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This photo shows the destructive nature of an avalanche. Sunday’s avalanche at Stevens
Pass carved a path down to US Highway 2.

hearing sirens and that her
skiing partner’s sister called
to check on them before the
sirens even sounded because
she had heard about it on the
news.
For those who travel up to
Stevens, the weather conditions were probably fairly fa-

miliar. Large amounts of new
snow had just fallen, and then
it had rained. The combination
of new snow and rain can be
dangerous.
“Stay in bounds, and if you
go out of bounds, just be cautious of the previous weather
conditions,” said Martinis.
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Avalanche reminds winter adventurists
to pay attention to weather patterns
vens
Pass
on February 19, 2012. The
avalanche swept through the
out-of-bounds Sunrise Bowl,
pulling skiers down into the
snow. Avalanche threats are
very real, even at Stevens Pass.
At press date, three skiers had
died. Students at Lake Stevens High School were present at Stevens the day of the
avalanche, which occurred
President’s Day weekend, and
remember the fear that swept
through them.
“I was with [my friends],
and I wasn’t with my mom,
[but she] was up there. I called
her like eight times because
I didn’t know where she was
skiing on the mountain. She
has been skiing her whole life,
so she skis places where no
one goes, so I was just making
sure she was okay,” said sophomore Lauren Martinis.
Although Martinis was skiing on Big Chief when the avalanche occurred, she recalls
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On February 22, a commuter train in Argentina
slammed into the buffers at the train station, creating
one of the worst rail accidents in the past three
decades. At press time, 50 people have been killed,
including one child, and another 600 were injured
(“Argentine commuter train crashes, killing 49 people”).

On Febraury 14, a ﬁre broke out in a Honduras
prison and killed neary 360 people and left 105
others missing. The cause of the ﬁre was ruled as an
accident, but is considered one of the worst prison
ﬁres in history. (“Honduras prison ﬁre was started by

accident, report ﬁnds” and “Nearly 300 killed in Honduras
prison ﬁre”).

Eight more bodies were recovered at the site of the
Costa Concordia disaster, the cruise ship that crashed
off the coast of the Italian island, Giglio, in January.
The bodies were found in an underwater part of the
ship called bridge four. This brings the total number
of people conﬁrmed dead to 25 (“8 bodies found on
doomed Italian ship; 7 employees investigated”).

Same-sex marriage signed into law
Towards the end of her term, Governor Gregoire advocates same-sex marriage
Recently in Washington, Governor
by Avery Cavazos
Christine Gregoire announced that she
Design Editor would fight for same-sex marriage (SSM)

in the state.
On February 8, the State House voted 55-43 and approved
the bill. Gregoire affirmed that she would sign the bill and followed through on February 13.
At the state capitol, with an overflow of people looking on,
Gregoire signed the bill saying, “This is a very proud moment
for the state of Washington,” according to the Seattle Times.
“It’s a day that historians will mark as a milestone for equal
rights — when we did what was right, just and fair and did it
together, Republicans and Democrats, gay and straight, young
and old.”
The bill was modeled after New York’s bill for SSM, which

allows churches and religious groups to determine whether or
not to perform SSM and to deny the couples access to their establishments for marriage services.
Not too long after the bill was signed, opponents of SSM filed
Referendum 73, which is aimed to repeal the legislation. If the
necessary 120,577 signatures needed by June 6 are collected,
the law will be put on hold and the referendum will show up on
the November ballot as a yes or no question.
Prop 8 in Califronia, which banned SSM, was found unconstitutional on February 7. Due to that fact, many believe that
if the Washington bill is opposed, it will be found unconstitutional as well.
Snohomish County representatives were split on the issue;
Hans Dunshee (D) voted in favor of the bill and Mike Hope
(GOP) voted against the bill.
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This photo shows a supporter of same sex
marriage. Washington is the seventh state to
legalize SSM.

The US President visits Snohomish County for the ﬁrst time since 1993
by Samantha Wade On February met the president and shook his hand.
The event held at Boeing was invitaStaff Reporter 17, 2012, Ever-
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The Secret Service keeps a lookout, ensuring
President Obama is safe during his speech at
the Boeing plant in Snohomish County.

ett, Washington
opened its arms to America’s president,
Barrack Obama. Obama stopped by the
Everett Boeing to tour the 787 Dreamliner plant and to recognize all the work
the Boeing Company has done to keep
Americans employed and the economy
improving.
Many would have loved to get the
chance to be in the Boeing building when
Obama gave his speech, but to actually
meet the president of the United States
seems to be out of the question, but not
for senior Sophia Nelson. Nelson actually
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tion only, but Nelson used inside connections.
“My cousin works for him as a National
Advancement Team coordinator, so she
was able to get us White House guest tickets in the front row,” commented Nelson.
Not only was she able to watch the
president, but she personally met him.
“I shook his hand, and he said, ‘Thank
you for being here’,” said Nelson.
Not many people get the chance to
meet the president. However, senior Lucas Cohen believes if he had the chance
to, he would ask, “Why did you shut down
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the space program?”
The president’s security entourage
was noticeable and on high alert.
“Security was just like airport security,
so I had to go through a metal detector
and get pat[ted] down. There was Secret
Service everywhere. I went to the bathroom, but you had to be escorted, and I
didn’t know that, so I got yelled at,” said
Nelson.
Obama is known for his speaking skills.
“[His speech] was good, he is a very
good public speaker and a very smart, intelligent guy,” said Nelson.
Needless to say, Nelson will remember
the day she met the president.
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Sophomore
Connor
Hannon thinks
Lake students
should rock
rugby style

February 29, 2012

Since the first day new Lake Stevens
by Meagan Baron
High
School student, sophomore ConStaff reporter nor Hannon,
walked through the doors,

he has been determined to start a rugby club. Hannon moved
to Lake Stevens right before Christmas break from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Hannon played rugby for two years at his
previous school and is excited for the day that he can play
again with his new fellow classmates.
“Rugby is awesome. It’s a pretty big part of my life. I really enjoy rugby, and I think other people will too. I like the
amount of physical contact that you get with the roughness
of the sport. It is very fun to play. It is kind of a challenge. I
want people to come out and play,” said Hannon.
Despite Hannon’s yearning, he has yet to find other students who want to participate in a rugby club, because most
students are interested in football.
“Not everybody can make the football team, and anybody
who wants to better themselves in football should play rugby,” said Hannon.
Rugby is a winter to spring sport that also practices in the
summer, giving plenty of time for all athletic students to stay
in shape.
“[Football players] are already in shape and everything, so
it would be a good thing to do after the football season. I’d try
out and see how it goes. I’ve never played it, so I just feel like
it would be a new experience. Learning a new sport would be
pretty cool, and it’s close to football,” said senior Devin Guy,
tackle defender.
In order for a club to be started at Lake Stevens High
School, a student must find an advisor and fill out a packet of information for ASB that includes the signatures of at
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Sophomore Conor Hannon is working to start up a rugby club at the school. He has been looing for interested students to join the new club.

least fifty students, ten of them being people who are potential club members. After the packet is filed, it is reviewed by
the ASB senate. The senate reviews the request for any discrimination or anything that could offend students or cause
problems and votes to either approve or reject the club. After
approval, the main goal for a student who is looking to start
a club, is advertisement.
“I personally think that any club can be active here. You
just have to advertise it. Present at assemblies, hang up posters around school, make announcements on VTV; there are
a lot of ways to get it out there,” said senior ASB President
Lorin Vandergrift.

Practice makes perfect

Nothin’ but net

Baseball team dedicates their own time to practice

Girls basketball makes it to State

E v e n
by Meagan Baron
though tryStaff reporter outs don’t

start until February 27th, players who are planning to tryout
for this year’s team have already
started preparing for this season
individually. These students have
been practicing since the second week of school, without any
guidance from the school.
The future team members are
excited for baseball season and
are dedicated to make every drop
of sweat count as they prepare to
bring the Vikings to victory.
“[Baseball] is a long season,
and you really have to get your

body into shape for that long
season and make sure you have
the mind set, and that’s a grind.
I never stop; I practice all year
long. I lift four days a week. I do
agility three days a week. I do
hitting a few days a week with
my summer team,” said senior
Dylan Lavelle.
Hard work and diligence helps
the players become close, which
improves their playing ability.
Most of the players have been
playing baseball since they were
young, and much of the group
has been playing together since
they were about fourteen years
old.
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Senior Christian Shouman devotes time out of his day to perfect his baseball skills. Shouman has
played for the Vikings in the past, and plans to again this year.

“We are not a bunch of individual players [who] are playing
for ourselves. Everybody plays
for the team. We are hard working. We work hard so we are better. I think we are really relaxed,
which is really needed for baseball. Like they always say, ‘a good
hitter fails seven out of ten times’,
so you have to be relaxed and be
able to fail to be able to succeed,”
said senior Tyler Partington.
This year’s future team is said
to be the best team in the last
thirty years according to senior
Anthony Blackie. What exactly is
the word to describe the future
team of 2012?
“One word…confident. I feel
like everybody is confident that
it is going to be a better year than
we had in the past. This year
could be the first time we have a
legit shot at the State titles [for]
baseball in Lake Stevens history.
We have a really steep pitching
staff which a lot of teams don’t
have. We have up to four or five
guys who can get drafted out
of this class and into pro’s next
year. We want the State title. We
are hungry,” said Blackie.
Baseball Coach Roger Anderson gives all the credit to the
baseball players for organizing
extra practice time. Hopefully
this baseball season will prove
successful for the boys who, together, have made their idea of
practicing early successful. This
year, all the future members of
the team just ask those who attend Lake Stevens High School
to come and support the team at
future baseball games.

Lake Stevens
by Khurram Chaudhary
High School’s girls
Staff Reporter basketball is on

their way to the State Tournament following a
successful season. Their record at press time
was 16-1. The team joined other top teams at
the Tacoma Dome on February 24 to kick off the
tournament.
“I really look forward to it. It’s really exciting
because it’s soon,” said sophomore Ivy Blackmon.
The Lady Vikings have worked hard to make
it this far, and Blackmon, along with her teammates, is having different emotions about the
State Tournament. But getting this far isn’t as
easy as it looks. The team has worked hard, not
only individually, but as a team as well. Each has
her own strengths and weaknesses that help
them come together to get the job done.
“Everybody does different jobs on the team.
Some people are rebounding, shooting, whatever, but we all like complement each other out on
the court,” said sophomore Kali Long.
The team is excited and have confidence that
they can do well this year, because they have
been to the Tacoma Dome before.
“I hope I’ve helped everyone come together
and work as a team and be the person that they
can come talk to no matter what the problem
might be; I just wanna be available to everyone,”
said senior captain Abigail Molstre.
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The girls basketball team celebrates a successful season.
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Boys Swim and Dive puts
the “speed” in Speedo

Clean Finish!
The wrestling team locks in another season

Photo courtesy of Eric Soler
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Boys Swimming and Dive Team ﬁnishes 2nd in Districts. Lake Stevens
has more accomplished athletes to celebrate. After a successful season, the team took on Districts and finished 2nd. Along with this feat,
freshman swimmer Chase Reid qualified for State in diving. Joining
him at the State meet was junior Grant Reimers (above), who qualified
for State in the 200m IM and the 100m breaststroke.

Moving beyond the school court
Students volunteer to ref and coach youth
Sports are
by Vincent Bruscas
an
Staff Reporter part ofintegral
mod-

ern American culture. Usually, when
one hears of the stunning defeat of
Jackson by the Lake Steven’s girl’s
basketball team, one hears about the
stunning victory, not the people behind it. That game wouldn’t happen
if coaches and referees hadn’t been
around to make it happen, and some
of the students at LSHS have taken it
upon themselves to hold up the long
tradition of refereeing and coaching.
These few know the true values
of the other side of the playing line,
the realms of play-making and foulcalling. Two such people are seniors
Tyler Storz and Aston Palacios.
“Reffing is kind of like being the
judge of the court. And I get a lot of
‘Hey ref, you suck!’ and one time this
mad parent came and cussed me out.
It’s up to [refs] to make the best attempt and doing a good job. You have
to know your sport well and have
confidence to call what you see. Don’t
be persuaded by coaches because
they are biased towards their teams,”
said Storz who refs baskeball.
Referees, and especially, coaches
are dedicated and take pride in their
work to make the right calls. These
people take time out of their weekends and weekdays to watch over
those they’ve been assigned.
“I have to be committed, show up
to practice everyday, while balancing school work. Luckily, I don’t have
much of the latter, so it’s not too difficult. Sometimes my friends give me
crap because I have to go coach. [On
the other hand] the parents are all
supportive, and so are the kids. Fortunately, I have a decent enough background to coach them,” said Palacios,
who coaches a team of second grade

basketbal players.
Reffing and coaching takes up time
on the weekends that would otherwise be used for free time. However,
the benefits for all the effort and hard
work are worth it to some. But not
everyone is able to coach or ref, and
there are more hardships than angry
parents.
“If you want to ref, start low. It
definitely gets harder to do the higher
grade level. You need to know what
you are doing,” said Storz.
Palacios also felt that there is more
to coaching than the basics of teaching kids how to shoot and what plays
to run.
“If you do coach, get an assistant. I
don’t have one. An assistant coach really does help when you are getting
into it,” said Palacios.

The wrestling team finished 5th overall at Mat Classic XXIV after finishing second at regionals. The team’s work and dedication
paid off.
“Many have really stepped up this year,” said long-time wrestling coach, Brent Barnes.
Of the seven boys who represented the Viking at State, junior
Eric Soler shined as he captured the title of State Champion in the
126 lb. weight class. Other top finishers include junior Brandon
Johnson who placed 2nd in the 285 lb. weight class, senior Kinsey
Johnson took 3rd in the 138 lb. division and senior Ryan Olliges
placed 3rd in the 182 lb. weight class.
“It’s been a really nice group of kids to work with,” said Barnes.

Get
Focused
on Student
Life

After hitting the books, unwind
by working out at the fitness
center or joining a rec sports
team. Dodgeball, anyone?

Join us for a campus tour!
Monday - Friday, 3 p.m.
www.uwb.edu/tours

425.352.5000 | www.uwb.edu
Get Focused
on Your Future
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Seniors Aston Palacios and Tyler Storz demonstrate
familiar poses seen at the games they coach and
referee.
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What’s
really
going on
with the
minimum
wage
increase?
by Caitlyn Chandler On January 1, 2012,
Staff Reporter minimum wage in-

creased from $8.67 to
$9.04 in Washington
state. This $0.37 increase has affected many
students here at Lake Stevens High School
both positively and negatively.
“Every hour seems to count more now that
I make more,” said junior Ross Barnett, who
works at Albertsons.
However, because of this raise in minimum
wage, some people lost hours.
“I got cut by 30 minutes, which surprisingly
makes a big difference. But others at my work
got cut up to three hours,” said senior Shakayla
Thibou, who works at Kids N’ Us.
On the other hand, some students don’t feel
any impact from the pay change.
“The increase doesn’t really affect me; there
are still taxes being taken out,” said junior Alexandra Hoyt.
Despite the differences, they all agreed that
the pay change hasn’t changed their feelings
about their jobs. They feel that their places of
employment did what they had to do to survive in this tough economy. Minimum wage
will probably continue to rise, and these same
issues are going to come up each time there is
a change.
“I hope that it continues to rise,” said Barnett.
Even though the increase of minimum wage
has affected people, it seems that the students
at LSHS have learned to accept it.
“[In the future] I hope that minimum wage
will help people, not hurt them,” said Thibou.
Most of the working students at Lake Stevens High School seem to be happy to have
a job and don’t let a change like this distract
them from their work.

February 29, 2012

Check out more photos on Facebook at “Lshs Valhalla”

Photo by Elaine Potter

Seniors
jobs and

by Chloe Rowland Im
Staff Reporter each

Senior Miranda Pilchard finds a balance between her three jobs and her
school work. She says that her jobs have helped her realize her priorities.
Photo by Marissa Fredrickson

by Aleesa Browning
M a n y
s
t
u
dents
Sports Editor

from Lake
Stevens
High school seek local employment
once they are of the legal age. As a
minor in Washington State, there are
rules and regulations that must be
followed while working. Many students have been applying and getting jobs at Seattle Premium Outlets
in Marysville.
“I think it would be good to enforce child labor laws because, in between working, I also have plenty of
school work to do,” said sophomore
Jessica Dzuranyi. “Like most teens, I
get stressed out easily, so, on top of
school and work, I need time to relax
and ‘have a life’.”
Teens in Washington who are under the age of 18 can work a maximum of 20 hours each week without breaking the child labor law. On
week days, the law states that those
under 18 years old cannot work
past ten p.m. and not past 12 a.m.
on weekends. It also states that they
can work no more than six days each
week. Workers’ opinions on the subject vary.
“Personally, I don’t mind working
more hours than the law states. I enjoy working there,” said senior Jasper
Johnson, who works Puma at the Quil
Ceda Village Outlet Mall.
Although some stores may over-

Photo Courtesy of Marley Turner

step the limits of the law, it is not the
case for all employers.
“I have never been forced to
work more than the law says,” said
Dzuranyi. “My boss is good at sticking with those laws.”
Aside from school and time to
oneself, teens also need a reasonable amount of sleep to function
well, and working late nights and
too many days can affect that.
“The goal is to have fun and not
be stressed out or over-worked,”
said Dzuranyi.
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“I believe students should
have jobs because we are
responsible to educate
ourselves in the work force.
Someday we will have to
have a job to survive and
in school they don’t teach
you how to behave and the
responsibilities that come
with a job.”

States with minimum wage rates lower than
the Federal

ativecommons.org
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Senior Jasper Johnson (bottom) works for Puma at the outlet mall. Lake Stevens High School stud
not only work at the malls but also at tanning salons like (above left) seniors Marley Turner and A
Mielke and fast food restraunts like senior Kate McClure (above right).
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dire
alone causes a head rus
age teenager. Being late to work, no sle
stressing over homework, exhaustion p
middle of a test, and to top it all off, no
troublesome thoughts that pass through
there are teenagers who are somehow
jobs, going to school and participating
Seniors Megan Pillsburry and Miranda
students who work three jobs, five days
“I like it. It keeps me busy, keeps me o
to be able to go out and do things, and
pay for things. I can pay for everything

Students take advantage of the many working
opportunities, but must be aware of labor laws

States with minimum wage rates higher than the Federal
States with minimum wage rates same as
Federal
American Samoa has special minimum
wage rates
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Senior Megan Pillsburry juggles cheerleading, jobs and honors classes. Despite all these responsibilities, she still manages to make time for friends.

—Hannah Lindquist

junior
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eryday they’re jugglin’

s Miranda Pilchard and Megan Pillsburry deal with multiple
d responsibilities during their busiest year of high school

magine waking up early
h morning, going to school
day and then having to go
ectly to work. That thought
sh of worries for the avereep, social status dropping,
poking at your eyelids in the
o time alone to relax are all
h the adolescent mind. Yet,
w capable of working three
g in after-school activities.
a Pilchard are two of these
s a week for up to ten hours.
out of trouble I guess. I like
d I don’t like my parents to
g. I make more than I like, I

don’t need a certain amount of money, and I just have it for extra or
save it for college. I get paid well for what I do,” said Pillsburry, who
works at Carters, as a nanny after school and creates her own ads.
Being able to work hard gives a teen a sense of grown up independence and a boost in confidence that will be needed to help
support themselves in reality. However, school work is just as important to these teens.
“Working a lot keeps you more focused on things, so you’re able
to focus more on school. Homework comes first; I do homework
before and after school. Sometimes work gets really stressful, and
you don’t know how to handle it all,” said Pilchard, who works at
Papas and Beer, Lucky Dragon and The BBQ Shack.
Stress from work and school are also factors that affect an overworked teen’s schedule. Lack of sleep or odd eating habits are usually a result of a full schedule.
“I’m usually tired when I’m at school. But my grades have still

kept up or gotten better, so it doesn’t affect it too much. Eating habits haven’t changed, I usually grab something when I’m out like I
use to. Sleeping has changed dramatically; I don’t sleep a lot,” said
Pillsburry.
But with so much on their plates there usually isn’t much time
after work for friends or activities.
“I get to meet more people at work, and they come in and you
gain different types of bonds with co-workers. I give my bosses my
tennis schedule, and I come in right after my game or right after
practice. Sometimes I’m a bit late, or I have to call in and say that I
can’t show up,” said Pilchard.
Teens like Megan Pillsburry and Miranda Pilchard are overworked and stressed with having multiple jobs all the while trying
to graduate on time. We can learn from both that being organized
and persevering even when overwhelmed can be beneficial to the
future that everyone faces.

To be a man, we must be swift as a coursing river

Three guys ﬁnd themselves doing things they love thanks to Sno-Isle
by Kaelyn King Sno-Isle has brought the students of Lake Stevens High School
Staff Reporter great opportunities for future success; especially for the all-Amer-

ter

dents
Anna

ican “manly man”. For those who would rather get
down and dirty than sit in a cubical all day, junior Matthew Browder, senior Austin Sands, and senior Thomas Toline can relate.
Browder attends Sno-Isle and plans to pursue a career in firefighting. “We do everything that a normal
fire department would do,” said Browder, “My counselor suggested that I sign up for Sno-Isle, and it’s probably one of the best decisions I’ve ever made. I want to
be a firefighter in the Air Force now.”
Sands plans on tackling a career in firefighting as
well.
“Firefighting is a career that I want to take upon, so I
can save people. I’ve grown up helping people because
I have quite a few siblings, and so I figured this is the
best way to help people.”
The firefighting program treats its students with a
great sense of community.
“My favorite part of the program is probably the

Junior Matthew Browder (above left) has learned many things in the firefighting progran at Sno-Isle. He has made many
friendships in his time there. Senior Thomas Toline (above right) likes the complexity of diesel mechanics.
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“Students should have
jobs because they
should have the option
to be emplyed and
make money. Working
at a young age helps
us become responsible,
realistic adults.”

“I think students should have jobs
because they learn responsibility
and they are also earning money
they can put towards things like
college.”

—Matthew Himple

—Michael Vasil
junior

sophomore
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friendships,” said Browder.
Sno-Isle treats it’s students with adult-like respect.
“I’ve made a lot of good friends at Sno-Isle, and at
the same time I kind of got my foot in the door for
my future career. It’s a big community when you go
there. It’s like a big family. I really enjoy that,” Sands
explained.
Injuries are also part of the package, but it’s a complete learning experience.
“I’ve gotten my share of injuries. I have quite a few
battle scars,” laughed Sands.
Toline is involved in quite a different manly job: diesel mechanics.
“I just like taking things apart and putting them back
together. I’ve fixed a lot of things such as a generator, a
car, and I’m working on a semi right now. It’s just a lot
of hands-on, real-world experience.”
Toline recently began pursuing Diesel Mechanics as
opposed to his old ambition, Auto Mechanics.
“Diesel runs everything, and auto doesn’t. Diesel
powers hospitals, semis, school buses. You couldn’t live
in a world without diesel,” said Toline.
Of course, the manly cuts and scars come into play
in this career path.
“I previously got a metal shard in my eye. We weren’t
wearing safety glasses. This guy smashed his hand and
broke it in three or four different places. Easy mistake.
Amateur mistake,” said Toline. “It’s totally worth it
though. It’s a rewarding profession.”
Sno-Isle is offered to juniors and seniors of any
background.
“Sno-Isle is a great program that teaches you realworld experiences even if you’re just starting out and
know nothing about it. The teachers are always there
to guide you,” said Toline.

Why do
you think
students
should have
jobs?

We asked. You answered.
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ATTENTION ALL
COLLEGE-BOUND
VIKINGS
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Seniors, you’ve been accepted. Now what? For the college-bound
student, being accepted into college is one of the most rewarding
moments in high school. But what happens after the envelope is
opened?
The next few months are going to be the last ones at home and
will play a major role in the overall college experience. In order to
be ready when school starts in the fall, there are certain steps to
take.
1) Organize. I suggest creating one notebook to keep track of
each step in the upcoming months. Devote time to checking websites, e-mails and letters and figuring out exactly what the college
requires. Write a checklist in the notebook. Keep notes of suggestions from family members and friends about the way they handled their college process.
2) Accept the admission. For those who applied to multiple
schools, or just recently received an acceptance letter, be sure to
actually accept the admission. Most colleges offer this feature online, but be sure to call the admissions office with any questions.
3) Pay up. Colleges often require a payment to be made following any acceptance. Fees are also often set up to reserve a space for
dorms as well. Make sure to get these costs paid and out of the way.
4) Compile a list. Surf the web to find ideas for dorm spaces. Create a list of things to bring from home and things that will have
to be purchased. Check the type of living accommodations in the
dorms, and consider what will be necessary to make up for anything lacking (i.e. no air conditioning, buy a fan). By making the list
early, there will be plenty of time to save money and purchase any
needed items.
5) Plan a course schedule. Look for interesting classes, and fit
them into a plan for the future. Make sure to follow the college’s
process when signing up for classes.
6) Create a budget. College is not cheap, and it is important to
figure out a plan to pay for it early.
-There are still scholarships that are open to students. Also look
into student loans and grants. For those who qualify, government
loans are available to low-income families.w If your family is lowincome, government loans are a great option (If you apply for free
lunch, you will likely qualify, but look into it). There are also work
study programs on most campuses that allow students to work for
a profit, but also earn money towards tuition.
-Be aggressive. The more money you apply for, the more money you will receive. Sketch out a financial plan and try to find discounts where available.
-Buy second-hand text books and look for dorm items on sale.
7) Get familiar with the area. Even those going to Everett Community College should take the time to get used to the area. Try and
visit the college to learn more about the town. Students going far
away, use Google maps and other online sites to find the best local
fast food joint and the closest coffee shops.
8) Enjoy home. Whether going to community college or a university in another state, college is a life-changing experience. Take the
time to enjoy life before college, and enjoy the love and care of family members while still at home. Carve out time to do those things
that won’t be possible after college starts and make the most out of
what time is left at home.

_

Check out more photos on Facebook at “Lshs Valhalla”

From one woman to another

Ladies discuss the truth behind girl crushes
“Girl-crush,” is a phrase not often heard by many people because
they are often overshadowed by
the very common bro-mance or
man-crush. As a result, people
don’t actually realize how common girl-crushes are.
“Girl-crushes are less talked
about, but that doesn’t mean they
don’t exist,” said junior Christina
Coria.
A common misconception about
girl-crushes is that if you have one
you are a lesbian. But that isn’t
necessarily true. Girl-crushes are
simply being fond of another girl
or admiring her for her appearance, personality or talent.
“It’s like having a role model. JWoww is confident and beautiful.
I want to be like her,” said senior
Michelle King.
So many girls are admired because the world is full of beautiful
people. Some girls fall for celebrities like Megan Fox, Rachel McAdams and Scarlett Johansen. It’s not
necessarily that girls want to date
them, but instead are fascinated
by their beauty and talent.
“Selena Gomez hands down,
she’s beautiful and an amazing
actress,” said junior Karamae Cannon.
Girl-crushes provide an opportunity for girls to express the way
people feel about themselves and
the way they view beauty. The object of a girl-crush says a lot about
one’s taste in general. The type of
girls a lady is enticed by links to
the type of guys she could be interested in.
“I like that Beyonce is a strong

person, which is a quality I also
admire in guys,” said Coria.
Surprisingly, boys are highly
aware of the girl-crush. Like a bromance, guys know the truth behind a girl-crush and understand
the kind of relationship. They
know that if their girlfriends have
a girl-crush, they’re not going to
get dumped, it’s nothing but admiration.
“Girl-crushes are cute; it would
be nice if girls focused a little more
on me though. I myself have been
in a bro-mance for almost a year
now,” said senior Daniel Aina.
So what is the point? The point
is, girl-crushes are completely
natural. People will appreciate
you sharing your crush with the
world. Don’t be afraid to open up
about your girl-crush; you won’t
get judged.
Rachael Belvin

Photo by Marissa Fredrickson

Sophomore Jessica Dzuranyi is one of the many girls
that have a girl-crush. Her girl crush is Emma Stone.

Top Ten

Worst things to say on a date
10. “What’s your sign?”
9. “Do you mind if my friend tags along?”
8. “Are you gonna eat all of that?”
7. “You look like my ex.”
6. “Does this smell like chloroform to you?”
5. “Your mom is hot.”
4. “I’m skipping my shower day for you.”
3. “You looked better online.”
2. “So... are you paying for this?”

1. “I’m an actor, they’re
all actors, this is a hidden
camera show and you’re on
MTV’s Disaster Date!”

Check out more photos on Facebook at “Lshs Valhalla”
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There is nothing wrong with boys in skirts

Guys wonder why girls can dress like boys, but boys can’t cross dress in the name of spirit
Many students have come up with a common
query the past few years, and it has reached
the Valhalla staff: why are guys prohibited from
cross-dressing during spirit-weeks? If girls are
allowed to dress as men everyday, wearing jeans,
T-shirts, tank-tops, etc. why are guys not allowed
to dress like females during spirit week? Why are
guys not allowed to wear skirts or dresses?
Senior John Petrelli has had a run-in with this
unwritten mandate before.
“Me and my friend, about two years ago on the
last day of school, thought it would be funny if
we dressed as women. We abided… followed the
dress-code, the one found in the planner. We read
it, and we didn’t break any of the rules, but when
we arrived at school, we were called down to the
office [and] told it was offensive to people who
actually choose that lifestyle and was disrupting
to the learning environment, but it was the last
day,” said Petrelli.
Petrelli’s compatriot in the afore-mentioned
escapade was junior Alexander Kesterson-Griffin, who also helped shed some light on the situation.
“We were made to change our clothes, or else
we would be suspended on the last day of school.
We looked at all the rules, and we took the necessary precautions. That the school is stopping
men from cross-dressing when girls do it every
day is wrong,” said Kesterson-Griffin.
It seems odd that people dressing as the other
gender are seen as disrespectful to that particular group.
“It would seem that, as long as it fits within the
regulations, people should be able to cross-dress
during spirit week. It is just an unknown area for
everyone else, and they don’t adapt to that,” said
senior T.C. Smith.
Past aside, why was it acceptable to have

“Man-leaders”? If we have these, why was LSHS
graduate Riley Fraser stopped from performing
as Lady Gaga in last year’s cross country sports
assembly skit?
“We can’t talk about past policy, but [currently
dressing up] is a regular part of the school day
operation. [However], the policy states that
when kids violate, or upset the regular operation
of school, is when they get in trouble. [During the
regular school day] I’ve seen real cross dressers, but they are very plain, very subtle about it.
When someone is in your face about it is when
it becomes a problem. Usually, if that happens,
then we take the student down to the office and

ask them to change,” said Principal Eric Cahan.
So, as long as people keep reasonable and
subtle, in other words appear as just another
student, people will be fine; but if people should
step out of those bounds then one can expect a
visit to the office. Also, as a friendly reminder
from the Valhalla staff to all readers: don’t discriminate, cross-dresser or not, people are still
people, and they have feelings.

Photo courtesy of Gabriella Caferro

Every year at the Student vs. Staff basketball game manleaders cheer, and it seems to be the only time when the school allows cross-dressing. Seniors
Korey Young, Austin Sigl, Tanner Sellers, Austin Hartlage, Joseph Dosen, Taylor Aitkan and Shae Giddens are able to pull it off, without being disrespectful.

Learning to love the man-crush
Stuart doesn’t want to be Clint Eastwood;
he just admires the things that he has done.
“He’s not just a great actor, he’s also motivating figure. His voice-over for the Chrysler
commercial during the Super Bowl was motivating and sent a good message out to the
American people,” said Hezlep.
Man-crushes can be influenced from miniscule things such as wanting another man’s
look, to admiring the way he carries himself
and motivates others. So don’t be afraid to
man up and admit your man-crush.

Rant

Male students should embrace those they admire

The story is the same everyday; I am walking
from my car to school in the morning. It’s dark,
cold and miserable, but I try to be optimistic and
gleeful as I make my way to the little crosswalk
at the entrance of the parking lot (since I park on
the street). My brisk morning walk is halted by
the revving of an engine, the same few engines
every morning. The drivers of these vehicles will
remain unnamed, but their actions will be shared.
Before I cross, these “hardcore” drivers decide
to turn up their music and speed their way into
the parking lot while I am trying to cross. I mean
wow, bro; I’m so distressed over how hardcore
you are. The fact that you acquired your licenses
baffles me and the others you harass with your
implausible driving skills. Keep pounding down
the Mountain Dews and blasting, Headstrong
bros. It’ll get you so far.
Jake Sheridan

Jake Sheridan

Rave

“Man-crush,” a phrase commonly judged
and over-exaggerated. Many students may
take the point of view of, “That’s weird” or
“That makes you sound like you want to kiss
him or something.” People’s misconception of
the subject may keep them from talking about
it, but there is really nothing wrong with it;
many guys at our school have man-crushes.
“Dudes need to chill out about it; it’s not
like you want to be with the guy. You just
wouldn’t mind being in his shoes for awhile.
Have his looks, stuff like that, and for me that
guy is definitely Gerard Butler. He’s cut, and
all the ladies love him. It’s not like the ladies
don’t love me though, it’s just a thing,” said senior Tyler Mandarino.
So as you can see, the man-crush doesn’t
mean that you want this person; it means that
you want to be like him.
“Sometime’s when I’m watching TV with
my bros or something and a dude comes on
the TV I’ll be like, ‘Hey that’s a good looking
dude’ and they agree, no harm done,” said
sophomore Joseph Fallstrom.
Even girls understand the man-crush.
“I think all guys have man-crushes; some
are man enough to fess up to it, and some
aren’t,” said senior Gabriel Crow.
Man-crushes know no age either; senior
Stuart Hezlep’s man-crush is western movie
star and all around connoisseur of being a
manly-man, Clint Eastwood.
“Clint’s just the man; he’s a stone cold
American man. He also has a smoking, hot
wife, so that helps his case as well,” said Hezlep.

Vincent Bruscas Jr.

I love Music! Music is just awesome. It can express feelings that I can’t express myself. Music can
always make me feel better when I’m sad and in my
opinion, Nirvana is the best band ever! Even though
they’re not making new music anymore, their music is still being played on the radio as often as
current artists. Even though their first album was
made over 20 years ago, it sounds like something
that that could come out today and still be great.
Now that’s how you make great, timeless music.
They also reignited the Seattle music scene that the
city is still known for around the world!

Photo by Sarah Ruiz

Junior Carlos Bermudez gazes at his man-crush Chris Brown. He is
only one student of many that look up to a male idol.

Caitlyn Chandler
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Best of TV: Face Off
by Samantha Wade
Face Off began its second season
and
airs Wednesday nights at nine
Staff Reporter

o’clock on the Syfy Channel. The series showcases special effect make
up artists trying to make it big.
“I love that show, I think it’s so
creative,” said senior Riley Mcmalton. Each week special effect
make up artists take on a challenge to create a new creature
or to demonstrate a different
technique.
The endless artistic talent
that flows from the contestants
week after week amazes and
keeps viewers tuning in.
“I love how everyone has
different artistic abilities, and
they use them to put together a costume. The costumes are my favorite part,” said senior Ramona Merz.
The contestants must continuously make new costumes
as well as transform a normal human model into a unique
new creature.
Episodes this season include “Return of Oz” in which the
contestants re-created the original characters from The Wizard of Oz, such as the Tin-Man, the Scare Crow, the Wicked
Witch of the West and the Cowardly Lion. This episode was
a favorite because it took a classic childhood tale that everyone knows and gave it a new twist.
At the end of each challenge, three judges critique the contestants. The first judge is Glenn Hetrick who works mostly
in the horror genre. He has worked with Buffy the Vampire
Slayer,
Slayer the X-files and Lady Gaga. The second judge is Ve Neil,
one of the most renowned make up artists in the motion picture industry. Neil’s work has appeared in Star Trek, Pirates
or the Caribbean, Beetlejuice and the Batman series. Thirdly,
is Patrick Tatopoullos, whose most famous work includes the
Underworld series, Alien vs. Predator
Predator, and Resident Evil.
Face Off showcases and focuses on the pure talent of the artists and is worth the one-hour commitment.
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Be a part of the “Artist Movement”
by Caitlyn Chandler A
Staff Reporter l o c a l

Facebook group inspires young
adults to be artistic.
The “Artist Movement”
group on Facebook was created by an LSHS student as a
safe haven for artists to share
their thoughts, ideas, and
sometimes their art. Members can post almost anything
they want, from videos of lo-

Seniors Lucas Aubrey and Dale James Pratt welcome new artists to join in the movement. Students can join the group on Facebook.

Photo of art D’Arte’s work by Sarah ruiz

yet to be recognized is junior artist Alice D’Arte.
Even though she didn’t discover her
talent until her freshman year, she
has continued taking art classes to
expand her artistic techniques.
“I started taking art classes [in] 9th
grade. I didn’t take any last year, but
this year I have been in Painting, and
I’m now in Sketching. Just Monday we
did half a portrait from the other half
[of] a picture, and that was honestly
something I hadn’t done before. It
kind of helped pay more attention to
detail,” said D’Arte.

cal artists to interesting photos and videos.
“I believe that all musicians, artists and creative
minds should join together
and create a beautiful world
that we can care about,” said
group creator, senior Dale
Pratt.
As of right now, there are
some important goals for the
“Artist Movement”. One of
them is to provide an art gal-

Photo by Marissa Fredrickson

An artist
among
us
by Jennifer Rojas One artist on
Staff Reporter campus who has

Check out more photos on Facebook at “Lshs Valhalla”

Even though D’ Arte is a talented
artist, she hasn’t participated in any
competitions. Art to her is just something to pass her time, yet she considers taking one step further.
“It’s definitely one of the things
that’s a great pastime for me, and I
can definitely see myself going into
art as a career,” said D’Arte. Her inspiration come out of the blue. Luckily,
she keeps her sketch book close to her
side, ready to express her feelings and
inspirations through her drawings.
“My sketch book is an extension
of my mind. It’s how I can show other people what is going through my
head,” said D’Arte.

lery for local artists to share
their artwork, music, photographs, paintings and drawings. The ultimate goal of this
group is to help create an artfilled world.
“[In the future] I would
like to see more open-minded
positive people,” said Pratt.
Another main part of this
group is supporting local
bands by promoting their
shows. Most recently, these
shows have been played at the
South Lake Stevens Grange.
These shows have been an
easily accessible (and free!)
way for local artists to show
off their talents.
“My favorite thing [about
these shows] is just being
able to have a good time, I
love playing live shows, and
now that I’ve built a trust with
most the bands there, it’s an
entertaining and safe environment to put on shows,”
said senior Lucas Aubrey, who
plays in the band The Project
with Pratt.
Over the past few months,
The Artist Movement has
worked very hard to promote artistic freedom. Also,
the Grange has actively promoted local bands in the Lake
Stevens area without a cost.
However, due to the popularity of the Grange shows, they
may not be free much longer,
so be sure to plug into The
Artist Movement for updates.
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Aaron Piega speaks about his art and photography
Junior Aaron
by Rachael Belvin
Staff Reporter Piega has been

Photos courtesy of Aaron Piega

Junior Aaron Piega poses for a self portrait. More photos by Piega can be seen on his Facebook photography
page or Flickr. Junior Brooke Pahukoa models for one of Piega’s photo shoots. Junior Khianna Calica has been
a prominent member in Piega’s photography career. She was one of Piega’s first models.

expressing himself creatively through art and photography for over three years. Innovative, creative and loyal are just a
few adjectives to describe Aaron.
Aaron’s journey started when he
received a camera for Christmas one
year. He was inspired by his model
cousin, who he started photographing. He continued to take pictures of
his friends, like juniors Khianna Calica and J’Niyah Williams, and over the
years has photographed between 20
to 30 people.
Some of his most recognizable
work on campus are the Battle of
the Sexes T-shirts, the Viking Strong
T-shirts and the backdrops for the
assemblies this year. Also he tries to
go above and beyond on school projects.
“I try to come up with different
ways to stand out,” said Aaron.
Over the years Aaron has never
failed to inspire people. His photography has taught many people about
creativity and the way Aaron views
the world.

“His photography has progressed
since day one, and I think it is because he found a confidence in himself. I have learned that the more you
put into something, the better the
product is,” said Calica.
Aaron enjoys getting constructive
criticism from his friends and likes to
hear their perspective on his work.
“He can always work on telling
people what to do, instead of just
saying, ‘go do something.’ It would
help if he was more direct,” said Williams.
Some upcoming work to look forward to from Aaron are more backdrops for the assemblies and the
graffiti for the VTV van. Aaron has a
wonderful future ahead of himself in
the art business; however, he does
not plan on making it his full time
career.
“I would rather keep photography
and art as a side business or hobby,
I want to do something beyond just
that,” said Aaron.
Aaron’s positive outlook on life
can inspire any student at Lake Stevens High School.

Price + Hip Hop = Natural Chemistry
Whether it be
by Iris Favoreal
Robotics
or the
Staff Reporter

Dougie,
every
form and style of hip-hop dancing
comes naturally to junior Horace
Price. Even at the very beginning
of what would turn out to be his
passion, Price and hip-hop dancing
seemed to just hit it off, like love at
first sight.
“Back in third grade, I remember
watching music videos and dance
performances. And I was actually
like, ‘You know what, why not give it
a shot?’ Right when that happened,
everyone said that I had natural
talent for it, and it’s my style, you
know, so I just kept it up,” said Price.
From then on, he had nothing
else to do, but to just get better.
“[Hip-hop dancing] was a selftaught thing so yeah, I taught myself. But I would also watch YouTube videos here and there. I would
take stuff from there and make it
my own thing,” said Price.

Although he dances Hip-hop
in general, Price is actually a very
diverse dancer. The list of all the
sorts of styles he does seems to go
on and on. To name a few, there’s
bone-breaking, isolations and jerking. There’s also pop-locking—a favorite of his—where one flexes his
muscles and grind his shoulders to
be further “locked,” a way of cutting
off the flow of movements.
Price’s dance style doesn’t end
there. He always sets goals to improve and further hone his natural
talent. Right now, he is working on
his break-dancing.
“I try to break-dance, and I’m almost there. I just practice every day.
Practice and practice is what makes
[my dancing get better],” said Price.
Thanks to America’s Best Dance
Crew, a competitive street-dance
reality television series, Price’s determination remains unwavering
and resolute.
“What inspires me to [keep im-

proving my dancing] is watching
my favorite crews from ABDC, you
know, like Jabbawockeez—they’re
really good, and I.aM.mE. I love
them,” said Price.
Hip-hop dancing has become
such a passion that it has influenced

his life significantly.
“I became well-known for my
dancing because everyone says I’m
really talented for it. And since I’ve
become so good at it, it’s something
I might consider in the future,” said
Price.

Photo by Sarah Ruiz

Junior Horace Price freestyles during a Hip Hop Club practice after school. Price enjoys dancing hip-hop but is
trying to improve his skills as a break dancer.
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Junior Sara Perry, junior Alicia Amundson, junior Kiana Colberg, senior Samantha Mardock, sophomore Ivy Blackmon, senior Colleen Plunkett, senior Rami Nasr, senior Kevin Greear, senior Matthew Miller and senior Jason Flick, junior
Briana March, junior Khianna Calica, sophomore Hailey Sylvester, senior Rachel Olsen, junior Lisa Hartwell, junior Jon Erickson, junior Neal Akins, senior Troy Mateo and junior Allias Nelson all celebrate spirit week by dressing up.

