to 
see it for, and they defi nite-
ly aren’t going for the plot. 
No, there’s something else 
that makes seeing “Avatar” 
a necessity, and that some-
thing is cultural relevance. 

In the fi lm, humans have 
turned Earth into a deplet-

ed, polluted, dying planet, 
and have set their sights on 
other worlds, such as Pan-
dora, to meet their needs. At 
fi rst they try fairly peaceful 
means of getting the Na’vi 
to leave, but when these 
failed, the humans turned 
to violence. There are 
some truly heart-wrenching 
scenes in “Avatar”; it’s a 
fi lm that really makes you 
think hard on the state of 
our own world and on hu-
man nature, and that’s what 
Cameron wanted. 

It’s diffi cult to pick out 
anything wrong with “Ava-
tar”. In fact, it’s an almost 
perfect fi lm. Sure, the 
plot may be a little on the 
skimpy side, but that’s fi ne, 
it’s not about the plot. What 
“Avatar” is is a showcase 
for the latest special effects 
technology, and a way to 
convey a message that ap-
plies to us all. Because of 
this, “Avatar” doesn’t need 
an award winning plot to 
draw in the crowd. The sim-
ple plot may make “Avatar” 
accessible to a larger audi-
ence, bringing the message 
of caring for our planet to 
more people, which is most 
important. 

“Avatar” excites and elightens
A timely and groundbreaking fi lm with a powerful message

JAKE BARTOLINI
NEWS EDITOR

It seems that the entire 
NEWS EDITOR
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Senior Jordan Anderson enjoys repre-
senting his school in a way no previous 
mascot has done. 

Anderson has been our mascot since the 

beginning of 2008, after he wore a self-
made costume to a basketball game his 
sophomore year.

“It was a big shark costume made out 
of chicken wire, and I started painting it 
purple and gold. It looked like brown and 
green, and some people said it looked like 
a turd. I wore it at [a] basketball game, and 
everyone noticed it because it stunk up the 
gym with the spray paint smell,” said An-
derson.

 “At the end of the year the person who 
was the mascot didn’t want to do it any-
more, and, when they were looking for 
a new one, someone suggested ‘The Kid 
with the Shark’. I just started doing it after 
[that].”

Since then, Anderson has cheered for 
many games alongside the cheerleaders, 
hyping up the crowds. 

 Not only does Anderson have the privi-
lege of attending games for free, but he 
also had the benefi t of being one of the 
fi rst students to meet celebrity Anna Faris 
at the Homecoming Game. Anderson 
asked Principal Collins to help him meet 
the actress.

“I saw her, and [Mr. Collins] was point-
ing at me, and I was smiling. I walked over 
there, and I got to meet her before anyone 

else. People were looking at me all jeal-
ous,” said Anderson. 

Anderson performed his last performance 
in the old stadium in front of Faris.

 |”|It was half time, and she was about to 
leave.  I did the worm and all my moves, 
[although] I’m not the best dancer. She 
saw that, and she gave me a hug. And, I 
didn’t even have to start [the hug],” said 
Anderson.

Since Anderson is graduating this year, 
he will need someone to fi ll his Viking 
suit.

Anderson will hold auditions sometime 
in spring. He is looking for someone who 
can not only handle situations well where 
he/she needs to be funny, but also someone 

who can express himself/herself through 
dance. 

“I want a good dancer because that’s 
what I lacked the most, because I can’t 
dance,” said Anderson.

Anderson may goof around on the side-
line, but he takes his role as a mascot seri-
ously.

 “It’s kind of a responsibility because I 
have to represent my school. It’s not that 
big of a thing, it doesn’t make the school, 
it is not like I am that important, but if I’m 
a good mascot, then I can bring my school 
up a tiny bit. When other schools look at 
me, it makes us look better,” said Ander-
son.
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To get into most four year uni-
versity, students need to take two 
years of a foreign language. They 
may achieve that goal by taking 
Spanish, German, or French class 
with Madame Bailey, who is fl u-
ent in English and French, and 
has even learned some more in-
teresting languages. 

“I speak some Spanish but I’m 
not fl uent.” said Bailey. “I took 
Chinese for two years in col-
lege, I’m defi nitely not fl uent in 
Chinese but it’s very fun. I enjoy 
knowing a language that’s very 
different from the romance lan-
guages.” 

Though today Bailey educates 
our students in the French arts, 
she never foresaw herself as a 
teacher. 

“Right after high school I 
thought there was no way I would 
be a teacher, ever,” said Bailey. 
“But I continued taking French 
because I enjoyed it so much and I 
even travelled abroad to France.” 

Other than teaching, Bailey 
has considered a number of jobs 
that include putting her linguistic 
skills to good use.

“I thought about being a trans-
lator but in order to get full time 
work you need to know several 

languages fl uently, and a lot of 
people know Spanish and a lot of 
people know French.” said Bai-
ley. 

Because of this, Madame Bailey 
decided on becoming a teacher. 

“I had so much fun doing that 
I started to consider teaching for 
a full time job. I did some visi-
tations, I sat in on some classes 
and I had some time to grow up 
and at that point, I decided what I 
wanted to do.” said Bailey. 

Bailey enjoys teaching, and one 
of her most favorite parts about 
teaching French is having an op-
portunity to express her creativ-

ity. 
“One of my favorite aspects is 

that I get to create different games 
and activities so that the students 
are enjoying themselves while 
learning,” said Bailey. “And I 
enjoy it because I get to be cre-
ative.” 

Outside of school, Bailey spends 
her time both working and having 
a bit of fun. 

“I have three kids; that fi lls 
up most of my time,” said Bai-
ley. “But I used to do Tae Kwon 
Do, and I was a blue belt, but I 
recently quit, and I regret it but I 
just didn’t have enough time. But 

it was really fun, I had to go and 
fi ght, and I was surprised I liked 
it because I thought it would be 
too scary.” 

Madame Bailey believes it is 
important to learn another lan-
guage to help expand your mind 
and culture. 

“A lot of Americans, if they 
know another language, only 
know one, but in most of the 
world they know several lan-
guages, and we’re unique in that 
way.” said Bailey. “But learning 
another language exercises your 
brain and you may never know 
when you might use it.” 

F
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Madame Bailey 
teaches French and  

fi ghts karate masters

CONNOR WILSON
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Jordan Anderson, the man behind the mascot
Funny guy Jordan Anderson represents the school like no one else. 
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When most people think about the athlet-
ics that teenagers are involved in, the usual 
sports that come to mind are football, soc-
cer, tennis, basketball or, even, cheerlead-
ing.  What many students forget about is 
the group of students who participate in 
athletics outside of school. Senior Crystal 
Wartinger spends her time on the ice fi gure 
skating.

 “I have been completely involved in 
skating for three years,” said Wartinger. 

“Since my brother played hockey, he 
inspired me to fi gure skate.”

 Wartinger skates multiple days of 
the week at the Everett Figure Skating 
Club, working with her coach Lori El-
liot every Thursday.

 “Lori’s a beautiful person and role 
model inside and out, and brightens 

peoples lives by making them smile ev-
eryday,” said Wartinger.
 Even though Wartinger has a passion for 

skating, she decided to give it up for her ju-
nior year so that she could focus on school. 
After awhile though, she realized that she 
missed it more than she thought she would 
have.

 While taking a break Wartinger learned 
that passions cannot be forgotten. “If you 
really want to do something, you should go 
for your goal,” said Wartinger.

  In fi gure skating, skaters compete against 
each other in competitions and participate 
in recitals where they perform routines 
together on holidays. When competitions 
occur varies, but they are about every 
four months. Therefore, Wartinger spends 
about three months training for each com-

petition. Wartinger performs in recitals for holidays such as Christmas, Halloween, and 
Valentines Day.

 “Even though the music is kind of boring, skaters put a lot of hard work and dedica-
tion into it. It’s harder than hockey [because] it’s more than just pushing a puck,” joked 
Wartinger.

 Skating has a special place in Wartinger’s heart because it has helped her to meet so 
many new and unexpected friends.

 “My favorite part is the people, even the younger kids. They’re all amazing,” said 
Wartinger. 

 Not all of her time is spent on skating, however. She still fi nds the time to help out with 
her brother’s hockey team, the Everett Jr. Silvertips, and work for her parents at Sahara 
Pizza. She also enjoys snowboarding and hanging out with friends. 

 “One thing I could say about Crystal is that she is probably the funniest person I know, 
always getting us into crazy situations, and, somehow, they work out,” said her friend, 
senior Claire Hickey. “She’s somebody who can always make me laugh, even if she her-
self is having a bad day.”

Not only does this sport take many hours of dedication, but it also takes money. Wartinger 
described how skates, alone, are 350 dollars plus ten dollars twice a month to have them 
sharpened. Along with the outfi ts, gear and coaching lessons Wartinger has paid around 
1,282 dollars and counting.  

“It’s made me more goal-oriented and made me realize to follow your dreams. You have 
to realize that you have to work hard for something you want,” said Wartinger

 

VALHALLAFeatures

January 26, 2010 Page 11

Airsoft afi cionado endures pain for the sake of the sport

Junior Miles Titland appears to 
be the average student, but few 
people know that he participates 
in an increasingly popular, action-
packed sport rapidly; Airsoft. 

“Airsoft is a game that’s played 
similar to paintball, but the guns 
are more realistic and you shoot 
small plastic pellets at each oth-
er,” said Titland. Because the 
pellets don’t leave marks, like in 
paintball, airsoft players use the 
honor system in order to know 
who has been shot. 

Titland began playing Airsoft 
about fi ve years ago when brows-
ing in a Big 5 sporting goods 
store. 

“I was looking in the outdoor 
area,” said Titland. “And I saw 
a small airsoft pistol. I thought it 
was really cool, and that I could 
really get into it, so I bought one. 
That just kind of blew up into 
something way bigger.”

Gradually, Miles got more into 
the game; attending Airsoft wars 
at friends’ houses. Now Miles has 
full gear and some airsoft guns 
that can shoot up to 450 feet per 
second. Mile’s love of Airsoft 
stems from his interest in the 
military and his vast knowledge 
of fi rearms.

 “It’s really fun. It’s almost like 

a military simulation, you could 
call it,” said Titland.

In all games that involve shoot-
ing opponents, there is the poten-
tial for injury. Titland has both 
sustained and observed some 
rather painful ones.

“As far as injuries, I’ve seen 
chipped teeth, broken eyes, cuts, 
welts, [and] quite a bit of blood. 
It can hurt if you’re shot on bare 
skin,” said Titland.

Titland isn’t the only fan on 
campus. The game actually has 
quite a large fan base, with stu-
dents gathering to play together 
at Evergreen Airsoft Field. 

“Evergreen is like a site in the 
woods,” said Titland. “It’s an air-
soft club in Sultan and people go 
there and shoot each other.”

There, Titland and other Airsoft 
players can buy a membership 
which gives him unlimited access 
to the site where he can take ad-
vantage of hundreds of acres of 
woodlands to airsoft. Evergreen 
appeals to Miles because he gets 
the chance to Airsoft with enthu-
siasts such as himself. 

“At Evergreen we’ve got differ-
ent situations that we play,” said 
Titland. “We split up into teams 
red and blue, and we have battles 
against each other. There’s cap-
ture the fl ag and other games like 
that. It’s pretty great.”

Miles regularly goes airsofting, 
attending Evergreen every other 
Sunday. At Evergreen, players 
split into teams and play games 
that mimic realistic warfare sce-
narios. 

“The best part? Probably getting 
to wear camo (camoufl age), and 
run around in the woods, and be 
cool,” said Titland.

Because Airsoft requires a good 
deal of money, those who aren’t 
committed shouldn’t play unless, 
like Titland has, you’re willing 
to go the extra mile. Most of the 
equipment necessary to play at 
Evergreen Miles has found on-
line.

“First. I have my camoufl age 
so I can hide in the woods, and 
then I’ve got something to hold 
my ammo,” said Titland. “For ev-
erything it [costs around], several 
hundred dollars.”

Over the years, Titland has got-
ten very good at the game, suc-
cessfully eliminating opponents, 
and sometimes leading his team 
to victory. 

 “I usually get around four and 
fi ve kills per game.” said Titland. 
“Though sometimes I feel like 
I’ve gotten more because some 
people aren’t entirely honest.”

As airsoft becomes more popu-
lar and people get more involved, 
Miles will always be several steps 

and head and will be an airsoft 
god among men.
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Junior Miles Titland battles friends in a game of skills and smarts
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Behind the scenes in Leadership

After school in math teacher Kaleb Al-
linson’s classroom, students arrange desks 
into a circle in preparation for the week-
ly One Voice Club meeting. They talk 
amongst themselves, exchanging stories of 
their day. When an audio recording titled 
“Reaching for the Prize, and the Prize is 
Christ” begins to play, though, the students 
end side conversations and intently listen.

“I wanted to start One Voice to provide 
fellowship and encouragement for fellow 
students,” said club president, sophomore 
Rachel Fowler.

After hearing of the success of the One 
Voice Club at Snohomish High School, 
Fowler felt motivated to start a club of her 
own. One Voice offers dedicated Christian 
students the opportunity to openly con-
verse about their Christian faith.

“Out of all the voices that we hear from 
peers and everyone, the one voice we listen 
to is God,” said Fowler in reference to the 
club name.

Students searching for an outlet in which 
to express their faith soon took interest in 
the new club. After joining in the group 
prayer around the fl agpole in September, 
senior James Daly looked forward to a 
chance to meet with other Christian stu-
dents through One Voice.

“I joined to basically get more Bible 
study time and to meet other Christians at 

the school,” said Daly. “It’s really fun to 
get to fellowship with one another.”

During meetings, club members hold Bi-
ble discussions, listen to recorded sermons, 
and discuss the other aspects of Christian 
life. 

“Every time is a little different. We get to-
gether and discuss things, and catch up with 
each other,” said senior Nikolay Bertash.

Sophomore Katie Caasady was pleasantly 
surprised at the student turnout during the 

fi rst fi ve few meetings.
“I expected a small group. There were 

more people than I expected to be here and 
they were totally into it, which was totally 
rad,” said Cassady.

Cassady, like Daly, sees the club as a 
great way to communicate with fellow 
Christians.

“I joined to get into fellowship with other 
Christians and get deeper into the word,” 
said Cassady.

Members see the opportunity to get to-
gether with other students who share the 
same faith as one of the best parts of meet-
ing every Monday.

“It’s a neat idea because I can discover 
what fellow students believe in, and [fi nd] 
things we have in common,” said Bertash.

Most of the members of One Voice are 
active churchgoers. One Voice offers stu-
dents a place for fellowship on more than 
just Sundays.

“I like to know that there’s other people 
around here who like to get together and 
talk about God,” said Lincoln.

Allinson, Lakeside Community Fellow-
ship Youth Ministries Director, acts as an 
advisor for One Voice. Though he is the of-
fi cial advisor, the club is entirely student 
run.

“They used to have the Open Door club 
that Mr. Knutson was the advisor for. I 
think this [One Voice] is very similar,” said 
Allinson.

Fowler and the club members hope to 
further the club’s growth throughout the 
school year, and always keep the club open 
to anyone who’s looking to connect with 
Christian students.

“The club isn’t for a certain type of peo-
ple,” said Fowler. “Anyone can join.”

Madeline Heffernan witnesses the dedicated Leadership students at work
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One Voice gives students a chance for fellowship

TOP TEN

10. HD Vision WrapArounds--
modern European style

  9. Emery Cat Kitty Scratcher--
patented honeycomb surface

  8. Mighty Puddy--with dual 
blending action

  7. Samurai Shark--electric 
scissors

  6. Ped Egg-- a cheese grater for 
your feet

  5. Awesome Auger--deweeds 
yards. Awesomely. 

  4. Bacon Genie--hangs your 
bacon

  3. Hercules Hooks--hooks with 
the power of the gods. 

  2. Bagel Guillotine--now with 
fi nger protection!

  1. Slap Chop-- “You’re gunna 
love my nuts!”

As-seen-on-TV products

Leadership is a club we are all quite familiar with. They 
are the school's pep team, they make our assemblies and 
our spirit days. But, sitting in on one of their fi rst period 
classes, I was blown away by how much work these stu-
dents actually put into the school. These students are ex-
tremely dedicated, "[for] some of the bigger assemblies 
like Prom or Homecoming," said Senior Damon Yeutter, 
"when we have to do a fl oor of paper and backdrop, some-
times we're there until one o'clock setting up."And it's sur-
prising how much they have on their plates.

The leadership class started the period by discussing the 
progress being made by each committee and subcommit-
tees, and as each group talked, I must say I lost track of 
how many there were. There was the battle of the sexes, 
pep assemblies, capture the fl ag, the birthday calendar 
(honestly, I had no idea they did that), the backdrop, the 
awards night, Coaches vs. Cancer, the list goes on. 

Behind Cronin, the whiteboard was fi lled with tasks and 

activities these kids had been working on; the board was 
crowded but still completely organized. 

Yet, the students were very relaxed in the face of their 
daunting tasks. There was lots of chatter and Ross Jones 
began taping up the top of a Tupperware container with 
blue tape while discussing options for his committee's pro-
posed trivia night.

As the discussion ended, the students broke into commit-
tees and began leaving the classroom to go work on their 
various tasks. Many of these took place in Portable 14, a 
sort of storage room for the leadership class. There are no 
desks in Portable 14, but there is an unusual amount of 
crepe paper and two plastic tubs in the corner. 

Covering the fl oor was about three posters in various 
stages of development and ripped pieces of paper, tape, 
and glitter. I was told that this was about the cleanest the 
room had ever been.

That didn't exactly come as a shock. At most there were 
about ten students in the room working on about four dif-
ferent projects. There was a group of students struggling 
to fi nd a good slogan for the battle of the sexes poster, 
the ideas were creative yet surprisingly weird, some ideas 
involved Mars, Venus, estrogen, or chili. Another group 
was working on the new birthday poster for February, a 
few feet from Daniela Montelongo, who sat on the ground 
creating a poster promoting the swim team.

The project that really grabbed my attention however, was 
the three students making a cut-out of Martin Luther King 
Jr. for the assembly's backdrop. After hanging up the crepe 
paper, Damon Yeutter and Shawn Cooper left portable 14 
and returned with a projector and Elmo, which they used 
to project a picture of MLK onto the crepe paper. Then, 
after having some fun with shadow puppets (of course) 
and while having an in-depth discussion of the future of 
the spider-man movies, they began tracing the profi le. 

But by no means were all the students just in portable 14, 
they were scattered all over the school. There was a group 
hanging up fl yers for leadership interviews, and another 
large group was in the cafeteria hanging up and tearing 
down posters.

I was also told, that this was a pretty easy day for lead-
ership. I think a lot of students underestimate what these 

students do, "an assembly takes weeks and weeks of pre-
paring, all for a simple thing," said Senior Nikki Spitzer, 
"and then everything just gets ripped down at the end. But, 
we do so much more than just what people see on the sur-
face."

The leadership kids are truly an asset to our school.
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Members of One Voice Club meets every Friday after school to discuss their faith.


