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It is impossible to replace a friend 
of over thirty-five years, someone with 
whom you’ve shared all the joys, sor-
rows, triumphs, tragedies and vicissi-
tudes of life, but it is also a great for-
tune to have had such a friend at all.

While we normally ask the ques-
tions “Who am I?” Where am I going?” 
and “How will I get there?”, in these cir-
cumstances we replace the latter two 
with “Where have I been?” and “How 
did I get here?”    

There remains, of course, the ques-
tion of who Jim was. 

He was a guy who liked to keep 
things compartmentalized. There was 
the school Jim—the one most of you 
know well, the farmer Jim, the philan-
thropist Jim, and the friend Jim.

As I indicated before, Jim remained 
a farmer at heart his whole life. He talk-
ed to me on more than one occasion of 
perhaps working out an arrangement 
so he could retire and spend half his 
time at the farm, and half back in Se-
attle. 

After the death of his father and 
older brother, keeping the family farm 

together was a mission for Jim. It had 
been homesteaded by his great grand-
father, who had hand built some of 
the structures remaining on the farm. 
I know that Jim has always wanted to 
travel, but he invariably spent at least 
a month every summer back home at 
the farm, and was always concerned 
that it be preserved for his nieces and 
nephews. 

Once, Jim asked my wife what she 
would do if she won the lottery. She 
said she would like to open a little 
organic farm and sell vegetables and 
fruit at a little roadside stand since she 
wouldn’t need the farm to make mon-
ey. He said to her that that wasn’t re-
ally his idea of farming—his was being 
able to stand on a hill and know that, 
as far as the eye can see, the land was 
yours.

Whatever spare time he had was 
most often dedicated to the farm.

Or it was dedicated to service to 
others. While in Yelm, for example, he 
served on the board of a local charity, 
Yelm Community Services, an umbrel-
la organization that ran the food bank, 
a thrift store, the ECAP and Head Start 
Programs in the local schools, and pro-
vided housing for disabled seniors and 
emergency housing for families that 
needed it.  

At Lake, Jim helped set up the Jo 
Derosier Scholarship when a mutual 
student of ours was murdered a num-
ber of years ago and initiated the fun-
run you might have read about in the 
paper or on the district website. He 
also organized the annual Honor So-
ciety Book Drive that collected used 
books in good repair and sent them to 
the poorest schools in the country. 

He served in other ways as well. 
I could never complain about how 
many letters of recommendation I had 
to write because he invariably had to 
write more. And he worked at them 
too. Almost all of our students who 

have gotten into prestigious colleges 
have him at least partially to thank for 
their admission. 

And he kept track of almost all of 
those students too! He would often 
tell me about a graduate who had gone 
here or done that. The students were 
his products and he monitored their 
progress. 

All this is not to suggest that Jim was 
always in earnest. I am sure that any 
number of people could talk about his 
sense of humor and his teaching shtick, 
like offering that the student to choose 
one of three alternative answers, two 
of which are ridiculous.

I remember one occasion on which 
Jim had taken a bunch of cross coun-
try runners to Seattle, one them 
asked about the overhead wires that 

the electric busses used. Jim told him 
that the buses of beginning drivers 
were hooked up to those so that they 
couldn’t make wrong turns.  And, be-
cause Jim said it, they believed him!

One thing that I always brought Jim 
to mind was the comment of Garrison 
Keillor on NPR, “Be well, do good work, 
and keep in touch.”  Those were the 
precepts Jim always seemed to live by. 

We were all, I think, woefully unpre-
pared for this circumstance.  In the end 
I think the best summation of what Jim 
meant to me and to the bulk of you 
here can be summed up in a brief cou-
plet from “Hamlet”:

He was a man, take him for all in  all, 
I shall not look upon his like again. 

     -Bruce Kelly

Excerpted from Mr. Bruce Kelly’s eulogy of Mr. Talley read at his memorial March 27 
LSHS community mourns the sudden passing of Mr. Jim Talley
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As the AP tests approach 
in May, many students at 
Lake Stevens High School 

are starting to prepare for the exams they will 
be taking. Whether they are taking AP Calculus 
or AP Art History, most have realized the tests 
are right around the corner, and studying for 
them can’t wait any longer. Although a month 
is still available for study time, many students 
have decided to start preparing now.

“I plan on studying the start of spring break. 
Definitely get some time in for sure,” said junior 
Louie Tayag, who’s taking AP Calculus AB, AP 
Chemistry and AP US History. However, other 
students have been studying much longer.

“I’ve been studying all year, but I’m going to 
study a lot harder the last three weeks before 
the tests,” said junior Jared Rahn, who hopes to 
pass his AP Art History, AP US History and AP 
English tests.

One of the challenges of studying for the AP 
tests, however, is finding the perfect technique, 

and even though everyone has his or her own 
way of studying, students often struggle to find 
a method that fits perfectly. 

“I’ll definitely buy a lot of review books and 
go over all my notes and do a lot of highlight-

ing,” said senior Megan Pryor, who’s taking 
three AP tests in May.

While studying hard should prepare stu-
dents for the exams, anxieties are still present.

“I don’t like writing the essays because 
they’re a lot harder,” said Pryor. Rahn also fears 
the essays. Each exam has an essay section.

“The hardest parts will be the essays, espe-
cially for English. The essays that are on poems 
are going to be very difficult,” said Rahn.

However, all of these students agree their 
teachers have helped them in preparation for 
the AP tests. 

“My teachers have done an excellent job giv-
ing me hints and different strategies to do my 
best for the AP tests,” said junior Louie Tayag.

For students who still need tips on prepar-
ing for the test, Rahn seems to have the most 
straight forward answer. 

“[There are] no real tips, just go to all the 
study sessions you can and good luck,” said 
Rahn.

AP tests bring students out of the woodwork to study
With exams coming up in May, and many students are preparing for college-level testing

by Kacie Masten 
Section Editor

Students in Mrs. Suzanne Kerker’s AP Psychology class study for their up-
coming AP test. Some teachers, like Mrs.Kerker, have planned AP review 
sessions each weeek.
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Many staff  and students have writt en their favorite 
memories about Talley on this quilt, made by Mrs. 
Heather Helman. It will be given to Mr. Talley’s family.

Photo by Elaine Potter

December 8, 1950 - March 23, 2012

Mr. Jim Talley



$50.00 off 

3/31/2012

$50.00 OFF of any course! Complete registration before 
end of March to take advantage of this o� er. 360-658-0911

50o� 
Marysville 911 Driving School

March 7th   (Mon/Wed)     6:30 p.m. - 8:50 p.m.
March 25th  (Sat/Sun)      1 p.m. - 3:20 p.m.
March 28th  (Mon/Wed/Thu)     4 p.m. - 6:20 p.m.
April 3rd   (Tue/Thu)      6:30 p.m. - 8:50 p.m.
April 22nd   (Sat/Sun)      10 a.m. - 12:20 p.m.
May 2nd   (Mon/Wed/Thu)     4 p.m. - 6:20 p.m.
May 14th   (Mon/Wed)     6:30 p.m. - 8:50 p.m.
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High schools offer the opportunity for students who do not 
attend the high school  to participate in school sports. Home-
link students are given the chance to still play for the high 
school even though they do not attend classes on campus. 

Homelink senior Dylan LaVelle is one student who takes advantage of the op-
portunity to play for Lake Stevens High School’s baseball team. 

“LaVelle is one of the most talented players I have ever played with. He’s one 
of the hardest workers on the team and helps keep everybody else on track,” said 
Junior Collin Patzer.

“I have been playing baseball since I could walk. It’s always been my sport,” 
said LaVelle. His long history of playing baseball has helped him to fit into the 
high school team and make an impression on his fellow players.

LaVelle’s hard work has certainly paid off; he is ranked second in Washington 
state and in the Top 100 in the country for shortstop  in the class of 2012. His 
talent has been recognized by publications such as the Herald, ESPN Rise as well 
as Lake Stevens High School’s Leadership class.

“It was fun being in the assembly. And I’m also honored to have been ‘the 
Great Dilly LaVelle’ as they [called] me in the assembly,” said LaVelle. 

Although recognition of his skill spreads nationwide, LaVelle prefers to focus 
on the team aspect of the game. He plays, not only for Lake Stevens High School, 
but also in a summer league with Mr. Chaffee. The summer team is an elite U18 
team that travels the state and the west coast; LaVelle plays on this team with 
fellow Lake Stevens’ players seniors Anthony Blackie and Jacob Nelson. Through 
the years LaVelle has made many long lasting friendships and developed impor-
tant skills he will likely use for a lifetime. 

“I feel like this year’s team is the best overall team I’ve played on in my four 
years on varsity. We have such a deep pitching staff and a great 1-9 lineup that 
we can compete with the best of the best. Plus we have such a great team chem-
istry that we are like one big family. Playing for LSHS has taught me how to be a 

leader, be a better teammate, be a better baseball player and be a better man,” 
said LaVelle. 

LSHS baseball star slides into victory
Dylan LaVelle speaks out about his life on the baseball field

Lady Vikings aren’t letting state slip through their mitts
After the softball 

team had a rough start, 
losing their first two 
games, senior captain 

Bridget Kyle says things are starting to look 
up.

“We started off kind of shaky, but we’ve 
played three games so far and were building,” 
said Kyle.

This isn’t to say that they’re perfect.
 “We still have stuff to work on, but it’s go-

ing good,” said junior captain Savannah Fort-
ney.

The Lady Viks’ last winning game ended in 
our favor with a win of 2-0 against Jackson, 
proving that our team has the potential to 
make it all the way. 

“Hopefully, we’ll be going to Districts and 
State,” said Kyle. 

But winning isn’t all the softball team 
strives for. 

“All the girls get along because there are 
girls that have been playing together for at 
least three years,” said Fortney. 

Kyle also commented, “This year’s team has 
been totally drama free!”

Softball is also one of the only sports where 
the teams have their own cheers that they 
chant during the game. 

“The thing is our team is really spirited.
If you ask the baseball fans, you can hear us 

when we’re playing a game, and we’re re-
ally loud. It’s a really fun atmosphere to be 
around,” said Kyle. 

The girls are also pleased with the coach-
ing, not only this year, but from past years too.

“The coaching’s been really good. It’s the 
same coaches from the past few years, and 
we’re really pushing to go to State,” said Kyle. 

“It’s so fun!” said Fortney.
Needless to say, the girls are excited about 

all aspects of the team this year, and they 
aren’t letting State slip by. So try to get out 
and cheer on our Lady Vikings softball team. 
Fans are encouraged to come out and spend 
some time on the field. Their schedule is on-
line at the LSHS website. 

Softball sets up for a line drive this season

by Samantha Wade 
Staff  Reporter

By Sarah Ruiz 
Editor-in-Chief

The girls’ soft ball team has bonded in a way that is common for sport teams. The group hopes their bond and skills will take them to make it to State 
this year. The team has started the year with wins and is excited for the rest of the season. 

Photo courtesy of Meredith Brown

Why does LSHS have 
the best sport teams?

We asked. You answered.

Senior Dylan LaVelle does not att end Lake Stevens High School, but is allowed to play for the school team. 
LaVelle goes to school through the Homelink program. He has awarded top ranks in the state, as well as na-
ti onally. 

Photo courtesy of Dylan LaVelle

Photos by Sarah Ruiz

“Because our desire to win is 
greaterthan other schools.”
—Alex Thompson
senior

“Probably because the excellent 
coaching staff and the determination 
of the athletes to preform their best.”
—Sarah Grassl (right)
junior

“We have the best coaches 
and we have the best times to 
support the team. ”
—Kyler Tobias
senior
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Get ready for goals galore from the soccer team
The boys look to score all the way to State

The boys’ soc-
cer team has 
their work cut 

out for them.  They have the task of fol-
lowing up a great season played by the 
Lady Vikings soccer team.  

The team has been training vigor-
ously for the upcoming season, prac-
ticing at ungodly hours of the morning, 
in below freezing weather to help per-
fect their skills. They’re keeping to the 
mantra of, “Blood, sweat, and tears”. 

“Sure the morning practices wear 
you out for the day, and they’re super 
cold, but it’s still a fun time.  I know it’ll 
all pay off when the season’s over,” said 
senior Peter Otusanya.

Fans are very excited for the boys 
team to win some matches.

“I can’t wait for the first game, I’ve 
been waiting all year,” said senior Scott 
Viboch.

The boys found themselves with 
two wins and one draw, placing them-
selves second in the Wesco North be-
hind rival, Snohomish, whom they 
played on March 29th.

So far, the games have been very 
exciting but with minimal Superfan 
turnouts.  Over the break, the Vikings’ 
soccer team played four more games, 
splitting the wins and losses down 
the middle.  Two wins and two losses, 

which puts them second in the Wesco 
North 4A division, still behind rival 
Snohomish.

One of the losses was a rematch 
with the Mariner Marauders, the first 
match against them was a two to one 
win over them.  But unfortunately, 
the second time around the Vikings 
weren’t as lucky.  The team, scoring 
only one goal and gave up three to the 
Marauders.

Another big loss was the one against 
the Snohomish Panthers, who are 
the number one team in the division.  
The final score was two to one a close 
match, and a match that the Vikings 
might be able to take the next time 
they play the Panthers. That game will 
take place at home on May 2, at 7:30 
pm p.m.

Snohomish is number one in the 
state and is also nationally ranked so 
the next game against them is huge 
for the Vikings, both for their pride, 
and for their stance in the division.  
The team is capable of beating their 
bitter rivals, staying with them in the 
first game.  One more goal and they 
would have had a draw, two more and 
they would have won.  The team was 
close, and they will do their best to 
prepare themselves for the rest of the 
season, leading up to the game.  The 

home games haven’t been as packed 
as they have in the past however.  The 
fan turn-out from the fall and winter 
sports was much higher than the ones 

for spring sports.                                                  
The Vikings will need all the fan 

help they can get to help them climb to 
the top of the Wesco 4A North division.

Tennis sea-
son is in full 
stride for the 

ladies, and while they had a shaky 
start due to the loss of 11 senior 
players last year, at press time 
they stand at three wins and only 
two losses in the WESCO North 
4A conference.

“We lost eleven seniors so it 
is kind of rough, but if you look 
at our last match and our first 
matches it is crazy how much 
we’ve improved,” said senior Eri-
ca Huffman, the varsity team cap-
tain.

They luckily won their match 
on Monday, April 9, five to two vs. 
Mariner, which is considerably 
better than their first match vs. 
Snohomish on Friday, March 16; a 
match they lost zero to seven.

Not only is the team’s playing 
improving, but so is their cama-

raderie. The team is very close, 
open with each other and get 
along well.

“We are like a family here. We 
don’t fight, we don’t argue, we 
don’t get mad at each other. We 
all just get along; it is like one big 
happy family,” said sophomore 
Erin Huffman. 

And the newest addition to this 
family is the team’s new coach, 
Jesse Bloomberg, who is very 
much loved by the entire team.

“Jesse Bloomberg, I love him. He 
takes our input. It is like coaching 
the coach. He is so close to all of 
us,” said sophomore Megan Huff-
man.

So, whether you are picking up 
a racket, or just hanging around 
the court, keep an eye out for 
these girls because they are shap-
ing up to be a force to be reckoned 
with.

Game, set, match
Girls tennis team swings 
into action on the courts

by Jake Sheridan
Staff  Reporter

Senior Colter Hill, who plays outside midfield as well as outside defense, shows his skills on the soccer field 
at an after-school practice.

Photo by Jake Sheridan

By  Vincent Bruscas
Staff reporter
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In, The 
Sneetches, a 

childhood story 
told by Dr. Seuss, 
there are fictional 
characters called 

sneetches. The 
sneetches are 

separated be-
cause they 
either have 

stars on their 
fur, or they don’t. 

Luckily, through-
out the story, 
the sneetches 
come to realize 

that stars don’t matter and that everyone is 
equal. 

For this year’s special education dance, The 
Sneetches is going to be the theme to symbol-
ize accepting and being aware of students with 

disabilities. 
“Our hope is to get some T-shirts with 

stars on them, and be able to give them 
to the Leadership [students.] But, we want 
our students to have T-shirts with stars too, 
so that there is not distinction or discrimina-
tion between the capable Leadership students 
and our students, who have some limitations. I 
think it’s a nice way to represent how nice it is 
for people to interact whether or not they have 
limitations, and to accept,” said special educa-
tion teacher Tom Scranton. 

Senior Taylor Douglas also believes that 
special education students deserve acceptance 
and thinks that the dance creates an opportu-
nity to support the special ed community. 

“I would go to support them and show [that] 
they aren’t any different from anyone else at 
the high school. And if other high schoolers 
can’t see or accept that, then that’s their loss. It 
shows how rude and close-minded they really 
are,” said Douglas.

To further the idea of acceptance, all stu-
dents can attend the dance.

 “I think that it is great because they are stu-
dents too. I think that it is great that they are 
getting recognized, and I think that it will be 
special for them,” said junior Stefani Cuevas.

Dance, itself, offers another form of commu-
nication.

“I would go to interact with all the kids 
there, whether it was dancing with them, 
talking to them, or just being around them. It 
would be amazing knowing that being there 
for them would put a smile on their face and 
make the night that much better,” said senior 
Kyler Tobias. 

Although the dance will be held in mid-May, 
the special education students have been ea-
gerly practicing their moves with the Wii dance 
game Fridays with P.E. teacher Chris Mattingly; 
they love the music.

Students who are interested in attending 
the dance need approval from Joe Cronin. Any-
one can be a sneetch. If “the sneetches forgot 
about stars and whether they had one, or 
not, upon thars,” [said Dr. Seuss] why 
can’t Viking students? 

What are Autistic kids really like?
A sister of a child with Autism breaks down what it 
is really like to live with a child who has Autism

Photo Courtesy by Kaelyn King

Being pati ent with children with Auti sm of any level is important. Sopho-
more Kaelyn King (left ) and her sister Kyndel King (right) have bonded 
despite Kyndel’s Auti sm.

by Kaelyn King
 Staff Reporter

My sister, Kyndel has 
extremely low function-
ing Autism, which means 

that she can’t socially interact and can’t 
connect her body with what she is trying to 
say. She can’t talk, and she makes noises as 
her way of trying to communicate. It’s diffi-
cult for her to sit still, so she flaps her arms 
around a lot and has a hint of OCD which is 
something unrelated to Autism. Despite all 
her disadvantages, she is the happiest and 
sweetest person I’ve ever met in my life.

My sister and I don’t fight, gossip, or even 
laugh together like other sisters. It’s totally 
different from other sibling relationships. 
We have our own ways of bonding. When 
she was ten and I was twelve I taught her 
how to play tag. She laughs hysterically ev-
ery time we play. I go easy on her of course. 
I also taught her how to high five, give hugs 
and play ring around the rosy. She cracks 

up every time I sing or dance too. I look ri-
diculous, but it’s totally worth it!

Some autistic kids can be over stimu-
lated and frustrated by the lack of commu-
nication with others and become violent. 
Sometimes families are forced to put their 
child into a home because of the violence 
inflicted on the family members and other 
people.  My family is extremely lucky that 
we have Kyndel because she has never 
lashed out and is always happy and calm 
most of the time. 

Kyndel uses a communication device 
that she carries around to tell us what she 
needs. We can usually tell what she wants 
without even using it, though, by her ex-
treme use of emotion. Her OCD makes her 
have a mental schedule of every day tasks. 
If she’s mad and it’s the time she usually 
eats, she’s mad because she’s hungry. It’s 
really helpful for us that she’s like this. It 

keeps us happy and her happy.
I’ve gotten used to the staring and 

all the curious looks that people give 
when my sister acts “not normal.” It 
used to outrage me so much as a kid, 
but now I get it. People just aren’t used 
to seeing autistic kids! I find this really 
sad because it really changes a person 
when they have a special connection 
to a disabled kid.

 Kyndel has taught me how to be 
patient with others and that I should 
always be thankful for my fully func-
tioning self. Most importantly, she’s 
helped me to not care about what 
other people think. She’s happy, and it 
never crosses her mind when people 
stare. Kyndel is my hero, and I love her 
so much.

Sneetches of all kinds are invited to 
come to the special needs dance

by Meagan Baron
Staff Reporter
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Misconceptions 
vs. the real deal

 
The start of April marks the 

beginning of Autism Awareness Month. 
As the number of children diagnosed with 

Autism increases, so does the need to further 
educate the public and raise awareness about the 
disorder.

 “I think the public not knowing much about Au-
tism contributes to why Autistic people are some-
how cut off from everyone else. We don’t know 
what to do about it or how to approach them that 
we just try to get out of their ways and ignore 
them,” said junior Lance Christopherson.

 About one in 110 children in the US is Autistic, 
but Autism is not just one specific condition. It’s a 
spectrum in which ranges of developmental disor-
ders fall under. According to Autism Society, they 
are physical conditions where the brain works dif-
ferently from that of a normal one, and are charac-
terized through the varying degrees of repetitive 
behaviors and the impairment of one’s ability to 
communicate and interact with others.  

“They have language and communication dif-
ficulties. They don’t have a way to express their 

ideas and feelings in words in the same way every-
one else do,” said special education teacher Tom 
Scranton.

 Although Autistic patients have different brain 
patterns, it does not mean they are mentally re-
tarded. Mental Retardation and Autism are two 
distinct conditions. Autistic patients often have 
short attention spans, which can make learning 
difficult.

 “They do have limitations. Attention is a 
fundamental part of learning. Without it, learn-
ing becomes challenging, [and] it appears 

as though they have more severe limitations 
than they actu- ally do. These limitations impose 
other kinds of limitations, but it’s not total,” said 
Scranton.

 With the lack of information about Autism, 75 
percent of Autistic patients are falsely labeled as 
mentally retarded.

 “We’re their friends. [The teachers] help them 
learn to do things like communicating with other 
people, going to the store, taking buses, and that 
entire sort of thing,” said Scranton.

 A student could volunteer in the special educa-
tion classroom or as a student assistant to help an 
Autistic student gently get through a regular class. 
Even just a simple greeting could potentially make 

their day better.
 “Oftentimes, as we walk by, students will look 

away as though we somehow are lower. It’d be bet-
ter if people did just wave and say hello, if it’s pos-
sible. That would be nice,” said Scranton.

 If ever someone passes by any Autistic student 
in the hallways or sees them around, it won’t hurt 
to just look them in the eye with a smile and greet 
them a “Hello.” After all, Autistic students are Vi-
kings too.

 “I think that it is great because they are stu-
dents too. I think that it is great that they are 
getting recognized, and I think that it will be 
special for them,” said junior Stefani Cuevas.

Dance, itself, offers another form of commu-
nication.

“I would go to interact with all the kids 
there, whether it was dancing with them, 
talking to them, or just being around them. It 
would be amazing knowing that being there 
for them would put a smile on their face and 
make the night that much better,” said senior 
Kyler Tobias. 

Although the dance will be held in mid-May, 
the special education students have been ea-
gerly practicing their moves with the Wii dance 
game Fridays with P.E. teacher Chris Mattingly; 
they love the music.

Students who are interested in attending 
the dance need approval from Joe Cronin. Any-
one can be a sneetch. If “the sneetches forgot 
about stars and whether they had one, or 
not, upon thars,” [said Dr. Seuss] why 
can’t Viking students? 

Getting the Autism facts straight What are Autistic kids really like?
A sister of a child with Autism breaks down what it 
is really like to live with a child who has Autism

Going beyond the general idea of autism

up every time I sing or dance too. I look ri-
diculous, but it’s totally worth it!

Some autistic kids can be over stimu-
lated and frustrated by the lack of commu-
nication with others and become violent. 
Sometimes families are forced to put their 
child into a home because of the violence 
inflicted on the family members and other 
people.  My family is extremely lucky that 
we have Kyndel because she has never 
lashed out and is always happy and calm 
most of the time. 

Kyndel uses a communication device 
that she carries around to tell us what she 
needs. We can usually tell what she wants 
without even using it, though, by her ex-
treme use of emotion. Her OCD makes her 
have a mental schedule of every day tasks. 
If she’s mad and it’s the time she usually 
eats, she’s mad because she’s hungry. It’s 
really helpful for us that she’s like this. It 

keeps us happy and her happy.
I’ve gotten used to the staring and 

all the curious looks that people give 
when my sister acts “not normal.” It 
used to outrage me so much as a kid, 
but now I get it. People just aren’t used 
to seeing autistic kids! I find this really 
sad because it really changes a person 
when they have a special connection 
to a disabled kid.

 Kyndel has taught me how to be 
patient with others and that I should 
always be thankful for my fully func-
tioning self. Most importantly, she’s 
helped me to not care about what 
other people think. She’s happy, and it 
never crosses her mind when people 
stare. Kyndel is my hero, and I love her 
so much.

Asperger’s syndrome is a 
level on the spectrum of au-
tism. People who have asperg-
ers may not always seem so 

evident in the way it is presented. The syndrome isn’t as 
heavy as severe autism, but there are minor and signifi-
cant characteristics. Socialization is sometimes difficult for 
individuals with asperger’s. They can also have repetitive 
behaviors as well. Sometimes it can be very apparent, and 
at other times it is barely noticeable. Ms. Hippie, a teacher 
who has had students with disabilities and a student with 
aspergers , understands this very well.

“Aspergers is basically a form of autism when kids are 
on the spectrum. There are a lot of symptoms surrounding 
it. These symptoms can be very small or can lead to huge 
things. So any kid can technically have a symptom that 
might be on the spectrum, but asperger’s is more severe. 
It’s more social stuff. Coming into class, they don’t get so-
cial cues a lot of the time. That’s the biggest thing with the 
student in my class, “ said Hippie. 

Even though it may be a struggle for them socially, stu-
dents with asperger’s and should be treated and thought of 
them same way as any other person.

“People tend to think people who have asperger’s are 

scary, that you can’t talk to them, that they can’t learn, and 
you can’t be friends with them. And that’s probably the 
most opposite of it. This student is so intelligent, the stuff 
that he reads and the stuff that he retains from books that 
we read, is phenomenal to me. He has social quirks, but 
he is such an outgoing person and he has the best heart. 
I think he would be a great example of what asperger’s is 
not. He’s not a disability, he’s not a symptom, and he’s a 
person, “ said Hippie.

Ms. Hippie as well as other teachers and students realize 
how unique and amazing these individuals are. 

“Everyone in high school wants to fit in, and he’s just like 
any other kid in high school. He wants to fit in, he wants to 
do well, he wants to have friends. And sometimes people 
see that as part of a disability and they are like ‘Oh, I can’t 
be friends with him. I’m cooler than that.’ But this kid is one 
of the coolest kids I have in my class. He really wants to do 
well. He has goals, and he shoots high for himself and is just 
an overall nice kid, and most of my kids are, so he’s not any 
different so that’s what makes it better.”

Basically, people with aspergers aren’t much different 
than any other person. Many people need to move the cur-
tain aside and really see how amazing and friendly these 
individuals are treat them with the same.

Sneetches of all kinds are invited to 
come to the special needs dance

by Khurram Chaudhary  
Staff Reporter

by Iris Favoreal
 Staff Reporter

Ignorance of Autism calls for need in raising Awareness

 About one in 110 
children in the US is 
Autistic (Autism Spec-
trum Disorders).*

ASDs are almost 
5 times more 
common among 
boys (1 in 54) 
than among girls 
(1 in 252).*

More children are More children are More children are 
being diagnosed being diagnosed being diagnosed 
at earlier ages—a at earlier ages—a at earlier ages—a 
growing number growing number growing number 
(18%) of them by (18%) of them by (18%) of them by 
age 3. Still, most age 3. Still, most age 3. Still, most 
children are not children are not children are not 
diagnosed until after diagnosed until after diagnosed until after 
they reach age 4.*they reach age 4.*they reach age 4.*they reach age 4.*they reach age 4.*they reach age 4.*

*All puzzle stati sti cs from htt p://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/
auti sm/data.html (Auti sm Spectrum Disorders)

Special educati on teacher, Lyla Hippie teaches a variety of 
students, some of which have Auti sm. Pablo Guti errez and 
Kevin Wilbanks work in class as Ms. Hippie intructs them.

Photo by Avery Cavazos
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These days an increas-
ing number of people are 
addicted to some kind 
of social media network. 
Whether it’s Facebook, 
Tumblr, Myspace, Twitter 
or Google+, someone has 
an account somewhere. 
But what about teachers 
on these sites? The fact that 
one of our teachers may be 
tweeting about their shop-

ping trips and posting up 
personal pictures online 
makes many students a bit 
uncomfortable. 

“I mean I guess they 
have the right, too. It’s just 
kind of weird to think that 
your teacher might also be 
posting Facebook statuses 
and weird pictures of like 
parties and stuff like we do. 
It’s a little creepy. I think it 
should stop at a personal 
level. They are here to 
teach me, not friend re-
quest me,” said sophomore 
Kya Ammons.

Teachers have every 
right to have a profile on 
a social media network. 
What they do when they 
aren’t in school is their 
own choice. However, 
teachers befriending stu-
dents is not the right thing 
to do. I think that teachers 
shouldn’t add their stu-
dents when they are still in 
the school because of the 
things they may see. Stu-

dents don’t really want to 
see what their teachers do 
on the weekend, and teach-
ers hear enough in school 
about what their students 
are doing. They don’t need 
a social media site telling 
them. 

“Stay off. [Teachers] are 
too old to have a Facebook. 
I don’t want them in my 
business outside of school. 
They don’t need to know 
what goes on in my life,” 
said junior Jesse Shepard.

There are many teach-
ers that already have pro-
files online but the ques-
tion still remains, should 
they add students as their 
friends? For some students 
adding teachers is okay, 
but for others it’s just an-
other unwanted notifica-
tion or update.  

Girls,kicking butt and taking names
Women should take precautions and think of self defense

Social faux pas or the newest trending topic?

Adding teachers online

In America, citizens like to believe that they maintain a cer-
tain amount of privacy. Laws protect against recording some-
one without their permission and requiring warrants for 
search and seizure are a liberty some may take for granted. 
But what happens as technology begins to threaten the Amer-
ican right to privacy? 

It has become a daily practice for many to post on Facebook 
multiple times a day; I myself am guilty of this. Who doesn’t 
enjoy adding embarrassing photos of a friend asleep or a 
pretty sunset? Most of the posts that make up any Facebook 
newsfeed are innocent enough, but what many might not re-
alize is what power each post has. Every single post added 
to a social media site becomes an electric footprint, evidence 
of where someone was, at what time and with whom. The 
very point of social media sites is to share with friends where 
someone is, and what they are doing and who is with them. 
The idea is to create a virtual timeline for anyone to view. But 
do enough people know the dangers of creating an electronic 
copy of their lives?

I know that every time I update, add a photo or even con-
firm a friend request, the information I post is likely to reach 
not just my Facebook friends, but their friends, and maybe 
even strangers as well. And if strangers can access it, who is 
to say officials can’t? 

More and more stories are popping up about employers 
sneaking onto Facebook to scoop possible future employees. 
Also, there are stories of kids getting kicked off of football 
teams for posting information about living out of the district 
they were playing for. We all think that we have privacy if we 
set the setting to “private,” but that is not always true. Whatev-
er you post is up for grabs, especially if someone is tech-savvy. 
The more a person posts, the less privacy they will have at 
the end of the day. In the tech-age, more precautions must be 
taken to keep lives private and important information locked 
safely away.

Hello Vikings,

With all the stories in the news and the dangers 
of girls being out alone, it’s no wonder why some 
girls are afraid to go for a run alone or go off to 
college. Why would a girl want to go to an unfamil-
iar city at an unfamiliar school? It would make her 
feel uncomfortable and like a sitting duck.

Let’s be honest though ladies, we are more than 
capable of taking care of ourselves if we put in the 
effort.  

There are many classes available to women, 
from martial arts classes to basic self-defense les-
sons. I took martial arts for a year, and I finished 
as a high-yellow belt. I’ll admit, at first I wasn’t 
sold on it, but I stuck with it for the six-week ses-
sion, and I found out that I loved it. 

Even if ladies take a class for one hour, once a 
week for six to seven weeks, at least they’ll know 
the basics.

If ladies don’t have time to take a class or can’t 
afford it, that doesn’t mean they should just give 
up and not learn anything. The quickest solution 

would be to watch Miss Congeniality, starring San-
dra Bullock. She’s an undercover FBI agent, and 
she shows girls how to kick butt.

Self-defense isn’t just important for upcoming 
college students, girls just need to be able to take 
care of themselves because they never know what 
situation they will be in.

Whether it’s an official class, tips from a reli-
able movie, or help from a friend who knows mar-
tial arts, self-defense, or wrestling, any little bit of 
knowledge can help.

Regardless of what type of self-defense offered, 
girls, especially those going off to college, need to 
be able to defend ourselves ladies. We can’t expect 
guys to do it for us.

For more information on self-defense or mar-
tial arts classes, contact your local community 
center. Lake Ste-
vens Community 
Center (425) 397-
7433.

Worst places to spend 
Spring Break

10. At home studying for AP tests
9. Tattoo removal shop
8. In a car with parents and siblings for hours
7. Working
6. School
5. Sick in the bathroom
4. In jail
3. Someone’s creeper van
2. Lake Stevens

Top Ten 

A woman demostrates self protecti on with mace. That is one of the ways 
women can protect themselves when they are approached by danger.

Photo Courtesy of Creativecommons.org

What would you do if this came up 
on your computer screen? 

1. North 
    Korea

Photo art by Sarah Ruiz
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“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Hap-
piness,” so says the U.S. Declaration of Independence. 
If this is true, how then can we as people stand by 
and let others do that which we have fought so hard 
to prevent? How can there be a country on the west 
coast of Africa, known as Mauritania, a country of 3.4 
million people a country where 340,000 to 680,000 
people are slaves even though slavery was illegal 
since 2005? (according to CNN.com).

Take a step back. So the gov-
ernment banned slavery, 
but still allows people to 
be slaves?

“That sickens me. 
Slavery is a crime 
against humanity,” 
said senior Ryan Shell.

But why would 
such a thing still exists, 
where is the help, the 
aid?

“That’s ridiculous; I can’t 
believe no one has done anything about it. Slavery is 
wrong. No one is beneath anyone else,” said senior 
Paul Kemmer.

So the next time a person starts talking about their 
opinion, try imaging what would happen if a slave 
tried to say that. Then imagine what an entire school 
can do, using Facebook to help those hundreds of 
thousands in need.

Slavery continues in Africa
Who hasn’t traveled to a movie theater to sit 

down and enjoy a movie? Whether accompanied 
by friends or family, or you are seeing a comedy 
or a horror movie, paying to watch 
a movie has become a popular 
activity, especially for teenag-
ers. And a main attraction 
of these theaters is the 
concession stand. But is 
the appeal of popcorn, 
candy and soda worth 
it if it costs over $80 
for four people? 

Now, movie the-
ater chains like AMC 
and Regal offer re-
wards cards where af-
ter spending a certain 
amount, a specific amount 
is rewarded to the customer. 

However, redeeming those 
reward points can be difficult, 
especially when a cashier makes a simple er-
ror. Reward cards lose their effectiveness when 
cashiers can’t manage to handle the registers in 
which they are stationed. 

“With the new AMC reward card you get $10 
back whenever you spend $100. My family al-
ready had $10 on our card then we earned more. 
However, the cashier messed up our order, and 
we didn’t get to use it. It’s aggravating that after 
spending so much on food we didn’t get our re-
ward back,” said junior Jordan Kraakmo.

These rewards cards have their redeeming 

qualities. Some theaters reward customers with 
free small popcorns or a large soda, but people 
still overpay to eat at the movies.

“Even with these reward cards, concession 
stands are expensive. A simple popcorn 

and soda combo is about 
$15. You can go to the store 
and get the same thing for 

about $5,” said junior Rylie 
Ploeger. 

Although the prices for 
tickets and concessions are 
high, people go back time 

and time again. The ap-
peal of theaters is 
somewhat lost when 
companies like Red Box 
rent out newly released 
movies for $1 a day.

“I go to the movies 
about once a month, 
and it always frus-
trates me how much 
I spend,” said junior 

Keenan Thomas. 
For those students who 

know the pain of giving up a 
lump some of cash, hurry up and enjoy the mod-
erately high prices while they last. Soon it’ll be 
more like soaring gas prices; another dent in 
your wallet.

Concession prices shock movie goers

Remembering Mr.Talley: an unforgettable teacher
There are teachers and there are amazing teachers. Mr. Talley was a truly amazing 

teacher. He was a rare person who would stop at nothing to help his students succeed. 
The amount of time this man put into his students was exceptional. From AP US History 
reviews to AP Art History reviews, he spent countless hours preparing students to achieve 
greatness. There will never be another Mr. Talley because he was one of a kind. He was 
sweet but stern, comical but quiet; he was Mr. Talley, and he was truly exceptional. 

One of the greatest things about Mr. Talley was that he cared for everyone. I was 
only in his AP Us History class for a week, but he still looked after me. About a month 
ago I had to run into his class with a friend. Even though it had been awhile since 
I talked to him last, Talley still had a bright smile and asked, “Hey Kacie! How are 
you doing?” The conversation was brief, but it still made my day to see that Talley 
still cared for me as if I was one of his own students. Whether he was passing the 
football to a student or just walking through the halls, Mr.Talley always went out of 
his way to check up on students. He showed me that people should always take the 
time to listen to others and catch up with them because even those little memories 
last forever. 

Mr. Talley was an amazing person and an amazing teacher. He cared about every-
one and wanted his students to succeed in everything. Mr. Talley would go out of his 
way to help you study or get into programs he thought would suit you. Talley cared so 
much about his students and everyone around him that he’d ask you everyday how 
your day was going; good or bad. If you needed anything Mr. Talley would try his best 
to help you and for him. I know his students would cross the Delaware for him.

Last year I took AP Art History and AP US History with Mr. Talley. Taking two AP 
classes was new to me, and I was pretty worried when it started. I was also worried 
that two history classes would put me to sleep; I mean how much could one person 
know about two completely different parts of history? Then I met Mr. Talley, and knew 
that this man had a unique gift, he made history come alive. I firmly believe that his 
skill came from his intensive knowledge and passion for both subjects. Now that Mr. 
Talley is gone I am looking back and realizing that along with all of the information he 
taught me, Mr. Talley taught me one lesson that will help me in my future. That lesson 
was to follow what you love. I plan to go into journalism when I graduate, but I was 
unsure if I wanted to focus on traditional journalistic writing, or photojournalism. I 
found the answer after reflecting on Mr. Talley and his remarkable talent of knowing 
two subjects so thoroughly that his students have incredible passing rates. Mr. Talley 
taught me that if you love two things, do them, and do them the very best. 

Mr. Talley. A great man. It seems like only a few days ago he was holding his back 
straight, arms tight alongside his body, head tilted back, saying “Ah - Hey Vincent. 
What are you up to today,” always with that honest sincerity noticed by the many 
frequents of this school. The man is a great mind and an extraordinary scholar, 
and loved by all the inhabitants of our school and by his family and friends. As a 
gentleman and a farmer, there is no equal to his prowess at teaching others how to 
get on with learning the tools to life that are so important in our modern society. 
Mr. Talley is a shining beacon that stands for all the abilities and aspirations of 
our students and faculty. I say he won’t be missed. He won’t be missed, because to 
those of us who truly know him, for those of us who cry a little whenever we think 
about him, truly I say to those: he is as alive today in his teachings and in your very 
selves. Live on forever, he will never die.

Mr. Talley is definitely the coolest teacher I’ve ever had. I’m not a big fan of his-
tory because you just sit there for such a long time and listen to a teacher go on 
and on about stuff that doesn’t really seem to matter. This was my first attempt 
at an AP class and I know I made the right choice. Mr. Talley made that class so 
fun it was unimaginable. I didn’t get as good a grade as I wanted, but I do know 
I’d rather have that grade and learn about history with Mr. Talley than have an 
amazing grade and be incredibly bored. I remembered when I used to talk to my 
friend Jamie who sat in front of me. Mr. Talley would always say, “Khurram, please 
stop talking to Jamie. I know he’s witty and charming.” I would always smile and 
listen to what Mr. Talley had to say. I have never had that much fun with a history 
teacher. He would act out some of the events in history and use us as examples of 
historical figures. It was such a blast. I loved Mr. Talley and his AP US History class.

 

Mr. Talley was an amazing man in every way. He made history fun and easy to un-
derstand. One of my favorite things about Mr. Talley were our conversations about 
football. Every Monday, he would walk over to my desk and say, “Caitlyn Chandler! 
What did you think of the games yesterday?” My Favorite NFL Team is the Pittsburgh 
Steelers, and other students oftentimes don’t like that. When other students tried 
to say bad things about the Steelers, Mr. Talley would always jump in and say, “You 
know… I always liked The Pittsburgh Steelers!” Whether that’s actually true or not, I 
don’t know, but it always made me smile. I will never forget the conversations I had 
with Mr. Talley. 
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M o v -
ing from 
San Di-

ego, California to Lake Stevens, 
Washington took some adjust-
ing. Not only was the weather 
less than pleasing, but the cul-
ture was so different. 

That included the hang out 
spots.

In San Diego, almost any 
restaurant on the corner of the 
street or hole in the wall at the 
mall was delicious, homey and 
always hit the spot.

Once I got here my expecta-
tion were far exceeded.

The first restaurant I tried 
was Neapolis, now called Adri-

atica, in downtown Lake Ste-
vens. Saying the food hit the spot 
is an understatement. The pizza 
was so delicious that I was sure 
right then, I had never really 
tasted pizza before that time. 
Not only is Adriatica capable of 
serving delicious food, but they 
also have a great vibe which not 
many places can accomplish ef-
fectively, including music in the 
background and an involved 
owner who walks around and 
mingles with the customers and 
occasionally gives samples of 
desserts or entrees.

My favorite meal from Adri-
atica so far has been the meat 
lover’s pizza.  It is like heaven on 

a piece of pizza crust.
The second restaurant I tried 

was Luca’s Pizzeria. It’s also 
quite comfortable with fun mu-
sic in the background and the 
warm colors and restaurant dec-
orations.

I have two favorites at Luca’s, 
the alfredo and the calzone with 
mushrooms and sausage. Both 
plates are huge, so sharing might 
be a good idea, but they taste so 
good, finishing them won’t be a 
problem.

Even coming from a diverse 
city in America, there’s no deny-
ing the amazing food that Luca’s 
and Adriatica have to offer in 
Lake Stevens.

O v e r 
s p r i n g 
b r e a k 

there weren’t just Starbucks on every 
corner in Seattle there was also a 
superhero. Why?  Well, Comicon was 
taking place. For those who aren’t 
familiar with this event, Comicon 
is a comic book and pop culture 
convention. Many people think of the 
big one in San Diego but this year was 
the 10th anniversary of the Emerald 
City Comicon. It took place during 
March 30-April 1 at the Washington 
State Convention Center. It was full of 
costumes and comic books. 

Usually months before Comicon, 
schedules are posted online about 
the famous people who will be 
there. Celebrities are one of the main 
attractions.

“The conference with John Berthol 
and Laurie Holden from The Walking 
Dead cast was my favorite part,” said 
junior Devin Stoen. 

Not only were actors from The 
Walking Dead cast there, but many 
other famous people, writers and 
cartoon artists were also. The main 
visitors this year were James and 
Oliver Phelps who played Fred and 
George Weasley in all of the Harry 
Potter films. 

It took three floors at the 
Washington State Convention Center 
to hold the convention. The main 
floor was full of booths containing 
cartoonists, comic books, T-shirts and 
many souvenirs. The next floor was 
full of lines. At the ends of those lines 
were celebrities who signed what ever 
the person wanted. The bottom level 

was where the games were. There 
were many new games that people 
could try out. For example, the new 
Star Wars game for Kinect was there 
and many people were trying it out 
before its release.

And that’s not even the best part, 
every year many people dress up in 
costumes of their favorite superheroes 
and characters. The costumes are 
usually very cool and interesting. 

“I felt that the people spent a lot 
of time on them [costumes] and they 
turned out awesome,” said Stoen.  

Comicon is really the only place 
where nerds can be free and there 
are 50 Batmen, yet none of them look 
the same. The chance to see so many 
“nerds” is a once-in-a-lifetime chance. 

Next year’s Emerald City Comicon 
will be held from March 1 -3. 

Emerald City Comicon 2012: People gather to let go and embrace the inner nerd

First Street in Sno-
homish is known as the 
Antique Capital of the 
Northwest. Within the 
long stretch of antique 
shops and bakeries lies 
the small boutique Joy-
Works. JoyWorks has 
been around for many 
years; the shop contains 
an upstairs level of vin-
tage inspired clothes for 
women of all ages and 
body types. 

“What’s amazing about 
vintage clothing is they’re 
unique. You don’t have to 
worry about running into 
somebody with the same 
outfit,” said senior Taylor 
Dupape. 

After standing under 
the three-part canopy, 

the door opens with a 
little squeak. Customers 
are greeted by the ladies 
who work there with 
the friendliest of smiles. 
Walking down the old 
wooden stairs, the under-
ground area of the store 
reveals numerous house-
hold antiques. 

“I have shopped at Joy-
Works for years because 
of their beautiful styles 
and constant new vari-
ety. I go to JoyWorks once 
a week and every time 
I am greeted by some-
thing new. Their styles 
are unique and fashion-
able, but the reason I 
come back for more is 
because of the wonderful 
staff in place. They are al-
ways playful and friendly 
while still being helpful 

and honest,” said senior 
Alexis Blair.

The friendly disposi-
tion of all the workers 
makes for a miraculous 
shopping experience. It is 
like shopping with a best 
friend or mom. The store 
offers a small collection 
of unique clothing, along 
with a wide variety of ac-
cessories. The pieces can 
be pricey, but the cost is 
well worth it. The cus-
tomer is paying for qual-
ity. 

“Fashion is the fore-
front of your personality. 
It’s a creative outlet to 
express who you are as 
a person, and the quality 
of your clothing plays a 
big part of the statement 
your trying to make,” said 
sophomore Abigail Ham-
ilton. 

The clothing all comes 
from high-end businesses 
like Kensie and Papillon. 
JoyWorks purchases lim-
ited amounts of cloth-
ing and accessories from 
these stores and gives 
people in the area an al-
ternative to driving hours 
to reach the original 
stores. This way, people 
in our area don’t have to 
travel too far to buy these 
one of a kind pieces.

BobaKhan 
is unlike any 
other store of 

its kind. This 
popular Everett store is easily notice-
able even from a block away, with its 
superhero sign and giant Simpson’s 
window display.  Upon entry of the 
store, amazement is a given.  There 
is merchandise literally stacked from 
floor to ceiling, with no empty spac-
es. As soon as a patron enters, you 
are greeted by one of their friendly 
employees, who is always willing to 
answer any questions about the mer-
chandise. 

BobaKhan doesn’t just sell comic 
books. They have Hot Wheels cars, Su-
perhero shirts and action figures and 
pretty much everything imaginable. 

Everything in the store is for sale, and 
if there isn’t a label on it, just ask an 
employee and he or she will help. 

Contrary to sterotypical beliefs, 
this store isn’t just for boys. This store 
is just as cool to comic loving girls, 
like me, as it is to boys. But girly types 
can also find something for them at 
BobaKahn. They have a whole display 
of Barbie Dolls dating back a couple 
decades and Disney dolls that can ap-
peal to almost any girl. They also sell 
what they call “Nerd-Girl earrings”. 
They are earrings made from comic 
book and video game characters. 

BobaKhan is truly a one of a kind 
store . If you are looking for a new 
place to find comics, make sure to 
make a stop here and pick up some 
new material.

by Caitlyn Chandler 
Section Editor 

The best of Snohomish County
Food: Luca’s and Adriatica

Clothing: JoyWorks
by Rachael Belvin 

Staff Reporter

Comics: BobaKhan

Two men dressed as Batman compete against 
each other to be the best Batman. 

Photo by Marissa Fredrickson

by Avery Cavazos 
Design Editor

JoyWorks clothing store located in downtown Snohomish. The store of-
fers a unique outlook on downtown shopping. 

Photo by Marissa Fredrickson

Anyone looking for a new place to buy comics or game paraphernalia must be sure to stop by the shop in 
Everett . The atmosphere is down-to-earth and friendly at 2916 Hewitt  Ave, Everett , WA 98201.

Photo by Marissa Fredrickson

Top: Luca’s is across from the Jack-in-the-Box in Lake Stevens and next to Hillcrest 
Hair. The restaurant off ers a homey atmosphere and sati sfying menu. Bott om: Adri-
ati ca was previously known as Neopolis, but is sti ll at its previous locati on across 
from the Chicken Drive-in smack dab in downtown Lake Stevens.

Photos by Marissa Fredrickson

by Marissa Fredrickson
Opinion Editor



All of the people who 
drive know how it goes.  
No matter how many 

times you go driving it’s hard avoid the idi-
ots.  Whether it’s an elderly person; a mid-
dle aged one, or a teenager, there’s always 
someone on the road who will push you to 
the tipping point.  That’s when a decision 
must be made, whether to go “Mad Max” or 
to take it in stride and continue to drive.

 “So this guy tries to pass me around the 
roundabout but he didn’t have room, he 
slammed on the brakes, and gets behind me 
and rides his horn.  Then proceeds to give 
me the bird, and rides my bumper for a little 
while.  I held myself back, that dude didn’t 
deserve my reaction,” said senior Hunter 
Gracey.

There have been plenty incidents of 
road rage in our own parking lot.  Most of 
these incidents happen at the “Rush Hour” 
of school traffic, which is when school gets 
out and the students enter what seems like 
a bumper car derby.  Cars zooming through 
open parking spaces and cutting people off 
is a sad sight to see.  

Regardless of people’s opinions of road 
rage, it is still not the best solution to solv-
ing problems on the road.  People do stupid 
things to get reactions out of people, wheth-
er it’s getting cut off, or throwing the bird.  
The best way to handle it is to just take it 
with a grain of salt and keep driving.

Otherwise, a small problem could turn 
into a huge one. No one wants to end up in 
jail over a stupid driving mistake. 
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How they passed Drivers’ Ed, no one knows
Students discuss their dislike of drivers with road rage

Kylie Kik

A:
Q: What does being a good 

public relations officer mean 
to you?

To me, it means inform-
ing all of the students in the 
school when something is go-

ing to occur. Also, it means having 
good communication skills. I just re-
ally want everyone to have enough 
notice for all of the events, so they 
can make plans to go and help sup-
port our school. [I want  to] hand 
out flyers during lunch time and in 
the mornings. I also want to make more posters that are flashy and 
really stand out so that people notice them. I was also thinking of 
making announcements during lunch as well.

A:

Jessica Fuller

I am so truly honored to be able 
to serve our school as the ASBvice 
president. I can’t wait for the next 

school year to start so I get to work along-
side Khianna and Kylie, and it will not only 
be a great and fun experience but an in-
credible step toward a great 2012-2013 
school year.

Q: How do you feel about being the 
new ASB vice president? 

Students demonstrate the common response when being cut off  by a bad 
driver. No student was actually driving in the taking of this photo.

Photo by Elaine Potter

Say hello to LSHS’ new Executive Offi cers
These junior girls take over top positions as ASB offi cers

by Jake Sheridan
 Staff Reporter

Q:
A:

Q:

A:

Q:
A:

How important is being ASB 
president to you?

This is very important to me. 
I didn’t run for ASB president 
only for myself; I did it for oth-

ers, as well. I want to be an inspira-
tion for others to help them realize you 
can do anything and have anything you 
put your mind to. 

Does becoming ASB pres-
ident put extra pressure on 
you, or does it help you re-

lease ideas?

Yes, but the pressure is great. 
It motivates me, inspires me and 
makes me strive to be a better per-

son. It’s not about my ideas, it’s more so 
for others.

It’s definitely an honor to have 
that many [people] put [their] 
trust in you and faith that you 

can do a great job. To have that kind of 
response from my peers and teachers 
is just an unbelievable feeling.

How do you feel being elected 
new ASB president?

Khianna Calica
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Q:

A:

Q:
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put your mind to. 
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Yes, but the pressure is great. 
It motivates me, inspires me and 

Yes, but the pressure is great. 

makes me strive to be a better per-
son. It’s not about my ideas, it’s more so 
for others.

It’s definitely an honor to have 
that many [people] put [their] 
trust in you and faith that you 

can do a great job. To have that kind of 
response from my peers and teachers 
can do a great job. To have that kind of 
response from my peers and teachers 
can do a great job. To have that kind of 

is just an unbelievable feeling.

How do you feel being elected 
new ASB president?
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How do you feel being elected Q:
Khianna CalicaKhianna Calica
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by Khurram Chaudhary  
Staff Reporter
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Left: Junior Mandy Hendrickson and senior Audrey Fletcher try on their new flapper costumes for the play. Middle: Drama members place billboards alongside the road to advertise. These signs can be seen at the Lundeen 
Park Way and Highway 9 intersection. Other signs can also be seen around Lake Stevens. Right: Sophomore Issac Munn tries on his new play costume. Munn will star as a flapper in the Drama Club’s rendition of “Chicago”.

Photos by Elaine Potter

Junior Kevin 
Loth is active 
in Leadership 

and Drama. He’s been involved in 
Leadership for a year and Drama 
since freshman year. He became 
interested in Drama when he saw 
his older sister in the LSHS pro-
duction of Little Shop of Horrors. 

“My sister was really inspira-
tional. She also did amazing in 
Beauty and the Beast, and I knew 
that being a part of the school 
plays was something I wanted to 
do,” said Loth. 

He received his start in the 
school productions as a fresh-
man when an actor in the Mikado 
dropped out. He stepped in to fill 
the role as Body Guard Number 
Two. 

“When the spot opened up, I 

thought it would be a great 
opportunity,” said Loth.

With his happy dispo-
sition and o u t g o i n g 
person-
a l i t y , 
K e v i n 
decided 
to take on 
another commitment 
by joining Leadership. 
This year, life has re-
ally changed for Loth. 
Instead of spending his 
time freely as he choos-
es, he is now under enor-
mous pressure.  Loth re-
cently received the lead 
male role in the spring 
play “Chicago”, adding 
more to his busy to-do list.

“When he’s not 

doing something for Drama, he 
is doing something for Leader-

ship, and when he’s not do-
i n g something 

for Lead-
ership, he 
is doing 

something for 
Drama,” said senior 

Austin Hartlage. 
Though Leadership and 

Drama have done great 
things for Kevin, like pro-
viding him with a greater 
relationship with the 

other students at LSHS 
and giving him even more 
confidence, they have at 
times affected him nega-
tively. 

“A lot of times I have to 
give up doing my home-

work or hanging out with friends 
to get everything done,” said Kev-
in.

But even with the pressure 
Kevin has always stepped up and 
done a great job at everything he 
does. He puts true passion into 
his work, which results in a tre-
mendous outcome. 

“Kevin and I were both in the 
play ‘Alice in Wonderland’ and 
since meeting him, he has con-
tinued to gain confidence and a 
certain type of charisma that will 
take him forward in life,” said se-
nior McKenzie Simon. 

The biggest reward for Loth by 
far has been the confidence he 
has gained. Not only has he put 
his whole personality into his 
work, but he also has gotten so 
much back.

One student works to define charisma and talent
Junior Kevin Loth works hard to balance Leadership and Drama
by Rachael Belvin 

Staff Reporter

Time to travel to the 1920’s
The musical “Chicago” is now showing at LSHS

The glamorous and breath-
taking musical, “Chicago”, is 
gearing up for opening night 

on April 19, in the PAC. There will be dinner 
and a show, opening night and six more per-
formances following that. The cast and crew 
have been working hard at mastering real 
Broadway choreography and singing skills 
for longer than any play at Lake Stevens High 
School.

Junior, Mandy Hendrickson, who is known 
as “the opera singer”, plays the main lead of 
Roxie Hart, a sweet/psycho killer who will do 
literally anything to achieve her goal of being 
in the spotlight on vaudeville. 

“Everyone who plays a lead just seems per-

fect for their part. We have a really talented 
cast, and I think that we’ve handled the large 
amount of dancing in this musical, really well,” 
said Hendrickson. 

“Chicago” takes place in the 1920’s and 
brings a very different style of overall perfor-
mance.

 “The show is very corny yet cool, so I’m ex-
pecting good things and a fantastic turn-out 
based off last year’s turn out for ‘Grease,’” said 
senior, Jake Olsen who plays Roxie’s lover, 
Fred Casely and the announcer.

Audrey Fletcher who played Rizzo in last 
year’s “Grease” is playing a similar role as Vel-
ma this year. 

“People should see it to support their peers 

it’s like attending any basketball game or foot-
ball game. We have worked hard for months, 
and it only becomes worth it in the end when 
we have a great audience,” said Fletcher. “The 
most exciting thing is probably the catchy 
songs and heavy choreography-something 
that hasn’t been really seen in our other plays. 
It’s also very funny.”

Chicago is full of mystery, humor, betrayal, 
and big feathered fans. Though this show isn’t 
recommended for kids, there’s something in it 
for everyone. 

“I hope a lot of people will come. It’s a re-
ally popular play, and it’s super funny, so I’m 
hoping there will be a lot of full houses,” said 
Hendrickson.

by Kaelyn King
 Staff Reporter


