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Fans show 
that there is 
more to the 
game than 
winning 
After sad losses at state, 
memories mean more to 
the fans than how far the 
teams went 

SARAH RUIZ 
SPORTS EDITOR SPORTS EDITOR

For the first time in 20 years, both 
Varsity Boys and Girls Basketball 
teams went to state. After defeat-
ing opponents all season, the two 
teams became WESCO champions 
and headed to the Tacoma Dome to 
play in the state tournament. 

The girls kicked off the three day 
competition by playing against 
Rogers High School. Lake Stevens’
band played “The National An-
them” and the game began. Players 
senior Stephanie Schumacher, se-
nior Sam Peterson, junior Corrine 
Burke, senior Kayla Bostwick, and 
sophomore Abby Molstre were the 
Vikings’ starting line. Schumacher 
kicked off the game with the first 
basket only 20 seconds into the 
game. Freshman Brooke Pahukoa 
came into the game and had a great 
steal that led to a basket for the Vi-
kings. At half time, the game was 
23-27, Rogers. The rest of the game was neck and 
neck, but the Vikings fought hard and came away 
with a win; 52-47, Vikings. 

The girls moved on to their second game against 
Issaquah the following day. Although the girls lost, 
they played hard. Bostwick played a remarkable de-
fense throughout the entire game, while Molstre and 
Schumacher scored many baskets.

Because the state tournament was double elimina-
tion, the girls played again the next day against 

Chiawana. Even though the SuperFan section dwin-
dled, Viking spirit did not. Pahukoa played a great 

game, and Warbis was recognized at the end of the 

Senior Kayla Bostwick, sophomore Abby Molstre, freshman Brooke Pahukoa PHOTO BY EMMA DERUS 

game. Even though the Viking girls lost after a nail 
biting game, the Vikings were still proud of the girls’
efforts.

Varsity Boys Basketball started off its games against 
Eastlake. Senior Shane Kaska shot the most baskets 
and the boys headed into another match off against 
Mead. Kaska, seniors Arvid Isaken, senior Mike Sch-
neider, senior Jarett Hanson and senior Aaron Maw 
started the game. Kaska again had the most baskets 
in game two, though Maw played a great defensive 
game. A noteworthy play by Maw involved an incred-
ible steal that led to Viking possession, bringing the 
crowd to its feet. Kaska was on fire and played a good 
game, though the fans cheered on the whole team--

especially after band member, 
senior Nate Cash came down 
from the band section to help 
pump up the SuperFans. Cheer-
ing on the team was important 
to him because, “It sure as hell 
intimidates the other band, and 
our fans love it, and I am sure it 
pumps up the players to an ex-
tent,” said Cash. 

At the beginning of the week, 
SuperFans filled three rooter 
buses. Seats were hard to find, 
despite the buses’ departure be-
fore school even began. There 
was chaos as fans got ready to 
spend a day at the Tacoma Dome 
cheering on their team. Purple 
and gold clad Vikings packed 
onto the buses, eager smiles 
adorning their painted faces. At 
the games, the fans took part in 
cheers led by the cheerleaders 
and band. 

The first day the fan turnout 
was larger, but as the week went 
on, rooter buses went from three, 
to two, down to one. However, 
the “hardcore” fans went to ev-
ery game they could and stuck 
by their teams’ sides. 

Along with the SuperFans, 
the basketball teams also had 
cheerleader, band and a mascot 
to support them. Ten cheerlead-
ers came to every game, cheer-
ing the crowd to its feet. Beside 
them was the Viking mascot, 
worn by senior Jordan Anderson. 
For Anderson, this tournament 
held a somewhat sentimental 
value; they were his final games 
as the Viking mascot. Anderson 
was the only mascot seen at the 
tournament and received praise 

from onlookers for his job well done. And while his 
costume went on a temporary break after it broke, he 
continued cheering up to two games a day. State was 
a nice change for him, seeing as there was so much 
more to cheer for, “and you’re right in front of the 
fans, which I really like, said Anderson. 

Looking back on the week that the Vikings went 
to state holds many memories for all who took part. 
Some will remember heading to Dick’s Drive-In af-
ter games, or how the band kept the fans cheering, 
but mostly fans and supporters will remember how 
proud Lake Stevens was of the Varsity Vikings for 
making it to state. 

Teen Centers and Facebook, an annoying mix
JAKE BARTOLINI 

However, the bouncy house/skate park find themselves in the same position. Facebook to gain followers. Even after 
According to the group’s Facebook page, 

FEATURES EDITOR FEATURES EDITOR

combination isn’t what first comes to “The Facebook group has tried to add me repeated denials of invitations, The House 
House Lake Stevens is, “a healthy blend of the minds of teens in our community; at least three times, probably more like continues to add the same people. In many 
the never-churched, under-churched, and it is House Lake Stevens’ use of the so- four,” said junior Jarydd Morgan. cases, students have decided that the best 
even the over-churched. You can expect a cial networking sites, mainly Facebook, What has the potential to be a way to deal with the group is to accept the 
casual, café style atmosphere, passionate to entice teens to come check it out. good approach to reaching teens friend request and then ignore The House.
worship, inspiring & illustrative messages, “House Lake Stevens attempted to add me may actually be turning them away. Yet for every student frustrated by House 
and a place your children will love.” House at least 10 times in the past few months”, “I feel like the group uses Facebook in ex- Lake Stevens’ tactics, there is one who de-
Lake Stevens is a Christian youth center said senior Brandon McGahuey. “I know cess,” said Morgan. “The invitation to peo- cides to join. “It’s a great place for teens 
with a gym, skate park, and what appears [its pastor] means good, but I am not inter- ple who are not soliciting it just bothers me. to hang out and get off the streets,” said 
to be a giant, inflatable Spider-man bouncy ested and he should have got that message Sure their message is reaching more people senior Patrick Fabian. “It’s growing ex-
house. According to its Facebook page, already.” who want it, but it is more frustrating to the tremely fast too.”
“At The HOUSE people come just as they McGahuey isn’t the only student hav- large number who don’t want it.”
are, however they rarely leave the same ing to repeatedly deny House Lake Ste- A number of students are frustrated and 
way they came.” vens’ friend requests; many other students annoyed by House Lake Stevens’ use of 
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Tolo lives! 
For the first time in two years, Tolo is
resurrected by the sophomore class.

PHOTO BY ALICIA TERRY 

Seniors Jordan Wyrick and Kelsey Jennings, sophomore Audrey Fletcher, and juniors Jarydd 
Morgan and Neva King 

KAITLYN LAVELLE 
A&E EDITOR A&E EDITOR

On March 13, 2010, the Vikings broke 
their streak of Tolo-less years by putting 
on the first Tolo since Cavalero was built.

Needless to say, the past few years have 
been fairly discouraging. Low ticket sales 
and snow days prevented the past years’
sophomore classes from putting on the 
spring semi-formal. This was also very dis-
couraging to those who have wanted to go 
to Tolo in years past.

Senior Kelsey Jennings has had a date 
and purchased her ticket only to be refund-
ed her money for the past two Tolos. This 
year, she opted not to purchase tickets due 
to the fear that she would again waste her 
time and money. 

Jennings was not alone in this decision ei-
ther. Because of Tolo’s cancelation for the 
past few years, most people thought this 
year would follow suit. And it was because 
of this that the ticket sales for this year’s 
Tolo were less than impressive, totaling a 
little over 40 tickets.

Despite the low sale in tickets, Tolo still 
took place, without hitting its “100 ticket” 
mark. ASB officers, junior Shawn Cooper 
and senior Damon Yeutter, approved ASB 
funding to be used for Tolo, despite the fact 
that Tolo is actually a fundraiser for the 
sophomore class.

“People should know that proceeds from 
Tolo go towards prom,” said Shawn Coo-
per, Junior Class President. 

However, ASB funding was not the only 
thing that helped Tolo this year. Ticket 
sales were substantially higher than they 
were for the past two years, with last year’s 
ticket sales totaling a mere six.

Another reason for Tolo’s success was 
that the sophomore class were able to use 
aspects from last year. 

“Last year, Tolo just got snowed out. We 
had all the blueprints for this year’s Tolo, 
[so] we just had to put it together,” said 
Sophomore Class President McKenzie Si-
mon.

This success could be a critical accom-
plishment for the sophomore classes in fu-
ture years, enforcing the idea that Tolo is 
here to stay. 

“People need to know that it’s actu-

ally weirder for Tolo not to happen,” said 
Cooper.

Despite this year’s success, Simon sug-
gests that we change the name of Tolo in 
upcoming years to shake the lingering no-
tion of its failure, in order to ensure that the 
dance will be held for years to come. 

Junior DJ Leber and senior Brittany Armistead 
PHOTO BY ALICIA TERRY 

Thanks to 
everyone who 

made this 
year’s Tolo a 

success! 

News Briefs from around the world 
KAILA ALFORD 

NEWS EDITOR NEWS EDITOR

Chile shook by violent earthquake 
An earthquake measuring at 8.8 on the rector scale has killed 708 people in 

the South American country of Chile. The quake that hit in the early hours of 
February 28 produced 500 times more energy than the quake in Haiti earlier this 
year and sent tsunami warnings around the globe. Rescue efforts from around 
the world have arrived to lend assistance to the disaster-ravaged country.

Teen falls victim to a predator 
The body of 17-year-old honor student Chelsea King was discovered on March 

3 in a shallow grave not far from where King was last seen jogging in a San 
Diego, CA park on February 25. Convicted sex offender John Albert Gardner 
III has been charged with King’s murder after physical evidence linking him to 
the crime was discovered. Prosecutors have decided to pursue the death penalty 
in the case. Gardner was convicted of molesting a 13 year-old-girl in 2003 and 
spent five years in prison.

No Best Picture for Avatar 
Box office dynamo “Avatar” was expected to make a virtual sweep at this 
year’s Academy Awards, until it lost in two major categories, Best Direc-
tor and Best Picture, to the Iraq war drama “The Hurt Locker”. The movie’s 
director Kathryn Bigelow is the first woman in Oscar history to win the Best 
Director Award. “Avatar” has grossed an astounding 2 billion dollars at the 
box office, while the independently made “Hurt Locker” has made a little over 
18 million worldwide.

Metallica fans go wild 
A Metallica concert in Bogota, Columbia ended with 160 arrests after fans 

outside the venue began to riot while the show was going on inside. Fans threw 
bricks at police, started fires, and eight people, including four police officers, 
were injured. Rumors that ticketless fans would be allowed to crash the show 
circulated on Facebook and prompted hundreds of people to attempt to get into 
the event.

A fake invasion 
The people of the small country of Georgia watched in horror as a news 

broadcast reported that Russian troops had invaded the country, and President 
Mikhail Saakashvili had been assassinated. The only problem was the entire 
broadcast was a hoax, using footage of the invasion that occurred in the summer 
of 2008 to convince Georgians that their country had fallen to foreign powers 
once again. No one has yet to step forward and claim full responsibility for the 
fake broadcast.
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Vikings count down the days until spring break 

Spring Break could not come at than 40 times, it is important that school on a trip across Europe. GRACIE CARLSON 
a better time. Some students will people keep safety in mind when His students have the privilege 

It’s 
STAFF REPORTER STAFF REPORTER

almost that time of year travel abroad to exotic locations, traveling to different countries. of seeing Rome, Florence, Paris, 
again; Spring Break. Spring while others plan to enjoy their “Make sure that you act re- Normandy, and London. “It’s a 
Break comes right at the time time closer to home. spectfully in the countries that life-transforming trip,” said Neu-
when the weather begins to warm Students who are traveling need you’re in,” said Neuman. “Un- man.
and students begin to feel more to keep a few things in mind dur- derstand the laws and the rules of Other students, such as se-
and more eager for June to ar- ing their trip. According to his- the nations that you go [to].” nior Shanni Manual, are travel-
rive. With graduation so tory teacher Chris Neuman, Another issue that can arise ing to places of warmer climate 
close but so who has been when visiting a foreign country within the US. Manual is headed 
f a r , out of the is how to dress appropriately, es- to Phoenix, Arizona for some 

c o u n t r y pecially in warmer weather. much-anticipated rest and relax-
m o r e “Make sure that your clothing ation. “[I’m going to] spend time 

is appropriate for the places that in the sun, by the pool, go shop-
you go. It’s a common mistake ping,” said Manual. 
Americans make-- they don’t Senior Alexa Morrow is also 
wear the right kind of clothing for traveling out of state. She will 
the situations that they’re placing travel to San Diego, California. 
themselves in. Especially during “[My family has] gone there for 
Spring Break, almost nowhere the last two years and we just 
outside of Mexico is it okay to really love it down there,” said 
wear shorts in public,” said Neu- Morrow. 
man. Not all students are traveling 

Over Spring Break, Neuman is just for fun, though. Some stu-
leading what he calls “a small in- dents are using Spring Break as 
vasion” of 50 students from our an opportunity to help others. 

Senior Scott Jerde is traveling 
to Mexico over Spring Break on 
a mission trip with his church. 
“We normally help build houses, 
walkways, work on the church, 
whatever needs to be done,” said 
Jerde. 

So whether students are headed 
on a trip across Europe, out of 
state to soak up some sun, or do-
nating their time to help others, it 
looks as though the Vikings will 
be busy this Spring Break.

ART BY HANNAH PATTEN 

No Plans? No 
Worries. 

Go to the EMP: The first 
Thursday of every month is 
all-access night, in which peo-
ple receive free admission and 
live music from 5-8 p.m. On 
April 1, local band Brier Rose 
is playing. 

See an improv show: 
Every Friday and Saturday at 
10:30 p.m. and most Satur-
days at 8:30 p.m., there is an 
improv show at the Historic 
University Theater in Seattle, 
put on by Jet City Improv.

Go on an Easter egg 
hunt: Relive your childhood 
by going to the first teen flash-
light Easter egg hunt, hosted 
by the Mill Creek Youth Ad-
visory Board. The hunt takes 
place on April 2 at the Heath-
erwood Middle School foot-
ball field from 7:30-8:30 p.m. 

Those students who find 
themselves at home during 
Spring Break should not feel 
as though they are doomed 
to spend their week staring 
out the window and watching 
the rain fall. There are many 
activities that people can do 
right here in the Seattle area.

Go to the “Events” section 
of snohomish.org for more 
information on this and other 
activities.

Cannabis on campus Redmond High School drug bust is a grim reminder of 
the prevelance of drugs on campus

tervention Specialist Steve Pitkin, who added 
that he fully supports the arrest of drug deal-
ers at school. He also commends The Red-
mond School District for making sure people 
knew that it in no way reflected the overall 
student body. 

“This school is a large and positive part of 
our community, and we share in the school’s 
no-tolerance mission,” said Redmond Police 
Spokesman Jim Bove, when commenting for 
the Komo story. Redmond High School even 
put out a press release stating that the arrests 
were more of an anomaly than anything, us-
ing facts such as its 15 National Merit final-
ists, five of whom were chosen as candidates 
for the U.S. Presidential Scholars Program to 
back up this claim.

Comments from students who actually 
went to Redmond High School paint a dif-
ferent picture, however. Attached to the 
Komo story is the comment page, in which 
former students from at least four different 
graduating classes remembered their days 
as Redmond Mustangs as being apparently 
filled with drugs. Upon further research, drug 
busts put Redmond High School in the news 
in 2003 and 1992, and also an alcohol crack-

down in 1997.
“If they have 11 students that got arrested 

and an undercover cop, obviously it’s a prob-
lem,” senior Ysabella Licciardi said. “You 
don’t have an undercover cop at school for 
no reason.”

Whether it’s a problem or not at Redmond 
High School, Pitkin believes that a similar 
operation would prove effective here. 

“We do have a tip line on this campus, so 
really, if students are fed up with the presence 
of drugs on this campus, they need to follow 
through and use the tip line,” said Pitkin. 
“They can remain anonymous and they can 
help a drug bust happen any day.”

Pitkin is also ready and willing to help any-
one who’s dealing with drugs or other issues, 
and while he could never keep it a secret if 
someone is currently dealing drugs, he could 
help students deal with it if it’s in the past. 
“This lifestyle can feel like a trap, and while 
the behavior is clearly wrong, and must be 
stopped, sometimes the students getting 
caught up in it need help,” said Pitkin.

PHOTO BY CAT STRAUME 

EMILY GARVIN 
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Equipped with an undercover cop and an 
administration desperate to remove drugs 
from their school, Redmond police officers 
arrested 11 students for dealing marijuana, 
heroin, methamphetamine, cocaine, and an 
array of illegal prescription drugs on Febru-
ary 19. To some, these arrests were a surprise, 
but to most, it was anything but shocking.

“I wasn’t really shocked that much because 
I knew there were a lot of drugs going around, 
but I didn’t know it was meth and cocaine 
and stuff like that though,” junior Malina 
Najera said, who transferred from Redmond 
High School last semester. Najera still stays 
in contact with many students at Redmond 
High, who weren’t surprised by the drug bust 
either. Najera said she knows three of the stu-
dents arrested.

According to KOMO News, the students 
who were arrested were all underage, includ-
ing two 15-year-olds, six 16-year-olds, and 
three 17-year-olds.

According to Redmond High School Prin-
cipal Jane Todd, in an email sent out to 
Redmond High School parents, the students 
were arrested during school hours, during a 
planned lockdown drill. The 11 students were 
arrested in class, in front of their peers, and 
marched down the hall in handcuffs.

Officer Harold Britton said this was done 
for the economics of it—with all the students 
in one place at one time—but more impor-
tantly, “it sent a solid message throughout the 
student body that if you are involved in drug 
deals, the community will not tolerate such 
activity and there will be consequences.”

“It was certainly a successful operation; 
they apprehended a lot of dealers,” said In-
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The Winter Olympics have come 
to an end, and while many Vikings 
were busy watching the Giant Sla-
lom, speed skating, or the Canada 
vs. USA hockey game, others were 
busy watching the captivating 
game of curling, the official win-
ter sport of Canada. Though this 
year’s Olympics seemed to show 
more curling than ever before, 
many people still don’t appreciate 
and/or know the fundamentals of 
this emerging sport. Some people 
refuse to watch curling because it 
is allegedly lame, or simply be-
cause it is a Canadian thing. Oth-
ers are confused by the brooms and 
the stones, often relating the scor-
ing system of curling to a game of 
darts. The game, though, is much 
more complex and fascinating 
than others give it credit for.

Curling has so much to offer and 
provides everything that you could 

ask for in a sport, whether you en-
joy the fast paced action of a good 
sweeping session or the concentra-
tion that curling shares in common 
with a good golf game. And it’s so 
fun. Games that seem utterly bor-
ing to watch are usually fantastic 
pastimes to enjoy with a friend. 
And even if playing the sport 
doesn’t appeal to you, watching it 
should. 

But another thing that really gets 
people miffed is misunderstanding 
the rules. A curling team is made 
up of two sweepers, who sweep the 
ice in front of the stone to speed it 
either up or down, and a deliverer, 
who casts the stone (casting of the 
curling stone is called delivery). 
Each game has ten ends, and with-
in each end, both teams cast eight 
stones. After each team has cast 
its eight stones, the team with the 
stone closest to the center of the 
target wins the end, and gains ad-
ditional points for any stone they 
have closer to the center than the 
other team’s closest stone. Which-
ever team has the most points at 
the end of all ten ends wins the 
game. It’s simple really.

Despite how perfect and awe-
some it is, curling has not become 
well known in the United States 
the way it has in other places, such 
as Canada. But it is really just a 
matter of time before we come 
to appreciate this sport as much 
as our northern neighbors have. 

Opinion VALHALLA

Curling’s great migration: from Canada to America 
A mesmerizing sport of precision and skill

When you take a good look at 
curling, there really is something 
alluring for everybody. Curling 
incorporates the elements of so 
many different sports, that even an 
elderly shuffleboard fan could en-
joy a long spell in a curling bar.

Alot of skill and training goes into 
curling. With a sport that requires 
so much precision, it’s hard not to 
appreciate those who perform well 
in the sport. The fact is that a game 
such as curling takes lots of prac-
tice and dedication. Trying to slide 
a granite stone down a sheet of ice 
into the center of a target isn’t as 
easy as you might think.

What else about this game makes 
it so simply fantastic? Curling is 
wildly popular in Europe and 
Canada, and is probably the best 
sport ever played. It combines the 
precision of figure skating with 
the family-friendly atmosphere of 
bowling. Curling is fun for people 
of all ages in the sense that nearly 
anyone can partake. More popular 
sports such as bowling, ice skat-
ing, shuffleboard, and darts add 
properties to curling, making it all 
the more enjoyable. 

Since we don’t live in Canada, 
there aren’t many curling bars in 
our area, but I know if I were given 
the opportunity, I would definitely 
try this mesmerizing sport of pre-
cision and skill. 

From the Editors’ Desk 
Censorship vital on social-networking sites 
If you have ever had an interview for a job, you 

know how impersonal the entire process can be. You 
dress professionally, answer questions based on what 
the employer wants to hear, and omit anything that 
could jeopardize your chances of being hired. Imag-
ine, though, if on your resume, you included those 
risqué photos of yourself or copies of your profanity-
ridden posts that are on your social networking pages. 
It seems unlikely that you would want to hand your 
potential employer something that would diminish 
his/her opinion of you. Because employers are using 
social networking sites more frequently however; if 
you want these pictures of you, and other personal 
information private, you might want to clean up your 
social networking site before your next interview.

According to a survey by CareerBuilder, 45 percent 
of employers use social networking sites, such as Fa-
cebook and Twitter, as determining factors for hiring 
someone. This means that, yes, all of your written 
posts or status updates containing profanity, or any of 
your photos taken from that party you went to involv-
ing some not-so-legal activities, are at the fingertips 
of your potential employer.

We high school students seem to have a false sense 
of security of what is acceptable to display on the 
internet. Once seen as taboo, half-nude and nearing 
pornographic pictures are posted with regularity by 
some students. What some of us seem to forget is 
how easy content can spread on the internet and how 

fast it can be circulated.
Employers aren’t looking to hire someone who 

is going to be a poor addition to the work environ-
ment. Therefore, anyone who could possibly bring 
in unneeded drama, or could make other employees 
uncomfortable, will likely be turned away from the 
job. In fact, 53 percent of the cited reasons for not 
hiring someone based on their Facebook pages were 
because of lewd content and photos posted. 

Let’s face it; teenagers are already at a severe disad-
vantage on the job market to their experienced adult 
competitors. In this economy, especially, employers 
are looking for experienced and well-rounded em-
ployees, not lewd or party-crazed teenagers. 

With our chances of being hired already handi-
capped because of our age and more experienced 
competition, we need to be careful not to give em-
ployers any more reason not to hire us. 

So how about it? Let’s make an effort to filter what 
we publish for the world to see on the internet. Next 
time you feel the need to write about how drunk you 
were last weekend, or the next time you take sugges-
tive photos with your friends, keep them off of the 
internet. 

You never know what things you post on the inter-
net will resurface. Your decision made in haste today 
to post something on the internet may come back to 
haunt you at a job interview tomorrow. 

Curlers diligently working on their skills. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF NIMG.SULEKHA.COM 
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Valhalla Policy
Our Mission Statement: The Valhalla’s mission is to provide 
the LSHS community with a quality, thought-provoking pub-
lication. In these efforts, the Valhalla has established several 
open forums for the exchange of information, opinions, and 
artistic expression dedicated to those in the LSHS commu-
nity. 

Editorials: The editorial section of the Valhalla serves as a fo-
rum for well-written, thoughtful, longer forms of expression. 
Signed editorials represent the opinions of the author(s). Un-
signed editorials represent the opinion of the majority of the 
Valhalla staff. Views printed here are meant to be opinionated 
and/or persuasive, but do not necessarily represent the opin-
ions of the student body, administration, or school board. 

Letters to the Editor: The Valhalla will generally print as 
many letters as space allows each issue. Letters must include 
the author’s name, signature, and class or position relative to 
the school. Typed or legibly handwritten letters are accept-
able, but none should be more than 400 words. The Valhalla 
reserves the right to edit all letters for space, accuracy, spell-
ing, and grammar. We reserve the right to refuse to print any 
letters. Submit letters to room 303, or email them to lshs-
valhalla@hotmail.com. Letters submitted by email should be 
pasted into the body of the message. We reserve the right to 
print all letters submitted, either in person or electronically.
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New opinion forming on cafeteria TVs 
The TVs in the Commons are not as pointless as some may assume

MADELINE HEFFERNAN 

When I first saw the four new televisions in the 
cafeteria, I wanted to hate them. I wanted to hate 
those TVs with every fiber of my soul. Some teach-
ers don’t even have proper projector screens, and 
our administration was spending money on four ex-
pensive television screens?--Four expensive televi-
sion screens for the cafeteria, where no one has any 
reason to watch television. What wasn’t to hate?

However, I did eventually discover that the money 
couldn’t have gone towards projector screens be-
cause the televisions were bought as a part of the 
cafeteria remodel fund that had begun years before. 
The ASB students who had requested the televisions 
graduated the previous year, so no current Viking 
had much to do with purchasing them.

STAFF REPORTER STAFF REPORTER

I also discovered that the TVs weren’t bought alone, they were actually part of a whole 
technological upgrade for the cafeteria. This included the drop-down screens, projectors, 
and internet hook-ups.

Now, don’t think I was completely discouraged by this new information. I still thought 
the TVs were a bit useless. I couldn’t think of a possible use for those televisions that 
would justify the cost. What could students and staff possibly use the TVs for? Ads that 
no one at lunch is going to watch? VTV, which would just add to the noise?

Then I got more information...again. As it turns out, one of the main reasons for the TVs 
wasn’t even for the student body, but for the community. People from Lake Stevens often 
use our cafeteria for presentations, teacher training days, and other such things, and they 
could greatly benefit from new screens and a new system.

Suffice to say, my hatred buzz was somewhat killed.
So, the televisions may not be as bad as I originally supposed. Which in a way is a 

bit of a shame, since, as a repressed teenager, I have to let my pent-up emotions out on 
something.

Through this enlightening journey, my slightly misguided anger has become just a bit 
of annoyance, because I’m still not entirely sold on the idea. True, they weren’t as useless 
as I thought, but four brand-new flat screens, and two projectors with drop-down screens 
still seems a bit extravagant, especially when they don’t currently seem to be having 
much of an impact on the student body.

Four new tvs surround the commons PHOTO BY TIFFANY LAGANT 

Also, of all the times to give students the opportunity to watch TV, why does it have to 
be during our one sanctioned period for social interaction? Lunch is the one time during 
the school day which isn’t filled with pencils, homework, Nova specials, or dry erase 
markers, so the bright shiny lights from the flat-screens shouldn’t tempt us away from 
actual human connection.

Now, I know that the ASB from long ago requested the money from the district, but 
what if it hadn’t? The district would have more money to spend on other projects. Or 
perhaps we could have bought only two TVs and spent some of the extra money on put-
ting stall doors on the cafeteria bathrooms? Or perhaps simply making those bathrooms 
slightly less terrifying?. I think either would count as a cafeteria remodel.

However, as misuse of funding goes, the district’s indirect purchase of the TVs is no-
where near the worst spending decision (that might have to go to whoever decided to 
paint our school green). But that doesn’t mean I like the televisions. I merely tolerate 
them.

Why we should care about nuclear power 
Nuclear power is more efficient than we would believe 

TYLER IRWIN 

A big focus for 
many people in the 
U.S. is the drive 
to “go green,” and 
with that comes in-
creasing numbers 
of people recycling, 
driving hybrids, 
and trying to cut 
back on waste. Be-
yond what we can 
do today, though, 
people are search-STAFF REPORTER STAFF REPORTER

ing for new energy sources that will lower our depen-
dence on foreign oil and coal. What many people fail 
to realize is that there is an already viable option at our 
hands that has been tried and tested for use in a modern 
setting; nuclear power.   

Nuclear power is generated in reactors in which at-
oms of various elements, usually Uranium-235, are 
bombarded with neutrons to cause their nucleus to split 
into two. This creates two smaller nuclei of different 
elements, and releases more neutrons, causing a chain 
reaction in which atoms split. This reaction continues 
releasing massive amounts of energy. The energy re-
leased is then converted into thermal energy, which 
heats water up and subsequently turns it to steam. The 
steam is used to power a large turbine and create elec-
tricity.  

With nuclear power already in use throughout the 
world, and because it does not require the use of dams 
or windmills, one would wonder why the U.S. is mov-
ing towards less use of nuclear power. Critics of nucle-
ar energy say that this form of energy is unsafe, citing 
famous catastrophic meltdowns such as Chernobyl. A
large of number of people also believe the power is un-
safe simply because they have no other opinion than 
what is shown in popular culture, such as the nuclear 
power plant in the Simpson’s which portrays nuclear 
power as unsafe and unethical. 

However, situations such as Chernobyl are almost al-
ways the result of workers or the governing body of the 
location of the reactor, failing to follow safety guide-

lines. As far as “The Simpsons” goes, one should never 
form his/her opinion because of a television show that 
relies on satire.

Carbon emissions, which are believed to cause Global 
Warming by those who believe in it, are also far less 
prevalent in nuclear power plants. Carbon emissions 
are produced by many of our current energy production 
techniques. Because the uranium used in the reaction is 
not burned, it does not contribute to the depletion of the 
ozone layer like oil burning energy types, and doesn’t 
release the carbon emissions that burning coal does. 
While nuclear energy produces waste in the form of by-
product from the reaction, the waste is usually stored 
away until it reaches safe levels of radioactivity where 
it can be subsequently used for numerous uses, depend-
ing on the type of waste. There are even some plants 
currently in design phases, which would be able to run 
off of the waste produced by other plants. Some plants 
currently in operation produce no waste because they 

An artist uses his/ her sense of humor to put nuclear power in a positive light. 

run off of a fuel that has little to no byproduct from the 
reaction. Nuclear power is also a cheap way to produce 
energy in comparison to coal and oil. While a new plant 
does require the spending of billions of dollars to pro-
duce uranium for use in the plant and maintaining is 
much less than the cost of running plant that uses coal 
and is of comparable size and production.

Despite all of the positives and the bright future for 
a world that could be powered by nuclear power, peo-
ple seem to still ignore it in favor of renewable energy 
sources, which are less efficient or nowhere near de-
veloped enough to be viable options for mass energy 
production in the near future. For this reason I must ask 
all who read this to open their minds and realize the po-
tential nuclear power has. It has the potential to signifi-
cantly decrease our dependence on foreign resources, 
while reducing our carbon footprint.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LAIROFTHEBEAR.COM 
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Snow season leaves us bitterly disappointed 
Poor snowfall leaves the slopes with little to enjoy

ART BY ANAIS MENDEZ 

SARAH RUIZ 

Our days of hitting the slopes will soon be over, another 
SPORTS EDITOR SPORTS EDITOR

ski and snowboard season gone, yet it feels like just yes-
terday the passes opened and students were packing up 
to take The Sultan Shuttle to spend a day at the moun-
tains. This season definitely came and went too quickly. 

Although I am by no means a “pro” at snowboarding, this 
season seemed to be a disappointment. 

Two years before this, with the snow continuing well 
into Spring Break, there was an abundance of snow on the 
slopes. I only started snowboarding last year, but this year 
could not even compare to the snow from last year.

When I went up to the mountains for the first time this 
season, I was certainly excited. But my excitement was 
short lived as I saw the condition of the snow. Ice seemed 
more prominent than snow did, and the runs did not seem 
as well groomed as the year before. 

While I have limited experience, the season that I was so 
excited for was a letdown. I kept waiting and waiting for 
good reports at Stevens Pass, but never heard of conditions 
that justified spending my money.

While Stevens Pass was ranked #5 overall in Washington 
overall this year, it seems I am not the only person who felt 
disappointment about this season at Stevens.

Sophomores Mattie Quigley and Kari Green often go up 
to the slopes together. Green owns a cabin at Stevens Pass, 
near the slope “Brooks”, and she and Quigley were fre-
quent riders this season and for the past seasons. 

“There hasn’t been a lot of snowfall. I’ve had, like, one 
powder day. Yeah [it was a disappointment] but still good, 
better than a couple years ago when there was no snow,” 
Green said. 

Many of the diehard skiers and boarders I know seemed 

to slow down this season, not wanting to waste their mon-
ey on slopes that weren’t worthy. Seeing as Stevens seems 
to be the most popular pass among students, and with less 
people this season, it is safe to say that Stevens was not as 
exciting this season as previous seasons. With the average 
base snow coverage lower than previous years, the slopes 
lacked one thing in particular, snow. Chalk it up to global 
warming if you like, but considering that the East Coast 
seems to be hogging all the snow this year, I would have to 
just go with us being on the unlucky side of the states. 

Hopefully next season we will see a hearty snowfall and 
we will be able to enjoy the slopes once again. The idea 
that, perhaps, our snowfall will continue to become lower 
and lower is depressing because there is nothing better 
than spending a day on the mountain with friends.I may 
have been waving goodbye to the slopes long before the 
season was over due to lack of snow, but I already cannot 
wait for next year. My fingers will remain crossed for a 
gust of cold during those winter months that will bring 
the snow down upon Washington, for there truly could not 
be a better use of snow than to shred down it. This season 
may have been a bust, but with seasons as nice as they 
were the two years before, it seems greedy to expect a per-
fect one again. Maybe that means next year will make up 
for the poor snowfall this season.

Ohno owns the Olympics 
move and to plan how to take the lead.

ANAIS MENDEZ 
STAFF REPORTER STAFF REPORTER

After about his sixth lap, Ohno makes it 
appear seemingly easy to pass the other 

At this year’s 2010 Winter Olympics, skaters as they come around the last few 
Apolo Ohno speed-skated onto screen and turns. 
into hearts of Americans. By the closing “I admire how much effort and dedica-
ceremony, the short track speed skater was tion he puts into what he does,” said senior 
an eight-time Olympic medalist and Amer- Audra Connolly.At the recent Olympics, 
ican hero. Ohno’s most frequent competitors were the 

Throughout his career, Ohno has won South Korean speed skaters. Throughout 
two gold medals, two silver medals, and the competition, Ohno was almost always 
four bronze medals. face to face with these intense competi-

Though Ohno was recognized by the tors. In one unforgettable qualifying race, 
United States Olympic Committee as the Ohno raced two Canadians and two Ko-
Male Athlete of the Month in October of reans. Luckily, though, Ohno successfully 
2003 and March 2008, he was relatively took the bronze. At our school, Ohno has 
unknown until this year’s Olympics. encouraged students through his Olympic 

Ohno competed in his first Olympic event success.
in 2002, in Salt Lake City, Utah. Born and “I think that he’s a great all-American 
raised in The Pacific Northwest, Apolo speed skater,” said sophomore Sarah Bol-
spent his childhood travelling between his ton.
home in Seattle and his training facility in America’s newest hero, will hopefully be 
Vancouver. representing us for years to come.

Ohno exhibits a unique speed skating “I think he’s cool and I’m glad he is not 
style. He often begins near last place in represting anyone else,” said sophomore 
order to better observe how his opponents Shawna Howard.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.ALASKASWORLD.COM/NEWSROOM/ASNEWS/IMAGES/APOLO_CLOSEUP.JPG 

Hiking Washington with Jackson 
Senior Jackson Lee has great ideas for good spots to hike over spring break

JACKSON LEE 
CONTRIBUTING EPORTER RCONTRIBUTING REPORTER

This 5 mile trail outside of Index, 
winds through old growth forests, 
alongside a river, and passes three dis-
tinct waterfalls. After traveling ¼ of a 
mile on a gravel road to start the hike, 
you enter an old growth forest which 
goes along the river’s edge. Benches 
alongside the river, allow hikers to sit 
down and take in the scenery. The trail 
then veers away from the river and 
begins to steepen. Roughly 1.5 miles 
into the hike you reach the lower falls. 
If you are carrying a camera, this is 
a good place to take photos both of 
the lower falls and the larger middle 
falls seen in the background. From the 
lower falls rest area, proceed on the 
trail and reach the middle falls at 2.2 
miles. At the viewpoint, you can feel the mist created by the plummeting 265 
feet waterfall. Another 1/2 mile beyond is the upper falls. Though not quite 
as impressive as the middle falls, it is well worth the 500 ft. climb to the top. 
For more information and driving directions go to www.wta.org.

His #1 Pick 
Heather Lake, located at the base of 

Mt. Pilchuck, was one of my favor-
ite hikes I took this winter. There is 
an abundance of water flowing out 
of the lake’s outlets during this time 
of year. As a result, you are crossing 
small streams continuously through-
out your ascension to the subalpine 
lake. The trail passes a series of good 
sized waterfalls which are surrounded 
by towering old growth cedars. Two 
miles into the hike, you emerge from 
the wooded section and Heather Lake 
comes into view. Standing at the shore 
of the ice covered lake, the stark beau-
ty of the scene, with its jagged rock 
formations looming stoically above 
and the tranquility of the frozen lake, 
overcomes you. A continuation of the 

main trail circumnavigates the lake and is something I highly suggest doing. 
This ethereal landscape is only 20 miles out of Lake Stevens and a great hike to 
take over spring break. 

PHOTO BY JACKSON LEE 

PHOTO BY JACKSON LEE 
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Cheerleaders do more than cheer, they represent the school 

The school cheerleaders can be easily recognized for ex-
hibiting Fearless Pride. 

“I think we [have] a good effect on everyone because, 
even though we’re not out there scoring the points, in the 
end, if we have a positive attitude, we can make a differ-
ence and make people feel better about something,” said 
cheer squad member, junior Page Thompson. Thompson 
has cheered for LSJA for the last three years, though this is 
her first year of high school cheer.

When the crowd’s attention starts to drift, and spirit be-
gins to falter, it’s up to the cheerleaders to energize the 
crowd.

“When the crowd is losing interest, we do crowd in-
volvement cheers like ‘The Funky Chicken’ and the ‘Jump, 
Shake Your Booty’. The crowd loves cheers like that so it 
helps keep them excited about the game,” said cheerleader, 
junior Kelsi Partington. 

When they joined the squad, the girls had to learn a cheer, 
dance, and a chant. The girls then had to make up their 
own cheer and perform it for the graduating seniors, fol-
lowed by answering a question about why they wanted to 
be a cheerleader. They were also asked interview questions 
to test how well they could react on their feet. There are 
numerous qualities an individual must have to be a cheer-
leader. 

“Some qualities you have to have [include] to be com-
fortable with yourself and, probably, memorizing because 
there’s a lot of cheers. But a lot of it comes after you join 
the team. I wasn’t very outgoing before I joined, but now 
that I have, I have a lot more confidence and I’m able to go 
out and talk to more people and stuff,” said Thompson.

In addition to having these qualities, being a cheerleader 
takes a good chunk of time. The girls meet to practice twice 
a week in the beginning of the season for two hours each. 
They meet on Mondays as the season comes to a close. But 
when they’re not at practice, they’re cheering at a wrestling 

JORY WEISSERT 
STAFF REPORTER STAFF REPORTER

match, football game, or basketball game. The cheerlead-
ers go to games year round to cheer on their school and 
show their pride. 

“To be a cheerleader, you need [have] school spirit and 
dedication. You need to be peppy and loud and be able 
to clear your schedule at the drop of a hat if a last minute 
event comes up. Either your whole heart’s in it or not,” 
said Partington.

The girls’ spirits have definitely been noticed around 
school.

“The cheerleaders really get the crowd excited. The way 
they’re able to get in front of everyone is inspiring,” said 
sophomore Josiah Williams.  

Cheerleaders can have a positive impact on the student 
body, but some students have mixed feelings about the 
squad. 

“I love how dedicated they are when it comes to Purple 
and Gold Fridays and games. The only problem I have with 
them is that they aren’t so great at cheering as a squad,” 
said sophomore Hailey Olsen.

Some take an even more critical view of the cheerlead-
ers.

“They may know some gymnastics but they need more 
pep to their step,” said junior Holly Lian. 

When people think of a cheerleader, a stereotype often 
comes to mind.

“Yeah, a lot of people make jokes about dumb blond 
cheerleaders. [But] a lot of us are really smart. And they 
say we’re ‘tan-orexic’ and we all tan too much,” said 
Thompson. “But a lot of us don’t tan that much, and people 
like me are really pale.” 

Fellow cheerleader Partington doesn’t think that that de-
rogatory stereotype fits the squad.

“I feel like our squad this year is so diverse,” said Par-
tington. “Each girl is so different that a single stereotype 
cannot be placed on us.”

There are many benefits that come from being a part of 
the squad. 

Cheerleaders pumping up the crowd at a school assembly. 
PHOTO BY CAT STRAUME 

“It’s definitely a confidence booster and it’s really great 
to be part of your school. The reason that I joined was that 
I could be more active in my school,” said Thompson

The greatest benefit for Thompson, though, is all of the 
new friends she has made. 

“When I started, I wasn’t friends with any of the girls, but 
now they’re, like, my best friends,” said Thompson.

Bizarre sports that break the “norm” 
Man vs. Horse: Some people can beat all of their human friends in 

a footrace, but how about racing a horse across a 22 mile trek? Ev-
ery June in Llanwrtyd Falls, Wales, competitors lace up their running 

shoes with ambitions of defeating a horse in a near marathon-length race. The 
races have been held since 1987, and a human competitor has only won twice, 
once in 2004 and the other time in 2007. The race typically takes runners just 
over two hours to complete, and the horse typically wins by about 10 minutes. 
Cyclists are also allowed to race the horse, however, the cyclists times do not count 
if they defeat the horse.

Extreme Ironing: According to the official website of Extreme Ironing, “Extreme 
Ironing is the latest danger sport that combines the thrills of an extreme outdoor ac-
tivity with the satisfaction of a well pressed shirt.” Extreme Ironing involves taking 
an iron and board to a remote location and ironing. Some of the recommended 
locations include; on top of mountains, in a canoe, or even while skydiving. 
The sport began on a bright sunny day in Leicester, England, when one man 
decided to combine the everyday task of ironing with rock climbing. The 
new steamy sport began to spread throughout the world, and in 2002 the 
first World Championship of Extreme Iron-
ing was held in Germany. Participation in 
Extreme Ironing can happen anywhere and, 
while the sport is still underground, no offi-
cial leagues have been set up yet. However, 
“The Guinness Book of World Records” rec-
ognizes records for Extreme Ironing, includ-
ing a record of 86 divers ironing underwater 
for a 10-minute period. 

Zorbing: There is no better way to under-
stand Zorbing than to imagine putting yourself into a giant hamster sphere and rolling down 
a hill. The sport was first established in New Zealand when two inventors came up with the 
idea for a ball in which people ride in and then roll down hills. They called their invention 

TYLER IRWIN 
STAFF REPORTER STAFF REPORTER

the “Zorb” and, thus, the sport of Zorbing was born. The Zorb balls are made out of transpar-
ent flexible plastic, with two spheres separated by a layer of air to protect the rider from the 
bumps he/she will hit while rocketing down hills. Unfortunately, there are only three Zorbing 

hills in the United States. And with the closest in Tennessee, Zorbing isn’t a 
sport practiced in our region.

Shin Kicking: According to the Official Shin Kicking website, Shin Kicking’s 
motto is, “If it ain’t broke, you’re not kicking hard enough.” Begun in 1612, 

Shin Kicking is a very simple sport; kick your opponent in the shins until they 
fall over and can’t get up. Some bouts have lasted for close to 45 minutes, as the 
competitors bashed in each other’s shins all for a little glory. Competitors at the 
Cotswold Olympics compete in the sport every year on the first Friday of June, 
near Gloucestershire, England. The only safety equipment that can be worn on the 

shins is a pair of pants stuffed with straw. The sport has received a generous 
amount of attention recently as the SKAB (Shin Kicking Accosiation of 
Britain) pushes to include Shin Kicking in the 2012 Summer Olympics, to 
celebrate Shin Kicking being a sport for 400 years.

Cheese Rolling: If you love the taste of cheese and would like to win a 
free, seven-pound wheel of Gloucester Cheese, then head over to Glouces-
ter, England during its annual Cheese Rolling Festival. To win the cheese, 

you must be the first person to reach the bot-
tom of a steep, rough, and often muddy hill. 
The race, which may sound easy at first, is 
more daunting once you realize that it is run 
with the cheese getting a one second head 
start, and that 20 racers are all chasing after 
the cheese. Injury is commonplace because 
of falling competitors who can be stepped on 

or tripped by other out of control racers. The cheese can even injure 
people within the vicinity, which it did in 2007 when the cheese went on an erratic course off 
of the hill and injured a spectator at the bottom of the hill.

ART BY ASHLEIGH BORTLES 
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Good Job Varsity Basketball! 
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Take a trip to the “Plastic Beach” 

BRITTON NESHEIM 
DESIGN EDITOR DESIGN EDITOR

It has been five years since the release of 
“Demon Days,” but on March 8, 2010, The 
Gorillaz came back to invite us on a trip 
to the “Plastic Beach”. In 1998, Damon 
Albarn set out to try his luck with a small 
experimental project. Albarn, already the 
front man of several projects, including the 
Britpop megaband “Blur,” took an interest 
in creating a new type of cartoon band. 

The band includes an array of characters: 
2D front man and vocals of The Gorillaz 
(voiced by Damon Albarn,) Murdoc, a sa-
tanic anarchist who can slap a bass like no 
other, Russell, a towering drummer who at 
a young age was possessed by an occasion-
ally rapping ghost, and Noodle, a small, 
Japanese speaking lead guitarist for the 
band. Combining his talents as a singer/
songwriter with other brilliant musicians 
who take the roles of the cartoon aliases, 
Albarn shaped his new band, The Gorillaz. 
Twelve years later, after various musical 
fads came and went, Albarn stays true to 
his off-beat experimental ideas with which 
he began. 

Right off the bat, listeners can notice the 
different approach Albarn took in “Plastic 
Beach.” From the get-go, Albarn wanted 
“Plastic Beach” to be the The Gorillaz’s 
most pop-based album yet.

“I’m making this one the most pop record 
I’ve ever made in many ways,” said Al-
barn in an interview from The Guardian’s 
official website. Don’t let that fool you, 
though; the album includes plenty of rap, 
electronic, and that good old indescribable 
Gorillaz sound that keeps us coming back 
for more.

There are 16 tracks on “Plastic Beach,” 
and two bonus songs included on the 
iTunes Deluxe Edition. Each song has its 
own unique sound and genre, continuing 
The Gorillaz tradition of taking the best 
of all genres and adding a Gorillaz touch. 
“Plastic Beach” will take you from orches-

tra pieces (inspired by the same melan-
choly used in Albarn’s live action produc-
tion idea “Carousal”), to electro-house, to 
Arabic-influenced rap.

The first released single, “Stylo,” has al-
ready been aired over the radio. It’s a basic 
synth song that harkens back to some of the 
styles of the late 80s electro bands, and fea-
ture artists Mos Def and Bobby Womack. 

Featuring artists are common for The 
Gorillaz because the people who work on 
each song often change. Surprisingly, rap-
per Snoop Dogg is featured in this album, 
a step in a strange direction for The Goril-

PHOTO COURTESY OF ALBUMLEAKS.BLOGSPOT.COM 

laz. Love him or hate him, though, the song 
works well. 

For people who have already heard the 
album, tracks like “On Melancholy Hill,” 
“Rhinestone Eyes,” and “Glitter Freeze” 
are gaining popularity. However, it’s nearly 
impossible to tack any of its songs as ‘the 
best song’ due to the varied sounds of its 
music. 

The Gorillaz may not be for everyone, 
and the minor pop factor in “Plastic Beach” 
may deter some from listening, but the love 
for music that Albarn and so many others 
put into this new album is undeniable. 

TOP TEN 

10. Crying
 9. Learning the Na’vi language 

syntax
  8. Wearing the same pair of sweats 

the entire week
 7. Fertilizing new crops on 

Farmville™
 6. “Law and Order” marathon with 

Mom
 5. Romance novels and Häagen-Dazs
 4. Painting ceramics with 

grandparents
 3. Combing the lake looking for 

bikini-clad ladies
  2. Actually doing homework
 1. LARPing in the forest… alone

Most pathetic ways to
 spend Spring Break 

The reality of reality TV
ALICIA TERRY 

PHOTOGRAPHY

With infomercials, web pop-ups, 
ANAGER MPHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

With infomercials, web pop-ups, 
and junk mail, you would think 
that the mass media couldn’t get 
any worse. But just as cheesy peo-
ple create infomercials, plainly 
distasteful people produce reality 
television; the brain sucker that 
warps reality into entertainment. 
New reality TV shows, includ-
ing “Bad Girls Club” and “Jersey 
Shore”, are a completely differ-
ent breed than the original real-
ity TV shows, such as the “The 
Biggest Loser” and “Survivor 
Man”. These reality T.V. series 
are scripted to be more eventful 
and exciting than what actually 
happens in reality.

“[The] jokes are penned for 
hosts, banter for judges. Plot 
points and narrative arcs are de-
veloped. In some cases, lines are 
fed directly to contestants,” said 
Washington Post writer William
Booth. 

When people flip through the 
thousands of channels on televi-
sion and land on VH1 or MTV, 
they fall victim to the epicenters 
of reality TV. They see girls get-
ting in fights over unconfirmed 
gossip, yanking on each others’
hair, and pathetically slapping 

VALHALLA

An enriching 
experience 
BEAU CASTILLO 
MANAGING DITOR EMANAGING EDITOR

When it comes to being culturally en-
lightened, I fall short. For that reason, I 
was hesitant to accompany the students 
who had signed up to go see the opera, 
“Falstaff.” Frankly, the idea of spending 
my night watching a performance in Ital-
ian had no allure. 

But after entertaining the idea for a while, 
I signed up to attend the performance at 
McCaw Hall. In all honesty, I had gone 
there expecting the opera to be humorless 
and confusing. From the opening scene, 
though, I knew that I was under the wrong 
impression about the opera. The story line 
was witty and fascinating, the performance 
was easy to follow, and I was laughing 
throughout the entire event. Every expec-
tation I had was met, to say the least. I 
couldn’t have asked for a better first expe-
rience with an opera.

For many students who attended the 
field trip, “Falstaff” was their first opera 
as well. In spite of her initial uncertainty 
about what the show would be like, junior 
Marlene Pierce felt that “Falstaff” was, “a 
great way to be introduced to opera. I never 
thought that I would like it, but I did.”

For all who chose not to attend “Falstaff,” 
all I can say is that they missed out on a 
great performance. The experience was 
well worth the inexpensive ticket price 
of $20. And while I have no idea how the 
Seattle Opera Company is going to outdo 
“Falstaff,” that doesn’t mean it isn’t pos-
sible. 

So come May, if the Opera Club decides 
to hold another field trip at McCaw Hall, it 
would be a mistake not to take advantage 
of the great opportunity. “I would recom-
mend it to my peers. It was fun, enjoyable, 
and affordable,” said Pierce. 

and screaming at each other all 
in an attempt to amuse the audi-
ence. While these shows may be 
enjoyable for anybody who likes 
turning his/her brain into mush, 
everyone should be aware that the 
reality TV shows they are watch-
ing are created by people who 
intentionally want to keep their 
viewers’ butts glued to the couch 
and eyes focused on the screen.

I’m sure that many teens at our 
school get their kicks out of big, 
burly, overly tanned men getting 
in bar fights and 
being praised 
for their newly 
awarded black 
eyes, but ju-
nior Vannessa 
Bruscas agrees 
that, “Real-
ity television 
is pointless.” 
When people 
take the time 
to relax and 
watch TV, they 
should at least 
watch a show 
with some sub-
stance, such as 
“Planet Earth” 

or “How It’s Made”.
Senior Nikolay Bertash thinks 

that reality TV depicts, “unbe-
lievable drama” that would never 
occur in real life. When writers 
of reality TV twist and distort 
reality, but tell people the events 
are all real, they are simply fool-
ing their viewers. Television that 
oozes with fake tans, outlandish 
conflicts, and more gossip than 
anyone needs in their lifetime, 
shouldn’t be the way someone 
view reality.
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Frabjous Day vs. Un-Birthday 
Tim Burton’s new Alice vs. Disney’s 1951 Alice in Wonderland
SADIE SCHWARZMILLER 

OPINION EDITOR OPINION EDITOR

On March 5, 2010, director Tim Burton’s 
version of “Alice in Wonderland” 
was released. Disney’s 
renowned 1951 coun-
terpart and Burton’s 
could hardly be more 
different, while still 
following the same 
general plot-- a 
young girl named 
Alice finds herself 
in a nonsensical 
world and must 
find her way about 
it. Despite their dif-
ferences, Burton’s 
does improve upon the 
old. 

The new movie blends 
animation with live action, 
such as in “WALL-E,” “Gar-
field” and “Avatar”. The 1951 ver-
sion was, of course, all Technicolor anima-
tion. Burton’s unique style comes through 
in every aspect of his movie, from the 
gates of Wonderland to the gardens of the 
Red Queen’s castle. It is artistically well-
done-- a CGI treat for the eyes.

Burton’s version takes place supposedly 
thirteen years after original author Lewis 
Carroll’s books, around the time of the re-
nowned Frabjous day from “Through the 
Looking Glass”, where Alice is nineteen-

years-old and returning to Wonderland. 
Frabjous Day is the day where the Red 

Queen and White Queen meet for 
the battle to decide who will 

be the supreme in Wonder-
land. Since her last visit, 

Wonderland has grown 
dangerous with the 
tyrannical rule of the 
Red Queen, played 
by Helena Bonham 
Carter.

The original mov-
ie has Alice falling 
into the rabbit hole 
after a white rabbit, 
escaping the lessons 

of her older sister. 
Burton’s movie has an 

older version of Alice es-
caping a marriage proposal 

from the very logical, very lame 
Hamish Ascot, who embodies everything 
Alice isn’t and strives not to be. 

While the old movie seemed like a series 
of events, with Alice simply going from one 
character to the next with little else con-
necting the story, Burton’s version gives a 
complete storyline and a deeper sense of 
each character. In the 1951 version, the 
Mad Hatter was just mad. Now he is Tar-
rant Hightopp, the Mad Hatter—played by 
Johnny Depp-- with a destruction-filled 

past and a taste for vengeance reserved for 
The Red Queen. 

Disney’s version also lacks a character 
who is quite important in the new movie- 
the White Queen, Mirana, sister of The Red 
Queen, played by Anne Hathaway. The 
Red Queen in Burton’s version appears to 
be a combination of The 
Red Queen of Disney’s 
and The Queen of 
Hearts, only using 
cards from the suit 
of Hearts for min-
ions and has a castle 
made of red and white 
hearts. Disney’s Red 
Queen controls all 
four suits 
of cards 
and is a 
combi-
nation of all of them. 

The 1951 movie was only 
concerned with Alice’s journey 
through Wonderland and was of little sig-
nificance, as it was supposed to be a fig-
ment of Alice’s imagination. The new 
movie leads you to believe that the world 
she finds herself in is quite real, and being 
dead in Wonderland means you’re actually 
dead, which helps the viewer be more con-
cerned over Alice’s fate. 

Also, Burton’s versions of the charac-

ters develop deeper relationships with one 
another. Alice actually becomes friends 
with the Hatter, and is sad when he leaves 
various times throughout the movie. The 
Cheshire Cat—Chessur-- is a cowardly 
cat who, looked-down on by the Hatter for 
previous events, strives to redeem himself. 

However, the old movie did follow Car-
roll’s storyline far better than Burton’s, 
which is something to be said for a movie-

adaptation of a book. The new movie is 
more of a mixture of Carroll’s “Al-
ice’s Adventures in Wonderland” and 

“Through the Looking Glass” and 
Tim Burton’s mind—definite-

ly not a bad thing, though, 
because the books were 
written in the 19th cen-
tury and could use some 
sprucing up. 
The new movie also 

lacks the large amount of 
singing that the old version 

had. Fortunately, though, it features 
music by Danny Elfman and a fantastic 
battle sequence between a Jabberwocky 
and the Champion of the White Queen, 
white chess pieces, and red playing cards. 

So, in just about every aspect, Burton has 
Disney beat with his new portrayal of Alice 
in Wonderland. 

PHOTO ART BY ALICIA TERRY 

“Box and Cox” rocks audience’s socks 

ANAIS MENDEZ 
STAFF REPORTER STAFF REPORTER

Edmonds Community College fundraiser was a huge hit at our high school 

On February 26, students from 
our school went to see the “Box 
and Cox”, a play put on by stu-
dents from the Edmonds Commu-
nity College drama club. 

“Box and Cox” was held at 
the college, as a fundraiser, with 
many other short plays to help the 
program raise money. The short 
plays were a success earning a 
sufficient to help its drama club, 
Edmonds Community College 
Theater Arts.

The student performers included
Chad Oswald as Cox, Adam Fish-
wood as Box, and Lake graduate 
Janice Fix as Mrs. Bouncer. 

Though “Box and Cox” was 
written in the 1700s, it is still 
considered to be a hilarious clas-
sic. The play starts out with the 
apartment tenant Cox complain-
ing to Mrs. Bouncer, the landlord, 
about how he noticed a few of his 
items missing from his room and 
a strong smell of cigarettes in his 
room.

After Cox leaves his apartment,
Box, another tenant in the same 
apartment, also com-
plains to Mrs. 
Bouncer about 
a similar 
thing.

Mrs. 
B o u n c e r 
comes up 
with a bril-
liant solu-
tion to 
m a k e 
e a s y
money.
M r s .
Bounc-
er real-
izes that 
she could 
easily have 
Box and 
Cox rent the 
same apart-
ment with-
out them 

ever finding out about each 
other if Cox was gone during 
night and Box was gone dur-
ing the night. 

Over the course of the play, 
Box and Cox inevitably find 

out about the presence of 
the other through a 

humorous series of 
events. 

“[The play] 
was really 
funny, I liked 
the actors. I 
thought they 
were really 
silly when 
Box and 

Cox would 
b a n t e r 
back and 
f o r t h , ” 
said ju-
n i o r
E m i l y
Scates.

Not 

many props were on stage, other 
than a bed and a fireplace. But in 
a way, the absence of props added 
to the play’s comical appeal. The 
actors improvised by pantomim-
ing the use of small things, like 
dice, coins, and even bacon. 

“The best props were the in-
visible coins and bacon,” said 
Scates.

The play was a success, many 
applauded as laughter filled the 
audience. 

“I really enjoyed it. I wish I 
could’ve seen it live at Edmonds 
Community College. It was really 
entertaining,” said junior Caitlin 
Fix. 

“I loved [Janice Fix’s] acting.
I’ve seen her in almost all her 
plays and she’s definitely im-
proved since high school,” said 
Caitlin Fix, of her sister.

All in all, the play was one that
many would definitely like to see 
again. 

PHOTO BY ALICIA TERRY 
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Mommy, where do Otter Pops come from? 
A brief and candid history of the world’s most beloved frozen snack
RESIDENT OTTER POP HISTORIAN 

JACOB
RESIDENT OTTER POP HISTORIAN

 BARTOLINI Europe in the Dark Ages. 
Then, most likely because The Otter Pops felt bad 

Otter Pops- the omnipresent, omnipotent colored for unleashing a disease that killed over half of the 
tubes of delicious juice that, for many, stir up happy European population in just four years, the Otters 
feelings of childhood summers gone by. Everyone has gave birth to the Renaissance. It is in this great era 
a favorite, whether it’s the lusty Louie Bloo Rasp- of rebirth that we began to see increased evidence of 
berry or the obsessive-compulsive Strawberry Short Otter Pop activity. In fact, many of the most famous 
Kook. However, the truly fascinating thing about Ot- works of art from this era contain hidden refer-
ter Pops can’t be found on the back of the 
box, in any book, or even on the internet. 
Throughout history, there has been no 
debate more heated and no question more 
pondered than the mystery of the Otter 
Pop. No one knew where they came from. 
However, recent findings show that the 
first evidence of the Otter Pops’ effect on 
civilization can be seen in Minoan frescoes 
at Knossos dating to around 1500 B.C. 
Small statues resembling Pancho Punch 
were found buried alongside human re-
mains in numerous grave sites around the 
Mediterranean, showing that the Otter 
Pops may have played a significant role in 
Bronze Age burial rituals in the area. Oth-
er figures depicting Little Orphan Orange, 
Sir Isaac Lime, and Alexander the Grape 
have also been unearthed in this region. 
From this point to about 27 B.C., the year 
that saw the beginning of the Roman 
Empire, the Otter Pops appeared to have 
dropped off of history’s radar. But with the 
dissolution of the Roman Republic came an oppor-
tunity for the aptly named “Alexander the Grape” to 
seize the reins of the most powerful political entity 
in human history. He remained in the shadows for 
nearly 300 years, controlling the affairs of The Em-
pire until he was finally ousted by Constantine in the 
early fourth century A.D. Little is known of Grape 
after this point, but many historians believe that he 
retreated to an underwater lair shared by the six 
original Otters. Furthermore, historians believe that 
this hideout may be the structure that gave rise to 
the myth of Atlantis. 
There is very little information on the Otter Pops 
after the fall of the Roman Empire. Some theorists 
believe the Otter Pops were behind the Crusades and 
possibly the Black Death that totally owned Western 

Then, as if out of nowhere, Archduke Franz Ferdi-
nand was assassinated in June of 1914, a heinous act 
perpetrated by none other than Louie Bloo Raspber-
ry. His hopes of causing international conflict were 
realized with the outbreak of World War I. This 
is a pivotal moment in Otter Pop history because it 
marks the climax of an ancient blood-feud between 
the Otter Pops and their bitter rivals, Fla-Vor-Ice. 

Recently uncovered archeological 
evidence showed signs of an Otter Pop 
and Fla-Vor-Ice presence at an ancient 
battle site. In just three short hours, the 
juices of over 50,000 Otter Pops were 
spilt. The Otter never forgave their bit-
ter enemy for this crushing defeat. 
World War I, in fact, was just a cover 
for the very real conflict between the 
Otter Pops and Fla-Vor-Ice. A conflict 
that boiled over at the end of World 
War II, when the Allies, secretly led 
by the Otter Pops, used atomic bombs 
to destroy two prominent Fla-Vor-Ice 
factories located in Japan. With Fla-
Vor-Ice defeated, the Otter Pops no 
longer shared a common enemy, and 
they turned on each other. 
So began the Cold War, named for the 
temperature of an Otter Pop fresh from 
the freezer. This war marked the dark-

Artist Darius Solomon’s rendition of the gift of Otter Pops to man ART BY DARIUS SOLOMON est point in Otter Pop history. Pancho 

ences to these majestic freeze pops. The most famous 
example of this can be found in Michelangelo’s, 
“Creation of Adam,” from the ceiling of the Sistine 
Chapel. Traditionally, art historians have believed 
that this work depicted God giving life to Adam. 
But, on closer inspection, with the latest, super-
advanced technologies, art historians have found 
that God is actually handing Adam an Otter Pop. It 
is also believed that The Otters had a hand in guiding 
Christopher Columbus to the Americas; just because 
they could. 
Once more, the Otter Pops slipped back into ob-
scurity, appearing only to cause the American and 
French Revolutions, the Civil War, and several other 
noteworthy historical events, such as the invention 
of the zeppelin. 

Punch, Sir Isaac Lime, and Little Orphan 
Orange aligned themselves with the forces of capital-
ism while Louie Bloo Raspberry, Strawberry Short 
Kook, and Alexander the Grape sided with the Reds. 
It was a long and bitter conflict that the Otters have 
not yet fully recovered from, a conflict which left 
the world forever changed. But the end of 
the Cold War saw a victory for capitalism, 
and that’s why today we find delicious, 
sweet Otter Pops, the frozen nectar of life, 
mass-produced and sold by the hundreds 
in nearly every grocery store in the known 
universe. Decades of near-nuclear apoca-
lypse seem a small price to pay for a guar-
anteed supply of the world’s most precious 
frozen food item. 

Darius Solomon combines art and entrepreneurship 
KAILA ALFORD

 NEWS EDITOR  NEWS EDITOR

Senior Darius Solomon knows that it’s tough to 
not spot him in the crowded hallways.

“I’m tall, just a bit,” said Solomon. 
At 6 feet 8 inches tall, Solomon made quite the 

understatement. But behind the gentle giant exte-
rior is a talented guy with a vision unlike any other. 
Solomon is gifted in drawing, and is rarely seen 
without a sketchbook.

“I kind of draw based off of reality, but putting 
my own twist on it,” said Solomon.

Taking a look through Solomon’s sketchbook 
is in fact like taking a glimpse inside his mind--
drawings of everything from monsters to his inter-
pretation of the Mona Lisa. Many of his drawings 
incorporate the acronym NZF.

“It stands for New Zealand ’s Finest. It could 
be the name of my company, said Solomon who 
doesn’t exactly know the meaning behind it. “It 
kind of rolls off the tongue.”

Solomon hopes to use his design skills to one day 
start a company which prints his designs on every-
thing from t-shirts to coffee mugs. Solomon would 
like to use his artistic giftin other aspects of media 
as well.

“I’d want to draw album covers,” said Solomon. 
“Creating gallery art would be cool, with all of my 
drawings and paintings.”

Much of Solomon’s skills can be attributed 
to what he has learned from taking art classes 
throughout high school. But Solomon’s education 
hasn’t solely been based in Lake Stevens , or even 
in Washington .

“I was born in Washington D.C. , but I’ve lived 
in Queens , New York , Seattle, and Woodinville,” 

he said.
Solomon has returned 

to New York many times 
since his family’s move out 
west, but has come to enjoy 
his life in Lake Stevens . 

Aside from art, Solomon 
likes to play video games 
with friends. Along with 
themajority of other males, 
Solomon’s current vice 
is “Call of Duty: Modern 
Warfare 2.

“I got it the day after it 
came out,” said Solomon. 

“So much of my time has been wasted. I should 
be way higher up but I’m only in the top 30K in 
the world.”

Solomon is rarely seen without a pair of head-
phones around his neck, which are usually playing 
his favorite metal bands on full blast.

“My favorite band is Tool,” said Solomon. “I 
listen to everything, even a tiny bit of Country--
Charlie Daniels and that’s it.” 

Similar to his fellow classmates, Solomon is 

counting down the days until June 8. Not only is 
he happy to be graduating, but for his subsequent 
family vacation in Hawaii .

“It’s like ‘Yeah, graduation, pack up, and get the 
hell out of here,” said Solomon.

Solomon plans on pursuing an education at Ev-
erett Community College this fall and wants to get 
his business rolling as soon as possible.

“Art is a big part of my life, and I’m going to try 
my best to make a career out of it,” he said.

Darius Solomon works diligently on some of his latest work. PHOTO BY KAMI YORITA 
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Vancouver 2010 gives locals a chance to see the Olympics 

GRACIE CARLSON 
STAFF REPORTER STAFF REPORTER

On February 12, 2010, the Winter Olympics 
opened in Vancouver, British Columbia. The 
drive from Lake Stevens to Vancouver takes only 
about three hours. Having the Olympics so close 
gave locals, who would otherwise not have been 
able to attend, the chance to see the Olympics. 
Several student and teacher Vikings made the trip 
to Vancouver--whether it was just to experience 
the Olympic environment, to watch the Olympic 
games, or to fawn over Apollo Ohno -- and came 
back with reports of their Olympic experiences in 
Canada.

“I went to experience the atmosphere. All the 
tickets had been sold out, probably years ago,” 
said senior Sacha Nasr, who was unable to see an 
Olympic event. 

Some students were able to purchase tickets, 
though. One student is senior Clara Kurtenbach, 
who watched both curling and hockey.

“[My favorite was] curling,” said Kurtenbach. 
“They [had] four lanes and four games going on 
at one time. Normally, it would be kind of boring 
because you would just be watching one [game], 
but since there was four you could watch the dif-
ferent games. If one spot was boring, you could 
look at the next one, and it was at the end of their 
match, so it was really intense.” 

Students weren’t the only ones who went to the 
Olympic games. Current American Issues teacher 
Michael Hodgins also made the trip up to Vancou-
ver. “It was awesome. It was indescribably good. 
We saw seven different games, including three out 

of the four quarter finals,” said Hodgins, about the 
men’s ice hockey event.

Whether or not they were able to see an event, 
those who went could still feel the excitement in 
the city. As Senior Patrick Dunican, who went to 
Vancouver to see the snowboarding events, said, 
“It was really crazy, and [people] were really ex-
cited for all the competitors and the people repre-
senting their country.”

Nasr agrees, adding, “Everyone was really ex-
cited. While we were down there, Canada won a 
gold, their first gold medal of the events, so people 
kept on running down the street yelling ‘Canada 
won! Canada won!’ They were ringing cowbells 
all the time and everyone was just really excited,” 

Vancouver was also, though not unexpectedly, 
very crowded. When Nasr went to see the Olym-
pic Torch, she said, “The streets were just filled 
with people, like overflowing. There were people 
on lifeguard chairs telling people where to go for 
the torch.”

Although things were a bit crazy in Vancouver, 
people remained very welcoming and extremely 
excited to be there.

“We were really welcomed there,” said Kurten-
bach. “There were these people on the tram who 
sat down and they talked to us about how they 
were really excited that everybody came. It was a 
really friendly atmosphere.”

Hodgins also commented on the friendly at-
mosphere, “Everybody was happy to be there, 
everybody was cheering on their team. We met 
Russians, Slovaks, Czechs, [and] Norwegians. 
You just start talking to people that you are sit-

ting by at the games, and [talking about] where 
they’re from, and everybody’s wearing clothing 
from where they’re from, and waving flags, and 
banners, and [wearing] face paint.”

When fans weren’t watching the Olympic 
Games, they were taking part in the unofficial 
Olympic sport of power shopping. 

“We went to The Olympic Superstore, which 

and 
out,” 

Kurtenbach, about her experiences while she was 
not watching the games.

According to Hodgins, one of the best parts of the 
XXI Olympic Games was, “To be a part of watch-
ing the best people in the world do what they do 
to the best of their abilities. That was really cool 
to watch that level of performance.” However, 

Hodgins and almost everyone else who went 
was scary crowded, and we waited in 
a lot of lines. We also saw the 
torch, and we 
walked around 
Va n c o u v e r , 

hung 
said 

seem to agree that it was the whole experience 
that made going to 

the Olympics so 
great.

ART BY HANNAH PATTEN 

Happiness on the hill: “Alice in Wonderland” on development property 

Paul Larson leans proudly against the sturdy wall of his model home 

CONNOR WILSON 
PHOTO BY CONNOR WILSON 

STAFF REPORTER STAFF REPORTER 

Upon approaching Paul Larson’s home, one might think that the person inside 
was very strange, if not insane. This house lies in the middle of what is essentially 
a construction site, but the things that make it stand out the most is the colorful 
paintings which coat the walls. Peace signs, giant mushrooms, anarchist symbols, 
and a sign reading ‘Welcome to the Greatest Show on Earth’ are just a few exam-
ples of the objects that decorate this home. While most people admire the eccen-
tric landscape, few know the story behind the pretty pictures. 
“Well it was kind of a disaster when the builders came and started doing a bunch 
of construction around here,” said Larson. “I kind of wanted to add a little happi-
ness on the hill.” 
The new housing development in which Larson lives, deemed “Cavalero Ridge,” 
used to be mostly trees and forest. Since the development began, it seems as if an 
entire forest has been removed and developers have changed everything, except for 
Larson’s property. But that small victory hasn’t come easily, especially with all of 
the harassment from the developers. 
“They put a lien against my property, not the company, but utilities did, for a 
water break that ran up $1500 in one month,” said Larson. “I said I wasn’t going 
to pay it, and they said they weren’t going to pay it until I joined the homeowner 
association, which I don’t have to, so they’re kind of using extortion to get me into 
the homeowner association,” he said. 
Unfortunately, incidents such as this have been much too frequent, causing trouble 
and damage to Larson’s property. These damages include the destruction of 
Larson’s garden and part of his lawn as a result of an uncapped septic tank from a 
neighboring property. 
“They ran a water line along the front of my house and I couldn’t get my car in and 
out of the driveway,” said Larson. “I told them that I needed something different, 
so I come out one morning and [the water pipe] is nailed to the side of my house. I 
was like ‘Okay, this is getting out of control.’” 
After such series of events, Larson decided to take action. 

“I decided to have a couple artists come over,” said Larson. “Well, some of them 
are artists, to start doing some paintings to kind of lift the spirits a little bit.” 
When the company Puget West began developing the area, they did offer to pur-
chase Larson’s property, but the agreements that were sent were all invalid. 
“I went through four different purchase and sale agreements trying to buy my 
house,” said Larson. “But every time they sent me a new agreement it was dated for 
the day before I got it faxed. So I was getting bogus purchase and sale agreements, 
and then they told me the bank couldn’t do it and they weren’t willing to cash me 
out.” 
The paintings are the result of dark times, and a hopeful solution to end the 
construction, which has been a major inconvenience for the last two years. The 
paintings’ impact has been what Larson hoped for, but his principal goal has been 
to exercise his rights. 
“I don’t know how people look at it. It’s more my thing, so if they’re not buying 
then I guess that’s the downfall of my paint job, but ultimately it’s more about 
freedom of speech for me,” said Larson. 
The paintings and artwork that adorn his property all follow a central theme; Alice 
of “Alice in Wonderland” sitting on a mushroom in front and the Cheshire Cat, 
symbolizing the hectic life that Larson has had for nearly two years. 
“It’s kind of like being in Wonderland,” said Larson. “I never knew what it was 
going to be like in the morning, everything was changing, so we just went with the 
‘Alice in Wonderland’ theme.” 
After all of the inconvenience and destruction, the art serves as Larsen’s way to 
make peace with the development of the surrounding property. 
“’Happiness on the Hill’ is what we’re going to call it up here,” said Larson. “This 
is just my way of being happy with the situation.” 
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A place of community, fun, and elves 
Emerald City Comicon: one day, two very different points of view

The last time I was in the Washington State Con-
vention Center, I was there for a college fair. After 
looking around at my first Comic-Con, it might 
as well have been another world, though what 

world—or universe—I was entirely unsure of. 
Going up the escalators to the fourth floor, I 

could already tell something was different. I 
had a man dressed up as Deadpool on one side 
of me and a girl as the White Rabbit on the 
other. I was already excited, and I hadn’t even 
set foot in the thick of it yet.

STAFF REPORTER STAFF REPORTER But once I did, I was completely overwhelmed. 
So many parts of my nerd-brain were fighting 

for attention. Comic books, with their bright colors, block lettering, and ex-
haustively detailed pages, were overwhelming on their own, but when they 
were coming at me from all directions, it was almost too much to take. For a 
while, I walked around in a daze, silently appreciating everything while trying 
to keep a level head.

I consider myself a nerd. My favorite author is Ray Bradbury; my favorite 
movies are “Star Wars” or anything of the Sci-Fi or Marvel genres (besides 
the third “Spiderman”). I like playing with Transformers, and can name pretty 
much every GI Joe character that wasn’t in last year’s movie. But I was out-
leagued by the costumed heroes and villains at Comic-Con. Just passing by, I 
could tell how much work went into some of these perfect replications. One 
of my favorite costumes was of Dengar, a bounty hunter who appears in only 
one scene of “Star Wars Episode V”, or of Cobra Commander--not the suit-
and-tie one from the movie, but of the brightly colored, scheming mastermind 
from the original series. I could tell that people really put some thought into 
their costumes.

I talked to a Darth Vader who said his costume took three solid months to put 
together. Instead of thinking, “Wow, this person doesn’t have a life,” I 
had nothing but respect and appreciation for him. 

After an hour or so, however, I realized something. Sure, these 
people are dressed up as superheroes, and some of them looked 
ridiculous (most just looked awesome!). But they were real peo-
ple. I took a picture of a man who was dressed up as the Green 
Lantern. His costume was beautiful, he had the power ring 
and the lantern, but he was also pushing a stroller with 
his daughter in it, dressed up as Wonder Woman. I saw 
a Rorschach with vans on, instead of the normal brown 
dress shoes.

My favorite part of the day was visiting the 501 Le-
gion. There was a hodgepodge of “Star Wars” charac-
ters, all in incredible costumes, that would pose for 
pictures. Other than the fact that an Imperial Officer 
was carrying a replica of Han Solo’s blaster, I was in 
heaven. After flirting with another Imperial Officer 
for a while—I’m pretty sure he was my soul mate—
we had to leave, to get lost in the crowd again.

It just goes to prove that the people who make 
up Emerald City Comic-Con are just like us, only 
more secure bringing out their inner nerd.

EMILY GARVIN 

picture. 
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SENIORS EMILY DREW, EMILY GARVIN, AND 
MADELINE HEFFERNAN POSE WITH SOME 
NOTABLE MEMBERS OF THE 501 LEGION. 
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As a five-year attendee of ECCC, the crowds and 
intricate costumes were no surprise to me. I’m used 
to seeing a Darth Vader browse through a “Captain 
America” t-shirt rack. But that is, in fact, what is so great about this event--that 
a guy is able to shop while dressed up as a “Star Wars” villain, without anyone 
making a fuss. The group at ECCC is a community. 

For two days every spring, the nerds from miles around 
gather at the Seattle Convention Center to partake in the larg-
est display of geek-dom in the Northwest: The Emerald City 
Comicon (ECCC), which just celebrated its eighth year. At this 
convention there is every type of booth relating to fantasy 
or comics; there are artists, medieval weapon merchants, 
steam punk enthusiasts, comic vendors, web-comic 
icons, memorabilia vendors, and celebrity guests. 
This year the two big names were Stan Lee, who 
helped create “Spider-Man”, “X-Men”, and “Iron 
Man”, and Leonard Nimoy, the original Spock; 
the lines to get their autographs wrapped half-way 
around the room.

Many of the people at the event, such as me, have been attending for years. 
They have favorite booths, friends from past events, and in some cases, cos-
tumes which they’ve been working on for months. I have a booth I always visit 
that is run by Greg Hatcher and a group of kids from an after-school comic writ-
ing class in Seattle. Every year they come and sell some of the books they’ve 
been working on for the past year. They always remember me, and I always set 
aside some time to chat with them.

These examples of courtesy and friendship are everywhere. There is almost no 
competition. At one moment I saw a comic vendor, struggling to find a certain 
old comic for a customer, yelling over to a vendor at another booth to see if he 
had a copy the attendee could buy. The next, I saw attendees waiting politely in 
the crowded alleys between the booths, as my fellow reporter Emily Garvin tried 
to snap a picture of two Indiana Jones, not wanting to get out of the growing 
build-up for fear of ruining the picture. 

The people at ECCC are always willing to help. At one point, after we snapped 
a shot of a man in a Dharma Initiative uniform (from the tv show “Lost”), we 
mentioned our quest to find as many great costumes as we could, and he took 
the time to point us in the direction of some fantastic Klingons (a race from 
“Star Trek”). Even this one woman, dressed in steam punk attire, who had just 
purchased her lunch, didn’t mind setting down her assorted edibles to give us a 

One instance that so exemplified the spirit of Comicon occurred when my 
friends and I were waiting in a long line for a panel (a Q & A presentation 
of sorts) about the guild (a web-series about “World of Warcraft” addicts). 

We had a half hour until the panel began, so Garvin and I started messing 
around with the free ‘Magic: The Gathering’ cards we’d received at the door. 
Neither of us had ever played before or ever really had the desire to do so, 
but we didn’t have much else to do with the extra time. I had started to read 
the directions, but only became more confused the more I read. Eventually 
a man next to us in line, dressed as Han Solo, clearly 
taking pity on us, asked if we’d like him to teach us 

how to play. So for the next twenty minutes, Han Solo 
patiently walked us through the basics and helped 

Garvin and I play our first game. And when the line 
started moving, we picked up the cards, thanked him 
and never saw him again.

That is what ECCC is. It’s not a bunch of geeks 
just geeking out (although that is a large part), 
it’s a group of people who love being around 
other people who understand their terminology 
and interests. It’s a place where you can learn 
how to play Magic: the Gathering from Han Solo, 
and think it’s the coolest thing ever.

STAFF REPORTER STAFF REPORTER
MADELINE HEFFERNAN 

Would you like to have your work 
published? If you would, the Valkyrie 
is accepting literary works of fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry, essays, or graph-
ic art. Submit your work to Mrs. 
Tilley in room 427, ASAP.
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