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Darius Solomon 
is an artist you can 

fi nd in the halls at our school. He 
has already been featured once in 
the Valhalla for his colorful, two di-
mensional art which he describes as 
“surrealistic and psychedelic.” Many 
of his pieces are very strange. For 
example, a modifi ed version of Da-
Vinci’s Mona Lisa and a portrait of a 
lion perched on top of a freshly slain 
man. Solomon does in fact plan on 
turning his artistic talent into a ca-
reer under his unoffi cial label New 
Zealand’s Finest (NZF), an acronym 
displayed on many of his works. Sol-
omon does the art he does because, 
“It’s legit and it’s funs to do.” Any-
one who takes a look inside the mag-
ical Technicolor world of Solomon’s 
sketch book would soon realize that 
his art is, indeed, legit.

Jake Heller has been a digital artist for several 
years, since about middle school. His mediums in-

clude pencil and paper, or a tablet and Photoshop. He has made digital 
pieces which have been published to a popular art site-- deviantART-- 
and has worked on our student website in Mrs. Hanson’s IP class. 
After highschool, Heller’s plans include going to RMCAD- the 
Rocky Mountain College of Art and Design. “The programs I’m 
planning on taking are Game Art and/ or Fine Arts,” said Heller. “I 
want to work for Valve in Bellevue. More specifi cally, I want to work 
as a Valve artist like Mudbox or Maya.” 

Have you 
ever been to an 

Open Mic at lunch and wondered 
who the kid with the Gameboy 
blasting music was? That’s Tan-
ner Hughes, who has already 
played shows outside of school 
under the title of ‘Shellshock’. 
He’s been playing for four 

years in a style called ‘chip-
tune’- or chip music- made 
from formatted or synthesized 
sounds, which were, and com-
monly are, used in videogames. 
“I plan on doing music theory in 
college,” said Hughes. “Either 
EvCC or Edmonds- whichever 
has the better music theory.”
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Aspiring student artists

Tanner Hughes

Jake Heller

Darius 
Solomon

Megan Evans
Megan Evans’ painting 

of her boyfriend [left] 
will be hanged in Carn-
egie Hall due to winning 
part of a Scholastic Arts 
competition. Because 
of this honor, she has 
been offered scholar-
ships. Evans aspires to 
become a tattoo artist. 
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Painting by mEgan Evans
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Darius dreams up more of his ideas.
Eye of the Storm by 
Megan Evans
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is currently attending Sno-
isle for Dental Assisting. 
She originally went to scope 
her options for life after high 
school, but her life-long ca-

reer has sprouted from Sno-isle. She hopes to one day live in Australia, where she will 
be a dental assistant, because she loves  the accents, the people, and the pay. She 
also said that an exchange student from a few years ago feuled her choice in 
going to Australia. Other than her future career, she currently sells knives 
as a door to door salesman, takes physics, which she is passing, quotes 
“Step- Brothers” and eats worms.

Taylor Cooley

is not all glit-
ter and fake 
eyelashes. He 
is a practicing 

straight-edge, marked by his tattoo, and fueled by people around him who have messed up their 
own lives with abused substances. He has been a straight-edge for three years now, and has 

made a life long commitment to it. He has also been  in roller derby for five years, 
which has given him a lot of confidence and shown him that he can be masculine 

and tough. After high school, he plans to go to the Seattle Central Community 
college for either culinary, photography, or music merchandising. And, if all 
else fails, he says his still has the circus.

Patrick Dunican

ValhallaStudentFeatures

went to Germany last 
year with the German 
class, which she has 
taken for 3 years. She 

attended school there for a month, then traveled around Germany for the remainder of her stay. 
She is currently going to start horse training in Snohomish to do National competi-
tions. After high school, she is going to EvCC to obtain  her business 
degree, being that her parents own a cattle ranch. She is currently the 
Vice-President of corporate development for her parents company, 
which involves designing the company image and brand, both which 
include photography.

Madeline Scott

has had a harder 
time than most in 
high school. She has 
been supporting her 

nearly one year old son, Gabe, while still attending high school, which she loves. She says that 
it is the most beautiful thing that has ever happened to her, and she has learned that as long 
as you have enough love you can pull through. She works 2 jobs while attending  half a day of 

high school, and half a day of home school. After high school she plans to move up 
the ranks at her job at Old Navy. As far as college goes, she wants to pursue her 

artistic drive and go to the Arts Institute of Seattle. She keeps an optimistic 
demeanor and says she doesn’t let the obstacles she has faced get in the way of 
her and Gabe’s future.

Kathy Santana

 Our school is full of different students, each with a situation and 
life style special to each one of them. These students are just a few of hundreds 

in  tribute to those differences.
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Tyler Brown is not just some kid. He’s 
our school’s ASB President, and possibly 
president of the world. Being president puts 
the most responsibility on Brown. He was 
elected last year with his world renowned 
“Brownie” campaign and has since played 
a major role in the fearless pride movement 
of 2009.

“Yes, we’ve defi nitely increased fearless 
pride among the school, it was basically 
our theme this year,” said Brown.

Brown also really helped with recognition 
for athletics, and coined the term ‘schwag’ 
which is basically a headband with a really 
great name.

“I have this committee called game of the 

week, we promoted all kinds of sports,” 
said Brown. “Just getting all the sports out 
there, not just the main sports like football 
and basketball.”

This years Tolo was also a big success 
considering that it has been canceled sever-
al times. For the rest of the year, ASB will 
be working on a project in which they doc-
ument everything they’ve done throughout 
the year and holding one last meeting for 
next years executives. 

Matthew Main is currently our Vice-Pres-
ident ASB executive, when he won last 
years election in what many call a beauti-
ful voting landslide. Main is truly the stuff 
of legend, and is currently our most eco-
friendly executive, who has been advocat-
ing for a recycling revolution.

“We’ve come very close to fi nishing up 
a new recycling program that will increase 

the amount we recycle here at the high 
school,” Main said.

The recycling program is very serious 
to Main, who said rather abrasively “Go 
green or go home!”

 Matt also helped coin the possibly world 
famous term “Fearless Pride” which is 
a major theme here at LSHS. Main par-
ticipated in this year’s Mr. LSHS pageant 
and was relatively successful even though 
he did not receive the title. Main has en-
joyed serving his school through ASB, and 
happily stated, “I love Lake Stevens High 
School so much.”

Cole Knowlden, ASB executive, Ladies 
man, Entrepreneur. Cole Knowlden is our 
current Secretary-Treasurer. Knowlden 
helps keep track of fi nances that are used by 
ASB. This year, Knowlden has helped with 
some major themes, such as the spread of 
fearless pride throughout the student body.

“We’ve done some stuff with fearless 
pride. It started in the middle of the year. 
Recognizing students for their achieve-
ments,” said Knowlden.

He has also helped with the new recy-
cling program so that the school could both 
go green and save more money.

“We’ve actually gotten the school to 
change which recycling company they 

use so that now we get better deals,” said 
Knowlden.

For the remainder of the year, Knowl-
den and the rest of the ASB team will be 
“teaching their protégés how to be them 
next year.”

Working closely alongside Matt Main 
and Tyler Brown as Public Relations, and 
performing as a double agent as a cheer-
leader, Bre Baumann is our only female 
ASB exec. She helped pass the famous re-
cycling reform of 2010 to help the school 
both save green and go green.

“We’re kind of like the eco club now,” 
said Baumann.

Since the end of the school year is so 
close the ASB offi cers have been working 
on a top secret code book which will be 
passed on to future members of the secret 
ASB society.

“We’re basically working on the ASB 
notebook which is like each year you add 
what you’ve done or changes you’ve made 
to the notebook to help next year’s offi -
cers,” said Baumann.

In Baumann’s fi nal days at LSHS, she 
will be helping out next year’s offi cers to 
be just like them next year, and to continue 
to pass on Lake Steven’s legacy to future 
generations.
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Leadership has been involved in count-
less events at our school this year. From the 
sports assemblies to the giving tree to the 
food drive they have really made an impact 
in our school and around our community. 
Leadership kids were involved in the spirit 
weeks, the Jeans for Teens drive, the “Cents 
for Tents” drive, and many other volunteer 
activities. The students in Leadership are 
grateful for the opportunities they have had 
in the class. 

“I’ve learned at lot of life skills in general, 
and it’s made me able to get out there more 
and socialize more,” said senior Leader-
ship student Emily Granston.

 Leadership has really changed the high 
school experience of many of the students. 
“Leadership has had such a big impact that 
I can’t even imagine my high school expe-
rience without it,” said graduating Leader-
ship student Jordan Wyrick. 

Although there have been many activi-
ties that Leadership has sponsored, there 

are some that stand out more than others 
to the students. One of the events that re-
ally sticks out in their minds is the food 
drive that was held this past winter. “When 
we did the canned food drive we set that 
goal and a lot of the people were saying 
that we wouldn’t be able to do it, but our 
whole school, and all of the teachers and 
the community just came together,” said 
senior Leadership student Chirstian Reid. 
A few other memorable events include the 
dodgeball tournament, the student vs. staff 
basketball game, and the Senior citizens 
dinner. 

The students in Leadership also have 
a few bits of advice to share with future 
Leadership students. This advice includes 
work hard, don’t procrastinate, and put all 
that you have into Leadership. “Don’t let 
your own ideas just be dropped, always 
fi ght for them,” said senior Katie Egelstad. 
“Creativity is a gift, use it.”  

To the Leadership Seniors - I appreciate all the hard work, dedication and deter-
mination that you have all put into this class. I know the effort you all put into your 
committees and it does not go unnoticed. Whether it be late night assembly set ups or 
food/present drives you all committed yourself to making each project the very best it 
can be and I thank you for that.  We have had some awesome times together and it is 
amazing how the year has fl own by. It seems that we were at Leadership Camp swat-
ting bugs off of us only a short while ago. The skills you have learned in this class with 
organization, managing people, and communication with be invaluable to your future. 
I know each of you will do great things and I will miss seeing each of you on a daily 
basis. Always remember “It is easier to ask forgiveness than permission” and “No Glit-
ter,” which are two valuable phrases that can be used in any aspect of your life.  GOOD 
EFFORT GANG and I will miss you - now go on and conquer the world!

-Mr. Cronin



ValhallaDrama
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Five Questions for the Drama Kids...
1) What will you remember most about Drama? 2)Will you do anything involving Drama after high school?

 3)What was your favorite memory? 4)What have you learned this year? 5)How long have you been in drama?

Photo courtEsy oF bacKstagEauDio.nEt

Madeline Heffernan

1) Because it pretty much shaped my high school experience. I’ve met some super awesome people and I just had some really fun times 
and I love acting. 

2) Yes, I’m not going to major in it most likely but I’m planning to go into Community theater. Since I’m going to UW I’d like to help 
out with their undergrad program, take classes, and help out with plays anyway I can. I will even be their little drama lackey, just to 
help out in anyway. 

3) During “A Christmas Story,” I usually hung out with a couple of extras, Nate and Nicky. And because we weren’t on that much we 
usually just sat back in the wings and talked the entire time, usually about Indiana Jones and Caesar salad . So many inside jokes were 
created during that time. It was so much fun. During one of the shows, one of the actors, Lexy Greenwood, fell asleep backstage on 
John Mulinskis’ lap and every time he tried to get up, she’d grab onto him or hit him because she was sleep walking, or something, so 
we had to try and get her off of him without waking her up. And he had to go on and all of us had to be super quiet. It was hilarious. 

4) I learned enough dirt on every single person in drama that I could have enough black mail money to last me pretty much for the rest 
of my life.

5) Four years. I’m the only person to have been involved in all eight plays. 

Patrick Dunican
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1) All the experiences that I had. And the people that I met.
2) Maybe. I still haven’t decided what I’m going to major in.
3) Playing pranks on the actors during the last play and having the intense dance parties in the dressing 

room.
4) I’ve learned how to make people quit the play.
5) Since freshmen year.

1) I was able to make a ton of different new friends. I was able to be a part of different experiences that many other people 
weren’t able to do.

2) At the Art Institute of Seattle I’m going to, there is a drama club I’m going to be part of. 
3) Being on stage for “A Christmas Story,” which was my fi rst speaking role.
4) I learned how to be patient and deal with a lot of people, like Sadie and Jake . 
5)  My fi rst drama experience was in the  7th grade at LSMS when we did “A Midsummer Nights Dream” and I was a failure at 

being one of the directors.

Kelsey Jennings 1) It will be memorable for me because I was there everyday. The stage is like home. Drama 
also brought different kinds of people together. You can have the popular cheerleader and that 

kid with the fox ears walk into the drama room and everyone is equal. It’s like a big family. 

2) Yes I am. I did the production “Back To The 80’s” in the spring with a theater company and I plan on continuing with community 
theater 

3) My mums’ fat…a fat witch…I HATE her. Oh, and probably being 3rd girl in a Christmas Story. 
4) I learned how to successfully push every one of Gerrards’ buttons. And what a Fat Hat is.
5) Since freshmen year.

Will Reeves

Interviews conducted by Anais Mendez
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Senior band members refl ect on their band experience
JORY WEISSERT
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Senior Band members Sarah Litt-
man, Emily Brigolin, Tyler Springer, 
and John Vickery reminisce on their 
past band experiences.

What They’ll Miss the Most:

Sarah Littman: “I’ll miss 
the people.  This is an incred-
ible group of people that we’ve 
been with since freshman year.”

Emily Brigolin: “We’ve just gotten 
to know each other for so long that 
we all just work pretty well togeth-
er.”

Sarah Littman:  “I’ve met peo-
ple who live in Idaho, and Oregon, 
and Canada, who I’ve met on band 
trips.  And the fact that I might never 
be able to do that again, or at least 
not as a teenager where it’s all open 
and not very formal. I think I’ll miss 
that going through a school program 
like this.”

All four of the members agreed to 
the band being like a second family.  

Favorite Memories:

Sarah Littman: “I think one of 
my favorite moments is seeing my 
friends after the entire summer when 
they go away to band camp.  To see 
them again and freak out.” 

Tyler Springer: “I think my favor-
ite memory is when the drum line 
played at Haggens. And there was 
this one guy that always comes there, 
and he’s kinda crazy but he’s really 
nice and fun.  You know, he donates 
money and stuff like that.  I think 
that’s really fun to see the apprecia-
tion from the community members.” 

John Vickery: “I know one of the 
things that was big for me was I 
transferred here Sophomore year, I 
wasn’t here as a freshmen.  But when 
I came, I went to the band camp be-
fore school actually started, and I 
immediately had 70 friends at the 
fi rst day of school, 70 faces I recog-
nized.  So that was a big help, and a 
big infl uential aspect.”

Sarah Littman: “When I started 
at the high school, I was a typical, 
whiny, terrible, kind of freshman kid 
that nobody wants to be around.  But 
through band I think I’ve gained a 
little bit of restraint, and by playing 
[an instrument] that’s a little bit big-
ger than me, I had to learn how to 
have fun with it or else I was going to 
drown myself in my own misery of 
carrying around something so big.”  

Advice to future band students:

Emily Brigolin: “Don’t join if you’re 
not serious, and [if] you’re not will-
ing to be committed.”

John Vickery: “Stick with it, because 
in middle school, you’re not going to 
sound like the highschool band.  It’s 
going to take some work.”

Sarah Littman: “You can join band 
even if you’re not a very skilled mu-
sician at all. We’ve had foreign ex-
change students who have join the 
band and they didn’t know anything 
about any of the instruments.”

  After high school band:

Sarah Littman: “I’m going to be 
a music teacher.  I’m going to do 
Proff’s job.”

Tyler Springer: “I want to keep 
playing casually.”

John Vickery: “I’m going to audi-
tion for the band up there in Central, 
where I’m going next year.  But if I 
don’t end up getting in, that’s fi ne, 
but I’m still going to keep playing, 
defi nitely. Whether that be my trom-
bone, piano, guitar, or all the other 
stuff I do.”    

What you walk away with from 
Band?

Emily Brigolin: “You can walk 
away with so much more than 
just playing an instrument.”

John Vickery: “You walk away with 
all the awesome memories, all the 
friends you had.” 

To Proff:

Sarah Littman:  “Thank you for car-
ing.  He cares more than any teacher 
I have ever known. Not just about 
how you play as musicians, but how 
we are as people.  And he teaches us 
things that teaches us to be good peo-
ple beyond music.  He has an insane 
schedule, but I have never known 
him to turn anybody down when they 
were crying or when they need as-
sistance or when they needed advice 
about something that was going on in 
their life.”

Emily Brigolin: “I wanted to say 
thanks, too, [because] sometimes he 
pushes us outside our comfort zone, 
and it’s good for us.”

Schedule:

Tyler Springer: “We have drumline 
practice every friday.  So we do stay 

on top of it”

Sarah Littman: “But even so, it’s all 
worth it, because it’s not really a la-
bor, it’s a labor of love.  This [was] 
something we could go to everyday, 
and know, and speak the language, 
and we wouldn’t keep coming back 
to do the work if we didn’t like it.”

John Vickery: “We brought home 
best trombone section from CBC.  I 
mean all these things that just makes 
the work all pay off.”

Tyler Springer: “Also, the drum 
line is getting a lot more publicity 
within the community.  We play at 
Haggens, we did a cancer benefi t this 
year, that was our fi rst time this year, 
and I’m sure we’ll do it again.  And 
yeah.  We’ve played at Safeway to 
collect canned food for the food 
drive.  We do all kinds of stuff.  We 
did the big grand opening at Sports 
Authority. It’s special.  It’s really 
nice to see all the smiles people get, 
bobbing their heads, and getting into 
it.  It just makes all the time and ef-
fort, all the Fridays for four years of 
school, every Friday, so worth it.”

John Vickery: “We were at one of 
the volleyball games, we were at 
state football, at state basketball.”

Tyler Springer: “And drum 
line played a soccer game, too.”

Accomplishments:

Tyler Springer: “Not single hand-
edly, but I think that the drum line is 
just really great this year.”

Emily Brigolin: “I felt like I accom-
plished being able to do new things I 
never thought I could on the trumpet, 
like playing higher.”

John Vickery: “For me, and I think 
I’m speaking for the entire trombone 
section right now, is bringing home 
the best trombone section from Ed-
munds and from CBC.  I mean, we put 
so much work, so much sectional time 
in that piece, and we got the reward.”

Seniors John Vickery, Sarah Littman, Emily Brigolin, and Tyler Springer

Photo by Emma DErus
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VALHALLAFashion

Ladies weren’t the only ones to take a much more 
dressed up approach to fashion in 2010. Men also found 
themselves jumping on the thrift store bandwagon, 
donning sweaters and button down shirts, a contrast to 
the t-shirt and jeans uniform usually preferred by the 
guys. Men also adopted the hipster style, many wearing 
brightly colored hoodies from American Apparel and 
shirts from Urban Outfi tters. Skinny jeans remained a 
wardrobe staple, but the guys resisted the urge to raid 
their girlfriend’s closet and opted for a much looser 
fi t.  Beanie caps and straight-billed baseball hats were 
among the popular accessories chosen by men. The se-
nior boys reversed the trend of the dying wristwatch 
by sporting their own classic Rolex look-alikes. Clean 
shoes and a groomed appearance were common for most 
guys, while some sought out a more grunge look. Band 
t-shirts with classic blue jeans were a popular style and 
it wouldn’t be complete without a head of long hair. This 
year, the boys of ‘10 adapted to the economic crunch by 
sticking to places like Target, thrift stores and outlets for 
their fashionable attire. The men’s style perfectly com-
plimented the ladies’ dressier attire, overall creating a 
classy and fashionable Class of 2010.

The struggle to bring back the 80’s fashion in full force 
fi nally seems to be dying down. It appears that the girls 
of Lake Stevens High school have taken to a mixture 
of Hannah Montana and 50’s attire. Almost everywhere 
you look, you are bound to fi nd a cardigan and a skirt or 
dress combo. Even the more recent trends, such as that 
whole “emo” thing have dried up. 
The hipster movement which is by far the most com-

monly seen around Lake Stevens and other northwest 
locations has even morphed into a dress, skirt, and some 
jewelry most likely purchased from an antique/thrift 
store (or an Urban Outfi tters for a much higher price). 
Straightened hair has been suffering as more natural 
hairstyles take the lead in hairstyles. 
It’s as if a more natural look is the goal, which to me 

is a breath of fresh air. Granted, there are tons of the 
basic styles that last through the years and are seen of-
ten, such as school or sports clothes or just jeans and a 
T-shirt. However as far as the mainstream goes, it seems 
short shorts will no longer steal the spotlight. Dresses, 
skirts, and other “ladylike” clothing articles seem to 
have made a full-swing comeback. 

What’s your style?

BRITTON NESHEIM
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I see myself helping 
children in Africa.

 -Taylor Dennis“ “

ValhallaPredictions

I see myself being a fugitive 
living in another country.

 -Clara Kurtenbach“ “

I will open my own su-
per arcade in Tokyo, Japan 
waiting for someone to beat 
me at DDR for there will be 
no competition, not even 
Nathan Cash!

 -Tanner Hughes

“ “

I see myself as having a talk 
show called “Did You Know?” 
featuring untrue facts.

 -Kristine McEven
“ “

Rocking stadiums in 
Japan.

 -Matt Main“ “
“Directing mov-

ies, because it is 
the only thing I 
can see myself do-
ing in the future. 
I want to direct 
movies like Avatar, 
science fi ction and 
action.”
 -Jordan 

Mason

“Teaching classes 
at Hogwarts School 
of Witchcraft and 
Wizardry.”
 -Jordan 

Wyrick

“A veternarian, be-
cause then I would be 
Dr. Doolittle. I like ani-
mals and the name fi ts. 
I’m going to be a lizard 
vet.”
 -Ian Doolittle

“Maybe I’ll be 
married, maybe 
i’ll have kids. I 
don’t know, but 
I hope so.”
 -Michelle 

Duncan

“I see myself 
in the military. 
I’m actually 
enlisted in the 
military right 
now.”
 -Robby 

Ochiltree

“President of the 
world, married to 
someone hot like 
David Beckham, 
I’ll push Posh 
Spice out of the 
picture.”
 -Caley 

Mintken

I’m going to be the 
very best horseback 
rider that there ever 
was.

-Madeline Scott

“ “

Probably be a Russian 
mail-order bride with an 
adopted Haitain

 -Delaney Brooks
“ “

I will be very rich and have 
houses all over the world. And 
pay people to do everything I 
don’t want to do! I will make 
Channing Tatum divorce his 
wife so he can be mine!

 -Sophie Odegaard

“ “

I’ll be dead. 2012, you 
know?

 -Ysabella Licciardi“ “

I will be in the air 
force, deployed to Pan-
dora to do the job right

 -Jesse Purvis

“ “

I’m going to be a dentist work-
ing for another dentist with my 
own house, husband and possi-
bly have one child by then.

 -Melody Trivisonno

“ “
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J u s t i n 
Grow is one 
of the best 
w r e s t l e r s 
on the team. 
“Being in 
w r e s t l i n g 
affected my 
experience 
because it 
helped me 
build char-
acter deter-
m i n a t i o n 
and mus-
cle,” said 
Grow. 

“My best 
m e m o r y 
was when I 
was trapped 
at the LAX 
airport ;we 
went to a 
tournament in Cali and we had just got done. We got to the airport at 3:00 a.m. They didn’t 
believe I was 17 because I forgot my card, so they held me for like 20 minutes before my plane 
took off,” said Grow on his best memory.

“My goal is to attend Highline up near SeaTac and I plan to wrestle for a couple years then I 
plan to transfer to a university that has wrestling, preferably Oregon,” said Grow.

“I learned how to become a better person I learned how to complete tasks and build my char-
acter along with determination, “said Grow.

His fondest memory of wrestling  “would have to be going to state or placing 8th. I still com-
peted against some of the best kids in the country and ranking 12th in the nation.” 

“I think everybody should do wrestling because it builds character and it’s better than football 
and track,”said Grow.

Scott Jerde is a record breaking se-
nior swimmer. “Being in high school 
swimming has made my high school 

experience 10 
times better, and it 
gave me something 
to concentrate and 
work hard on be-
sides homework. 
Sports kept me 
busy and that’s 
how I got through 
high school,” said 
Jerde.

“My best memo-
ry is when I broke 
the hundred fly 
record for swim-
ming. I’ve never 
heard so many 
people scream so 
loud in my life. 
Later that day me 
and my team broke 
two more records. 
It was awesome,” 
said Jerde. 

“I plan to swim 
for a club team at 
the University of 
Washington. And 
if they get a swim 
team I’ll swim for 

it,” said Jerde.
“I learned swimming is a great way to build friendship and it’s a great team 

sport,” said Jerde. “My biggest accomplishment is breaking the butterfly re-
cord, making it to state and achieving all of my goals.”

“Swimming is the greatest sport ever and every football player and wrestler 
who’s played it says it’s the hardest sport ever,” said Jerde. 
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Senior athletes who exceed standards
Scott Jerde

Photo by Emma DErus

Annie Thomas

Justin Grow
Photo by Emma DErus

Ross Jones is an all around athlete at our school who is graduat-
ing this year. “Track has caused high school to be a lot of fun be-
cause I pole vault. Pole vault is the coolest Track event ever,” said 
Jones. “Playing 3 sports has made me who I am because it’s always 
school, Track, and whatever after that. It would be weird to be in 
high school and not play a sport.” Jones also has many memories 
from track. “My best memory of Track is going to Red Robin with 
the pole vaulters for a team dinner,” said Jones. “I don’t know what 
I’m doing as far as Track after high school. I might be able to find 
some way to go practice for fun with our school record holder Josh 
Cole,” said Jones. ”I learned to be coachable and to have a good 
time with our poles.”

“My biggest accomplishment was getting 13 feet in pole vault and 
39’6 in a triple jump at the Stanwood invite this year, “ said Jones. 

“Being busy is like a way of life. When I’m not busy I feel weird.  
I always like having things to do,” said Jones. 

Ross Jones
Sam Parris is a very dedicated baseball player 

with ambitions that will go far. 
“Baseball made me get good grades and stay 

out of trouble,” said Parris.  
Good memories include “beating Marysville 

this year and the rides home on the bus. That was 
fun,” said Parris

After graduating, Parris wants to go to a uni-
versity. 

“I’m going to Skagit to play baseball then trans-
ferring to a university after that,” said Parris. 

Baseball taught Parris to have “a strong mental-
ity.”

Parris was selected as a first team All-league 
first basemen. How will he represent Lake Ste-
vens?

“425 for life,” said Parris. 

Sam Parris

Photo by Emma DErus

Photo by Emma DErus

Photo by Emma DErus

Annie Thomas is an extraordinary senior 
soccer player with many ambitions. “It’s 
made my high school experience better. It’s 
helped me focus on other things besides 
school,” said Thomas. 

When asked about her best memory, 
Thomas said it was the girl’s soccer assem-
bly. “We booty-shook in front of the whole 
school. It was pretty funny.”

After high school, “I’m going to SPU to 
play soccer at their school,” said Thomas. 

Soccer taught her valuable life lessons,   
“I learned how to get along with different 
types of people and coaches.”  

Thomas’s best memory, was being re-
cruited by SPU.  

“Soccer was really fun. I met a lot of cool 
people in the 4 years I was in soccer,” said 
Thomas.  

ValhallaAthletes
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Jacob Anderson
US Navy ROTC  ×
Scholarship
 National Merit  ×
Intermoc Foundation
 Paul Toomey  ×
Memorial Award
Danny Rummelhart  ×
Wrestling Memorial 
Scholarship

Arvid Isaksen
Rotary Club of Lake  ×
Stevens/Granite Falls 
Scholarship
Dean’s Scholarship  ×
at Pacific Lutheran 
University
Q Scholarship at Pacific  ×
Lutheran University

Clara Kurtenbach

First Presbyterian  ×
Church of Snohomish 
County
Central Washington  ×
University Academic 
Scholarship

Tara Loth
Walter Reed Music  ×
Scholarship
Flavia VanDyke  ×
Memorial Music 
Scholarship
Lake Stevens  ×
Education Foundation 
Scholarship

Melissa Peterson
Lake Stevens DECA  ×
Scholarship
Public School Employees of  ×
Lake Stevens Scholarship
Western Washington  ×
University-President’s 
Scholar
Lake Stevens Education  ×
Foundation Scholarship

Analisa Soverns-Reed

Lake Stevens Arts  ×
Commission
Lake Stevens Education  ×
Foundation Scholarship
Merridy Stillwell Memorial  ×
Scholarship

Brianna Baylis
Melinda Hardwick  ×
Creative Writing 
Scholarship
Dean’s List at Seattle  ×

Pacific University

Alewine, Joe Mae 
Athletic Scholarship at Yakima Valley Community  �
College

Alford, Kaila 
Melinda Hardwick Creative Writing Scholarship �

Armstrong, Josh 
Elks Vocational Grant �

Barnes, Korie 
Athletic Scholarship at Edmonds Community College �

Brady, David 
Mukilteo Kiwanis Scholarship �

Brigolin, Emily 
Lake Stevens Education Foundation Scholarship �

Brown, Tyler 
US Air Force ROTC Scholarship �

Cash, Nathan 
Lake Stevens Education Foundation Scholarship �
The Greater Lake Stevens Chamber of Commerce  �
Scholarship

DonTigny, McKenzie 
Otis Spunkmeyer Cookies Scholarship �
Rotary Club of Lake Stevens/Granite Falls Scholarship �
Lake Stevens DECA Scholarship �

England, Ian 
Elks Vocational Grant �

Gobble, Marah 
Seattle Pacific University Presidential Merit Scholarship �
Lake Stevens Education Foundation Scholarship �

Graef, Sara 
Rotary Club of Lake Stevens/Granite Falls Scholarship �

Grafe, McKensie 
Athletic Scholarship at Shoreline Community College �

Greene, Chanara 
Public School Employees of Lake Stevens Scholarship �

Heffernan, Madeline 
Lake Stevens Lions Club Scholarship �
Lake Stevens Education Foundation Scholarship �
The Chris R & Ellen T Calkins Scholarship in   �
Agriculture and Science Scholarship

Heinzer, Josh 
Athletic Scholarship at Iowa Central Community College �

Jerde, Scott 
Lake Stevens Lions Club Scholarship �
Rotary Club of Lake Stevens/Granite Falls Scholarship �
PSE * SSF - Puget Sound Engineering & Science   �
Scholarships Fund
Northwest Plus Credit Union �
Public School Employees of Lake Stevens Scholarship �
Damascus Lodge No. 199 of Granite Falls—  �
Free and Accepted Masons of Washington
Lake Stevens Education Foundation - Harv Jubie Award �

Knowlden, Cole 
Larry Jubie Scholarship �
The Greater Lake Stevens Chamber of Commerce  �
Scholarship

Lam, Susan 
Lake Stevens Lions Club Scholarship �
Lake Stevens Education Foundation - Scholarship �

LaPierre, Katherine 
Dustin Lee Canham Memorial Scholarship �

Laurine, Jamie 
Watson Memorial Scholarship �

Margett, Sawyer 
Dean’s Principle Scholarship at Gonzaga University �

Monahan, Megan 
Lake Stevens DECA Scholarship �
Lake Stevens Education Foundation Scholarship �
The Greater Lake Stevens Chamber of Commerce  �
Scholarship

Mulvaney, BrieAnne 
KA Makana-Distinguished Achievement Award �

Nasr, Sacha 
Rotary Club of Lake Stevens/Granite Falls Scholarship �
Lake Stevens Education Foundation Scholarship �
Dr. Jason Bourne Scholarship �

Nelson, Blake 
Careers That Work-2010 Scholarship Program �

Nickell, Desiree 
Athletic Scholarship at Shoreline Community College �

Osborn, Sandra
St. Johns University-Athletic Scholarship �

Patten, Hannah 
Lake Stevens Arts Commission �

Reside, Tyler 
Athletic Scholarship at Skagit Community College �

Savinski, Katie 
Melinda Hardwick Creative Writing Scholarship �

Schultz, Miranda 
Rotary Club of Lake Stevens/Granite Falls Scholarship �
Cliff Gilles Award �
Lacey Williams -Viking Spirit Award �
University of Idaho Achievement Scholarship �
Robert McCaslin Scholarship �
Ebenezer Lutheran Church Foundation Scholarship �
Western Undergraduate Exchange Scholarship �
The Greater Lake Stevens Chamber of Commerce  �
Scholarship

Spitzer, Nicole 
Lake Stevens Education Foundation Scholarship �
The Greater Lake Stevens Chamber of Commerce  �
Scholarship

Thomas, Annie 
Deans’ Scholar Award  �
SPU Grant   �
Athletic Scholarship  �

White, Rebekah 
Post 911 GI Bill �

Wyrick, Jordan 
The Greater Lake Stevens Chamber of Commerce  �
Scholarship

Jason Carroll
Everett Community  ×
College Academic 
Scholarship

Class of 2010
Scholarship  Winners
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Senior McKenzie DonTigny is 
perhaps one of the most dedicated 
and enthusiastic DECA students 
at LSHS. This is her fourth year 
in DECA, and she has no inten-
tion of stopping now, since she 
plans to double major in market-
ing and fi nance at Gonzaga.

DonTigny also has the distinc-
tion of being one of only two 
seniors to attend DECA Nation-
als this year. “Nationals this year 
was a lot of fun,” said DonTigney, 
“although I didn’t place, which 
was unfortunate and sad.” How-
ever, this wasn’t McKenzie’s 
fi rst time at Nationals; she was 

also given the honor of attending 
during her sophomore year. “Be-
ing my second year at nation-
als, I knew what to expect,” said 
DonTigny, “so I was able to step 
out of my box a little more.” But, 
even though she didn’t place at 
the competition, it gave her an 
opportunity to meet other future 
Gonzaga students. “I was able to 
network with several seniors at-
tending my college next year,” 
said DonTigny, “which was pret-
ty cool.”

DonTigny is sad to leave her 
DECA group behind and will 
miss it terribly, “I honestly don’t 
know what I would have done in 
high school without DECA,” said 
DonTigny. Because of the DECA 
classes, McKenzie has complete-
ly changed her career path, as 
she had originally thought she’d 
become an interior designer. 
“DECA isn’t like that one math 
class that you just take to get the 
credit for,” said DonTigny, “it’s 
something that’s followed me all 
throughout high school, it’s in-
fl uenced my career path and it’s 
infl uenced me as a person.”

McKenzie DonTigny: 
DECA Champion of the World

DECA Superstars reach for Louisville dreams
Anthony Rose: A 
Diamond in the Rough

Anthony Rose is the other senior DECA 
student to attend the Nationals competi-
tion this year. Rose and his partner, Junior 
Kraig Looney, were fortunate enough to 
place 16th in their event, which means that 
their project ranked 16th in the country: a 
great way to end Rose’s time in high school 
DECA.

Rose, however, doesn’t plan to continue 
DECA at Western Washington University 
next year, but instead hopes to become a 
teacher. Yet, Rose is still appreciative of the 
skills he gained from his DECA classes, “I 
know for a fact that’s its made me a much 
better public speaker,” said Rose, “and 
it made me understand how the business 
world works.” Rose hopes that these skills 
will transfer over somewhat into his future 
career.

And even though he won’t be continuing 
with DECA, Rose is grateful and glad that 
he took the class. Without DECA, Rose 
believes that he would have taken a less 
useful class. “I would probably have some 
other AP class that I really don’t need,” said 
Rose, who is one of the top AP students at 
the school.

Placing at DECA Nationals was a great 
way for Rose to end his three years in 
DECA, and he hopes that other LSHS stu-
dents will join the program. “Take advan-
tage of all the opportunities you’re given in 
DECA,” said Rose, “because they’re really 
once in a life time and you won’t get to do 
them again.” MADELINE HEFFERNAN

staFF rEPortErstaFF rEPortEr

Photos, From louisvillE, contributED 
by mcKEnZiE Dontigny 

anD mrs. morton

CONGRATULATIONS ON A JOB WELL DONE! 
EACH OF YOU REPRESENTED LSHS DECA 
WELL IN LOUISVILLE, KY AT THE INTER-
NATIONAL DECA COMPETITION THIS YEAR. 
MCKENZIE, YOU COULD NOT HAVE BEEN 
MORE PREPARED AND YOUR SKILLS ARE 
AMONG THE BEST! ANTHONY, YOU PAVED 
THE WAY FOR THE COVE TO BE INTER-
NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR MEETING 
NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR A SCHOOL BASED 
ENTERPRISE! I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING 
WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS FOR EACH OF 
YOU. 
BEST OF LUCK! ~MRS. M

“

“



VALHALLASenior Success

Three seniors survive high school with academic records unscathed
4.0 is more than a number, it’s a way of life

Senior Sacha Nasr has one regular class all day, but not because 
she signed up for it. Honors CWI wouldn’t fi t into her loaded 
schedule of AP Biology, UW Eng- lish, AP Statistics, AP 
Psychology, and UW French.

Even in middle school, when most of us had our 
minds on everything but school, she had a 4.0, and 
said “my parents especially wanted me to keep it up, 
but I think I would have on my own anyway.”

Her mindset when going into every 
class is to get an A, wheth- er it’s AP 
Biology--which she said was 

a “killer”--or some- t h i n g 
easi- er. “UW 

Eng- l i s h , ” 
she said, “has al-
ready thwarted t h a t 
goal for me [of a 
4.0 in college],” she 
said. She’s going to the 
University of Washing-
ton next year and after that, 
medical school to become a pe-
diatrician.

Around this time--or earlier--is 
when most students begin to slack off 
and see their perfect or nearly perfect 
GPA’s fl ounder in the aftermath of mul-
tiple missing assignments or a medio-
cre fi nal. Not Nasr: If you’ve had a 4.0 
this long, why not push through until 
graduation? It’d be like running three 
quarters of the way around the track 
in fi rst place and then just deciding 
“Eh, I don’t feel like it” at the end,” 
she said. She stresses how 
helpful it is when ap-
plying for scholar-
ships, a task she’s 
done many times over 
this year

Her favorite classes-
-French, Marine Biol-
ogy, Photography, and 
AP Psychology--and her favor- i t e 
teachers--Mr. Neuman, Mr. Unckles, 
Mr. Talley, and Mr. Berg-- have much to 
do with her love and dedi- cation towards 
school.

Before you jump to conclusions that every 
waking moment of Nasr’s life is spent studying or 
focusing on schoolwork in some capacity, she even 
says herself that she has ter- rible study habits. “I 
procrastinate like nobody’s business but I still make it work 
at the end,” she said. She’s just like any other student, just a little 
more driven.

Senior Danielle Pringle said she never planned on 
maintaining a 4.0 throughout high school, it just 
sort of happened that way. “It just happened. It 
only became a goal to keep it when I realized I 

had something going for me in the middle of junior 
year,” she said.

She doesn’t seem to count herself with the other 
two 4.0 students because she’s not swamped with 
AP’s and UW’s. “People tell me I’m smart and I tell 
them they’re stupid for thinking so because I don’t 

take hard classes and I just have a work eth-
ic,” she said. Currently she’s taking AP 

Calculus, UW French, and Advanced 
Literature, which she says is one of 

her favorite classes she’s taken 
and one of her favorite teachers, 

Mr. Unckles. Other favorites 
are Digital Design, Psychol-
ogy, Creative Writing, and 
teachers Mr. Alderson, Mr. 

Palmer, and Mr. Berg.
She said her schedule is 

“fairly moderate and aver-
age. Not all extremely easy 

and not overly impressive,” but 
m o s t would disagree; it would make 
almost any student self-conscious at their 
merely average set of classes.

She explains the mindset of a 4.0 student 
when she said “generally if you have a 4.0 
it’s not in your nature to ‘want’ to slack 
off, it becomes a little goal that you want 
to reach for yourself, simply just to say 
you did it,” she said. 

“I think once you break the perfect-
ness, caring begins to slip,” she said 
about the slippery slope of slacking 
off. “Not putting in all this effort was 

never an option for me, I just naturally 
care,” she added, and mentioned that she’s 

never even had a late assignment- “if I did I’d 
feel like I was doing something really, really ter-
rible. I suppose I was raised that way,” she said.
Her natural work ethic will propel her to the Uni-

versity of Washington next year, but as for her perfect 
GPA- “not a chance.

When asked whether or not she thought people were intimidated 
by her perfect grades, senior Emily Drew said, “I don’t think I’m 
an intimidating person. Ever. I’m too much of an awkward nerdy 
person.”

With a trophy case with awards like AP Scholar with distinction 
and National Merit Finalist, and a schedule that includes AP Art 
History, AP Statistics, UW English, and UW French, intimidating 
would be a good word to describe her.

“It’s just who I am. I’ve always been one of those people who 
work really hard at everything. Chalk it up to a combination of 
genetics and spending most of my life as a gymnast,” she said.

She too didn’t always put the goal of a 4.0 in the forefront of 
her mind. “I think at one point at the very beginning of freshman 
year I thought it would be cool if I kept my 4.0, but it didn’t really 
become a goal until later, when I realized that it was actually a 
possibility,” she said. 

Being the worrisome perfectionist like most grade-conscious stu-
dents are, she always goes into a school year with the same mind-
set, “Every year I think, ‘Okay, this is it. This is the year.’ I basi-
cally start every year thinking I’m going to lose my 4.0.”

Now that her goal is fi nally met, however, the awards are plenti-
ful, but Stanford and Harvard aren‘t throwing money at her like 
most would expect. “People tend to assume 
that I will get into every college in the 
world just because I have a 4.0, which 
is defi nitely not true.”

She is excited to attend Reed 
C o l l e g e i n 

P o r t l a n d , 
Oregon next 
year, a liber-
al arts school 
that’s slightly 
larger than our 
school. Among the 
aspects she’s most 
looking forward 
to (and these are 
equally important, of 
course): “they have 
a nuclear reactor run 
almost entirely by 
undergrads, and 
a comic book 
library. It’s go-
ing to be awe-
some.”

EMILY GARVIN
staFF rEPortErstaFF rEPortEr

MADELINE HEFFERNAN
staFF rEPortErstaFF rEPortEr

Nathan Cash will be our student elected 
speaker this year at graduation. Given how 
involved Cash has been this year, few peo-
ple are surprised by this selection, including 
Nate himself, “I have been really active in the 
school this whole year and a lot of people have seen 
the work I’ve been doing,” said Cash, “so I wouldn’t say 
I was expecting it, but I guess I’m not surprised that I 
was chosen.”

This is also a bit of a dream come true for Cash, who 
has hoped to be a graduation speaker since 7th grade, 
“It’s something that I’ve wanted to do ever since my 
brother’s graduation in 2005, “ said Cash. So, he’s had 
a few years to get pumped for it, and now he’s ready.  
“I think I’m more excited than I am nervous,” said 
Cash, “and I feel like I can come up with something 
pretty decent to say.”

Hoping to shy away from over-arching ‘bridge 
metaphors’ and clichéd quotes, Cash plans to go a 
bit more personal, “But personal to the level where 
it can relate to everyone, rather than just telling 
stories,” said Cash.

After graduation, our student elected speaker will 
be traveling to California to attend the University 
of California Berkeley, where he plans to major in 
either American or political studies.

Damon Yeutter was selected by the staff to speak at 
graduation. He does ASB, AP classes, clubs, and nu-
merous activities; it’s no wonder why the teachers 

chose him. However, Yeutter was a bit taken 
aback by the decision, “I actually thought that 
I’d got enough people to vote for other people 
that I wouldn’t have to,” said Damon, “I told 
all my teachers to vote for Arvid or Sacha and I 

told all my friends to put Cole down, because God 
knows that would have been funny; but I still 
ended up with it.”

 That’s not to say he isn’t grateful for the op-
portunity, but the task is a bit daunting. “I’m 
defi nitely nervous,” said Yeutter, “because, even 
though I don’t mind speaking in front of people, 
I don’t like speaking in front of other students. 
If it was all of the adults I’d be totally cool with 
it because adults are just boring and you can say 
whatever you want and they still think it’s cool, 
but kids are way more vicious.”

Although he hasn’t decided exactly what he’s 
going to say to all of us come June 8th, Yeutter 
does have a basic plan done. “I know I want it to 
be both funny and serious,” said Yeutter, “and just 
a good fi ve minute speech to pump the kids up 
and get them ready to graduate.”

 Next year, Yeutter will be attending the Uni-
versity of Washington where he hopes to enter 
law school.

NATE CASH DAMON YEUTTER

Photos by Kami yorita
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...and the king 
is...Whitlock!

 When I fi rst met David 
Whitlock I was in sixth 
grade, and he was in eighth. 
I remember the long hair, 
and him being in the talent 
show with his band. To me, 
it seems he has come full 
circle. He was the really 
cool older TA to my class, 
and now he is Lake Stevens 
High School’s 
Prom King. 

W h i t -
lock’s se-
nior year 

has been marked by a few 
memorable pockets of at-
tention. His band was fea-
tured in the Valhalla, he was 
a contestant for Mr. LSHS, 
and he is now ending his 
year with the title of the 
King. Although his senior 
year was surely the topping 
on his high school career 
cake, he has enjoyed his 
life here at the high school. 

Many knew Whitlock long 
before his senior days, but 
his newfound fame from 
Mr. LSHS may have been 
part of what got him nomi-
nated for King, as well as 
his many other charming 
qualities. 

“I think I 
got nomi-
nated be-
cause I 
try to mix 
w e l l 

with everyone instead of 
some specifi c faction. I’ve 
tried to steer clear of any-
one’s beef with everyone 
else,” Whitlock said. 

Perhaps it is his angelic 
hair, or his way of getting 
along with so many, but 
whatever it was, it defi -
nitely won people over. 
His video portrayed a very 
familiar feeling for many, 

“my video was just about 
being awkward, which ev-
eryone can relate to, and it 
was a big contrast to my ap-
pearance in the assembly, 
where I tried as hard as I 
could to be one bad mamma 
jamma,” Whitlock said. 

The assembly was one 
to remember for many, es-
pecially the seniors, and 
Whitlock enjoyed his part 
in making sure it would 

be a great way to fi n-
ish the senior’s 

year. From 
his strut which he 

says was “satisfyingly 
evil,” to his robot dance 

with junior Alex Torneby, 
he was a character many 
could relate to. The school 
rallied around Whitlock, 
and he was the one to take 
the crown.

“The school takes you for 
who you are. I didn’t set 
myself up to be prom king. 
I just did what I did and was 
surprised when the school 
gravitated towards me.”

Lake Stevens High 
School chose Whitlock as 
their King, but many do not 
know exactly what it feels 
like to take the crown. 

“The crown was top 
heavy, and I had to kneel 
down in front of Haleigh in 
the pictures just to fi t. The 
most exciting thing was 
getting on top of Hoelzel’s 
shoulders in the big sea of 
people, getting high-fi ves 
and bows. And just realiz-
ing how many people I had 
met in four years.”

Mr. LSHS 2010: JB Piper
Senior JB Piper entered the Mr. LSHS competition be-

cause he wanted to end the year with a bang, and when 
he took the title, he was pleasantly surprised. Piper had 
entered the competition merely as something to do, and 
to take part in Lake Stevens High School ritual, and 
ended up leaving with the crown that 12 other candi-
dates had wanted. 

Many remember his “Does this smell like chloro-
form?” pickup line and his truffl e shuffl e from the 
show, and laughed with everyone else as Piper com-
manded the stage. 

Piper admitted to not even practicing his routine, say-
ing that “95% was ad-libbed.”

With his by-the-wind routine, Piper did not expect 
to even make it past the fi rst round. When he did, he 
thought that his biggest competition was going to be 
senior Jordan Anderson. Anderson was Lake Stevens 
High School’s Viking mascot this year, and used the Vi-

king head during the competition. However his routine 
was no match to Piper’s, and when the two faced off 
at the very end, it was Piper’s truffl e shuffl e he thinks 
won. 

After he had been voted out, fellow senior and contes-
tant Anthony Cuadras recalls thinking, “If JB doesn’t 
win, this competition was worthless.” 

Now with the title of Mr. LSHS, Piper says he is 
stopped in the halls and asked about the competition 
still, and that it is the perfect way to end his senior 
year. 

The crown is still hanging in his bedroom for all those 
who enter to see that Piper indeed won the competi-
tion. 

Although Piper entered to simply be a part of his 
school, to hang out with a different group of guys than 
he normally does, and try to make his school laugh, he 
was the only one out of 13 that walked away with the 
Burger King crown, and the only one who can call him-
self Mr. LSHS. The other Mr. LSHS canidates congratulate Piper on his win.

SARAH RUIZ
sPorts EDitorsPorts EDitor

Photo by Emma DErus

Photo courtEsy oF mrs. granillo

ValhallaRoyalty

SARAH RUIZ
sPorts EDitorsPorts EDitor

Homecoming Queen 
Senior Homecoming Queen Miranda Shultz 

arrived at homecoming in her breathtaking 
red dress and danced her night away with her 
date senior Chris Perry. “The dance was very 
fun. Lots of people were there and I had a 
great time with my friends,” said Shultz.  

While the dance was a night to be remem-
bered for many others than just Schultz, she 
will remember it was the night she celebrated 
her win of the title. 

“[My competition] was Joydan Wryick and 
Caitlin Obee, both in my leadership class with 
me, and strong, outgoing girls,” said Shultz. 
With the competition tough, it was a pleas-
ant surprise when her name was called at the 
homecoming assembly, offi cially awarding 
her the crown. She was not the only one who 
was left a bit in shock; many others felt a 
feeling of a happy accomplishment. 

“My mom was quite shocked.  My fam-
ily, all of my family, was shocked, and 
they were all proud of me.  They called my 
grandpa in Texas to let him know or what-
ever because he had called.  He said, ‘Oh my 
gosh, that’s so good.  I told my entire town, 
and they’re all happy for you,’” Shultz said.
Shultz’s main strategy was just being herself, 
and to show how much she enjoyed talking 
and being in the company of other people.  She 
considers her greatest strengths to be her 
communication skills and even organization.  
“It wasn’t very hard for me to put myself 
out there in front of everyone because I’m 
in leadership. I’ve done it before and I don’t 
have a problem talking to lots of people,” 
Shultz said.

One of the best rewards for Shultz was that 
she felt it made her even more involved 
in the school and c o m -
munity.  

“It was 
an awe-
some ex-
perience, 
because 
p e o p l e 
i n 

the com-
m u n i t y 
would 
[ s a y ] , 
‘Oh my 
gosh, you’re homecoming 
queen! Congratulations!  It’s 
a big honor!’ People I didn’t 
even know where coming 
up to me and saying that.  I 

just never realized how much of an honor it 
was until now.”

Shultz claimed one of the biggest respon-
sibilities that came with being a homecom-
ing queen is being a good role model.  Also 
according to Shultz, a homecoming Queen 
has to be “A people person, able to talk to 
others, not rude, and put people down.”
In the future, this homecoming queen plans 
to go to the University of Idaho to study busi-
ness.  Shultz even has a glimpse of what she 
wants to be doing even later on in life than 
just college. 

“In ten years I see myself getting married 
and starting a family and in a career that in-
volves me working with people in something 
like event planning,” said Shultz.

While the future can seem exciting, and 
Schultz defi nitely has a plan, she says that her 
high school career will be one to be missed. 
“I look back to it all and had a good 
time.  From freshmen year to senior 
year, it’s all been fun,” said Shultz.
Shultz felt she ended her high school career 
with a bang, by being both Volleyball and 
Tennis captain. Shultz is also a part of the 
Leadership class.  Leadership class keeps her 
on the go and very involved in the school, 
but Shultz has learned how to juggle her 
many commitments and work hard to get 
everything done, even when events overlap 
each other.  She also loves photography and 
spending time with her friends and family.    
    “Senior year is the best because you’re the 
top dog and have a little more freedom than 
the underclassmen,” said Shultz.  

     What she will miss the most is “being 
involved and planning all of the events, and 
trying to come up with bigger and 
b e t - ter things we can do.”

    Winning the title of 
homecoming queen 
was an experience 

sure to set this year 
apart from all 

of the others.
    “It was 

t h e 
most 

amaz-
i n g 

e x p e r i -

ence.  Joy overcame 
[me],” Shultz said.

Photo by Kami yorita

JORY WEISSERT
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Senior Homecoming Queen Miranda Shultz 
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ValhallaSuperlatives

Most likely to...

Madeline Werner and Tyler Lanier

...be in love forever and ever

Kaitlynn Briggs and Jordan Anderson

...win a superlative

Hannah Patten and Darius Solomon

...bring world peace with their art

Katie Eglestad and Blake Nelson

...show up at next years prom

Sacha Nasr and Cole Knowlden

...win jeopardy 72 weeks in a row

Sam Minor and Brennan Frost

...compete in the Olympics

Mckenzie DonTigny and Nate Cash

...show everyone up at the reunion

Sarah Littman and George Albantov

...secretly be a vampire 

Photos by Kami yorita

Photo art by alicia tErry

...have a restraining order filed against 
them for stalking a celebrity

 Kayla Keil and Josh Thedsombandith

Emily Garvin and Damon Yeutter

...attempt construction of own death star 
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ValhallaGoodbyes

Hoping your days 
are filled with 

seashells and lollipops 
and walks on the beach

—Berg

Dear DECA Seniors:
Thank you for being such a wonderful group to work with! Many of you depart as the last of the four-year DECA 

students--the only students left who experienced the Haze and the Locker. Some of you leave with just one year 
of the DECA experience. 

Regardless of the time you spent in the program, I hope you benefitted from your time in business and marketing 
and have gained skills that better prepare you to enter the college and/or work environment.

Many of you took full advantage of the opportunities in DECA! From Camp Killoqua to FLC, WRLC, Area, 
LDC, ICDC, the Chamber Luncheons, Community Auctions, the Safeway Takeover, Shadow Program, Prom 
Fashion Show, the DECA Enterprise, Waterhouse, Ixtapa Company Luncheons, DECA Olympics, Lemonade 
Stand, School Carnival, and much more, you stepped up to each challenge and represented LSHS DECA with 
pride and professionalism.

With your savvy business skills, you made record sales in the Cove this year. You researched new products and 
found lower prices to maximize profits and provide value to our customers. Without hesitation, you gave up your 
lunch to cover a shift or bring in the Costco delivery when it arrived (of course) during 3rd lunch. Because of this 
dedication, you were able to give back generously to increase funds for ASB. I am proud of you!

This is not goodbye, but a welcome to come back as alumni to continue to make a difference in the program and 
share your experiences with the next group of students! You have left this program with big shoes to fill. I wish 
each of you much success and happiness! Keep in touch! ~Mrs. M

Thank you seniors!  
I have been blessed these past 

33 years to have worked with students 
who have taught me many things.  One thing 
I can tell you for sure, I graduated from high 

school in 1970 (that is right, 40 years ago!) and 
it goes by quickly!  So, please know that every-

thing you do has meaning; it is important to take 
the ups and downs of life as an adventure or a 

journey and not a destination. Continue to 
invest in yourself and may you find a 
vocation that you love because it is 

a wonderful gift.  
Enjoy!  Elizabeth Davis

“Be positive agents for 
change. Pursue passion, strive 

for excellence, seek truth, and care 
for others.” (Quote originally said by 
Arnold Hyndman, Dean of Rutgers 

University) Peace, love, and photogra-
phy! Love and all my heartfelt 

best wishes. 
-Mrs. Granillo

There are so many seniors 
leaving Drama Club this year, that as 

the list grew longer I grew more and more 
incredulous at how many talented and committed 

people have lent themselves to the stage who are now 
leaving. Many have been with the club for 4 years, and 
it feels like yesterday when I met them. I will miss each 
individual, and I am so thankful for how much fun and 
hard work and cheer they brought each time they burst 

through the door at 2:15. I am thrilled that now I am able 
to offer them support and opportunities beyond high 

school through booster club activities, so keep in touch. 
Whatever their pursuits, they will always be alumni of 

the LSHS stage. They are now part of 
the ones who have gone before, and I am 

proud of them. 
-Carrie Gerrard

Kami & Bella--
Your caring, generosity 

and leadership in Key Club 
have changed lives in your 

commnity and beyond!  The kindness 
we show to others is our greatest  re-
ward.  Thank you for your commit-

ment to change the world.  
All my best, Sra. Arcos

Karissa 
Grow: Your last name 

is perfect. Very few could 
possible know how triumphant 

your graduation, health, and 
potential is for you. 

-Steve Pitkin

Mes 
chers élèves:

C’était un grand plaisir de vous connaître! 
What a pleasure to have met you. I hope you 

have enjoyed it as much as I have. And now, as 
you start off on your lives after high school, I hope 

you see that there is a very large, diverse world wait-
ing for you. Not everyone will talk like you or live the 

same way that you do, but if you keep your minds open, 
your lives will only be richer if you get to experience 
those differences. My life is more interesting because 

I have been able to meet all of you, and I wish you 
luck and happiness! A bientôt, je l’espère…

-Madame Bailey

Writing 
a goodbye requires the 

tacit active thought that I can accept that 
this particular senior class can and will be leaving. 

I have rejected this thought for so long and have put off 
any melancholy for so long that I now sit in front of the cold 

screen touching lifeless keys attempting to feebly eek out some-
thing profound, memorable, or at least not embarrassingly stupid 
to say to all of you. How can I capture the feeling that teachers go 

through when they see their minions go forth into the world: how do 
you replace Dumb and Dumber? Sawyer and his solutions to the worlds’ 
problems? Can the continent of Europe ever be the same? Are the kids 
from the “Night Train” out of counseling yet? Is Tre still alive, or does 
he only exist in our memories? Will the Master debaters ever compete 
again? Will I ever see a 80% pass rate again? Will any of your moms 
miss me? Can I ever be this close to a group as a whole again???? In 
the end all I can say is that I have learned far more from you than I 
have taught and have enjoyed every moment of the journey. Enjoy 

college, it will be the best time of your life; remember what you 
have learned from me, tell the truth, fight to win, always read, 

argue your point, keep an open mind and most im-
portantly, remember where you come from and 

those who have helped you along the way.
-Neuman
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Valhalla Seniors Escape!
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Alissa 

Margett
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Nesheim
Catherine 
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Kami 

Yorita
Jordan 

Wyrick
Hannah 

Patten

Mass Breakout
ValhallaStaff

To my fabulous, exemplary, superb, outstanding staff:

It is with much difficulty that I write this goodbye to you. For some of 
you, we have been together since the beginning three years ago. We 
have had good times and bad times but we’ve always come through 
to put together an outstanding nationally recognized newspaper-it 
couldn’t have happened without you. Each and every one of you has 
tremendous talent and will go far with whatever you choose to do. It has 
been my honor and privilege to get to know you. I wish you all the best 
in life and sincerely hope that your lives are filled with joy and that it is 
all you hoped it would be. Be well. Regards,
       -Ms. Lagant
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