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Possibility of military action in Syria increases

Deadly civil war creates tension among American citizens and political leaders
by Kayleen Fredrickson
Staff Reporter

News of the armed rebellion and civil war in Syria
continues to over whelm the
nightly news and social networking sites. The use of chemical warfare is causing the
United States to consider getting involved. The brutal
civil war has left approximately 100,000 Syrian citizens
dead, being another reason why President Obama wants
to initiate military action.
American military action on Syria is currently an unpopular circumstance among American citizens, even
after Obama’s speech supporting military action on September 10, 2013. According to a poll by CNN, a majority of
people don’t want congress to authorize a military strike
against Syria, though eight out of ten people believe that
the Syrian regime gassed its own citizens. About seven in
ten people say an air strike on Syria would do nothing to
help the United States, nor is it in the country’s best interest to become involved in the civil war. In addition 53%
of adults polled by American Press Poll responded that
they feared a strike on Syria would lead to long term military involvement. Overall, a strike on Syria is undesirable
among Americans, but Obama may be able to convince
Congress to authorize action against Syria. If this were
to happen, we would be greatly affected here in the U.S.
Though war has not been declared, the country is taking precautions that will allow the military to easily respond to a range of outcomes. One of these precautionary
measures affects people in Snohomish County. The USS
Nimitz aircraft carrier was scheduled to return to the Naval Station in Everett after a six month long deployment
in the Arabian Sea, but was turned around and moved
to the Red Sea along with the rest of its strike group. Ac-

What events transpired?

Russia and China
veto a UN resolution
that calls for Bashar
al-Assad, president of
Syria, to step down.
Double-veto outrages
U.S. and European
members.

Syria promises to
comply with a U.N.
cease fire, but say
they have the right
to stop terrorists.
Agreement fails.
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Obama
closes
U.S. Embassy in Damascus. Rolls out
American diplomats.
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cording to ABC News, those on the ships have no orders
to Syria, but are part of a prudent movie in case Syria
decides to attack. Those with family members or friends
on the USS Nimitz were most likely surprised and disappointed by the sudden change in the ship’s destination.
Families had begun decorating the Naval Station with
“Welcome Home” signs before the aircraft carrier was
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From Iraq to Syria: Focus changes from the war in Iraq to the chemical
weapons in Syria. War with Syria may be inevitable.

moved. Everett is not the only city in Snohomish County
that will be affected if the U.S. enters a war with Syria.
There is a considerably large population of military
families in Lake Stevens since there is a military community and housing in town. Many of the military kids in
the Lake Stevens School District may have a loved one
who would be deployed is the issue with Syria escalates.
Junior Emily Foster would be one of those students affected.
“I have family in the Air Force, so they would most
likely go into the war, and we may even lose them” Said
Foster.
Also, for those with loved ones already overseas, deployments could be extended. Hopefully, the issue with
Syria won’t go as far as to cause more military members
to deploy. Recent developments show that war with Syria
can be avoided.
According to CNN, the United States and Russia have
reached an agreement on having Syria turn over their
chemical weapons to international control. Though Russia and the United States have agreed on that issue, they
did not agree on what actions to take if Syria doesn’t turn
over the weapons. Russia doesn’t support any resolution
that involves using force if Syria doesn’t comply with the
agreement. Meanwhile, the United States and France
support the use of force. The issue continues to be a controversy among members of the United Nations.
Junior Ambur Staab thinks using force would be going
too far. Staab stated, “We need to sit down and talk about
it like adults, instead of kill each other.”
A non-violent resolution is a likely outcome, yet peace
among all the countries involved would be the ideal circumstance.

Death toll reaches
93,000. Obama authorizes sending weapons
to Syrian rebels.

First Syrian acknowledgement
of
possessing
W.M.D’s
threatens to unleash
WMD if there is a foreign attack.
UN human rights
chief says 70,000
people killed in civil
war and blames UN
for not stopping the
killings.
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U.N. observers suspend patrols in Syria
because of escalating
violence.
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Syria
suggests
moving
chemical
weapons under international
control.
Obama supports Syrian
breakthrough.
Still pushes U.S. air
strikes in case new effort fails. Death toll is
approx. 100,000.
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Syrian
government denies using
chemical
weapons
against
citizens.
Obama decides U.S.
should take military
action.

Obama says U.S.
may reconsider opposition to military involvement if Syria uses
WMD’s.
White house accuses
Assad of using chemical
weapon on citizens.

INFORMATION COURTESY OF bbc.co.uk/ AND citynews.ca/
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District adopts new policies to better campus
by McKenzie Grant
Photographer
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On the first
day back to
school
this
year, many people may have found themselves reaching for a door handle that wasn’t there.
That’s because half of them have been
removed as a part of the new safety
policies the Lake Stevens School District adopted this year.
It’s not just the door handles; the
school district has been working all
summer on new policies to make the
schools a safer place for students. Lake
Stevens High School’s changes are
both seen and unseen. While removing
the door handles may seem more of a
burden than beneficial, the decision
didn’t come without sound reasoning.
“We’ve seen around the nation,
people chaining the doors together
at schools, so we got proactive about
that,” Principal Eric Cahan said.
Additionally, the parking lot is
getting some clean up along with the
help of the school’s new resource officer, David Carter, in order to make
it safer for students to make their way
in and out of school. The district is
also working with the city to cut down
bushes along Cedar Trail, which many
students use to commute to and from
school on a daily basis. Furthermore,
the new ten minute rule that prohibits
students from leaving the classroom in
the first and last ten minutes of class
is another new guideline being implemented this year to help with accounting for students.
The changes also affect the com-

munity and staff. All LSHS staff and
visitors must wear their badges at all
times.
When changes like these happen
around school, it’s natural to wonder
if they were influenced by past school
tragedies. After tragedies such as Sandy Hooke Elementary massacre last
December and the more recent news
about the gunman at an elementary
school in Georgia, the school district
reflected on how they compare to these
incidents and made changes to prevent
the same thing happening at LSHS.
“I do believe that safety can come
to a point of paranoia. It can start to
impede the real mission of our work
which is to educate kids. However, I
do not believe we’re in that state right
now. I think we’re absolutely nailing
it for the safety of these kids and the
kids’ community,” Cahan said.
Students have a different tone when
it comes to their feelings about the
changes around campus, feeling more
pessimistic about the extent of these
policies.
“I think they’re being paranoid. As
a class we’ve never shown any bad behavior to that extent,” senior Hailey
Sylvester said.
Whether students are in support of
the new safety policies this year or not,
they’re being put into action. Though at
the high school new rules might be difficult to adjust to, the school believes it
will become easier with each new year
and incoming students adjust to the
changes because they haven’t known
anything different.
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Safety changes: Some door handles have been removed to prevent chaining that may trap students inside in the event of an
intruder on campus.

Valhalla 2013-2014 publication policies
Mission Statement: Freedom of expression and press
freedom - and the responsibility that comes with each- are
fundamental values in a democratic society. The mission of
any institution committed to preparing productive citizens
must include teaching students these values, both by lesson
and by example.
The Valhalla’s mission is to provide the LSHS community with a quality, thought-provoking publication. In these
efforts, the Valhalla has established a place specifically for
the exchange of information, opinions, and artistic expression dedicated to those in the LSHS community.
The Valhalla will operate as a forum for student expression with student editors, in conjunction with an adult
advisor, responsible for making all decisions related to the
content of the newspaper consistent with the limitations and

guidelines established by this policy.
Advertising: The Valhalla will not accept any advertising that we believe to be factually inaccurate designed to mislead, deceive or defraud; containing malicious, vindictive,
or unsubstantiated attacks; offering goods and/or services
illegal for teens to possess, buy, or use; libelous; obscene;
creating imminent danger or disruption to school. The Valhalla reserves the right to refuse any advertising, solicited or
unsolicited. Ads identifying students as athletes by photo or
text will also not be accepted (WIAA 18.20.0 and 18.20.1).
Advertisements do not necessarily reflect the views, endorsements and/or positions of the Valhalla staff, student body,
faculty, administration, or school board.
News, Features, Sports articles: Reporters will
strive to abide by the CODE OF ETHICS set by the Society
of Professional
Journalists.
These ethics include accuracy
and objectivity,
fair play, and
mutual trust.
In
addition,
Valhalla reporters will abstain
from
stories
that are factually inaccurate;
designed
to
mislead,
deceive, or defraud; contain9433 4th St. NE #103
ing malicious,
vindictive,
or
Lake Stevens, WA 98258
unsubstantiatVisit us on Facebook.com
ed attacks. Also
stories will not
“Steve’s Lake Stevens Barber Shop”

Steve’s Lake Stevens Barbers
425-334-3304

“Your Hometown Barbers”

Bring in this ad for $2.00
off your next haircut

be published that are libelous; obscene; or that would create
imminent danger or disruption to school.
Editorials: The editorial section of the Valhalla serves
as a forum for well written, thoughtful, longer forms of expression. Signed editorials represent the opinions of the
author. Unsigned editorials represent the opinion of the majority of the Valhalla staff. Views printed here in are meant
to be opinionated and/or persuasive, but do not necessarily
represent the opinions of the student body, administration,
or school board.
Letters to the Editor: The Valhalla will generally print
as many letters as space allows each issue. Letters must include the author’s name, signature, and class or position
relative to the school. Typed, double-spaced letters or legible,
handwritten letters are acceptable, but none should be more
than 300 words. The Valhalla reserves the right to edit all letters for space, accuracy, spelling, and grammar. We reserve
the right to refuse to print any letter. Submit letters to room
303, or email them to lshsvalhalla@hotmail.com. Any letter
submitted by email should be in the body of the message, not
in an attachment. The Valhalla will consider publishing comics and cartoons based on their appropriateness, size, and
clarity.
Obituary Policy: In the event of the death of a current student or member of the LSHS staff, the Valhalla will
publish an obituary in the issue that follows the death of the
individual. Obituaries will be printed in the first issue if the
death of an active student or staff member occurs between
the printing of the Senior Issue and the first issue of the next
school year. The parameters of the obituary will be as follows:
• Size – 29 picas by 32 picas
• Placement: In regular issues, the obituary will appear in the
News section of the paper; in the Senior Issue, the obituary will
appear on either page one or two of the paper (if the individual is
an underclassmen or staff member); if the deceased is a senior,
then the obituary will be placed on the double truck of the senior
issue.

We
want
to hear
from
you.

Write a letter to the
editor and
share your
thoughts
about LSHS.
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Team has trained hard for the Homecoming game against rivals
V i k i n g s
will take
on their rivals, the Arlington
Eagles on October 11. Players are
pumped for the game, and have
practiced and trained hard to
prepare, so they can walk off the
field with a win. Arlington will
not be an easy win.
“Arlington has always been a
pretty big rival of ours for as long
as we’ve
played.
T h e y
always
h a v e
skilled
players
that can
make big
plays when you least expect it,”
senior Austin Otis said.
The football team knows
this isn’t going to be, so they are
preparing and working hard on
both their defensive and offensive plays.
“The emphasis for our defense against Arlington is to play
as eleven guys with one heartbeat and play together, and our
weakness is they are not us. We
are better up front at our defense
line than they are at their offense

“

line. We are stronger and more
physical,” junior Justin Brown
said.
The Vikings aren’t just preparing physically, but they are
also preparing mentally.
“Our mindset is that we’re
going to win without a doubt.
Not a cocky mindset but a confident swagger, because if there’s
any doubt or skepticism it shows
during the game, “Otis said.
Both
sides of
the lines
plus special teams
have prepared for
this game
the same
way they have prepared each
week throughout the season.
“We spend a lot of time in
the mornings watching film; we
talk about our scheme for the
games,” Brown said.
Since this is the Homecoming
football game the team is hoping to draw a bigger crowd to
help the Vikings pull out another
win. If they take their drive and
passion onto the field game day,
their hard work will be rewarded
with a victory.

“

by Neftali Rodriguez
Staff Reporter

Our mindset is that
we are going to win without
a doubt.
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Hike! Lake Stevens Vikings on the line and ready to score another touchdown against Oak Harbor. The final score to this game was
Vikings 14 and Oak Harbor 13. The Vikings started off strong scoring two touchdowns in the first half, but their defense had to
stay strong in the second half when Oak Harbor tried to make a comeback. Lake Stevens’ hard work and perseverance was key in
this win.

Cheerleaders take
spirt to higher levels
Keeping it Viking strong
by Alexandra Mulvaney
Staff Reporter

PHOTO COURTESY OF RANDI OLSON

Mighty Vikings: Viking cheerleaders perform a stunt for football fans at home against Oak Harbor. Cheerleaders
attended leadership camp this summer to grow as a team. They feel it was beneficial to their relationships with
each other. “It was an amazing bonding experience,” senior Hannah Donnelly said.

T h e
2013-2014
cheer team
is
closer
than ever. These girls have learned to
work together as a team, helping their
school and building friendships. The
adjustment for the senior girls from
last year has been a rewarding experience. They work together better this
year than in the past.
The team usually choreographs a
new dance for every assembly and are
practicing new stunts and tumbling
routines that include back handsprings
and the aerial flip Geena Rojas preformed in this year’s first assembly.
“Lots of things are different from
last year; we are more organized and
always know the plan, which is nice. I
also think the team works together a lot
better which is helpful when it comes to
making up dances and deciding things
as a team,” senior Michelle Majors said.
Tryout results for this year’s team
were unknown. With a new coach many
girls didn’t know what to expect. In the
past all the girls who were on the team

as juniors always made it again for
their senior year. That wasn’t the case
this year when two of the eight total returners didn’t make the team again for
senior year.
“I was actually really nervous trying out again, especially since all the
returners had no guarantee that they
were going to be on the team again. I
cried a few times that week because I
was worried,” Majors added.
Senior Chloe DuChesne is new to
the team this year, loving the leadership, and making new friends.
“The year so far is going really
great! We have a passion to work for
our school, and we are very good at
expressing how we feel to each other,”
DuChesne said.
These girls have tons of fun together,
growing closer as the year progresses.
The school is eager to see what kinds of
things the team has to make games and
pep assemblies more exciting.
“Being on cheer is more than I expected! It can be challenging at times,
but we always manage to come together,” senior Hannah Donnelly said.
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Spotless New leadership for volleyball girls
Passionate coaching influences players to victory
record

Swim team
trains hard for
state title
by Teddy Gaspar
Staff Reporter

The
girl’s
swim team started the season

undefeated.
The team is very busy, many swimmers
participate in multiple events. This year
we have five divers whom some do both
swimming and diving while others just do
diving.
Denise Sontra has filled the position
assistant coach as a result of the incident
that occurred in the pool last spring. The
incident is still under investigation and
any personnel changes cannot be commented on at this time. However, the team
appears to be dealing with the change in
leadership well, they still manage to focus
on their success.
“I have high expectations for both myself and for my teammates,” senior Felicity Speirs said.
“It’s our job to keep the spirit up and be
good examples for the incoming freshman
and having a lot of good sportsmanship
for both our own teammates and the other
swimmers,” senior Izel Thomson said.

by Teddy Gaspar
Staff Reporter

The
varsity
girls’ volleyball
team began the
season under the new leadership of
Coach Dawn Hanson the former junior
varsity coach. Even though this is her
first season as the varsity head coach at
Lake Stevens, Hanson coached volleyball
for the Monroe Bearcats for nine years.
Hanson is pleased with the depth of her
team.
“We have a lot of returners, so the
core of the team is good. We should do
well, and we should make it to the playoffs,” Hanson said.
The players seem to be adapting
to the new leadership rather well. At
press time the girls record was 4-2.
“She is super intense and exciting. She
pushes us hard, but we know it will pay
off in the end,” senior Molli Drivdahl
said.
In addition to greater intensity, the
Vikings changed up their defensive style.
“There are differences, we are doing
a different defensive style. In the new
defensive style we have our left back and
our right back moved out a little more so
that our libero doesn’t have to cover as
much area and it seems to be working,”
senior Kelly Davis said.

This different defense style worked
Thursday (Sept. 17) night on their game
against Seattle’s Roosevelt High School
when the lady Vikings pulled off a win
3-1. As a part of the new training regimen
the girls traveled to Washington State
University for a volleyball tournament
over the summer.

The girls won first place in their pool
and went on to win the tournament that
included nine other schools from around
the state.

Both the C-Team and Junior Varsity both won
their matches against Roosevelt with a 3-0 for both. As
well as the JV and C-Team won their matches against
Marysville-Pilchuck both (Sept. 19) with a 3-0 win.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAWN HANS0N

Fans appreciate win. Viking students celebrate the varsity volleyball teams win. Football players went to
support after their long practice, still wearing their football helments. The school’s spirit helps the dedicated players play hard on every serve.

Youngest varsity soccer team yet
Fresh talent with expectations of prior years
by Noel Gasca
Staff Reporter

PHOTO BY MCKENZIE GRANT

Off the blocks: Senior Felicity Speirs waits for her
teammate to tag the wall, so she can swim her leg of
the relay. Speirs successfully defended her one mile
open water swim title, proving that she is force to be
reckoned with in any body of water.

PHOTO BY MCKENZIE GRANT

Swim to state: Sophomore Alisha Wilson swimming
in her race against Marysville Pilchuck and Marysville Getchell. They are working hard to take the
state title.

The girls varsity soccer team
put all their
sweat, tears and twisted ankles into
training for this year’s season to prepare for their first game of the season against Monroe. The team went
into the first game with high energy
and fresh faces.
For the first time in years, the
team started out with several new
sophomore additions, a first for the
varsity team. These new players are
working together to create a refreshing and exciting dynamic. Team captain, junior Makenna Berg believes
that their youth is one of their strongest assets.
“Because we’re young, we can
build as a team,” Berg said.
Although this may be the first
time most of the girls have played on
a high school team together, it’s certainly not their first time playing the
game. Sophomore Madison Huesers
is a vital addition to the team because she is one of the most experienced players.
“I’ve been playing since I was
four, so about eleven years!” Huesers said.
However, no matter how long
they’ve been playing, getting used
to varsity is still a struggle, and the
pressure intensifies for the players.
Each girl learns that every move

counts.
“JV is getting ready for varsity,
so it’s okay to make mistakes. But
with varsity, you have to be perfect;
you have to do your job every time.
There’s a lot more pressure,” Hunsberger said.
While the girls worked hard in
the first game of the season against
Monroe, it was not enough, and they
lost 6-0.
“In the first game, we weren’t really in our rhythm; it was the first
game, we were just getting all the jitters out, and getting used to playing
as a team. Now we know how to play
the game,” Hunsberger said.
Stumbled during their first game,
they kick it up a notch.
“It’s going to take us some time,
but we’re going to pick it up,” Huesers said.
The girls pulled out a win in their
next game to Mount Vernon 3-1. But
it’s not the wins, or the losses, that
keep the girls going with their heads
held high. For Hunsberger, it’s the
pride of knowing she’s representing
Lake Stevens.
“You step out on the field, and everyone is watching you, and they call
your number and name… it’s such a
proud feeling,” Hunsberger said.
This year’s team is younger thantheir predecessors, but they are determined to win.

PHOTO BY MCKENZIE GRANT

Defender on point: Freshman Lexi Shonko goes for the ball
against Kamiak’s Christine Heisen. The game ended with a
tough loss, Kamiak-2, Vikings-1.
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Drawing comes easy for high school artist
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Student Jessica Dzuranyi shares her skills of drawing portraits
by Britty Lamberty
Features Editor

Sounds around the sound

As soon as senior Jessica Dzuranyi learned
how to hold a crayon, it
didn’t take her long to realize her passion for drawing.
“I’d like to think that drawing has always
come easily for me. Obviously, I’ve had to
work to get better (because I love drawing
portraits), but for the most part, it’s never really been a struggle,” Dzuranyi said.
Dzuranyi describes her drawing as “100%
realistic.” While she loves drawing portraits,
she finds the challenges of perfecting each
stroke fun.
A good friend of Dzuranyi’s, senior Marcela
Gaspar, is a huge fan of Dzuranyi’s drawings.
“I really like her drawing style because she
really pays attention to the little details in
her, drawings which contributes to the overall
product of her drawings,” senior Gaspar said.
Although Dzuranyi already works hard at
perfecting her art, she keeps goals towards
expanding her artistic talents.
“I’d like to be able to execute detail in an
even better and more realistic way. I envy

the graphite artists who can draw something
and make it pretty much look like a black and
white photograph,” Dzuranyi said.
For Dzuranyi, drawing is a passion, not a
chore. Thus, drawing is still a learning experience.
Dzuranyi has stayed active in drawing for
the community through competitions in elementary school and advanced drawing classes
at school.
“Marcela Gaspar wants me to enter a Scholastic Art Contest this year with her, so we’ll
see,” Dzuranyi said.
Gaspar has been a very supportive friend
through Jessica’s artistic journey.
“I encourage her and really support her
passion for drawing. I think she has great potential and could make her talent into a career,” Gaspar said.
Dzuranyi’s plans do not include keeping
drawing strictly as a hobby, she plans to attend art school next fall, and major in fashion
design and possibly visual arts.
“I have to do something creative with my
life, there’s no other option,” Dzuranyi said.

Two Door Cinema Club; October 26 at the Neptune Theatre

Two Door Cinema Club is an Irish three-man band known best for their
body-swaying mix of new wave and indie rock melodies. In 2009, shortly
after the release of the first few tracks of their first album, “Tourist History,” the band’s promising talent began attracting the crowds of the UK
and Ireland. They proceeded to release the whole album including wellacclaimed track, “What You Know,” which topped alternative charts outside of Europe, catapulting them into
international fame. The disco-danceworthy vibe of the band’s electropop
genre is comparable to that of The
Postal Service, Bombay Bicycle Club
and Mumford and Sons. Two Door Cinema Club has currently released a new
single, “Changing of the Seasons,” off
of their upcoming EP and are about to
kick off their North American fall tour
early this October. Tickets cost $27.50.
PHOTO COURTESY OF CREATIVECOMMONS.ORG

Kanye West w/ Kendrick Lamar; October 19 at the Key Arena

After his last solo tour five years ago, Kanye West is yet again about
to embark on an all-out solo trek in support of his new album, the dark
and abrasive and just a tad bit too egotistic, “Yeezus,” where he lived up
to his trademark of reinvention. The industrialized, acid-house “Yeezus”
is the hip-hop singer and rapper’s harsher and lewder take on his 2008
album, the emotional “808s and Heartbreak.” It is also a minimalistic approach to his 2010 album, the explosive and maximalist “Twisted Fantasy,” which tackled excess and fame. The new album’s track list includes
current chart-toppers: “Black Skinhead,” “I Am a God,” and “Blood
PHOTO COURTESY OF CREATIVECOMMONS.ORG
on the Leaves.” Joining him on the
tour is fellow hip-hop rapper Kendrick Lamar, best known for his
songs, “M.A.A.D. City” and “B****,
Don’t Kill My Vibe,” who will be
opening for most of the shows including this one in Seattle. Ticket
prices range from $50.90 to $403.

by Iris Favoreal
Design Editor

PHOTO BY MCKENZIE GRANT

New meaning to detail: Jessica Dzuranyi sketches a portrait, her favorite drawing style.
Dzuranyi developed an interest in drawing prior to high school.

Lake Stevens History 101
The history of ‘the chicken’ and Lake Stevens High School
by Jason Pearson
Athletic Director

The Chicken Drive-In was a staple in Lake
Stevens during the 1960’s. It was located where
the Walgreens is near Frontier Village and was
a hot spot for Lake Stevens residents. The Senior Class of 1969 was the
first class to take the seven foot chicken from the roof of the drive-in
and place it here on campus. The class of 1976 kidnapped the chicken and actually hid it for four months,
bringing it out during their graduation. The tradition of taking the chicken
lasted until the early 1990’s when one
class that will remain nameless actually
broke the chicken’s foot. After a brief
absence and a major foot repair, the
chicken tradition was reborn in the mid
to late 1990’s.
Ladies and Gentlemen the Class of
2013 proudly carries on the tradition of
PHOTO COURTESY OF Lake Stevens Journal
the chicken!

Top 10 TV Shows

1) Walking Dead

2) How I Met Your Mother
3) Pretty Little Liars
4) The Vampire Diaries
5) Awkward
6) Parks and Recreation
7) New Girl
8) Modern Family
9) Brooklyn Nine-Nine
10) Michael J. Fox Show
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Secret admirer: Senior Cienna Casados came
to a surprise of gifts on her desk during her
first period. At the end of the day, sophomore
Isaac Sackett revealed himself to her with the
big ask.

GRAPHIC ART BY
IRIS FAVOREAL

by Esther McCoy
Staff Reporter
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In retrospect, wouldn’t looking
back on high school be more memorable if every person had a unique experience instead of everyone sharing all the
cliché memories they had together? On the
outside, students play into the cliché traditions
of high school. Homecoming is a widely expected
custom when it comes to high school. Everyone expects to attend the homecoming football game, be
asked to the dance in a unique way and prepare for
the day of the dance. Even more enlightening about the
planning of homecoming is picking out the perfect dress,
making his tux match your color so it can be perfect, the
wearing of a corsage and all. In twenty years, will anyone
remember anything special about homecoming or only the
rushing blur of the preparation? If a considerable amount of
money and planning go into homecoming night, why shouldn’t
it be remembered years later? Students should spice up homecoming so they remember the experience.
There is a way to experience the same walk of life but to also
make it uncommon and exclusive. Do something other than the
typical cliché, make it different. Some students have made at
least a small measure to change their approach to homecoming.
Of course, dinner and a corsage are familiar, but think out of the
box. Do something you think no one else will do. Attempt to match
some aspect of the outfit with the theme of homecoming. If the
theme is under the sea, resemble a mermaid or wear a dress with
a scaly looking texture. Changing something about your outfit will
make a statement.
“I really want to wear cowboy boots,” sophomore Ashley Perry
said.
Other than trying to conform to the habitual actions on the
day of the dance, do something new. Do something no one else
will think of doing, then the day of the dance will be meaningful as a special memory.
“We are supposed to go inner tubing that day,” junior Sabrina Tavares said.
Having the right approach to start the day of the dance
can be the perfect ingredient to spice your plans up.
Accomplishing something fun and unique for homecoming will make it that much more memorable. To
make the memory last longer than the last dance,
be creative. Recall the memories that stand out,
make homecoming a story that can be told to
future children. Amaze friends and relatives
with how unexpected the Homecoming
plans will be, allow others to be jealous
of how much fun was created. Craft
a way to make your date feel special. Make Home
Homecoming
coming a
night that will never be
forgotten.

a night to remember
Sea’

Bestfriends:
“One word:
puppy. Three
words: she
said ‘yes,’”
recounts senior
Macray Jerome
of the day he
asked senior
Emma Fysh to
homecoming.

Dedication: Senior Nick Vaug
had his back to
senior Robyn
Edinger when
she walked up
to him. When h
turned around,
his hot pink
shirt did all the
talking.
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A Public confession: During the
first assembly of
the school, junior
Alexia Davila was
shone the spotlight when asked
to homecoming
by junior Joseph
Simons in front of
the whole student
body.
PHOTO COURTESY OF MARCELA GASPAR
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Girls’ homecoming expectations becom
by Hannah Mulvey
Staff Reporter

With Homecoming approaching very quickly,
many of the guys are planning creative ways to ask
that special someone. Girls are also left to wonder
how he will ask. Many girls have already planned
how they want to be asked. Some with only roses and some want more
of a scene that would come out of a movie.
It feels like what people see in movies influence everyone’s every
move. This generation is stuck on this thought that movies and TV
shows are all very close to reality. Even reality shows are not accurate
at this point. So to see girls expect as much as they do is kind of funny.

What guy in high school would actually go to your house with a bo
box and play your favorite song like John Cusack did in “Say Anythin
Yes, it’s all very cute and romantic. But we are in high school and
aren’t even going to remember this in 15 years. Homecoming is fun a
always exciting but I would push to make Prom more memorable th
Homecoming.
Over the years, we girls, expect more and more. We pay too m
attention to the dresses, makeup and hair and they all get way too
pensive. Does your makeup really stay put with all the lights, danc
and what not? The most expensive of things don’t always work with

he
d,

e

Boys go above and beyond
to ask their dates creatively
by Alexandra Mulvaney
Staff Reporter

Many
boys ask
t h e i r
homecoming dates to go to the dance with
them in predictable ways, but it’s the
creative, surprising and original ideas
that get a girl’s attention. Senior Cienna Casados was asked by a “secret admirer” a.k.a sophomore Isaac
Sackett.
“I was nervous to find out who it
was, but also excited because this is
the first year I didn’t know who my
date was going to be,” Casados said.
She was very surprised and anxious when she found gifts from her
secret admirer in her first period.
“He set up a Redbull Italian soda,
a rose, a note, and Sour Patch watermelons on my first period desk and I
had to wait all day to find out who it
was. At the end of the day in the parking lot, he was waiting with one of my
best friend’s boyfriend with signs and
balloons asking us together to Homecoming!” Casados added.
Casados had never talked to Sackett before and had no idea he was
going to ask her, as her friends hid it

36% Hip-hop
and Rap
20% Rock
14% Techno
13% Country
13% Alternative/Indie
4% Slow
Dance

from her all day.
Other boys around the school created special ways to ask their dates.
As many saw on Friday September 6,
when Leadership put on the first pep
assembly of the year, junior Alexia
Davila was asked by junior Joseph
Simons in front of the whole school.
“We hadn’t planned an ending for
the assembly. Originally I thought he
was going to give the flowers he had
to Tanner and say sorry for trying to
steal the spirit, but instead he asked
me to Homecoming. I was really nervous,” Davila added.
Simons was extremely nervous to
walk out and surprise Davila, but he
saw the perfect opportunity to ask her
in a unique way.
“When everyone was cheering for
me after I asked her I felt like I was
on top of the world! I think I’ll always
look back at that as a shining moment
in high school,” Simons said.
Davila and Casados are very excited to go to Homecoming this year
with their sweet and creative dates.
Asking a girl in a creative way is the
perfect way to get excited for a great
night out with close friends.

We
asked.
You
answered.

What Genre
of music do
you want to
hear most at
homecoming?
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that heat.
Along with the girly things being expensive, whatever happened to
just flowers and a poster that said, “Will You Go to Homecoming with
me?” Simplicity is always nice, and it really is sweet.
Guys also have high expectations when it comes to asking. One of
their friends might have asked the most popular girl in school, so they
think the proposal needs to be the best anyone has seen to counteract
that situation.
It’s a game that we teenagers get sucked into. In 15 years, where was
your dress from and will you care who you went with?

CAUTION CAUTION CAUTION CAUTION CAUTION CAUTION CAUTION CAUTION CAUTION CAUTION
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THE BIG “YES”

PHOTO BY MCKENZIE GRANT

Too risky: Alcohol has no place on campus. Students need to realize the repercussions of mixing
alcohol with school activities.

Drinking, really?
Unsafe, risky and not worth it
by Meredith Brown
Editor-in-Chief

In the past,
students have
felt the need to
drink at school
events, such as Homecoming. Underage drinking is a very real issue here at
the high school. In the Healthy Youth
Survey of 2012, thirty percent of sophomores said they had drunk some sort
of alcoholic beverage in the past thirty
days. The even more alarming data was
the thirty nine percent who said they
had partaken in experimental drinking, problem drinking, or heavy drinking in the past thirty days.
Teenagers don’t understand the effects of alcohol, and they don’t know
their limits. The true effects of alcohol only kick in after time, and by that
time, they could have had five drinks.
The biggest issue is safety; a lot of students don’t know when to stop drinking.
“Almost every house I go to (on the
job) there is alcohol involved. When
you start drinking, the first thing to
go is judgment. Not only do people do
stupid things when they drink, but they
can end up in thehospital,” Officer David Carter said.
Not knowing when to stop, students
don’t think of the cost. Showing up to
homecoming or any school event under the influence leads to serious consequences.
As stated in the student handbook,
the student will automatically be suspended for ninety days. It’s possible
to reduce the ninety days to ten days
if they choose to enroll in counseling.
Moreover, a report is sent to the Snohomish County court, and a court date
is set. At that court date, the student
could potentially receive an MIP (minor in possession), have their license
suspended until they are twenty oneyears old, pay a fine, and possibly even
spend time in jail. A MIP may cause
colleges to hesitate when accepting applicants.
Principal Eric Cahan stressed the

awareness of the obstacles drinking
could now cause later in life. Students
should be worried about their health
and also their future.
“I get interviewed about students
that have already graduated. If you
ever want to go work for the government, or other agencies, you might not
be able to if you have something on
your record. That’s why I remind kids,
right now it might be funny, but when
you’re twenty five, it might not be that
funny,” Cahan said.
With the seriousness of the consequences, there will be police on duty
and administrators supervising Homecoming. They will be looking for signs
such as lack of eye contact, and trying
to hide behind otherpeople. Plus they
can often smell the alcohol. Furthermore, police and administrators will
have breathalyzers at their disposal
as needed. If a student is suspected
of being under the influence, they will
be pulled aside and asked if they have
been drinking. If the student says no,
and the administration still is suspicious, they will use their breathalyzer.
Underage drinking is dangerous,
which is why our administrative staff
tries to prevent it as much as possible. It
is difficult for a lot of students because
of the pressure from their friends.
“Everyone knows someone that has
at least drank once or twice, and you
don’t have to stop hanging out with
those people, but keep yourself out of
situations like that. If you know someone is drinking, just say ‘Hey I’ll catch
up with you guys another time’”, senior
Public Relations Officer Aubrey McNeil
said.
Not only is there the pressure to
drink from friends, but there is also
the social acceptance teenagers seek.
Underage drinking is not only dangerous, but there are also many risks.
Throughout last year, there were only
eight people suspended, and only one
expelled. The school would like to see
the statistics decrease.

10 events
October
Sunday
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Bolded events are home games. Support your Vikings!

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday
2
3

4

5

8

9
Boys tennis vs Mount
Vernon
School board meeting @
6:30

Girls swim vs
Cascade
Boys tennis vs Snohomish
Cross country vs Snohomish
Volleyball vs Kamiak
Girls soccer vs Mariner

11

Volleyball vs
Lynnwood
Girls soccer vs
Cascade

HOMECOMING
FOOTBALL GAME!
vs Arlington

12
Cross Country vs

16

17
Boys tennis vs

18

1

Girls swim vs
Getchell, Pilchuck
Girls soccer vs Kamiak
Volleyball vs Cascade

6

13

20

27

7

Boys tennis vs
Cascade

14

15

Boys tennis vs
Monroe

Girls swim vs Getchell,
Pilchuck
Girls soccer vs Kamiak
Volleyball vs Cascade

21

28
Volleyball vs Monroe
Girls soccer vs Snohomish

22

Boys tennis vs Mount
Vernon
Girls Swim vs Shorewood
Volleyball vs Snohomish
Girls soccer vs Mount Ver-

Boys tennis vs
Kamiak

PSAT exam @ LSHS 7:35
a.m.

23

Boys tennis vs
Mariner
Cross Country vs Mount
Vernon
Girls soccer vs Jackson
Volleyball vs Mariner

10

Arlington
Girls soccer vs
Arlington
Volleyball vs Mount
Vernon

24

Boys tennis vs Mount
Vernon
School board meeting @
6:30 p.m. Sunnycrest

Volleyball vs Arlington
Girls soccer vs Monroe

29

30

31

Boys tennis vs Mount
Vernon

Boys tennis vs Mount Vernon

Girls swim vs Marysville
Pilchuck

Friday
Football vs Mount
Vernon

Saturday
Girls swim vs
Kamiak
Volleyball vs Monroe
Cross Country vs
Getchell

Lakewood
Girls swim vs
Mariner

Homecoming
dance!

19

Football vs Stanwood

Volleyball vs Tulalip
Heritage

25

26

Football vs Snohomish

Girls swim vs Marysville
Pilchuck

Halloween!

Gain knowledge to be successful in the workforce. Join
our graduates and experience all UW Bothell has to offer.

Meet with an advisor today!
We have an outstanding team ready to help
you choose from our exciting degree offerings.
425.352.5000 | www.uwb.edu
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Viking staff tells all about classroom cheaters

Severe consequences do not always deter students from cheating
It is no
surprise
that students
at
LSHS are cheating in classes.
Unfortunately, cheating has become such a common occurrence
that it doesn’t seem like a big
deal to most of the student body.
However, cheating is still a real
offense with real consequences.
The cheating policy at Lake Stevens High School is as follows: if
a student is caught once they will
receive a zero on that assignment.
If they are caught twice they will
receive no credit in the class.
This problem isn’t new. According to Bill Bowers’ 1964
study on cheating, three fourths
of 5,000 students surveyed in 99
schools across America admitted
to being involved in incidents of
academic dishonesty.
“Everybody has a lot of
pressure to do their best
and sometimes they just
make bad decisions,” math
teacher Suzan Horn said.
Some teachers at Lake Stevens High School find that
students aren’t cheating to be
malicious, but rather to get by.
“I think that most kids are
just scared of the repercussion,
but with that said, I wouldn’t put
it past anybody to at least have
some wandering eyes or a potential cheating technique,” math

teacher Scott Flanders said.
Teachers aren’t the only people
who believe that students cheat
because they feel pressured to
earn good grades, but according
to senior Katie Nolen that’s not
the only reason they cheat.
“They cheat because they
don’t value learning enough to
learn it themselves, or they don’t
know the answer,” Nolen said.
If this is the case, then cheating will continue until students
value their learning. Cheating
sometimes becomes creative
and extensive. Senior Zoe Nida
and her friend decided to learn
Morse code and tap with their
pencils, the answers to their test
to each other. This intricate plan
was foiled when their teacher
knew how to
detect Morse
code, even
with a pencil.
“No joke,
it was really
embarrassing!” Nida
said.
Recognizing that there
is a slight
issue with cheating for students,
a few teachers put in their two
cents on the matter.
“People have to learn the hard
way sometimes, and I think for

“

PHOTO BY JACK PETTERBORG

Cheater, cheater, pumpkin eater! These Vikings demonstrate the looking over the shoudler cheating style that they have seen too
often. The conseqence to this is getting caught, and there’s not a guarantee their scores are correct.

“

by Brittney Swank
Staff Reporter

Some
teachers don’t
a g r e e
t h a t
t h e s e
students
are simply making mistakes.
They believe that these students
are choosing to do wrong although they know better.
“Ijust think you live under the
saying ‘you reap what you sow’.
Meaning if you didn’t put in a

75% of 5,000 students surveyed
in 99 schools in America admitted to being involved in incidents of academic dishonesty.
the people who have been caught
cheating, they won’t do it again
because they were embarrassed,
or they realized they probably
shouldn’t have been doing it in
the first place,” Horn said.

bunch of work to prepare yourself for the test then take your
lumps. Don’t go and try to cheat
yourself around it. If you’re not
prepared that’s your fault,” Flanders said.
Cheating may seem like the
easy way to reach good grades,
but even students who have
cheated don’t recommend doing
it.
“I don’t think you should do
it, but I guess that makes me a
hypocrite. I think it’s wrong, and
it won’t teach you the material
that you need to know,” senior
Sean Desherlia said.

Bittersweet start to a teaching career

Finley accepts the challenge of filling Mr. Marques’ shoes
by Chloe Rowland
Features Editor

PHOTO BY MCKENZIE GRANT

New teacher steps in: After Mr. Marques’ wife passed away, Mr. Finley has taken the
role of Mr. Marqucs’ former Personal Finance class. Finley loves teaching with enthusiasm and he loves to motivate kids.

M r .
D a v i d
Marques
w a s
hired to teach Personal Finance
and Computer Applications
and began teaching this fall as
a Viking. However, Marques
suffered the tragic loss of his wife
near the end of summer and is on
leave until he is ready to return.
Mr. Finley was hired to take
over Mr. Marques’ classes during
his leave. As a new teacher, Finley
has stepped out of his comfort
zone to inspire the LSHS students.
“Mr. Marques has been
teaching for about seven
years, appears we have the
same philosophy in classroom
management. So I believe he is
similar to myself as far as his
approach. He has indicated that
he will probably come back at the
end of November,” Finley said.
So far this year Mr. Finley has
used his outgoing personality and

humor to make the math class
more interesting, causing an
unusual jolt of math enthusiasm
in the heart of the 100 building.
“In his absence I hope to teach
and kind of get my students
prepared for life after high school.
Ultimately I want the students to
learn in a fun and creative learning
environment where students
feel like their input is just as
important as mine. I try to make
a personal connection with every
one of my students and advocate
for them, cheer for them, I want
them to feel comfortable coming
to me with problems even if it’s
not school related,” Finley said.
Mr. Finley is new to the
teaching profession.
“I reached a point where I
decided I wanted to not be in
sales anymore, and I wanted to
do something different. I just
really wanted to do something
meaningful and to give hope and
inspiration, motivation to young

people,” Finley said.
“Finley makes class fun. I
actually look forward to going to
his classes. He makes learning
seem fun and compared to
my first period math class he
makes it a lot more exciting.
I feel like we like to do work
because he makes it seem worth
it,” senior Justis French said.
Finley is ready to take on the
challenge educating Vikings.
“I hope I always maintain my
passion for teaching and never
get jaded or burnt out and
love the engagement with the
students. I think because I kind
of have a young mind, it helps me
to form bonds and connections
with
kids.
I
definitely
understand their perspective.
One of the gifts I was endowed
in was the ability to empathize,”
Finley concluded. The Viking
community is ready to welcome
Mr. Marques when he is ready
to return to the classroom.

12 FEATURES
Drumming to victory LSHS Style
October 9, 2013

FOLLOW US @LSHSVALHALLA ON TWITTER

LSHS Band finds a storage surprise to boost superfan mania
by Neftali Rodriguez
Staff Reporter

LSHS
band
has
recently
been working on
an original bass
drum from the Pink Palace (old LSHS)
that has resided in storage ever since.
The band has put a lot of work and effort into designing the drum.
“People honestly didn’t put that much
attention to it at first since. It’s been sitting on top of my door since I’ve gotten
here,” Neil Proff said.
The amazing part about the bass
drum is that it was traced all the way
back and found to be purchased in the
late 50’s.
Athletic director, Jason Pearson’s father used to be the band director for the
students at the Pink Palace.
“Jason Pearson was the director way
back in the day; he was the director at
the Pink Palace,” Proff said.
“It hasn’t been played since at least
the 60’s because that’s how far back I
traced the drum from last being played,”
Proff said.
Sam Fernandez has put a lot of time
and efforts on this drum as well.
“They asked me if I would draw and
I was kind of hesitant about it, and then
they showed me all the pictures and
then I was like yeah I’ll do it,” Samantha
Fernandez said.

Proff needed her help.
“I helped him like burn it. I made
sure all the lines were straight. I made
sure to add more detail to shade it right,
he said he wasn’t too creative, so I did all
the creative part of it,” senior Fernandez
said.
Proff sanded off all the original paint
on the drum, so he could burn all the
images on. He didn’t want to replace the
wood because it was still in good condition. Fernandez did the picture tracings
then Proff burned the drawings onto the
drum. Images from the Viking logo were
used for the drums.
“I loved it, it was super fun. It was a
lot of work though, it took me a week
maybe, I went after school, I went during lunch, I’d miss sixth period to go do
it, I’m happy on how it turned out,” Fernandez said.
When this drum is ready, it will be an
excellent addition to the band.
The idea is that when the Vikings
football team scores a touchdown someone from the band is going to run down
to the middle of the field and start playing the drum. For every sweet seven
points our football team scores the drum
will be played. “It can bring a lot more
spirit cause’ theirs like a giant hammer
that they made, and the base head is all
decorated and wicked cool and it’s super

PHOTO BY MCKENZIE GRANT

Wait for the surprise: For now, the finalized drum is hidden from site as they prepare for the Homecoming game. The unveiling of the final product is hoped to hype up the football games to the next level. “It
can bring a lot more spirit cause’ theirs like a giant hammer that they made, and the base head is all
decorated and wicked cool and it’s super exciting,” senior Fernandez said.

exciting,” Fernandez said.
The drum will remain under wraps

until the night of the Homecoming game
for the big reveal.

Gras ping G aspar’ s quic k c ap t ured ar t
Senior wins Schack Art Centers Annual Photography Contest

PHOTO BY MCKENZIE GRANT

Capturing the moment: Marcela Gaspar’s focuses on her photographer.
Gaspar’s talents have been admired from the photography room and in
the Herald. “If Aaron Piega got jurors choice, there’s no way I got an
award,” Gaspar stated.

by Hannah Mulvey
Staff Reporter

The Schack Art Center in
Everett held their annual Black
and White Photography earlier
this year. The contest was open

to all Snohomish County High School students. Senior
Marcela Gaspar entered her photograph, titled, “Pollito” was entered and received 1st place in the 11th/12th
grade category.
“She is an amazingly talented student photographer,
as well as an incredible person - beautiful, smart, creative, hard working, honest, and best of all, kind with a
generous, compassionate and nonjudgmental spirit. She
recognizes and values the good in others, and brings out
the best in all who come into contact with her, including
me,” photography teacher Elizabeth Granillo said.
Gaspar, one of the many Lake Stevens students who
entered never expected to be a winner in the contest.
“I was hoping maybe I could get 3rd or 4th, I wasn’t
hoping for anything big,” Gaspar said.
Gaspar also explained how she wasn’t upset at all
when she heard she didn’t win the jurors choice award,
or the grand prize. She was excited for the winner,
rather than upset.
“She had gone from honorable mentions, then
she mentioned a couple of our students, then she
said that only one person got a jurors choice, which
was Aaron Piega, and I’ve got mad respect for this
kid. Really good at photography. If Aaron Piega got
Jurors choice, there’s no way I got an award,” Gaspar said.
Gaspar felt sad that she was the only one who
had won the highest award. Gaspar wasn’t expecting anything else to happen.
“I could not believe it. I was so amazed. Before
that my heart had dropped, and I was so sad. But
then she said that and I felt amazing. I was so proud

of myself,” Gaspar said.
Winning was a big deal for Gaspar. Many of her
teachers, friends and her family agree that it was huge
and well deserved. Many students really enjoy having
Gaspar represent Lake Stevens in a contest as big as this
one.
“Marcela is really good; her artwork shows a lot of
emotion and has great back stories and meaning behind
each picture. Even though I don’t know her personally,
I’ve seen her art and it is incredible. I could never do
what she does,” junio Hannah Perry said.
Those who have seen Gaspar’s work admire the talent presented in her photography. We hope to see her
work in this years contest and wish her the best of luck
in possibly winning first prize overall along with jurors
choice. Gaspar has enlightened many people with her
photos, all the while inspiring future competitors.
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Viking mothers adapt to growing families

Wiklund, Kerker and Chilson blessed with new babies

P H OTO C O U R T E S Y O F S U Z A N N E K E R K E R

Precious girl: Suzanne Kerker and her daughter Acacia Kerker smile for the camera at
home. Acacia was born pre-maturely, and the Kerkers were ecstatic to welcome home
their bundle of joy.

by Tyler Baggs
Staff Reporter

W h i l e
juggling students on a
daily basis
for at least
six hours a day, Amy Wiklund
recently has been promoted to a
working mother of two. January
13, 2013, Libby Marie Wiklund
opened her eyes into the world.
Amy Wiklund was gone from
January 13 and didn’t return
to work until the end of April.
While Amy Wiklund was on

maternity leave, Jesse Bloomberg took over her counseling
duties. With the addition of
a second child, Wiklund has
gained a new perspective.
“My schedule has gone to
crazy town. And I don’t sleep
normally anymore, and I probably will never sleep normally
again. I now understand why
parents always look tired, and
your schedule is no longer your
own. You are no longer the boss
of what you get to do and when

you get to do it. It’s life changing. This is my second baby, so
it multiplies the craziness. It
makes life crazy but wonderful,” Wiklund said.
Emily Chilson has been a
dedicated yearbook advisor and
US history teacher for eleven
years. What some don’t know,
is that she is a loving mother of
two beautiful daughters, Noelle Marie Chilson, born March
16, 2011, and Zoe Mae Chilson,
born May 9 of this year. Although running back and forth
between her job and her kids is
a struggle, she always finds time
for both.
“It’s so much fun! But it’s
challenging. I always have to
manage my time better,” Chilson said.
Suzanne Kerker, who teaches AP Psychology and CWI,
became a new mother to Acacia Kerker, who was born prematurely on February 18, 2013.
Chilson and Kerker both agree
that having kids has broadened
their motherly affection in their
work. Both no longer view students simply as students, but as
somebody’s child.
“I look at the little students
and see that their somebody’s
sweet little baby. Even the bratty kids that aren’t doing their
work,” Kerker said.
More often than not, students don’t inquire about the

lives of their teachers or realize
that educators and administrators have lives of their own. Students don’t realize that not only
are teachers taking care of and
looking out for students, but
many leave work to go home

and take care of children of
their own families each day.
The Viking community continues to expand beyond the
official student count. Keep an
eye out for these newer Vikings
at school events.

PHOTO COURTESY OF AMY WIKLUND

Family time: Amy Wiklund and daughter Libby Wiklund,who turned 8 months old
this month, is a wonder to the Wiklund. Wiklund, counselor at the high school, resigned from the head coaching position for the varsity volleyball team in order to
spend more time with her two children.

Lake Stevens ranks highest in county

HSPE reading scores and graduation rates climb higher

by Jessica Matthias
Staff Reporter

Lake Stevens High School has the honor of being ranked
60th out of 439 schools in Washington State based on its
HSPE scores on Schooldigger.com.
Between 2012 and 2013 LSHS went from an 82.8% graduation rate up to an 88.3% graduation rate.
That means that out of 591 seniors, 522 graduated on time.
According to homefacts.com, “Lake Stevens Senior High School scored the highest rating (in Snohomish County) based on student aptitude test performance.”

Congratulations!
Senior Tyler
Granston, sophomore Bailey Hall,
seniors John Gallagher and Courtney
Ellis, junior Amber Dalgleish and
sophomore Peter
Condyles were
voted students of
the month by the
LSHS staff. They
were recognized
for their hard work
and academic
achievement.

September Students of the Month

(Left to Right)
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Getting good grades overpowers the reach for new knowledge
by Kaylee Nunley
Opinion Editor

Between all
of the school
and homework
pushed onto
students, there’s not a whole lot
of time for, well, learning. Sounds
crazy, but for about seven hours a
day, school is packed with overly
exhausted teens. Basically zombies. They take in as much information as possible, up until the
final bell rings. At this point, the
thought of sleeping strongly overpowers that of learning, and it becomes a routine. Too many kids figure out just enough to get by.
This is how kids in high school
have come to care much more
about getting an “A” than actually learning about anything.
The amount of pressure put on
students every day is relentless.
The pile of homework waiting
for teens when they get home
does very little good for anybody.

No wonder this generation is
getting less sharp; people don’t
have an interest in having knowledge, but only in looking like they
do. Something is terribly wrong
with this idea. Looking in the back
of the math book for answers and
hitting up Spark Notes has basically become a survival strategy.
Shouldn’t there be more graduating classes that aim to know more,
not just appearing as so?
One day, take a look at straightA students as a whole. Sure, many
are as bright as the newest light
bulb. Meanwhile, some have as
little wisdom as Robin Thicke
when he let Miley Cyrus twerk on
him in front of his wife.
This goes to show that the way
the school system is as of right
now leaves a large empty hole
for the kids who don’t do well on
standardized tests, or kids who
have more to deal with at home

than paper after paper.
Some of the most well rounded
and intelligent people around are
the same ones barely passing their
classes. The stress of harsh testing
and homework amounts in this
generation has truly screwed up
the desire for people to want their
minds to expand and grow.
If teens had less stress put on
them about a million things they
have to do at home or a new way
to show what they know, it would
be more likely that they absorb
the information, rather than just
turning everything in and forgetting it all. Try to remember the
last time you saw a person passionate about what they’re doing
in school. Now, consider the last
time there was a student in class
ignoring their teacher, last minute
cramming for a test next period.
The latter will come much easier
to the memory.

ART BY CHLOE ROWLAND

Grades over brains: This drawing shows a student getting an “A”
on a test. However, when the teacher asks for the answer later on,
the student’s mind is blank. Cramming can cause information to
go in one ear and out the other.

The Cove: catching the eye of the Vikings
Students wonder about changed prices at popular lunch hangout
by Britty Lamberty
Features Editor

There’s no surprise that the
buzz going on around school lately has to do with The Cove opening back up. Every year in late
September The Cove opens up again for the students and
staff at Lake Stevens High School to get their daily fix of
Italian Red Bull sodas, fresh chocolate chip cookies and
the many other foods and drinks that The Cove supplies.
It’s seen from many students first hand that when The
Cove reopens, a handful of students merge from the cafeteria to The Cove for lunch. The Cove not only is a great
spot to pick up lunch, it’s also known as a common hang
out place for students. Music playing, unlimited food and
drinks and a room buzzing with teenagers can be magnetic for the students at Lake Stevens to hang out at during lunch.
“It’s different and unique to the school, you can get
coffee, and it’s made by the school, so you know it’s
good,” sophomore Ryann Funk said.
Although it can be easily said that the juniors and
seniors are more than happy that The Cove has opened
yet again, and the sophomores are thrilled with a change

RAVE

RANT

“I like pants
because they
cover my
nudity.”

“Juicy
Fruit gum
isn’t juicy
enough.”

– Nathan MooreBrahm
(senior)

– Isaac Munn
(senior)
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Business still booming:This year students’ excitement grew while they
waited for The Cove to open with their favorite treats. Price changes
show no sign of lowered popularity.

from the cafeteria; there has been talk that prices at the
Cove have been raised. For example, a water cup used

to be 25 cents, and is now 50 cents. Prices for food and
drink items like this have been slightly raised, but why?
“The product demand was too high, and we kept selling out of items too quickly,” Cove staff member junior
Camryn Dietrich said.
Raising the prices would lower the amount of food
being sold because less people would want to spend as
much money. Meaning, the need to reorder food would
be less. This makes it much easier to for the Coves staff
to order food.
The price increases at the Cove certainly haven’t affected their popularity. The Cove lines are just as long
and no one seems to have a complaint with the higher
prices.
“I think if it’s the same quality as it was when the prices were a little bit lower, and they just raised the prices a
little bit, then I don’t think people will stop buying them
because the quality is still the same,” sophomore Ryann
Funk said.
It may be a bummer that certain Cove prices have
increased; however, it’s only necessary for the Cove to
function successfully and run smoothly for the Vikings.

Rants and Raves
RANT

RAVE
“Girls swim is
undefeated.”

Choir is for singing,
not talking!

–Zoë Nida
(senior)

– Adalyn Tibbits
(sophomore)

RAVE

I love yoga
because it is so
relaxing.
-Kayleen Fredrickson
(sophomore)

If you’d like a rant or rave
featured in the Valhalla,
hashtag your tweet for
us! Tweet your thought
out, and make sure to add
#valhallarantsandraves
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Technology takes social interaction a step back
This generation grasps social media, but lacks communication

Our
g e n eration
h a s
been nicknamed the “Millennial Generation”. This is by people who
were in school at the turn of
the century. Many have said
that our generation is “stuck
up” with a sense of entitlement, mainly because of the
level of technology our society has at this point in time.
Cell phones, iPods, Internet, and innumerable gadgets
have given us not only entertainment, but also a largly false sense
of entitlement. These items that are
obsessed over are also readily available and inexpensive which makes it
easier for this generation to “need.”
As our technology increases it seems
that our heads get bigger as well.
The Millennial Generation’s “needs”
have become
greater than ever.
Ironically, the technology that is
supposed to make it easier to communicate is impacting our one-on-one

communication. It seems as though
people in our generation are stuck up,
but they are just following the norm
set by society. Part of gaining acceptance is having “the right technological

“

lived in an extremely low-income area.
The schools did not have the additional
funds to buy the advanced electronics
that were needed. Students and their
families were even less fortunate when
it came to owning these luxuries that most of this generation takes for granted.
Living here, in Lake Stevens, people will find student
cars that are mostly new and
high end in the school parking lot. Societies worldwide
are becoming more and more
this way and it’s destroying our
people.
If we are not able to supply a solution by the next generation, it may be
too late to stop this selfish behavior.
Everyone needs to be more open and
accepting to the differences in people.
It’s these differences that make our
world beautiful.

“

by Anastasia Smith-Bustil o
Staff Reporter

The technology that
makes it easier
to communicate is impacting our one-onone communication.
gadgets.” It seems as though devices
can sometimes determine social status
rather than personalities.
Ironically, the devices seem to hinder genuine social interactions between
friends. People await a text that may or
may not be a complete response. If the
conversation had been conducted faceto-face, it was have A. taken less time,
and B. been more thorough and complete.
At one point in my life my family

Getting caught: Mr. Ryan Ingram watches dissapointedly as Madelyn Church chooses to look at
her phone over paying attention. Acting too good
for teachers give teens a bad reputation.
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Every day has the chance to be a good day
Keep all the negative away with a new and positive look at life
by Mackenzie McLeod
A&E Editor

These days it seems that
negativity surrounds individuals on all sides. Too
many times I have come to
school and been met with negativity. Pessimism is a
huge inconvenience, as a frown is more contagious
than a smile. It is inevitable that bad days will happen,
but always try to view every day in the bright light of
optimism. Life is too short to be living in the dark.
“[A friend] tried getting in a fight with me because
I called him out during lunch, and I was just annoyed
all day and didn’t care about what was happening in
class whatsoever,” senior Devin Whalen said. “[It] depends on how well you ignore people, and who you
choose to surround yourself with, but it can definitely
take a toll on your attention span and ability to gain a
good grade.”
Although a lot of the negativity comes from others,
personal attitudes and outlooks on situations create a
large impact on one’s self. The solution to the problem
is control; one is the master of one’s mind.
“The attitudes of others only affect me if I am in a
different mood than they are. For example, when the
people at my lunch table are quiet and lethargic, I will
usually join them or challenge them to be more energetic,” junior Josh Diaz said.
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Out of the bag: Senior Katie Nolen transforms from having a paper bag over her head to looking uplifted. Lifting up the bag, she represents the act
of lifting burdens and negativity off of her. Negative attitutude and outlook can affect the outcome of your day, week or even year.

Diversions from peers are not even the worst part.
Negative attitudes are contagious, as soon as one student is infected, another follows. Perception is the
cure to altering a cycle of pessimism. People should
appreciate having the privilege of being a human on
this earth, alive and healthy.
Lithographer Herm Albright once said, “A positive

attitude may not solve all your problems, but it will
annoy enough people to be worth the effort.”
I would like to challenge every student to say or
think at least seven positive thoughts a day, one in the
morning when school begins and one for each class,
so that each may better his/her performance in school
and in life.

Words from Brown, our Editor-in-Chief

by Meredith Brown Sometimes it seems like evEditor-in-Chief eryone is living to please others,

to live up to other people’s expectations. Coming into senior year, a lot of people
are getting the reality check that this is their life and it

is their time to do what makes them happy. Seniors
are deciding on where they are going to college,
what they want to make of themselves. Parents are
going to try to influence what they want them to do,
but in the big picture, they aren’t the ones waking

up and living for their kids. With all of this college
talk, seniors need to make sure not to lose sight of
the light at the end of the tunnel. Senioritis has already kicked in for a lot of seniors, which is dangerous. Graduation will be here soon.
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The
Little
Mermaid.

Some dumb ocean jokes.

If corals get stressed out, they
What is the best way to communidie. What do corals get stressed out cate with a ﬁsh? Drop it a line!
about? Current Events.
What ﬁsh is asked to sign autoAre you doing this on porpoise? graphs? A starﬁsh.
Dolphinately.
Why did the shellﬁsh go to the
Which is the funniest ﬁsh in the gym? To get stronger mussels.
ocean? Clownﬁsh.
Why is it so easy to weigh ﬁsh?
What did one tidepool say to the Because they come with their
other tidepool? Show me your own scales.
mussels.

Stop doing ocean jokes.
Shore thing.

Why don’t oysters give to charity?
Because they’re shellﬁsh.

Under the sea there once lived a
__________ mermaid princess. Every
(adjective)

day the princess would __________
(verb)

and ______________. She longed to
(verb)

live on __________ with ___________.
(noun)

(noun)

Though her father, the ___________
(adjective)

king, wouldn’t allow it, she defied
him and ___________ to __________.
(verb)
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Word
Search
Under the
Sea.
ANEMONE
PEARL
BEACH PUFFERFISH
CORAL
SAILOR
DOLPHIN SEAHORSE
FISHING SHIPWRECK
ICEBERG
STARFISH
JELLYFISH STINGRAY
LOBSTER
SURFING
MERMAID TREASURE
OCTOPUS
WAVES

(noun)

After her __________ adventure,
(adjective)

she met a ___________ prince who
(adjective)

__________ her off her __________.
(verb)

(noun)

When she ___________ to the
(verb)

__________, her father was very
(noun)

__________ until she ___________
(adjective)

her __________.
(noun)

(verb)

The next day,

the __________ king honored the
(adjective)

__________ prince and his daughter

(adjective)

with

a

__________

(adjective)

wedding

ceremony. They all ___________
(verb)

happily ever after.

