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Road closures bring Lake Stevens to a standstill
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The Lundeen Parkway intersection is blocked off for now

Kaila Alford
News Editor

Students and the community at large
have experienced long lines, aggressive drivers, and lengthy rush hour
traffic while construction crews work
hard to install a new roundabout at
the intersection of Vernon Road and
Lundeen Parkway.
The $1.5 million project will make
traffic in that area run a little smoother, but Lake Stevens drivers are finding the month-long mess to be a
pain.
“It normally took me 10-15
minutes to get home,” said
junior Kari Lima. “It
takes me now between 20 to 30 minutes to get home.”
Students who used
to travel down Lundeen Parkway are now
forced to drive clear around
the lake, or take Highway 2, in
order to access downtown Lake
Stevens and the high school. Junior
Brad Dickson finds it especially difficult to enter once accessible areas
of Lake Stevens.
“I live right by downtown, and
instead of being able to go through
Lundeen to go to places like Frontier and Everett, I have to either go
around the entire lake or go down the
Grade Road out to [Highway] 92 and
then up to [Highway] 9 from there,”
said Dickson.
The delay is not just limited to stu-

dent drivers. Students who rely on the
school bus to get to and from school
are met with delays as well.
“Yeah man, its bad enough I don’t
get home till around a few minutes
before three on a normal day. Now
it is a few minutes after. It may
not sound
like the worst
thing,
but
it’s
still
really

annoying,” said
senior Kae
Fitzgibbons.
The extensive nature of the project could be cause for worry. The
area around the intersection has to
be dug down nearly seven feet before the roundabout can be installed.
Although the project is said to take
only a little more than a month, poor

weather conditions could delay construction crews from finishing on
time.
“It would really make me mad if it
started to rain really bad again,” said
Lima. “I want this all cleared up as
fast as it can.”
With the student parking lot posing
a hassle since December, the recent
construction has only added to the
tension teen drivers feel when they
take to the road.
“People are very impatient now,”
said Lima.
Fitzgibbons has also noticed
young drivers being more
aggressive, pulling illegal
maneuvers to dodge
traffic and putting
themselves and other
drivers in danger.
“It really annoys me
how careless some people
are,” said Fitzgibbons. “It’s one
thing when there’s no one around,
but doing it on busy streets or where
kids are known to walk, that really
p****d me off.”
A number of accidents have occurred on or near Lundeen Parkway, the most recent on March 10,
in which a young woman crossed
the center lane and collided with a
tractor-trailer. Incidents such as this
remind young drivers of the importance of staying safe on the road, during both construction and every day
driving situations.

425-397-SAFE: A
number to remember
Grace Carlson

For the past several years, a
tip line has been in place at our
school. Students can call in anonymously if they know
of any unsafe behavior that is taking place or going to
take place at school. Unfortunately though, very few
tips are ever reported.
“It is a great resource that’s underutilized,” said Drug
Intervention Specialist Steve Pitkin.
There are many different reasons why more tips
haven’t been called in. One reason is that students simply don’t know that the tip line exists.
“No, I was not aware of it,” said senior Taylor Dennis. “But it seems like a good idea to have a confidential tip line.”
Another possible reason is that people think that only
tips that concern drug use and possession can be reported to the tip line. However, the tip line is for students to report any unsafe situations at school, whether
it’s drug use, possession of a weapon, a planned fight
or even sexual harassment.
“There are a lot of things that are obviously unsafe,
and some situations that are potentially unsafe. And,
really, a person should make a call in either case,” said
Pitkin.
Some students feel that the reason more tips aren’t
called in is because people are trying to protect their
fellow students. “They don’t want to rat other people
out,” said senior Kelsey McLeod.
It also appears as if there is some confusion as to what
happens to a person if a tip is called in about them,
which could be contributing to the overall lack of tips.
Student’s opinions about what would happen to a person if a tip about them was called in range from the
idea that the student would receive a harsh punishment,
to just a mild talking-to.
SEE TIPLINE, PAGE 11
Staff Reporter
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The
end
of
an
era
Puget Park Drive-In closes its doors for good
Connor Wilson
Staff Reporter

The drive-in movie theater
has always been an icon of
an era. The closest drivein is the Puget Park DriveIn in Everett. This highly
popular place of entertainment is closing down for
good, in order to make
way for a stand-alone (not
connected to a hospital)
emergency room.
Many people who have
had fond memories of the
Puget Park Drive-In, such
as junior Shayne Simpson, are sad to see it go.
“I’ve gone there a bunch
of times,” said Simpson. “I saw one of the

Pixar movies and ‘Pirates
of the Caribbean.’ It’s
lame that it’s closing.”
David Schooler of Sterling Realty, who owned
the drive-in, said in an interview with The Herald
that the theater lost the
land because it was simply too valuable. A drivein theater takes up a lot of
land that could go towards
a facility that is more
beneficial to the public.
Swedish Health Services
of Seattle is spending
$30 million on the new
emergency room, which
will be built on the spot
of the landmark theater.
Schooler also said to The

Herald that drive-ins are
closing because they take
up a lot of land and require
a lot of customers for the
business to break even.
Schooler owned the theater
up until recently, when it
was closed to make way for
the hospital last January.
“I don’t think they need another hospital,” said Simpson. “There are, like, six of
them in the Everett area. It
seems like such a waste.”
Complete with a concession stand at the
back, the theater was a
popular summer recreational spot, operating
from May to September.
“It was so awesome,”

News briefs from around the world
Tyler Irwin

said Simpson. “It always
showed
really
good movies because it
only had one screen.”
Since the place closed
before the summer, the
theater was not able
to have a final hurrah.
The company thought
about holding a goodbye
showing at Puget Park,
but if it had been held in
the winter, Schooler believed nobody would have
come.
The theater was popular
enough to bring in over
600 cars every night, often
showing double or even
triple features. It’s last
showing, for example, was

The Puget Park Drive In remains abandoned through most of
the winter while plans for emergency room are underway.

during January, when they
showed a triple feature of
“District 9”, “The Proposal”, and “Nine”. But even
with all the great movies
shown and the high number who attended, it wasn’t
enough to save this legendary summer location.
“I’m sad. I was kind of
looking forward to going

there this summer but now
I can’t,” said Simpson.
Although Puget Park is no
longer open for business,
on the brighter side, Everett will be benefitted by a
new emergency room that
will save lives. Puget Park
Drive-In will most definitely be missed.

Knowledge Bowl rolls a gutter ball

Staff Reporter

iPad releases to thrill of Apple Loyalists

On the morning of saturday April 3, thousands of people lined up outside of Apple stores across the country to get their hands on the newest product in the long
running line of Apple products, the iPad. The iPad resembles the ever-popular
iTouch, but has a much larger 9” screen. Despite the lines most stores still had
iPad’s available at the end of launch day even after the frenzy of loyalists swept
through.

Racial tensions swell in South Africa

South African President Jacob Zuma pleaded for peace from his people after one
of South Africa’s most prominent figures, Eugene Terreblanche, was killed by two
workers on his farm. The 69-year old Terreblanche was beaten and slashed to
death after a dispute over wages. Terreblache was the leader neo-Nazi Afrikaner
Resistance Movement which is known for having tried to block the end to apartheid.

Quakes have the world all shook up

Adding to the already disastrous earthquake in Haiti and the massive quake in
Chile a magnitude 7.2 earthquake hit in the northern Baja California region of
Mexico which people felt as far away as Arizona. Only one death was reported in
Mexico when a building collapsed on a man inside. The most severely damaged
city was Mexicali, which lost all of its power from all of the fallen power lines.

One wild party

A riot erupted near the campus of James Madison University when a party simply got out of hand. Observers noted that people who were not even involved in
the original disturbance began to arrive and add to the chaos. Riot police then arrived which only added to the confusion surrounding the incident and leading the
crowd to be more hostile and combative. Peace had returned a few hours later and
no one was seriously injured.

More than just skiing

Stevens pass plans to add mountain bike trails in the area this summer to provide
more options for summer outdoor entertainment. In addition to already existing
paths for hiking, the trails will be near the Granite Peaks lodge and are being built
to meet a growing demand for mountain biking at the pass.
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Emily Garvin
Staff Reporter

Despite having a successful season,
staying in the top five of its region, the
Knowledge Bowl team fell flat over
Spring Break at the state competition
in Richland, Washington. The team
members, happy to of made it as far as
they did, blame their loss on a lack of
speed instead of a lack of knowledge.
“The questions were fine, exactly
what I expected. What killed us was
that the other teams were so much faster
[at buzzing in],” said junior Sean Perry,
adding that his team got the best score
on the written portion of the competition, but lost it in the verbal round.
“We were up against some stiff, basement-dwelling competition. Apparently, at some schools you can letter in
this nonsense and it’s a cut sport,” said
senior David Whitlock about the competition, calling them “uppity private
schools.”
As far as preparation, all members
gave a resounding answer of, “Eh.”
Whitlock called it glorified Trivial Pursuit.
“The classes are oriented around AP
and advanced classes,” said senior
Anthony Rose, adding that he hopes
to someday be on “Jeopardy” and use
the random knowledge he has acquired
over his three seasons on the team.
Perry said that watching the History

Photo by Emma Derus

and Discovery Channel was the closest thing he did to studying. Studying
would be pointless with questions as
random as “Rasputin gained favor with
Russian nobility by allegedly curing
the Czar’s nephew of what disease?”
Whitlock agrees that the knowledge
gained was somewhat pointless. “The
only situation I can think of [where
this knowledge would be helpful] is
if someone asks me at gunpoint what
the Gaelic word for ‘fragment’ is. I say
smithereen, and escape with my life.”
Despite their less than perfect performance, they did get to spend the
weekend in luxurious Richland. Whitlock tells of his close encounter with
a hungry semi-pro football team. “We
sat down for lunch in Richland and the
waiter at the empty restaurant asked
us, ‘What team are you guys from?’
We thought he somehow knew about
Knowledge Bowl and we explained we
were from Lake Stevens and sat down.
Five seconds later, about forty huge
African American guys came in and
sat down,” he said. “We were sitting at
their tables; they looked pissed.”
While most of the key members of
the team will graduate this year, the
remaining team will keep bowling for
knowledge next year, hopefully bringing back an oversized trophy or two.
April 21, 2010
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Jazz band brings home 3rd place trophy

The band prepares to wow the judges. we get to involve everyone.”

Gracie Carlson
Staff Reporter

On Friday, April 8 Viking band
members competed in Pasco,
Washington at Columbia Basin
College in one of the biggest
events of the year. The two-day
festival was packed with talented bands from across the state,
with performances held every
half hour.
“The jazz band goes to a lot of
festivals over the course of the
year,” said band director Neil
Proff. “But this is cool because

At the festival, schools were
grouped into different divisions.
Within each division, there were
first, second, and third place
awards for schools. Additionally, a number of soloists were
given awards. It was also possible for a school to win an award
for the best instrumental music
program. A school could win the
Best Instrumental Music Program Award if it had the highest
cumulative score at the festival.
“[This] is one of the reasons
I take the kids to this particular
music festival,” said Proff. “You

can’t be weak in one area and
strong in another. You have to
have a pretty well rounded program [to win].”
   The band students were excited for the competition, looking forward to having a good
time while in Pasco. Senior Mollie Fuller enjoyed, “hanging out
with people, the atmosphere. It’s
fun.” The band members were
also thrilled about having the
chance to see bands that competed from other schools. Junior
Jenna Morrison said that one of
the best aspects of Pasco was,
“getting to see other bands and
other high schools and how they
perform compared to ours.”
Proff was also looking forward
to seeing the other bands play,
agreeing that this is one of his
favorite parts of going to the
competition. He hoped that by
watching those performances,
Viking band members would either feel proud of their work or
be motivated to improve. Before
the festival, Proff said, “Either
they will feel good about them-

selves from where they’re sitting
or feel a sense of motivation to
know they have some more work
to do before they get to where
they need to go.”
    The band was optimistic
about how their performance
would go. “I think we are going to get in the top three,” said
junior Gary Plunkett before the
event.
The students were not the only
ones hopeful about the outcome.
Proff noted that there were a lot
of great schools at the competition.
“We are very par against some
other pretty great programs
coming from places like Pasco
High School, some Kennewick
schools. There is a great number of groups going there,” said
Proff.
Despite the tough competition, the band did very well. The
jazz band placed 3rd out of eight
schools in its division and received a trophy for its success. It
also had the best trombone section, with Fuller winning best

jazz soloist. The wind ensemble
received good scores, as well. It
looks as though the band’s hard
work and high expectations paid
off at Pasco.

Juniors Christian Reed and Gary
Plunkett contribute to the band’s
success.

Photos courtesy of Kirsten Reed

“We don’t even own a deep fryer”
Cafeteria takes a step in a healthy direction
Emily Garvin
Staff Reporter

Anyone who has been watching “Jamie
Oliver’s Food Revolution” can’t help but
be outraged at some of the atrocious food
habits that are ingrained in the people of
Huntington, West Virginia. One also can’t
help but look at our own cafeteria system
and try to find similarities. But most students would have a hard time finding very
many		
Though our school lunches aren’t the exact picture of healthy eating, Kitchen Manager Sue Crawley and staff have worked
very hard over the past
few years to make
them better. “Over the
past three years, Lake
Stevens has chosen to
participate in the Department of Defense

Fresh
F r u i t
and Vegetable Commodity
Program,” she said,
which is a pledge to use all allotted money for fruit and vegetables
on fresh, not canned. While the program
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more expensive, Crawley believes it’s extremely important.
“We have to appeal to the taste and liking
of many different student preferences. We
have worked hard to find that balance by
introducing new things that kids will actually like and continually buy,” LSSD Food
and Nutrition Services Supervisor Mollie
Langum said of the challenges of healthy
eating at the school. She supervises all
the school lunches for the district, and has
lately been working on a food education
program that teaches students the benefits
of a balanced, healthy diet. Some cafeteria
critics think it’s still not enough, however.
“I believe we need to have more
nutrition in our mandatory health
classes so students know what good
eating looks
like,” Culinary Arts
teacher
Nikki
Schiebel
said, who
spends

a n
entire
week on nutrition in her
Culinary Basics
and Culinary Prep
Photo courtesy Mollie Langum

classes.
Besides appealing to moody teenagers’
tastes in food, another major reason behind
the lack of more healthy options is money.
Schiebel says a rough estimate for a “food
overhaul” would be $150,000 over two
years. With budget cuts, other expenses,
such as keeping the school running everyday, have overshadowed the school lunch
program.
The school lunches are much better than
they used to be though, and even Schiebel
admits that our school does a much better
job than other schools in our area at serving
healthier options.
Crawley and Langum gave a breakdown
of a typical school lunch. According to the
guidelines of the National School Lunch
and Breakfast Program, 30% of the calories of the meal are from fat and 10% from
saturated fat. The meal must also be onethird of a student’s daily values of protein,
iron, calcium, and Vitamins A and C.
While the cafeteria staff is excited to offer
so many healthy options, and the students
have been educated on the right choices to
make, it’s still only an option. And the option of standing in a shorter line instead of
the Deli—or worse, getting chips or a candy bar from the Cove—is tempting for students with a half-hour lunch period. Crawley and Langum say, of all the 560 students
(on average) who buy lunch every day in
the month of March, only 19% chose the
deli option. And, who knows how many
more have a muffin or a Hot Pocket and a
Rockstar for lunch every day?
“I despise the vending machines and
what the Cove sells. The candy, the energy
drinks, the sodas are all the unhealthiest
items that the school makes readily available to our students,” Schiebel said, going
on to say that the fact students can even
buy energy drinks at school is “disheartening.”
“If a student chooses to purchase a drink

or snack item instead of school lunch, then
they would be missing an opportunity to
have a balanced meal packed with critical nutrients their growing bodies need,”
Crawley and Langum said. Though the
options are there, it’s up to the students to
choose how healthy—or unhealthy—they
are when at school.

Amount of fresh produce
delivered weekly to the
cafeteria
30 lbs apples
30 lbs of oranges
1 case plus 15 lbs of bananas
3-6 lbs broccoli florets
3 lbs cauliflower florets
1 case carrotinis
15 lbs carrot sticks
10 lbs celery sticks
40 lbs fresh cut romaine
75 lbs shredded lettuce
12.5 lbs fresh spinach
48 lbs of salad mix
5 lbs each of diced green and
red peppers
1/2 case of fresh pineapple
2 honeydew
2 cantaloupe
1/4-1/2 case of fresh grapes
(depending on availabilty and
price)
40 lbs fresh tomatoes
Page 3
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Obama’s health care reform bill rushed
Love the idea, hate the bill
The newly-passed
health care
reform system is something that is
going to affect the lives
of each and
every one of
us. Passing
Jory Weissert
Staff Report
this reform is
a pretty big step for President Obama
to take during his first year few years
in office. I’m definitely not against
the idea of fixing the health care system. It has needed changes for quite
some time and it is shameful that our
health care has been overlooked for so
long with so many people uninsured.
While I agree that insurance companies shouldn’t discriminate against or
drop a client because of a preexisting
condition, or pick and choose who is
deserving of health coverage, I cannot
in clear conscience say I support this
particular bill.
There are a few fatal flaws that are
being overlooked. Universal health
care sounds good on paper, but under
no circumstance should it be forced
on people who don’t support it. The
Tenth Amendment of our Constitution
reads, “The powers not delegated to
the United States by the Constitution,
nor prohibited by it to the States, are
reserved to the States respectively, or
to the people.”
    How can it possibly be constitutional for the government to fine or
punish people who refuse to get health
insurance? It would be great if the
government made health care available to everyone as an option, it’s
crossing a line to make it absolutely
mandatory.
    The bill’s delivery to the public

was horrible. There were a lot of eleventh hour changes added to it. The
health care bill was pushed though just
for the sake of pushing it through, with
not much thought as to what will happen after it goes through. Why rush
a plan such as this? Something that is
going to affect so many people should
be reviewed and then reviewed again.
If we’re making a change, let’s make
it a change for the better.
    Not many people know much
about the bill itself. Rumors are flying
around about when the actual benefits
will begin, how high taxes will be
raised, how socialistic this will make
America, etc. Some say the benefits
won’t be seen for four years, even
though the White House claims we’ll
see a difference within a year. I want
to stop hearing propaganda and get
some more facts.
With so many rumors flying
around, it’s hard to know where to turn
to in order to get accurate information.
Without knowing if information is
correct or false, it’s frustrating to try
and form a well educated and rounded
opinion on the subject. I ended up getting more and more confused the more
research I tried to conduct on the new
health care reform. Each news site
and broadcast program seems to have
its bias or own agenda to fill. I noticed
some news programs deliberately angle their articles to reflect a majority
of their audience’s opinions, instead of
taking a more neutral stance about the
topic.
    “The bill was passed by 219 votes
to 212, with no Republican backing,
after hours of fierce argument and
debate,” according to the BBC News
website. With such a slim majority,
that’s a red flag for us all to take a
step back and think about what’s making the bill so controversial. Then we

need to address those issues. Those
issues shouldn’t be overlooked just to
get the bill pushed faster before more
objections can be raised. No matter
how one personally feels on the issue, politicians should have worked
together to reach a compromise that a
larger majority agrees with.
     According to the Global News
Website, “Fourteen U.S. states filed
a lawsuit Tuesday (3/23/2010) challenging the constitutionality of the
health-care reform.” That’s further

evidence that a considerable portion
of the United States is against the bill.
When I start to think about the many
flaws of the bill, I do not think Obama
is even taking the time to address the
part of the nation that doesn’t support him, let alone take their opinions
into consideration. Our system is supposed to be “by the people and for the
people”, so why does it feel as though
such a large percentage of Americans
are uninformed and do not have their
opinions taken into account at all?

Sophomore Sarah Walter-Larue, like most Americans, feel restriced by new health care bill.
Courtesy of Ashleigh Bortles

Politicians could learn from Dorn’s scandal

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Randy Dorn is unlike many politicians, human.
Photo Courtesy of partnership4learning.org
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Whenever celebrities—
especially politicians—
get into trouble, they usually make excuses until
they’re blue in the face.
“I have a wide stance,”
or, “It was just a tickle
fight” are just a few of
the outlandish explanaEmily Garvin
tions that have been used
Staff Reporter
to explain less-than-ideal
behavior by people we admire.
So it’s nice to see one of those people actually taking the blame for something he obviously
did. State Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Randy Dorn, was pulled over on Tuesday, March 23
and arrested for driving under the influence. At first,
he went into politician mode, saying “Oh, I was at
church and had a beer with dinner.” But considering he was pulled over at 1:30 in the morning—and
I personally haven’t been to any crazy church bashes
lately that went into the wee hours of the night—I
doubt that was the truth.
Then, when at the trial, he came clean and pled

guilty to DUI, calling it a teachable moment for the
students of Washington State. It was a refreshing
change of pace, one I desperately hope to see more of
in the future. Dorn got off his high horse and got in
a jail cell. He’s the only politician I can think of that
actually served jail time, even if it was only one day.
I’m not saying that a DUI is a fluff charge. Driving under the influence is extremely dangerous to
yourself and the drivers around you. Dorn was stupid
to drink and drive, and he seems very aware of this
stupidity. But it is his actions in the next few weeks,
and his policy decisions in the future, that will show
whether he is stupid or not and whether this episode
has changed him. To see how the lowest of the low
live will hopefully give him some new insight and
make him truly a man of the people.
Dorn handled his situation the way I wish more
people would handle a bad situation, famous or not:
be truthful, accept the consequences, and learn from
your mistakes. Some say he should resign, but I think
that’s a ridiculous idea. He can now say with certainty what every politician strives for: he is the “Joe SixPack” Sarah Palin so intelligently alluded to during
her maverick political campaign.
April 21, 2010
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Hollywood’s ideas have run out

‘New’ movies are just sequels and remakes but people keep watching

“I
figured that
the movie
was at least
something
d i ff e r e n t ,
which
it
wasn’t because it was
a sequel.”
This quote
Sadie schwarzmiller
from “Perks
Opinion Editor
of Being a
Wallflower” illustrates just how predictable filmmaking is. The well of
Hollywood’s ideas is drying up, with
too many sequels and remakes of semigood movies and too few original ideas
reaching the silver screen. However, the
blame does not lie completely in Hollywood-- it lies primarily with the viewers who pay too much money to movies that were first released 30 years ago.

Everything is a sequel, a remake of
movie, or a cinematic version of a
book. Just how many “Saw” movies are
out? The worst part of it is that viewers
keep on watching them, thus encouraging Hollywood to keep making them,
thereby making even more money.
On top of that, Hollywood is churning out movies based off of books,
though I admit the plot-resemblance is
usually basic, at best. Now the viewers skip the books, saying, “There’s a
movie of it, so why would I read the
book?” Books usually have deeper
plots, with more build-up and suspense than their movie counterparts.
The extremely popular series Harry
Potter by JK Rowling lost many key
pieces in the making of the movies.
Due to the seventh and final book being
published once the movies were well
on their way, the seventh movie’s plot
will have to either take a separate route
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Our Mission Statement: The Valhalla’s mission is to
provide the LSHS community with a quality, thoughtprovoking publication. In these efforts, the Valhalla has
established several open forums for the exchange of information, opinions, and artistic expression dedicated
to those in the LSHS community.
Editorials: The editorial section of the Valhalla serves
as a forum for well-written, thoughtful, longer forms of
expression. Signed editorials represent the opinions of
the author(s). Unsigned editorials represent the opinion
of the majority of the Valhalla staff. Views printed here
are meant to be opinionated and/or persuasive, but do
not necessarily represent the opinions of the student
body, administration, or school board.
Letters to the Editor: The Valhalla will generally print
as many letters as space allows each issue. Letters must
include the author’s name, signature, and class or position relative to the school. Typed or legibly handwritten letters are acceptable, but none should be more than
400 words. The Valhalla reserves the right to edit all
letters for space, accuracy, spelling, and grammar. We
reserve the right to refuse to print any letters. Submit
letters to room 303, or email them to lshsvalhalla@
hotmail.com. Letters submitted by email should be
pasted into the body of the message. We reserve the
right to print all letters submitted, either in person or
electronically.
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than the books, or else make no sense to
somebody who just watches the movies. This is because the movies omitted
pieces that Rowling, the actual author,
knew were important to the plotline.
Yet, the viewers will see these movies despite the fact that they lack
their original brilliance, sometimes watching them several times.
Granted, an exceptional job was done
on the Lord of the Rings trilogy, but
the problem is that it’s exceptional
and not the norm. In the Lord of the
Rings, extended versions were released on DVD which omit few aspects and change a much smaller
amount of information than was
done with the Harry Potter series.
It also appears that all movies that are
not based off of books, or are sequels,
are remakes of old movies. Sure, it’s
nice to see an old classic redone with
new technology, but there’s no cre-

ativity behind it. You could just watch
the original with better acting and less
fancy pants and enjoy it just as much- unless you’re going to see movies
such as ”2012” just to be struck by the
CG and ignore the absolute basic plot.
Movies have also recently been made
on classic TV shows, such as “Speed
Racer” and “Pokemon”. Granted, I have
a guilty pleasure for the “Speed Racer”
movie released in 2008, but the plot was
really the same as the show with beautiful CG over a live-action version of it.
The movie-goers are the ones who
should be demanding that Hollywood
come up with more original ideas. If
the public doesn’t continue to watch
Hollywood’s old, used ideas, Hollywood won’t keep pumping them out
and maybe it’ll be able to come up with
some new material.

New parking spots replace old ones
Since the
end of the
football
season this
year,
the
stadium,
and
the
gravel parking lot with
it, has been
Kaitlyn LaVelle
under conA&E Editor
struction.
This has caused parking to become
more trying than ever for those unlucky juniors and seniors who don’t
have a parking pass. And believe me,
I know the pains of walking to and
from school from Highland, sometimes further, depending on the day’s
traffic. The current controversy, however, is over the logging of trees next
to the stadium.
None of this is news to anyone,
though, considering it has been happening for the better part of four
months. The actual news is the new-

est construction that has encroached
on our parking space; that is, over the
past three weeks, the construction has
leaked over from the original stadium
to the former gravel parking lot, and
into the actual student parking lot itself. In fact, over Spring Break, the
parking lot was widened enough to allow for another row of parking places,
unnumbered as of yet. The purpose of
the new spots is to compensate the
students who lost their parking spots
due to construction in part of the student parking lot.
Students’ latest gripe is now less
about the stadium being built and
more about the utter lack of foliage
in the area next to the stadium. The
area where a good dozen trees once
stood has been cleared out in a matter of days, causing a ruckus in the
hallways and cafeteria with students
buzzing with rumors and irritated
opinions over the lack of trees.
In all reality, I’ve been accused of
being a hippy once or twice, but in this

situation, my opinion is completely
the opposite of any “tree hugger.” So,
we cut down a couple of trees next
to the parking lot? It’s not as though
there aren’t four hundred more right
next to the stadium. Besides it simply
being absurd to overreact to the lumbering of a miniscule amount of trees,
the pros of the situation completely
negate any cons there could possibly
be: more parking for students. I know
that any of you who park on side
streets can relate--that constant fear
for the general safety of your vehicle
or simple loathing of parallel parking.
Whatever your grievance, this is definitely the ideal situation for all of us
students. I, for one, am sick of hit and
runs that leave my car in shambles.
So, before you complain that you
don’t have your four fir trees any
more, remember that you may actually be saving yourself a lot of future
damage to your property and time
walking to and from Highland Elementary to get to school.

From the Editors’ Desk

A need for awareness during elections
Let’s be honest, how many of us actually listen to
ASB speeches for any reason other than to miss class?
Most of us know who we are going to vote for before
the speeches begin and take what the candidates have
to say with little seriousness. As a result, the power
that the elected individuals will hold, as well as the
importance of their qualifications, is forgotten when
students rush to the voting boxes.
The students who make up ASB play an intricate
role in the matters that involve the student body. Who
do you think plans the fine details out for prom—
such as finding a venue, or taste-testing food at a
caterer—? And who do you think is responsible for
ensuring senior sweatshirts, Grad Night tickets, and
senior rings, are made available to students? These
crucial responsibilities, among many others, are all
coordinated by the students within ASB.
By voting someone into an executive or class officer
position, we are placing that student into a position
that requires an incredible amount of time, energy,
and decision-making.
If who we elect for Public Relations Officer has
poor communication skills, the student body will be
left in the dark for important events. And if we elect a

president who is unable to properly lead, productivity
during meetings will dwindle and crucial issues will
remain unresolved.
We rely on ASB to adequately manage our school’s
functions. In order to fulfill our expectations, though,
the ASB officers must possess a strong dedication to
bettering our school and a lasting commitment to fulfilling their jobs. By electing students without these
qualities, the purpose of ASB, improving the overall
experience of school for students, will be lost.
With this goal in mind, we must learn to differentiate between who the most well-liked candidate is and
who the best-qualified student for the job is. Our vote
is almost always cast for our friend, the one with the
flashiest campaign flyers, or the candidate with the
catchiest slogan.
If we want to have the best prom, financing of club
funds, and atmosphere possible, though, we have to
give each candidate a fair chance during speeches. If
we take into account the qualities that each candidate
has, and base our vote on those, the subsequent year
will only be improved.
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Vikings rock a variety of sports

Anais Mendez
Staff Reporter

Photo art by Alicia Terry

Because of the girls golf team’s
growing popularity, many students were eager to join this season. Each
golf tournament takes about two to three
hours, but the time seems to fly by while
in the heat of the event.
Golf season lasts for 12 weeks for junior
varsity, and even longer for varsity girls.
“Younger people are starting to play. It’s
a lot more exercise than a lot of people
think. It takes a lot of focus,” said freshman Marissa Fredrickson, a JV golfer.
The girls golf team practices every day
after school from 2:30-5:00 pm at the
Marysville Battle Creek Golf Course,
about 30 minutes from here. One of the
many benefits that the girls get from being on the golf team is free golf at the
Battle Creek Golf Course.
The girls share the rolling acres with
Archbishop Murphy, allowing them to
m a k e
n e w
friends
while
p r a c ticing
a sport
t h e y
love.
Junior
Juliana
B o rg e s ,
a varsity
golfer,
w h o
joined
the team
her freshmen year,
is
one
of many
g i r l s
whose
intrigue

was piqued by the emerging popularity of
the sport.
Borges was originally introduced to the
sport by family and friends.
“My dad and brother played golf a
couple times. I know the coach and have
friends on the team. My friend told me
about it,” said Borges.
The team competes once or twice a
week, competing against schools as close
as Marysville and as far away as Oak Harbor. The team normally competes with
Marysville and Snohomish, and successfully went to districts last season.
In golf, each golfer has to carry around
her own bag, with some golf bags weighing up to 30 pounds. There are no caddies
for these girls.
“The amount of clubs depends on the
person. I carry 14,” said junior LeBreah
Skeldon, a varsity golfer.
Though golf may seem a tediously boring sport to some, many students are unaware of the social nature of the sport.
“I like that it isn’t physically strenuous,
but it is still a sport and you get to travel,
and you get nice coats,” said freshmen
Jordan Mitchell, a JV golfer.
Besides the social aspects of golf, Borges enjoys the drive it has provided her.
“It makes you want to go out everyday
and do better than you did the day before.
It’s a tough sport to master,” said Borges.
The girls play in all weather conditions,
except in lightening storms.
For those girls who are interested in
joining next season’s team, Coach Amy
Wiklund encourages them to come speak
with her.
“Golf is a life long sport. It’s something
you can learn to play and love for your
whole life. Plus, it’s addicting and frustrating, but you always want to try and get
better,” said Wiklund.
With both a talented team and coach, the
Lady Viking golfers are expected to go far
this season.

Our track team has
always done well in
the past, and this year
is no exception. Whether it’s in the mile
run or the pole vault, Viking athletes live
up to the standards of a legacy of success in
many of our sports and activities here. Junior Riley Fraser is one of many members
of the track and field team.
“I do the 1600 (mile run), the 3200 (2
mile run), and I’m thinking about trying
the 800(half mile run). But my favorite is
probably the 1600,” said Fraser
This far into the season, the team has already managed a few wins at track meets.
This win and the teams determined members show promise for future meets and the
rest of the spring. This year, the Vikings
have been working hard and the athletes
have been trying to make up for a recent
loss at Monroe by training harder for future
meets. Although the season is premature,
the team is as ready as ever.
“The team is doing really good,” said
Fraser. “We’ve been to a couple of meets so
far and I think we’re doing pretty strong.”
The team has already won one of its first
meets this spring and looks forward to future victories. But not only veteran track
and field members make this team what it
is. Many underclassmen are now showing
that they have talent for this sport, too.
“We have a lot of newcomers and they’ve
definitely shown that they have what it
takes,” said Fraser. “The team has been im-

Connor Wilson
Staff Reporter

Senior Ross Jones practices pole vaulting
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proving and we’re doing
really good so far,”
Our track team has had a
historically good record, for example, in 2007, Joey Bywater, who
was a senior at the time, took first place
and was named State Champion in both the
1600 and the 3200 meter run. In the same
year, Brittany Aanstad, was named State
Champion in the javelin throw. This years
was one of the track team’s most successful seasons. Fraser hopes that this year will
follow in its footsteps.
“I have high hopes for the rest of the season. Personally, I hope to improve in a lot
of things, but, yeah, I feel like as a whole
we’re doing pretty well,” said Fraser.
This year, the team suffered only one
defeat, which was not particularly a disappointing defeat. With only two meets into
the season, at the latest one against Monroe
lake was defeated, which is the team’s first
loss in five years. But fortunately, the season seemed to turn around when the team
won the season’s first meet at Shorecrest,
so the team began with a success and will
hopefully end the same way.
Even though the team has lost a meet, it
is, after all, one loss and the future of Lake
Track still looks promising. The team, although set back by an unforeseen loss, is
still determined to do as well as any other
year, and once again become state champions.

Photos by Kami Yorita

Catching up with...Malia McAvoy

Junior Malia McAvoy catches up the with the Valhalla on this season’s tennis and her goal for the upcoming year

Beau Castillo

Managing Editor

Q:What has been your greatest experience so far
this season?

Q: Coming into this season, what expectations
did you have for yourself and your team?

Well this season started off pretty rough for me. I lost
three matches in a row to girls that I think I could’ve
beaten had I controlled my thoughts because I sometimes
doubt myself when I’m playing and I hold back. After my
third match that I lost my coach and my assistant coach
pulled me aside and gave me a pep talk that really helped
me out. Becuase of that talk I won my fourth match and
I think I’ll be able to compete better in the matches to
come becuase of that talk.

I have to admit I was a little nervous coming into
this season because we lost so many good players who were seniors last year. I wasn’t sure about
how we would perform against strong tennis teams such
as Stanwood. But actually our team is very strong this
year, probably the strongest it’s been since I’ve been on
varsity! I definitely think we have a chance at beating
Stanwood this year!

Q: What goals have you met so far?

Q: Looking towards the future, what do you hope
to achieve?

So far some things I have been working on is getting
a consistent and powerful serve and keeping my mental
game in check. My serve has gotten so much better since
last year and I’m able to stay focused and not doubt myself while I’m playing.

Q:Looking back at the sports assembly, how has
your determination as a team been influenced with
the tragedy (Mr. Leer’s wife passing away) that
occurred?

I think the tragedy has strengthened our team so much.
The event has made our team so close that I guess you
could say we are kind of like a family. We were able to
get through it and we use it to motivate us while we are
playing. Every match we wear the purple wristbands to
remind us of what happend and it is something that unites
us as a team.
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I hope that [in] my senior year, I can be number one
and have an undefeated season. Right now I’m number
two on the team.
Junior Malia McAvoy has high hopes for Lady Viking Tennis
Photo by Alicia Terry

Q: What do you hope to achieve as a team?

As a team, I really hope that we beat Stanwood! So
far we have been doing so great and I want our team to
continue to do well.

Q: How have you improved as an athlete?

This year I feel that I have improved my game significantly. I’m more consistant and now I’m able to play
strategical shots to put my opponents on the defense. I
wasn’t able to do that last year.

Q:Is there anything I haven’t asked that you would
like the readers to know?
I guess I want our readers to know that even though
tennis really isn’t that big of a sport in our school, we
compete really well and are a strong team. Something
that we would like to improve is our school’s perspective
on tennis.
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The baseball team leaves its competition in the dust
A stacked team prepares for the rest of its tough season
Tyler Irwin

Staff Reporter

Every Viking sports team wants
to get off to a great start in order
to build up momentum to then
carry for the rest of the season.
The Vikings Baseball team is no
different. The team started its
season 8-0, including a 10-0 win
over Cascade and 7-1 win over
Arlington.
Head Baseball Coach Rodger
Anderson says that while the
team is off to a great start, the
boys haven’t faced any very
competitive teams yet and the
real challenges will come against

Marysville-Pilchuck and Snohomish.
The Vikings have seen players
all across the team step up and
deliver a strong performance.
“Senior Sam Parris, Senior Nolan Cummins, and Senior Brandon Hoelzel have all been doing
really well for us so far, but it
really has been everyone for the
team,” said Anderson.
While it is great having so much
depth for the Vikings, it does
leave some talented players on
the bench during games so that
other players have the chance to
play. “It’s a hard time to get ev-

The baseball team gathers after hard work at practice

eryone a lot of playing time,” said
Anderson. “I mean, we have Matt
Sweeney and Zach Tyler splitting time at catcher when either
could start at any other school in
the league and Nolan Cummins
didn’t get to play in one game
while in the next he was 3-3 hitting.” This depth has also lead
to a lot of players not garnering
the fame they would at other
schools. “We have so many guys
who perform well that while at
any other school they would be
a star, here they are just another
player in comparison to everyone
else,” said Anderson.

Photo by Kami Yorita

Anderson believes that a few
players will even go on to play
college baseball.
In addition to the already great
playing, the Vikings have seen
many players improve their game
since last season. “Junior J.T.
Coxx has really stepped it up this
year. Dylan LaVelle, even though
he’s only a sophomore, has really
improved and he was all-conference last year. Brandon Fiske,
Anthony Blacky, and Sam Parris
have all gotten better, the whole
team really has improved,” said
Anderson.
For the rest of the season, Anderson hopes the team continues
winning, possibly making it to
districts or state. “I think, talentwise, we’re good enough to make
it to state and, as long as we stay
focused and work hard, we have
a real good chance to make it.
Anderson also said that the
fans should really take the time
to come and watch, saying “You
never know, one day you may
see some of these guys on TV
playing in college or for the big
leagues and say ‘I saw that guy
play in high school.’ The players
would also really appreciate the
fans coming and showing their
support.”
The rest of this season looks
bright for the Vikings, and regardless of what happens later in
the year, it will, without a doubt,
be a season to remember for fans
and players alike.

Senior Sam Parris
Photo by Kami Yorita

Sophomore Dylan LaVelle
Photo by Kami Yorita

Evergreen merges with Rush, will there be room?
Sarah Ruiz

Sports Editor

Playing soccer for Lake Stevens has always been fun for
me; I enjoy the coaches, I like the girls, and of course, I
love the sport. I started my almost six year long soccer career in the fourth grade, and played recreational soccer for
two years before I chose to try out for select. At this time,
Eclipse was the soccer club of Lake Stevens. However, the
year after that the select club became Pacific Premier, and
from there, it is now Rush. I quit playing select soccer about
two years ago, when tryouts became harder, and the girls
got better. And while I still enjoy playing soccer for Lake
Stevens on their recreational teams, I worry about the future
of Lake Stevens’ soccer.
When I signed up for soccer this past season, I
was informed that I would either have to play
up, or not play. This was because there was only
one team for players my age, and they were full.
Luckily for me, a spot opened on
this team and I was able to
join. However, if I had
not been so lucky, I
would have been
playing
people
two years older
than me. This
shocked
me!
How was it that
there was not
enough interest
from girls my
age to play to create another team?
Apparently it had to
do with lack of girls, and
even a lack of a coach. I had
been fortunate, but my friend who
wanted
to be on the same team as me had to play up. While she had
fun, I could not imagine having to play with 18- year-olds,

Photo art by Alicia Terry
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and it struck close to home how horribly the soccer club Rush is one of those. When, and if, I ever decide to go out
was doing.
for select, Rush will not be the only team I will try out for.
Evergreen Soccer Club will now be joining forces with I wouldn’t want to join a team only to have it fold or switch
Rush. The two clubs are coming together to create the Rush clubs, as Lake Stevens soccer so often does. As always, I
Club. With more players now, I wonder how many spots find myself hoping that Lake Stevens will get a better socwill be available. When I tried out for Pacific the second cer club, and that it will stay in the same hands for more
year, there wasn’t enough room. There was only the A team, than a few years. I can only hope that one day Lake Stevens
no B team. The new Rush team has an A and a B team, but will have a soccer club that athletes from other clubs would
many believe that the teams are already semi-set.
be interested in joining.
So, how many of our Lake Steven’s players will get a
chance to play? Hopefully there will be some more coaches
who become interested, or else I fear
that select soccer in Lake Stevens will
suffer even more.
With all of the fluctuating
clubs, and the lack of
stability, many other kids try out
for other clubs
in order to
play soccer.
Sophomore
Taylor Aitken played
for Snohomish,
The University of Washington Bothell - North Sound College Fair
but moved
Saturday, May 15, 2010
to Everett’s
Open from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
On campus, Mobius Performing Center Hall
Tye
Castle
At the Fair you can:
Club when its
• Meet with advisors from Washington state colleges and universities
coach got fired from
• Get tips on applying to the college of your choice
Snohomish, completely
• Learn how to apply for financial aid and scholarships
• Explore the educational paths available
ignoring Rush.
• Take a campus tour
• Attend UW Bothell’s 20th year celebration
I suppose that hometown pride
Join us and take advantage of this great opportunity to connect with four-year college and
should make us want to play for Rush,
university admission representatives!
but I’m not sure I would want to do
425.352.5000 | www.uwb.edu
Learn more: info@uwb.edu
so. While Rush is a nationwide club,
Get
Connected
and has many successful clubs in
other areas, I do not feel Washington
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Muse, a band “resistant” “Repo Men”, a gutless movie
Repo Men uses amature screne writing which bores audiences
to put on a bad show
Madeline Heffernin
Staff Reporter

Britton Neisheim
Design Editor

As the lights rose, the once empty stadium was filled to the brim with more
bodies than I had ever seen at an indoor
concert. A good 40 minutes passed,
though it felt more like three hours, as
the band prepared for its show. The long
wait was well worth it, however, when
the magnificent stage was revealed: the
Muse concert had begun.
I wasn’t sure what to expect because
this was my first experience with such a
widely popular band. Though, I must say
that I was completely blown away. Three
skyscrapers lined the back of the stage,
standing lifeless in the dark of the lights.
After a minute of anticipation, a light
flickered on in one of the windows. One
by one, the widows lit up until the three
buildings were illuminated, revealing the
silhouettes of men walking up the flights
of stairs. The long buildup abruptly ended with an explosion of light and sound
of a guitar. Each building opened up to
reveal the band standing high in the air.
Muse opened with tracks off its newest album, “The Resistance”, the only
album by Muse I ever seem to find boring. From the first note, however, I was
swept away by the awe-inspiring power
of the band. The band surprised me with
the tunes off earlier albums. This was the
telling moment when I truly knew I was
at a Muse concert.
Each song was clean cut and altered
for the live show. Something was missing for me, however, which I couldn’t

pin until the lead singer, Matthew Bellamy, sat at his piano bench. Light bulbs
rigged to the piano lit up simultaneously
to the sound of his opening piano piece.
He began to play “Ruled by Secrecy,” off
the “Absolution” album. This was by far
my favorite song in the set due to the fact
that I could tell the amount of love he put
into it.
All too soon, however, the show ended
and the band retired back stage to the
sound of Seattle cheering its name. Concertgoers know, though, that when they
show the band love, it shows it right back.
And although an encore was included in
its set, it was still breath taking to see the
band return to the stage.
During the encore, Muse surprised me
again with one of my favorites, “Stockholm Syndrome.” The crowd was in
heaven, and before the euphoria induced
by that song ended, Muse transitioned
into its final song for the night, “Knights
of Cydonia”; the perfect exit song for
any Muse lover.
The encore was as incredible as the
main show and turned out to be the perfect ending to a concert I’ll never forget.
Even though some of my favorites, such
as “Butterflies and Hurricanes,” were left
out, I left around 11:00 pm, fully satisfied. I’ll be counting down the days until I get to treat myself to another Muse
concert, and I highly suggest you see one
sometime.
photo curtousy of wikimedia.org

When first asked to do a
movie review on the new
sci-fi thriller “Repo Men”,
I thought I’d be sitting
through a revamped version of the 2008 musical
travesty, “Repo! The Genetic Opera”, without the
music. Although some
loved this campy movie
about an organ-donation
company which sends
‘repo men’ to kill and repossess the organs of customers who default on the
expensive payments, the
awful music and terrible
acting ruined it for me,
and surprise! Paris Hilton
can’t act or sing.
So, upon entering the
movie theater, I was preparing myself to hate
this movie all over again.
However, even though it
turned out that these two
movies only shared the intriguing idea of the organdonation company, “Repo
Men” had its own set of
fabulous problems.
“Repo Men” centers
around a repo man named
Remy, played by Jude
Law, who, although he’s
killed hundreds of times
and repossessed hundreds

of organs, suddenly gets a
conscience once he needs
a heart substitute from the
organ-donation company
he works for. Remy then
has to evade other repo
men while trying to get
him and his friend Beth
off the companies’ radar.
To be completely honest,
what ruined this movie for
me was the ending. I won’t
say why it was terrible, in
case any of you lovely
readers were intending to
watch ‘repo men’, I’ll only
say that it was a complete
insult to the intelligence
of the audience. It was
a cop-out and is one of
the most atrocious movie
tricks in the business, and
trust me I’ve seen a lot of
terrible movies. Anything
I might have liked about
that movie was tainted by
that god-awful ending.
However bad the ending was, it wasn’t the only
problem with the story:
in particular, in one of
the scenes where the two
main characters must cut
each other open and shove
scanners into their bodies
to scan their organs. Not
only did the characters not

seem to mind the bacteria
that must have been invading their bodies but THEY
NEVER PASSED OUT.
Not once. Their skin was
sliced open, and organs
were pushed around, and
all they let out was a few
groans, but never once did
they lose consciousness.
I don’t care how ‘tough’
these guys were supposed
to be, they should have
passed out.
Another huge issue
with this movie was that
it was never quite sure
what it wanted to be. At
one point it was a pseudosci-fi thriller, then it was
a psychological thriller,
then it was a satire, then
it was an action film, then
it just sucked. It’s hard to
know what to think about
a movie when the movie
itself is so confused.
I will admit, it wasn’t
all that bad. For the most
part, the movie is a fluff
sci-fi film. It tries to be
deep, even though it isn’t,
but if you aren’t expecting too much it won’t be
that terrible. Just expect to
maybe have to start retching at the end.

Vonnegut continues to inspire after death
Sadie Schwarzmiller
Opinion Editor

Satire is used in literature to criticize
something by ridiculing in an often humorous way. If an author uses it well,
satire is both funny and interesting. Kurt
Vonnegut, a popular American author,
uses satire blended with black comedy
and science fiction to criticize society and
its beliefs while entertaining the reader.
Vonnegut wrote many novels during his lifetime, such as “Breakfast of
Champions,” “Timequake,”
“Slaughterhouse-Five,”
and, my personal favorite, “Cat’s Cradle.” Each
book is mind-blowing and
original, dealing with subjects from both Vonnegut’s
life and societal beliefs.
Vonnegut wrote novels from
1952 up to 1997, and throughout
that time frame, the quality of his
work remained undiminished.
In 1952, “Sirens of Titan” was
published - which sees religion as
a means of driving the followers
of the religion to do insane thingsand in 1997, “Timequake” was published, in which people repeat their actions for ten years. Between those two
fantastic books are forty years of diligent
writing, each with a shocking ending or
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that are, at least, funny in a dark way.
Each book is fused with various science
fiction aspects, making each piece different and exciting to read. In “Slaughterhouse-Five” the main character Billy
Pilgrim, a soldier in World War II, has
the
tendency
to
become “un-

Unfortunately, his books sometimes become slightly lackluster in the middle, as
though its only purpose is to serve in plot
development. One of my favorite books
of all time is “Cat’s Cradle,” and yet while
reading it, I set it down for days at a time
due a few boring chapters.
However,

stuck
in time”meaning
he
time-travels
completely
on accident. While the book depicts the vileness of war and the impact
of free will, the main character lives
through a wholly unpleasant life, centered on the destruction of Dresden.

t h e
ends of the books are always
worth forging through the rougher patches.
Despite Vonnegut publishing countless books, scripts and essays, he still
managed to come up with many original concepts. From time traveling with
aliens during World War II, to unleashing something worse than dropping the
atomic bomb, his ideas are always inter-

esting to read. They keep you wanting
to read more to figure out another way
our civilization could have gone wrong.
Of course, the book “Slapstick” was actually not meant to have a surprising end.
When I finally got to the end of it, I realized the whole book was really one pointless slapstick comedy, with no special
meaning behind it, other than how pointless my time reading it was. The book
was interesting, and I kept reading
it believing it would have a big
plot-twist, so when I got to the end
I was disappointed- until I realized
the ‘plot twist’ was a lack of one.
Kurt Vonnegut uses language
that is easy to understand, allowing readers to be able to
enjoy the book simply for its
storyline if they don’t want
to look for a deeper meaning. But on the off chance
that the reader does want to
go in-depth into one of his novels, Vonnegut offers the perfect chance.
Unfortunately, Kurt Vonnegut died in
2007-- meaning he isn’t able to write any
satire concerning Obama’s health care
or other contemporary issues, which is a
shame.
Photo by Ashleigh Bortles
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The Evolution of Zelda
A walk through the history of our favorite tight wearing hero, Link, Part one.
Jake Bartolini
Features Editor

Nowadays, something needs to be especially special to stand the test of time
and smoothly sail over the waves of our
ever-changing tastes. Nintendo’s “Legend of Zelda”(“LoZ”) series is just that.
It has been played and replayed by millions around the world for nearly a quarter of a century, becoming an iconic part
of our culture.
The series began with “The Legend of
Zelda,” released for the Nintendo Entertainment System in 1986. For as bare
bones as the original title looks today,
it was remarkably revolutionary for its
time.
You play as Link, the iconic, greenclad hero with pointy ears. Young Link’s
task is to assemble the shards of the Triforce of Wisdom in order to save Link’s
baby-momma, Princess Zelda from the
evil Ganon. The whole “brave young
warrior saves helpless young woman”
story isn’t exactly original, but the gameplay in “The Legend of Zelda” was a
game-changer. It marked a shift in the
way games were played. It was one of
the first to implement a save feature,
which meant that gamers no longer had
to rely on codes to
get back
to wherever they
left off
at, as was the case
with
most arcade style
games
o f the

time. It’s also regarded as the first action
adventure game, because it took many
of the positive aspects from both the
fantasy role-play and action genres and
blended them together. This created a
deep, yet accessible masterpiece that has
been played and replayed by millions
ever since.
“Zelda II: The Adventure of Link” was
released the following year. Despite selling 4.38 million copies, many feel that
the second just does not conform to the
original “Zelda” vibe. The plot is a direct
sequel of the previous game, with Link,
now 16 years old, who travels around
Hyrule, evading the fallen Ganon’s minions as he seeks to revive Princess Zelda.
There’s absolutely nothing wrong with
the plot.
However, the gameplay is an experiment gone horribly awry. Most likely
due to the success of role playing games
such as “Dragon Warrior,” released just
before “Zelda II,” the second game in the
“LoZ” franchise added some RPG-like
features, particularly experience points
which could be used to upgrade stats
such as magic and stamina.
Also, in
an attempt to appeal to a
more

arcade-action oriented audience, all of
the action in “Zelda II” takes place on a
separate side-scrolling screen. The result
of this is a game that feels detached, or
even at odds with its predecessor, which
unlike “Zelda II,” did an excellent job
of immersing players into the world of
Hyrule.
“The Legend of Zelda: A Link to the
Past” saw a return to many of the original “LoZ” characteristics when it was released in 1991. The first and only Zelda
title released for the Super Nintendo was
also the last to be done in two dimensions. The gameplay of “A Link to the
Past” was largely a return to that of the
original NES game. However, the magic
meter is an obvious holdover from Zelda II and has been with the series ever
since.
Other updates to the gameplay included
a broader sword strike and the introduction of the spin-attack, which has been
present in every Zelda game made since
then. Several reoccurring items, such
as the Hookshot, Heart Containers, and
most notably, the Master Sword, were
also introduced in “A Link to
the Past.” Also, it introduced

the concept of “light” and “dark” worlds,
which makes appearances in later games,
especially “Twilight Princess.”
“A Link to the Past’s” story follows
the same successful formula as the other
Zelda games. Some evil being is attempting to take-over/destroy Hyrule or awaken Ganon, the princess needs help, and
Link is the only fairy-boy man enough
to take the challenge. This time around,
Link must rescue the descendants of seven sages who originally sealed Ganon, in
order to break the seal to fight the evil
wizard who is trying to bring Ganon
back, ultimately saving Hyrule.
The first three major titles of the “Legend of Zelda”series set the standard for
later games in the series, including “Ocarina of Time,” “Majora’s Mask,” and
others.

photos curtousy of topicalbrainstotm.dynamicfiction.net

Top Ten

clubs our school should have

10. Glee Club
9. Ghost Wrangler Club
8. Bear Cavelry Club
7. Line Dancing Club
6. Appocalyptic Survival Club
5. Procrastinator Club (We’ll see you
eventually)
4. Civil war Reenactment Club
3. WoW Rehibilitation Club (we’ll get
through it together)
2. Men with Satchels fan Club
1. Anti-social Club
April 21, 2010
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She’s gotta catch ‘em all
Caley Mintken excels at air bending and Pokémon training

Kaitlyn LaVelle
A&E Editor

Senior Rebecca Caley Mintken, better known
as Caley, or Avatar Ang, the last air bender, is a
name many students know around school. But
how many people actually know Rebecca Caley
Mintken?
First off, if it wasn’t already obvious, Mintken
goes by her middle name, claiming she simply
hates her first name, and is a senior at our school.
She has an intense love of giraffes, and dreams
of one day being able to ride one. Aside from her
obsession with gangly animals, she has a busy
schedule at school, currently being enrolled in six

classes: Spanish 4 , American Literature Physics,
Math Analysis, Yearbook and C.A.I.
Though Mintken has many classes that she excels in, she admits that Yearbook and Physics are
her favorite classes.
Mintken has been in the school Yearbook for
the entirety of her high school experience, ranging all the way back to when freshmen actually
attended the school. This year, however, she was
elected to be the head editor of the Yearbook,
making all final calls and leading the rest of the
class in making this year’s Yearbook the best
yet.
“I tell people what to do, and I can get mean,
but only if I’m not in a good mood. Otherwise,
I’m cheerful and try to help,” said Mintken.
However dedicated to school Mintken seems
to be, she always leaves time for her extracurricular activities. While not at school, she attends
laser shows, Daft Punk being her most recent and
favorite, rocks out on DJ Hero, mastering a cool
normal level, and destroying “Shadow of the Colossus.” “I can’t help it, it’s just who I am,” said
Mintken with a smile.
However hectic Mintken’s life may seem, she
always leaves room for her true passion.
“I just want to be the best, like no one ever
was,” said Mintken.
While her academic and anime background are
all well and good, Mintken’s true dream is to become the ultimate Pokémon trainer. To catch them
is her real test, but to train them is her cause.
Caley has been training her team since she was

ten-years-old, the standard age for Poke’mon
trainers to start their journey; her starter Pokémon, a feeble Psyduck. Professor Oak had given
it to Mintken as a level five, and it has since then
grown into a level 60, with Mintken opting out
of evolving it to its elder evolution, Golduck, for
fear of losing her beloved sidekick.
Mintken has already attained all eight badges
from the Johto and Kanto region, and is working
on her sixth in the Hoenn region. She has beaten
the Elite Four three times in Johto and twice in
Kanto, and is currently working on what she calls
her “dream team”.
“My dream team would be a Psyduck, Dragonite, Charizard, Blastoise, Girafarig and Mewtwo,”
said Mintken.
Mintken hopes that in time
her two passions, editing for
Yearbook and becoming the
world’s next Ash Ketchum,
will mesh together into
her dream job: editing her Pokédex to
perfection, and filling
all the gaps that previous trainers have left
out. So if you see Mintken,
pull out your Poke’dex and
share the wealth.
Art by Kaitlyn LaVelle

He’s got too many friends to count
It doesn’t take much to be friendly, but sophomore Cody Enocksen goes above and beyond
Sarah Ruiz

Sports Editor

Sophomore Cody Enocksen
makes it less than thirty feet down
the hall before someone stops to greet
him. One person reaches out to give
him a handshake, mixing a high five
and a fist bump. Several seconds later,
still more students wave hello. With
countless friends, Enocksen’s face is
well known on campus.

Enocksen is easy to talk to, fun to
joke with, and just an easy going guy.
At school Enocksen easily moves
from group to group to talk to people.
During lunch, though, Enocksen sits
with the same group every day. He enjoys laughing along with his friends’
jokes, as well a cracking his own.
“Yeah, I’m, like, used to talking
to kids. I have a lot of friends, I can’t
name them all. I know a lot of peo-

Enocksen (center) sophmore Austin Hartlage, sophmore Ryan Enyheart Photo by Cat Straume

Page 10

ple,” said Enocksen.
Outside of school, Enocksen
spends time with friends, as well as
a variety of other activities. Many
of his favorite activities involve his
closest buddies. Enocksen learned to
snowboard two years ago, and has already tackled Crystal Mountain.
“It was high, that one was pretty
sweet I did it. It just took me time to
do,” said Enocksen, about Crystal
Mountain.
In addition to snowboarding,
Enocksen also enjoys riding his
skateboard--and he shreds up the
streets on that skateboard, sometimes
biking as well. For him, there is nothing like a day riding around the town
on his board.
Born and raised in Lake Stevens,
Enocksen takes part in some of Lake
Stevens’ most popular activities. During the summer, he lounges around
Davies Beach with his friends. He
fills those days with swimming and
lying in the sun. Some may call it
loitering, but it’s just how Enocksen
enjoys time with his friends.
When he is not spending time
outside, Enocksen plays videogames.
His favorite games include “God of
War”, “Call of Duty” and other army

games. His gaming systems of choice
are the Xbox 360 and the PS3. As
with many serious gamers, he surfs
the online scene with his headset on,
controller in hand.
Along with the army games,
Enocksen also likes to play and watch
UFC. While many UFC fans are restricted to watching the fights on their
TVs, Enocksen was able to go to the
Tacoma Dome to watch “Chuck Liddell and Tito go at it,” he said.
Enocksen always pushes himself to learn new skills. A group of
his friends has begun to teach him
to break dance. While he may not
be able to perform some of the crazy
moves the hip hop group does, he is
getting there. “I can almost spin on
my head,” said a proud Enocksen.
Enocksen’s favorite part of the
school day is having the experience
of being an office TA. He sees his
position of being an office TA as a
privilege.
His parents and friends are very
proud of Enocksen, and with good
reason. Enocksen has too many
friends to count, life full of very diverse interests, and a great gig in the
office.

April 21, 2010
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Tuned to musical and academic excellence
Hard work and dedication are the keys to success for this musically-oriented student
Jory Weissert
Staff Reporter

Sophomore
Colleen
Plunkett had been in band
class since fifth grade, and
now plays in the school’s
concert band and jazz
band. She also plays in
the pep band during the
basketball and football
seasons.
Plunkett has
many other interests including dance, languages,
and animals.
“I joined band because
of my family’s musical
background. Music has
been a part of my life
since day one,” said Plunkett. “I was inspired to
play the saxophone by my
grandpa, who plays the
saxophone professionally
in a lot of jazz groups.”
Her grandfather was also
an opera singer for a long
time.
Her musical skills extend through multiple instruments. Plunkett took
piano lessons in elementary school, has played
the alto saxophone, the
baritone saxophone, and
knows a few songs on the
guitar and ukulele. Not
only that, but her mother
is a music teacher and her
brother has also been apart
of band for a long time.
“There are many rewards and responsibilities
you take on when you join
band. If you’re in band,
you have the responsibil-

Photo by Cat Straume

ity to learn your part in
the music,” said Plunkett.
“If you slack and don’t
learn your part, you don’t
only let yourself down but
you let the whole band
down.”

Tipline, cont. from
page 1
“I think someone would probably
just talk to them. I don’t think they’d
get in that much trouble,” said Dennis.
Other students assume, more closely to the truth, that the administrators
would be informed and the appropriate action taken from there. “If someone got a tip called in on them, then
it is the administration’s responsibility
to look into the matter,” said senior
Analisa Soverns-Reed
According to Pitkin, once a tip is
called in the information is then sent
to the proper administrators or authorities.
“My understanding is that the information is forwarded to the appropriate
administrators,” said Pitkin. For example, if a tipster reports that someone
has brought a weapon to school, that
information is forwarded to Officer
Britton.
Another problem students have is
that they are either unaware or do not
believe the tip line is confidential. “I
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Plunkett has enjoyed
years of success in the
band.
“The band gets tons of
compliments from the
people in Lake Stevens
who come to the football

think that people don’t trust the anonymity part of it that easily,” said Pitkin. However, the tip line is in fact 100
percent confidential. “It is an anonymous tip line. You don’t have to leave
your name or identifying information,”
said Pitkin.
The thing that makes the tip line
such a beneficial resource to the school
is that it gives the students a chance
to stop dangerous behavior that might
otherwise continue. “There are lots of
students on this campus who get tired
of bad behavior going unnoticed. They
think that teachers don’t notice things
that they think teachers should notice.
They think people don’t care,” said
Pitkin.
However, it is not that teachers don’t
care about what is going on. Most of
the time, they are not even aware of
it. “The adults aren’t noticing because
they are focused on other parts of their
job,” said Pitkin. Students are much
more aware of what is going on around
school then the teachers are, and the
tip line gives them the power to actually make a difference at school and
make the school a safer place.
Pitkin hopes that students will take
the initiative to call in if they know
of any unsafe behaviors. “I’m hoping

and basketball games,”
said Plunkett. “When the
band went to play at the
state basketball games,
one man said that the Lake
Stevens band was the best
high school band he had

heard in all his years at the
Tacoma Dome.”
Plunkett possesses many
other talents as well, including the ability to
moonwalk and dance. She
takes dance class once a
week down in Seattle.
“I did ballet from kindergarten to eighth grade, and
I picked up tap dancing in
second grade. Tap dancing
is the only type of dance I
do now,” said Plunkett.
Plunkett has also expressed a love for foreign
languages, and wants to
be fluent in at least three
of them. She’s taking her
first year of German this
year, and already wants
to visit Germany at some
point in her life.
“The first language I
took interest in was Japanese. One summer when
I got bored, I thought to
myself, why not learn the
Japanese alphabet?” Plunkett said. “It turned out to
be very complicated, but
I learned it. I can’t speak
the language, but I know
the alphabet.”
With all of her commitments and interests, Plunkett considers herself to
be a fairly busy person.
She’s also apart of the AP
European History class.
“Between band, schoolwork, friends, and sleep,
my schedule is hard to

that students who read this will realize that they can act anonymously and
can have a conscience about stopping
somebody from getting hurt. So it’s
just the right thing to do, to prevent
unsafe situations,” said Pitkin.
The tip line is anonymous for reporting things that require administrative
or legal intervention. The Student As-

keep equally balanced. I
have been allowing more
time for homework and
band this semester,” said
Plunkett. “Unfortunately,
my friends that aren’t in
band haven’t seen much
of me outside of school.
But the amount of time I
put into band is worth my
while.”
If she has spare time,
Plunkett says she likes
reading a book or playing
music. With a love and
interest for animals, Plunkett enjoys going down
to the zoo or the Seattle
aquarium to visit her favorite sea otter exhibit.
After her experience
at Lake Stevens High
School, Plunkett isn’t sure
where she’s headed. She’s
considered becoming a vet
or an architect.
“More recently I’ve
thought about become a
professional make up artist for movies and working with special effects
makeup,” said Plunkett. “I
might go to a community
college if I can’t decide
on a certain idea before a
graduate. As far as colleges go, I could be in state or
out of state.”
Plunkett is a dedicated
student that will excel in
whatever she decides to
do.

sistance Program is confidential, and
that information is NOT shared with
administrators, police, parents, or anyone else, unless there is an immediate
and urgent threat to someone’s safety.
The difference is important to note.
Students who wish to call in a tip on
unsafe behavior around school should
call 425-397-SAFE (7233).

Dr. Tony Pool, O.D.
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Adventures abroad
Over Spring Break, 43 AP Euro students tour Europe

Students gather infront of a historic building

Madeline Heffernan
Staff Reporter

Drunken Frenchmen, all-night
romps around Paris, fantastic food, and organ-playing
monks, what could be better?
All the students who went on
the Spring Break Europe trip
with AP Euro teacher Chris
Neuman had the privellege of
experiencing this.
For the last three years, Neuman and other teachers, such
as band teacher Neil Proff and
English teacher Dan Alderson,
have taken students on this extraordinary trip. The students
traversed all across Europe together, from England to Italy,
seeing as much as possible
into a single week.
It seems that this year was a
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complete success, as sophomore Moira Sherry so aptly
put it, “Oh my gosh, it was
the best part of my life--ever-yet.”
With the two previous trips
being such successes, Neuman and the rest of the group
expected excellence from this
trip. “My expectations were
so high, since last year was
so great. But, of course, there
would be differences from
years past,” said Neuman.
One of the biggest changes
from the previous years was
the number of students. Instead of last year’s 20-30
students, there were 43 students this year, which made
even the simplest tasks all the
more difficult. “The hardest
part was getting something to

Photos courtesy of Neil Proff

drink,” said Neuman, “or going to the bathroom because
it takes so long. So now it’s
five or ten minutes instead of
two or three. There’s nothing
much you can do to manage a
group that size, it’s like herding cats.” Some students, such
as Sherry, found an upside to
the situation. “It was better because there were so many kids
to talk to about what was going on and to share the experience with.”
Also, this year there were no
upperclassmen on the trip,
only sophomores, which was
mainly because, with three
AP euro classes, there were
50 students clamoring to be
on the trip instead of the previous more than two dozen.
The invitation was never even
extended to the seniors or juniors, but no one seemed to be
in a snit about it.
The students were too caught
up in the European splendor to
much care. As sophomore Haley Kenville said, “Florence
was amazing. We saw all the
art that we’ve been studying,
it was awesome.” To see the
places and art that they have
been taught about for months
seemed to make the experience all the better. Sophomore
Rami Nasr added, “Looking
at the monuments--and you
know, you just know everything.”
Now as for the drunk Frenchman, the all night romps
around Paris, and the organplaying monks? These were
from some of the most memorable moments from the Euro
trip. Because of their more
experienced guides, the group
got to see places off the beaten

trail that lead to such magical
places as a church with worldclass, organist monks. “It was
really awesome” said Neuman,
“but I never would
have known it
was there, you
had to know
the area to get
there.”
Without a doubt,
the most exciting
memory came from
the ‘all-night walk.’
The group was
often exhausted
and had to walk
many miles a
day, “You’d get
in at midnight,
then you’d wake
up at six,” said Kenville. “It was exhausting, and we had to
walk more than five
miles a day.” But
on their last night
in Paris, many
students chose to
tromp around the
city one last time
with Neuman. On
their way back,
they missed the
last Metro train and
had to take a city
bus. “There was,
like, 25 of us,” said
Kenville, “and we had
about 50 people on the
bus, all of us standing.”
This is when the drunken
Frenchman came into play.
Three inebriated Frenchman
entered the bus, causing some
of the teachers to be concerned
for the safety of the students.
S u r p r i s i n g l y,
many cited the
experience
as one of the
best parts of the

trip.
Our travelling Vikings saw
battle-sites, gothic churches,
castles, Shakespeare’s pub,
and tons of art. As many of the
students said, this was a lifechanging experience, in more
ways than one. As Nasr said,
“On the flight back, I flew
with 20 French
girls, and I
got all their
Facebooks.
It was pretty
cool.”

The Venus de Milo located at the Louvre, Paris

The students immerse themselves in Roman culture while in Italy
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