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A club full of literature, arts, history and po-
etry has made its appearance on campus for the 
first time this year.  Dead Poets Society, which is 
a combination of Literary Club, Opera Club and 
Shakespeare Club, is the perfect environment for 

students to experience cultural activities and geek out about their favor-
ite book series.

 “We share our love of literature, reading, and life with one an-
other in a fun and supportive environment,” club supervisor Kati Tiley 
said.

This club is very involved culturally and appreciates the true meaning 
of literature and arts.

“I absolutely recommend for people to join, because something that 
our society is missing out on is the cultural aspect of our world as well 
as  literature, opera and music which is also important in our culture,” 
senior Delesha Vincent said.

Dead Poets Society recently attended the opera production Don 
Giovanni put on by the Seattle Opera.

“It was awesome,” senior Peyton Leduc said. “It was beautiful and re-
ally fun to go have that experience.”

The club intends to attend another operas in the next several months. 
They’ve also made future plans to attend Seattle McCaw Hall and are 
planning a field trip to the Seattle Art Museum where students will be 
able to view different collections and view artwork to inspire themselves.  

“Activities are student driven, so if there’s a play or museum or other 
site you’d like to travel to, join Dead Poets Society, and we will work to 
make it happen,” said Tilley.

Joining would mean doing activities that teach members wider arrays 
of literature from different types of cultures. Any students interested in 
joining Dead Poets Society club can find more information in room 427. 

New LSHS club
Dead Poets Society

F a m -
ily, Com-
m u n i t y 
and Ca-

reer Leaders of America (FC-
CLA) is a non-profit organi-
zation for young students of 
America; a nation-wide club 
that promotes personal life 
goals, as well as goals for the 
community. Junior Katie Ellis 
was interviewed about her ef-
forts and accomplishments in 
FCCLA.

Question: What are you 
going to do to prepare for this 
year’s competion? 

Answer: “We will set up 
days with Mrs. Hann to plan 
out what activities we want to 
do and how we want to affect 
the community in a positive 
way. From there we will act and 
go out to do these activities that 
we come up with. After that 
we will come back and type up 
exactly what happened, how it 
happened and how it affected 
the community.  With that 
we will go out and meet with 
Mrs. Hann again and type up 
a project, depending on what 
that person is doing for their 
STAR event and come up with 

a script.”
Question: What are the 

activities you are going to do to 
affect the community?

Answer: “One group is do-
ing ‘Big Viking, Little Viking’ 
again, so that will be com-
ing up. Also, there is going to 
be a big push about student 
body, which is eat right, be fit 
and make healthy choices so 
there will be different activi-
ties  about getting active and 
teaching kids about nutrition.”

Question: What did you do 
in last year’s competition that 
you think set you apart from all 
of the other competitors?

Answer: “What I did was 
something that I was 100% 
passionate about. I went and 
looked into the fashion indus-
try, and I was able to meet with 
a buyer for Blue Nile, which is 
a jewelry company. I was also 
able to go to the Zumiez Head-
quarters in Lynnwood and job-
shadow a technical designer 
there. It was a super cool ex-
perience to go out and do, so 
talking about it in my speech in 
front of all the judges I was able 
to shine out my passion and 
they were able to see it.”

FCCLA Q&A
Planning future events
by Rachael Hinker

Staff Reporter

PHOTO BY SARAH CAMPO

by Addy Tibbits             
Staff Reporter

Support  for  Marysville
School shooting affects LSHS

Hearts Out: Lake Stevens High School bands together to show support for Marysville-Pilchuck High School after hearing about 
the devestating violoence on Friday, October 24, 2014. Students and staff  gathered on the football field the following Monday 
wearing red, white, and black holding several banners (that students signed during lunch that day) or simply raising their arms 
into the shape of  a heart as a sign of  solidarity. 

F r i -
day, Oc-
tober 24, 
2014, the 
t r a g i c 

event of the Marysville-Pil-
chuck High School shooting 
shocked the nation.  Freshman 
homecoming prince Jaylen 
Fryberg fired six bullets in one 
of the cafeterias at Marysville 
Pilchuck High School, seriously 
wounding Shaylee Chuckul-
naskit, Nate Hatch, Andrew 
Fryberg, and Gia Soriano; Zoe 
Conenes-Galasso was killed at 
the scene before Fryberg took 
his own life.  Soriano died Oc-
tober 26. The other victims re-
main hospitalized. This violence 
took place at a neighboring high 
school, and many LSHS stu-
dents and staff have close ties to 
MPHS students and staff.

“My best friend swims for 
Marysville, and I was really 
worried about her.  A lot of my 
friends witnessed the shoot-

ing,” junior Autumn Spangler 
said.

“I want them to know that 
both the community and myself  
are sorry for this tragedy.  You 
are not alone,” Spangler said.

Many are having difficulty 
comprehending and recovering 
from the incident, whether they 
were witnesses or not. People 
long to know what truly caused 
Fryberg to resort to bringing a 
gun to school. 

“I know people who have 
family there and I know they 
were hit really hard and it was 
difficult to see them go through 
that,” said junior Briauna Baal-
man.

Events like these can be ex-
tremely difficult to pull through, 
especially for witnesses, im-
pacted families and friends of 
victims.  Realizing this, many 
people, schools, and groups 
including Lake Stevens High 
School are sending support to 
MPHS.

October 27, LSHS students 
wore MP colors and later as-
sembled for a picture on the 
field in the shape of a heart. 
Students also held banners 
signed by the student body and 
raised their hands in the shape 
of hearts to remind MPHS that 
LSHS supports them. 

“Our whole school cares, and 
we are here to support them 
through this hard time,” junior 
Emily Stockdale said. 

Sticking together as a school 
and as a community can help 
people heal.

“We can prevent things like 
this from happening at school 
by being open and loving to 
everyone, also just being there 
for each other and staying 
strong,” junior Amanda An-
derson said.

Fighting through the after-
math of a tragedy doesn’t hap-
pen overnight.  It will take time 
to heal whether directly impact-
ed or not.

by Addy Tibbits             
Staff Reporter
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Untangling the Homecoming Assembly
Pulling off this production takes more than meets the eye

Preparing 
for a LSHS 
assembly is 
just as big 

of a production as the actual 
assembly, and this year’s setup 
for the homecoming assembly 
was no exception. It takes time, 
effort, and a whole lot of pa-
per. However, the hard work is 
worth it, and this year’s home-
coming assembly received rave 
reviews from teachers, students 
and parents.

It wasn’t easy pulling off the 
assembly though. In previous 
setup nights, Leadership and 
ASB had been able to get into 
the gym right after school and 
set up the backdrop by at least 
8 p.m. However, a home vol-
leyball game prevented them 
from entering the gym until 9 
p.m., creating a mad rush to set 
up everything before midnight. 
Not only did the backdrop have 
be raised, but a tarp had to be 
rolled out for the floor, and a 
meticulous runway had to be 
created also. 

“The most difficult part was 
not being able to get into the 
gym until later than usual for 

this particular assembly, also 
making sure we had enough 
tape bubbles for the floor to 
make the runway,” junior Kylie 
Piper said. 

Many hard hours of work was 
put in before set up night. While 
some may think that everything 
is created a couple of weeks be-
fore the assembly, it is actually a 
much longer process, and takes 
about a month from start to fin-
ish. Many students who take 
care of the backdrop put in time 
after school and on the week-
ends, creating their “character” 
or their portion of the backdrop. 

“I put in around 20 hours, 
and I didn’t even have that 
much work this assembly. I had 
to take personal time to get this 
finished, and I stayed at school 
and did my character around 
my own time. But all that time 
doesn’t include working on just 
my character. It includes roll-
ing out the backdrop, working 
on the sketch, helping tape stuff 
down,” senior Morgan Patten 
said. 

While each member of Lead-
ership and ASB have their own 
role in putting together the as-

sembly, it is still a joint effort. 
Working together in an efficient 
manner guarantees that every-
one will be able to leave by mid-
night, so they can try to wake up 
on time to get to school the next 
morning at 6 a.m. for a final run 
through. 

 “You need to work with oth-
ers if you want things to get done 
faster and smoother. Without 
teamwork we wouldn’t get the 
backdrop done on time or the 
hallway, nor would the actors 
communicate well and work off 
of each other,” Patten said. 

Immediately after the assem-
bly is over and students are ush-
ered out, the take down process 
begins. For many students, this 
is even more difficult than the 
set up. 

“It does suck seeing some-
thing you worked hard on get 
ripped down, but you get used to 
it, just as long as it made people 
happy before it gets destroyed,” 
Piper said. 

While the assembly and clean 
up may be finished, the process 
never stops, and students im-
mediately turn their attention 
to planning the next LSHS as-

sembly.
“Take down is bittersweet, 

it’s nice because you get to give 
a sigh of relief because you can 
sleep in that next weekend after 
those long nights of staying up 

late the previous week finish-
ing things up for the assembly. 
You’re proud of the work you’ve 
done and you’re ready to rest 
for a bit, so you can prep for the 
next assembly,” Patten said. 

by Noel Gasca
Features Editor

Clubs offer something for everyone
Members share their favorite aspects of their clubs

Lake Stevens High School is 
home to many diverse and unique 
clubs.  Students have a wide variety 
of after school activities they can at-

tend.  Each club attracts different types of people, and 
each club represents different ideas.  However, students 
may recognize different groups as having a “type.”  Each 
club has a reputation to uphold, and this can determine 
how recognized they are within the school.

Students automatically attend a club where they feel 
comfortable and are around people who share similar 
interests.  Senior Josh Diaz feels that he can be himself 
most at the Gay Straight Alliance club.

“I joined GSA,” Diaz said.  “It’s fun, and you can hang 
out with your friends.  We just do fun things and we’re 
all cool people.”

Other clubs, like the Hip-Hop Club, attract a different 

crowd of students.  This fast-paced group of individuals 
come together to talk, dance and learn choreography for 
upcoming assemblies.  

“I like the people that are in it and that I can just 
dance,” junior Jenna Mendes said, who is a part Hip-
Hop Club.

Each club expresses 
themselves differently 
and creates a certain 
atmosphere.  Ping Pong 
Club is very laid back, 
and senior Collins Salifu 
who attends and enjoys 
the carefree vibe.  

“I like ping pong, I 
think it’s a good game, 
and it’s kinda fun.  Ping 

pong is life,” Salifu 
said.

Although clubs 
here at school have 
regular members, 
some students feel 
that the clubs they 
are in don’t get 
enough recognition.  For GSA, they want more stu-
dents to attend and support their meetings.

“Half the people I talk to don’t even know what 
it is,” said Diaz.  “There aren’t many straight people 
who show up and we would like more support from 
the actual straight community.”

There are many groups on campus to check out 

and they all welcome new members.
“People think that Hip Hop club is cool and that we 

can dance, but they might not really know what we are 
or what we can do,” said Mendes.  “We only dance in one 
assembly so nobody really knows that there is a group.”

Overall, students see clubs as a chance to spend 
time with friends, meet 
new people, relax after 
a long day of school and 
forget about stress.  “I 
recommend people to 
join Ping Pong Club be-
cause there’s free food 
and Ping Pong is fun,” 
said Salifu.  “We always 
got people coming and 
the pizza always brings 
people so it’s good.” 

Thursday, October 
30, ASB held its annual 
club fair to help promote 
all of the various clubs 
that students can partici-
pate in on campus. Dead 
Poets Society won first 

place for Best Booth Decorations and  French Club won 
first place for Student Involvement.  

For students who missed the club fair, check out the 
advertisements throughout the commons and find the 
right club.  Colleges look for student involvement, and 
joining a club is another great way to enhance an appli-
cation, so find one today.

by Addy Tibbits 
Staff Reporter

Assembly prep: While the assembly was pulled of  flawlessly, last minute issues put 
the Leadership class into a roadblock “We usually have a full paper runway for the 
homecoming assembly, but the volleyball game kept up from getting into the gym 
until nine, and the floor can take a few hours. We decided to use a tarp instead, which 
saved a lot of  time and gave script more practice time,” Patten said.
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Each  club  ex-
presses them-

selves differently 
and creates a cer-
tain atmosphere
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This year’s football season has been very 
exciting for LSHS. With a 6-1 record this 
year, the Viking football team is headed for 
playoffs. The team is very excited for the 
upcoming weeks ahead. 

“So at this point we are all taking it week 
by week, scouting the other team, watch-
ing film, lifting and getting ready to play on 
Fridays,” junior Jacob Eason said.

With playoffs right around the corner, 
practices have been changing as well. 

“We’ve been spending a lot of time at 
practice working on the little details more 
than usual,” junior Samuel Burke said.

With important games coming up each 

player needs to take responsibility for their 
job and make sure when it comes to game 
day they know what to do on the field.

“We are just starting to focus more dur-
ing film so that we know exactly what it is 
we need to get done,” junior Lars Eklund 
said. 

The excitement isn’t just within the 
whole school and football team; the excite-
ment is also rubbing off on the coaches as 
well. 

“The closer we get the more excited 
the coaches get. At practice Coach Whit-
man had a whole new level of excitement!” 
Burke said. 

The football team is also lucky enough 
to get a second straight WESCO title from 
their win over Kamiak.

With their many losses this year the 
girls volleyball team has become even 
closer; working on what needs to be fixed 
and jumping back up every time they get 

knocked down.
Most of the girls agree that it’s their communication skills 

that need to be improved on the court. For example, because 
no one calls for the ball, two players will go for it at the same 
time, or the ball will get split down the middle of two players, 
senior Sydney Toler explained. This would make for a very 
difficult situation and make it harder to win.             

“We talk a lot off the court,” senior Kahlia Kelliher said, 
“but somehow communication shuts down when we get on 
the court.”

Junior Megan Holman agreed, for some of the players it’s 
their first time on varsity. The team needs to get to know 
each other better so that they can start to build trust on 
court. However being too close can make a team work at a 
disadvantage sometimes.

“On the court we like each other too much and that’s not 
good. We need to step it up and get some anger into us,” 
sophomore Melissa Stevens said.

The girls went to Monroe to battle for a spot in districts. 
They lost to Monroe 3-0. Looking forward to next year, with 
a little bit more time on and off the court the girls volleyball 
team will be communicating more effectively. 

Viking football scores 2nd WESCO Title

Cross Country moves 
on to post season with 
goals of better times
by Halie Streidinger

Staff Reporter by Rose Blume
A&E Editor

by Hannah Mulvey & Geena Rojas
Sports Editor & Photographer
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 The cross country team 
has had a great season so far, 
placing in all six of their meets 
and plans to continue by run-

ning their way to the top and potentially making it to 
state to top off the season.

“Our district meet in Seattle was the best meet so 
far this season for times,” sophomore Noah Wallace 
said. 

But other runners, like senior Chase Reid, would 
say that River Meadows in Arlington has been the 
best course so far.

Setting future goals gives runners incentive to 
push themselves to new levels and beat past times. 

“I want to break 16 minutes in the 5,000 meter,” 
Wallace said.

 Working as a team is key to success in all sports.
“Over the past three years we’ve become great 

friends and we seem to like each other a lot more as 
the years continue on,” Wallace said.

The more someone practice something the better 
you get at it. 

 “My average 3 mile time ranges from 16-20 min-
utes and has improved since past seasons,” Wallace 
said.

Personal records are something that gets im-
proved over time and effort.

“My personal record for this current season is 17 
minutes and 52 seconds, “ Reid said.

Cross country coach Cliff Chaffee also plays a big 
part in helping the runners make progress by holding 
difficult but fun practices and encouraging the run-
ners to push themselves to do their best in running.

Boys and Girls Cross Country competed in the 
WESCO Championship and qualified a number of 
runners for districts at South Whidbey High School.

LSHS prepares for playoffs after beating Kamiak 37-34

Vol leybal l 
misses districts 

For the win: Football proved their position in WESCO. Their record is 6-1, and they beat Kamiak 37-34 
which saved them a spot in the playoffs starting soon. They continue to practice to make this year’s play-
offs better than the last year. “We are just taking it one week at a time,” junior Jacob Eason said. The 
team is ready for playoffs to start the first full week of  November.

Game talk suffered
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Making the cut: This 
year’s cross country 
team has great sea-
sons behind them. 
And this year is 
no different. The 
team placed in each 
of  the meets they 
competed in and 
are headed for dis-
tricts after placing a 
number of  students 
in the WESCO 4A 
division. The dis-
trict meet was held 
at South Whidbey 
High School on Sat-
urday, November 1. 



Overall, 
the girls 
had an ex-
cellent and 

currently are undefeated and 
have secured 1st place in WES-
CO.

The Lady Viking Swimmers 
took first place at the Mukilteo 
Invitational on October 4, 2014 
in the 200 freestyle relay with 
sophomores. In addition to all 
that success, freshman Gabby 
Marlatt met the state qualifying 
time in both the 50 and 100 free 
style (24.83 and 54.68).  

“My personal record has 
dropped about 10 to 20 seconds 
on the 500 since past seasons’ 

personal records, and the times 
are still continually dropping 
seconds all the time,” sopho-
more Julia Harnish said.

The girls of the swim team try 
very hard to do their best and al-
ways seem to be improving, but 
everyone has different ways on 
the path to success.

“My tactics to help improve 
my swim times would probably 
just be to always go to practice, 
and to always do my best when I 
swim and try my hardest all the 
time,” junior Parker Reid said.

The Lady Vikings are deter-
mined to win it all this year and 
maintain their undefeated re-
cord.

  “The best meet that my team 
has been to so far was when we 
swam against Mount Vernon, 
which is one of the higher teams 
in WESCO, so we beat them and 
we are also still undefeated too,” 
sophomore Natalie Prescott 
said.

The girls are striving to keep 
improving times and break-
ing their own personal records. 
The regular season is finished 
and they are WESCO North 
Dual Meet Champions beating 
Oak Harbor with a score of 115-
70. They remained undefeated 
throughout the whole season 
12-0. The girls have also nailed 
a second WESCO Title.

Girls swim tops WESCO for second year
Swimmers move on to state with an undefeated record

The Varsity Boy’s 
Tennis Team won eight 
matches during their 
season and are con-

tinuing to improve more after each match.
“I played with four partners the whole 

year, but I played with Jack Stevens for 
most of the year,” sophomore Jared Gibson 
said.

Gibson also added that being good 
friends with Stevens and being on the same 
team improved their play together and 
helped them win matches.

“We finished close to last, but I felt priv-
eledged to represent our school,” senior 
Nolan Hoglund said. 

The boys finished their regular season 
with a .500 record of 7 wins and 7 losses. 
Although the highlight of the tennis team’s 
appearance at districts wasn’t their record, 
they made the best of it.

“There was lots of waiting around and 
hanging out with the other tennis play-
ers,” Hoglund said. “You get to meet other 
schools and not just be rivals.” 

If anyone happens to see junior Troy 
Lian, senior Nick Contreras, senior Alex 
Arevalo, junior Stephen Ball, senior Nolan 
Hoglund or senior Braden Whitney in the 
hallways or in a class, be sure to congratu-
late them on their contributions through 
the season.

Boys tennis team battled through districts

The Varsity Girl’s Soccer 
team is full of competitive 
and talented players who 
work hard everyday to be-

come even better than they already are. 
The girls practice everyday after school and 

usually have games once a week. Before every 
game they gather for a team dinner at one of the 
players’ houses and they listen to the same song, 
“Hold Us Together” by Christian singer, Matt Ma-
her, before every game to get in the right mind set. 
They entered districts with a record of 6-9-1.

“We are working as a unit. Everyday we show 
up ready to train and to get better, and we play for 
each other,” sophomore Madison McDonald said .

The team has bonded inside and outside of 
practice, and plays with each other not for each 
other.

“There has been a huge difference from last 
year to this year, in a better way. We have come 

a long way. We complete every practice and play 
hard every game and never let down,” junior Fer-
nanda Pena said. 

The girls practice hard every day and are con-
tinuing to grow and improve their skills. 

Pena and McDonald both agree it’s hard to keep 
up with homework and their practices and games, 
but that’s part of the commitment and the need to 
find a healthy balance between the two.

“All of us try to get all of it done on the bus be-
fore games, but it isn’t enough time. Game days 
we don’t get home until about 10. I usually stay up 
until midnight finishing my AP homework,” Pena 
said.

The Varsity Soccer team is a fun and com-
petitive environment where players can dedictae 
themselves to grow and develop their skills on the 
field. The girls played Kamiak and lo++st 1-0 on 
Monday, October 27 and tied Wednesday, October 
29. The girls went to Districts on November 1. 

Girls  soccer  gains control for districts
Players rely on a good mindset for the post season
by Rachael Hinker

Staff Reporter

by Marisa Rinaldi
Staff Reporter

by Rachael Hinker
Staff Reporter
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Results came up short in the end

Scoring big: The girls lost the game on Monday, October 27 to Kamiak 1-0. They hung 
on, in a tied game (0-0) on Wednesday, October 29 against Monroe. The girls varsity soc-
cer headed to districts November 1. At press time, there were no results.

Winning splash: Viking swim competes against Monroe during the meet on October 23. 
They once again won the meet, them undefeated. This is their 13th win this season making 
the season 13-0 overall. The team is very excited about topping their WESCO division for 
the second year in a row.
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Game set match: LSHS Tennis team gathers  for a team meeting. The team didn’t quite make  their 
expectations but they made it to districts anyway. The team finished the season mid October and still 
talk about what  they could have done differently. But besides that, they had an overall great season.



Students , 
no matter 
what grade 
level, have the 

chance to take advantage of Col-
lege in the High School (CHS) op-
portunities. When they reach col-
lege, they can move up to the next 
class without having to take place-
ment tests.

After sophomore year many 
students look down the path of 
Running Start, but not all take 
the chance. Running Start is like 
jumping into college and some 
wish to have a high school experi-
ence before they take the plunge. 
If students had the chance to look 
at CHS more carefully they might 
understand, despite the name, 

that all the work is done from 
desks in a high school classroom 
environment. When students sign 
up through the program nothing 
changes and they have the same 
routine with the reward of earn-
ing college credit at the end of the 
year.

“It’s such a great opportunity 
to learn more, if you have a great 
foundation. Take a step up and re-
ally start the process into college,” 
French teacher Suzanne Bailey 
said.

Although the cost is a problem 
for some students; fi ve college 
credits is $198 and for ten credits 
it’s $396. It might look like a lot 
of money, but it is much cheaper 
than paying for the course in col-

lege. Another benefi t is that for 
most CHS classes, the books are 
free, which is not the case when at-
tending college.

Most students across campus 
who want an opportunity to earn 
college credit enroll in Advanced 
Placement courses and strive to 
pass the AP Exam.

Math teacher Janet McGuire 
said that students have the ability 
to take the AP Exam and get the 
College in the High School credits 
at the same time. McGuire calls 
this “Double Dipping,” a way to 
help students if their university or 
college of choice does not accept 
one or the other.

LSHS will be considering how 
to best serve its students.

Websites and resources   
help with college searchG r a d u a -

tion holds 
a dif-

ferent meaning to every 
person that gets the 
honor of walking on 
stage wearing a cap and 
gown to receive their 
high school diploma. 
Whether it is refl ected 
as an accomplished goal 
or the start of a new begin-
ning, this event is something 

that students will look back on 
in upcoming years and al-

ways remember. Out of 
the surveyed students 
at Lake Stevens High 
School, 48% of stu-
dents said they expect 
to look back on their 
high school graduation 

as a completed goal and 
52% said that graduation 

will be seen as the mark of 
a new beginning for them.

by Halie Streidinger
Staff Reporter

by Rose Blume
A&E Editor

College in high school

52%
New Beginning

48%
Accomplished 

Goal

Opportunity arises for college credit

Graduation: The start of a new be-
ginning or just a goal to achieve?

Above & Beyond

y Major.com: MyMajor.com is a website that helps stu-
dents fi gure out what major would fi t them best. Start 

out by making an account, then begin taking the quiz. The quiz 
will take about fi ve to ten minutes and at the end of the quiz 
gives them about four or fi ve majors are suggested. Once stu-
dents are given majors, click on each major listed for further 
information. Users will fi nd a list of schools that offer that ma-
jor, how many years of schooling it will take to complete that 
major, a list of careers that coordinate with that major and the 
average salary for each career.

M

ollege Board.com: College Board helps a student plan 
out month to month what they need to do their senior 

year, such as in October seniors should fi ll out college ap-
plications, take the SATs and tour colleges. College board.
com is a website that students use to sign up for the SAT. 
College Board has every college imaginable with all the im-
portant dates students will need for application deadlines, 
SAT deadlines and open house dates. 

C

etersons.com: “Petersons.com is your college guide to 
information.” Petersons is not only a website for colleges 

in the United States, but international colleges as well. Peter-
sons helps students fi gure out what college is best for them. 
Scholarship lists are also on Petersons both national and in-
ternational scholarships. After making an account students 
can start saving their favorite colleges. Once they do that they 
will be able to create their “Top 5” list.  Petersons has many 
different resources for a student to use too, including test-
prep and steps for how to apply for colleges and many more.

P

he Lake Stevens High School Career Center: Coffee Talks are held in the Career 
Center at Lake Stevens High School with Kim LaFortune. “Coffee Talks” pro-

vide students information on scholarships and help with the application process, 
while also answering general questions a student may have. If stu-
dents go into the Career Center, they can also get a list of national 
scholarships, and in the spring Kim LaFortune will have a list of 
local scholarships for seniors to apply for as well.

T
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mid-OctoberSign up for PSAT
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Senior photos due 
          early October

Graduation Review 
(meeting with your counselor to make 

sure you’re on track)
mid-October
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Websites and resources   
help with college search

by Sophie Swanson
Photographer

Stress is no foreign 
concept to any Lake Ste-
vens High School student.

“As I’ve gotten older it’s 
defi nitely gotten worse,” ju-
nior Tori Thorkildsen said.

As students take more ad-
vanced classes, the burden of 
expectation increases and more 
weight is added to their shoul-
ders. Colleges begin to look more 
closely at grades and contributions 
to school. As a student whose life 
is constantly changing, handling 
stress is something Thorkildsen is 
constantly working on, 

“What works best for me is exer-
cising, and listening to calming music,” 
Thorkildsen said.

In addition to her heavy work load, 
Thorkildsen participates in rowing Monday 
through Friday. By the time she gets home, she 
has limited time to complete her homework 
and get a good night’s sleep. Students who 
play sports or are involved in clubs for our 
school experience the intense demand 
of balancing school and extracurricular 
activities. With practice and games ev-
ery day after school there is little time 
to complete homework. 

“Most of the stress comes 
from not having enough time 
to balance volleyball and 
school work, while staying 
in contact with friends,” 
sophomore Elise Good-
ing said. 

She is a part of 
the high school’s 
volleyball team, 
which means prac-
tice for two hours 
Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday with 

games Tuesdays and Thursdays at fi ve 
o’clock. 

“Depending on the night, I 
usually have about an hour of 

homework, and an hour or 
two of studying and projects,” 
Gooding said. 

It’s not only juniors and se-
niors who have a heavy weight 

from school, sophomores can 
feel it all the same. Good-

ing uses sports, as a way to 
relieve her stress. Exercise 

is a great way to reduce 
stress because it releases 

endorphins, which are 
hormones that make 
people happy. 

Thorkildsen 
advises students 
who are feeling 
strained from 
school and work 
to just take a 
break. Take 

half an hour to 
go and do some-
thing non-school 
related, whether 

it’s a sport, pho-
tography or just 
scrolling through 
social media. In-

stead of trying to 
focus on homework for 

multiple hours on end, take 
a breather. Spending too 

much time on homework will 
only add more stress.

“It will clear your mind 
and put you in a better mood,” 

Thorkildsen said. 
Sometimes, everything comes 

to be too much to handle, just step 
back and let it settle for a moment. 
Focus on what’s important and ev-
erything else will fall into place.

Students share their tips 
to handling school stress

y Major.com: MyMajor.com is a website that helps stu-
dents fi gure out what major would fi t them best. Start 

out by making an account, then begin taking the quiz. The quiz 
will take about fi ve to ten minutes and at the end of the quiz 
gives them about four or fi ve majors are suggested. Once stu-
dents are given majors, click on each major listed for further 
information. Users will fi nd a list of schools that offer that ma-
jor, how many years of schooling it will take to complete that 
major, a list of careers that coordinate with that major and the 
average salary for each career.

ollege Board.com: College Board helps a student plan 
out month to month what they need to do their senior 

year, such as in October seniors should fi ll out college ap-
plications, take the SATs and tour colleges. College board.
com is a website that students use to sign up for the SAT. 
College Board has every college imaginable with all the im-
portant dates students will need for application deadlines, 
SAT deadlines and open house dates. 

etersons.com: “Petersons.com is your college guide to 
information.” Petersons is not only a website for colleges 

in the United States, but international colleges as well. Peter-
sons helps students fi gure out what college is best for them. 
Scholarship lists are also on Petersons both national and in-
ternational scholarships. After making an account students 
can start saving their favorite colleges. Once they do that they 
will be able to create their “Top 5” list.  Petersons has many 
different resources for a student to use too, including test-
prep and steps for how to apply for colleges and many more.

he Lake Stevens High School Career Center: Coffee Talks are held in the Career 
Center at Lake Stevens High School with Kim LaFortune. “Coffee Talks” pro-

vide students information on scholarships and help with the application process, 
while also answering general questions a student may have. If stu-
dents go into the Career Center, they can also get a list of national 
scholarships, and in the spring Kim LaFortune will have a list of 
local scholarships for seniors to apply for as well.

Graduation Review 
(meeting with your counselor to make 

sure you’re on track)
mid-October

Early CEs 
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SAT / ACT
December - May

SAT / ACTSAT / ACTSAT / ACTSAT / ACTSAT / ACTSAT / ACTSAT / ACT
Early College Apps due 

December

Financial aid due
January Most College 

Applications 
Due

January - March

CEs
Mid-March

Final Transcripts Sent Out
June
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Prom Class Registration

by Geena Rojas
Photographer
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Letter to 
Vikings

High school may seem like 
a lifetime for some of us, but in 
reality, it goes by in the blink 
of an eye. With homework, out 
of school activities and jobs, or 
just hanging out with friends, 
our time in high school flies by 
quicker than we can imagine. 
Most students wait until senior 
year to even think about pre-
paring for college. However, 
what they don’t realize is how 
much time it actually takes to 
get ready for college. 

As students, we have PSAT’s, 
SAT’s, college applications, fi-
nancial aid, and scholarships 
to apply for (that’s just naming 
a few), as this may seem over-
whelming, if you don’t wait un-
til the last minute, the rest of 
your high school career will go 
by a lot more smoothly. 

We decided to focus on the 
topic of college for the Novem-
ber issue of The Valhalla be-
cause right now, is the perfect 
time to get going on it. This is 
the time to take all the right 
tests on time and receive more 
information on college before 
it’s too late. The Valhalla staff 
has focused on what’s impor-
tant for students to know, and 
what further information we 
can give you so that your prepa-
ration for college, whether it be 
next year or in the next few to 
come, goes by with ease.  

by Britty Lamberty, 
Editor-in Chief 

Reoccurring lockdowns worry students
Officer Carter assures students LSHS is safe and secure

Over the years, Lake Stevens High School has grown 
in size along with the town. After the short lock-down a 
few weeks ago students wondered, is crime increasing 
around the school?

According to the School Resource Officer David Cart-
er, that lock-down occurred due to “an incident that oc-
curred at a residence just outside of the school campus” 
he said.

The campus was secured and the police department 
officers handled the issue quickly so students and staff 
were never in harm’s way.

Many also remember a lock-down that occurred in the 
spring of 2014. A suspicious individual was observed on 
the school’s surveillance cameras.

“The individual’s story for being here at the campus 
was, in my opinion, untruthful,” Officer Carter said.

When the person was confronted by Officer Carter, 
“he attempted to elude me by running away. He was lat-
er caught and arrested,” Officer Carter said.

If we consider that the Lake Stevens High School cam-
pus is as large as any high school from bigger cities across 

America, with about 1,800 students, teachers and staff, 
we expect there to be some level of criminal activity on 
and around campus. Logic would support that crime may 
be going on around us, but we are not necessarily aware 
of it unless an announcement is made or lock-down is is-
sued.

“Lake Stevens has some of the same crimes as any oth-
er city, just on a smaller scale,” Officer Carter said.

Lake Stevens High School is seen as a very positive 
and safe environment, but like any other school cam-
pus crime occurs and danger is present. Ultimately, 

awareness is the issue we need to target. Officer Carter 
suggested we can all take responsibility to create a safe 
and secure school campus by simply doing two things: 1) 
Being aware of our surroundings, situations and people, 
and 2) Immediately reporting all suspicious situations 
or individuals. Students are encouraged to call 425-397-
SAFE to anonymously report non-emergency concerns 
or give tips of criminal activity. Any security threat to 
a  student, faculty member, or the school, should always 
be provided to a school teacher or administrator as soon 
as possible, or call 9-1-1 in an imminent emergency.

A Freedom of Information Act request to the Lake 
Stevens Police Department for data on crime around the 
high school area showed that in 2012, 620 crime relat-
ed events were recorded, compared to 600 in 2013. As 
of October 20, 2014, just 349 events were logged. With 
just over two months remaining in the year, assuming 
the trend continues, it appears that reported incidents of 
crime will be down in the community. As students and 
citizens we have a responsibility to help keep our school 
campus a safe and secure place to learn and socialize.

by Mackenzie Mcleod

Make way for all new magic
J.K. Rowling screenwrites movie tril-
ogy about wizard, Newt Scamander 

When a spin-off movie pre-
mieres on the silver screen, it can 
be very risky business. Meeting 
the viewers’ expectations is cru-
cial if the previous movie was 
a blockbuster hit. The ultimate 
spin-off will be making its way 
to the silver screen very soon; 
“Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them” is set to be released 
in 2016 about the same wizarding 
World of Harry Potter. With this 
said, it’s time to dust off those 
brooms and wands, because the 
wizarding world is back again.

Some could say that the mov-
ies won’t be the same as Harry 
Potter or anything in compari-
son, but that’s why everyone 
should look forward to it. This 
new movie series will have no 
correlation to Harry Potter; it will 
be a completely different plot and 
provide entirely new characters 
to learn about. All that will be the 
same is the wizarding world that 
Harry Potter lived in.

“Fantastic Beasts and Where 
to Find Them” was first seen in 
“Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone,” when the guide about 
magical creatures was read by 
Harry Potter in Hogwarts; the 
author of the book was a wiz-
ard named Newt Scamander. In 
2001, J.K. Rowling actually decided to write the book separate 
from Harry Potter. “Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them” 

is going to be made into a movie, 
not about the book, but about 
Newt Scamander’s own life as a 
wizard living in New York in the 
early 1900’s.

J.K. Rowling and Warner 
Bros. made a very smart decision 
when deciding to make the new 
story line of Newt Scamander 
a three part trilogy, completely 
separate from the Harry Potter 
series. If J.K. Rowling has decid-
ed to step back into the wizarding 
world, then I think she should go 
all the way with it; making a three 
part trilogy will definitely benefit 
the audience because it will give 
them something to look forward 
to for the next several years.

Also, since J.K. Rowling has 
announced she will be screen-
writing for the three movies, the 
story will be written in her own 
words, so although there won’t be 
a three part book trilogy to read, 
the movies will still follow her 
own thinking on how she wants 
the new story to be portrayed.

All in all, this new movie tril-
ogy is bound to be a success. Even 
though it has been awhile since 
the last Harry Potter movie came 
out, there’s a lot of excitement for 
J.K. Rowling to take a step back 
into the 

wizarding world once again. by Britty Lamberty

Logic would support that 
crime may be going on 
around us, but we are 

not necessarily aware of it un-
less a lock-down is issued“ ”“ ”
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Senior Facebook page causes drama
Class of 2015 struggles to agree with senior events

This year’s seniors decided to dedicate our involvement with the school events by 
making a senior page on Facebook. It was good idea for a month or two, when we all 
pitched ideas, until the senior tradition of painting the Snohomish rock occurred.

Many, like they should, painted the rock and left. Nothing more than that. But some 

decided to amp it up a bit and graffiti the school and egg it as well. To add on to the 
childish antics, people transferred the drama from the rock onto the Facebook Page. 
Does calling someone a prostitute make you a grown up? No. It makes you degrade the 
meaning of senior year and cause the whole class to appear childish and careless.

Is this really what we want to remember from senior year? Calling each other silly 
names that have no connection to the topic, or the drama in general? Didn’t we leave 
the drama back in middle school?

Since these posts, the drama has died down a bit, but that doesn’t mean it’ll stop 
completely, unless we realize that we are or almost are adults and need to grow up. 
It’s high school. Is anyone going to remember you? And if they do, do you want to be 
remembered for causing a fight among all the seniors?

Grow up.
Senior year is for making amazing memories, not painting a rival school’s building 

egging it, painting their street, or calling someone a prostitute. Are those middle school 
actions? Yes, they are. We are not in middle school; we are seniors in high school, ex-
amples for the classes below us. This is not how most of us want to leave this school. We 
want to leave knowing we changed this school for the better.

Just think logically, does drama need to exist among adults? Maybe for the Kar-
dashians, but not a small unknown town in Washington. Get it together guys. Let’s 
make senior year drama free and just get ready to graduate. And 
if it’s absolutely necessary, delete the Facebook page if the drama 
continues. It’s just childish. by Hannah Mulvey

Senior pranks won’t affect underclassmen
Underclassmen say senior traditions won’t change

This year as a senior prank, 
some students decided to make 
the mistake of taking things too 
far.

The vandalism of the Sno-
homish rock and parking lot on 
September 25, 2014 led to more 
vandalism at Snohomish High 
School campus with spray-paint-
ed signs of profanity along with 
signs boasting “Lake to State” 
that was later found by Snohom-
ish faculty.

This senior prank took things 
too far.

“It disappoints me this would 
happen,” Dr. Beth Porter, Prin-
cipal of Snohomish High School 
said, “but I’m happy to resolve 
it.”

Dr. Porter was at campus early 
that next morning with staff to 
clean up before students arrived 
at school. 

Underclassmen at LSHS like 
Juniors Mysti Hertlein and Molly 
Vickery became concerned  after 
they heard about this because 
they worried that opportunities 
to experience these traditions 
would be taken away.

A similar example is if the 
band attends a festival and does 
something truly stupid, they 
have to wait until all the people 
involved graduate before they 
can attend another event.  Con-
sequently, losing an opportunity 
for a fun tradition makes people 
concerned.

At this point, Principal Cahan 
has assured students that there 
will be no restrictions placed on 

others since this involved “less 
than a handful” of students.

The students involved sent 
a collective apology and helped 
clean up the mess, but should 
have had a stronger conse-
quence.  These were seniors, they 
knew the rules and acted like kids 
about it.

As an underclassmen, it’s up-
setting to think anyone could give 
our school a bad reputation.

Luckily Dr. Porter said the in-
cident doesn’t change her opin-
ion of LSHS.  However, what is 
more important is what we think 
of ourselves and the situation.

We don’t want to be that 
school that is mean, disrespectful 
and inappropriate.  We want to 
be a school of great people. Great 
people who don’t write terrible 
things on a rock and parking lot 
for the world to see and sign it as 
our school. 

The big idea to remember is to 
know when things are going too 
far when you think it’s “just fun.” 
Both principals reiterated that it 
crosses the line when property is 
intentionally harmed.

Just remember for the future 
to think before taking “school 
spirit” to a  point of trying to 
hurt other people. Have fun, 
but respect other people while 
you’re doing it. That doesn’t 
mean it’s less fun. It means it 
won’t create a big situation that 
might be funny for a moment, 
but to everyone else it’s just 
mean.

by Abigail Iblings

We asked, you answered. 
Do you think the actions that 
the seniors took will affect the 
underclassmen? 

“I don’t think it will affect them be-
cause it was the maturity of our seniors, 
it’s in our generation heading that way,” 
-junior Ty Rhodes 

“Yes, because now we have a bad 
reputation, so we can’t do it,” - junior 
Emma Vickery 

“No, it’s a tradition, it will happen 
every year, the only difference is the ac-
tions will become more stupid,” -senior 
Collin Gage

“I think the underclassmen would 
make a better choice, take note to make 
funny pranks, but be more respectful,” - 
sophomore Adria Kamm
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AP Photography artists snap awayAP Photography artists snap away
Students enjoy hands-on learning and creativity 

AP Photog-
raphy is one of 
the many AP 
courses LSHS 

has to offer; however, it offers a 
unique creative element that oth-
ers don’t, allowing students to 
learn the fundamentals of the 
art of photography while getting 
hands-on experience that a text-
book based class just doesn’t allow. 

Even though students have only 
been in the class for a couple of 
months, they have learned a num-
ber of new skills that helped them 
create a diverse and interesting ar-
ray of photos.

“So far we’ve learned how to 
do an action sequence, which is a 
compilation of pieces of pictures 
taken of someone doing an action. 

For example, a girl runs across the 
viewfi nder of the camera, and the 
photographer takes lots of pictures 
to capture every movement, and 
then in Photoshop the photogra-
pher can cut and paste the pictures 
together to make it look like one 
continuous motion,” junior Angela 
Mosca said. 

AP Photography is also unlike 
most traditional AP classes in that 
students do not go to the district 
offi ce and take a two hour written 
exam at the end of year exam. In-
stead, the students create a portfo-
lio which is sent to the AP graders 
in May. But before they can start 
snapping away, students have to 
fi nd the focus of their portfolio, or 
the subject matter of their images. 

“I am considering having my 

concentration be abandoned 
things (like abandoned barns or 
houses). I chose this because I love 
the look of old, rundown and aban-
doned buildings,” Mosca said. 

Students also learn about dif-
ferent famous photographers in 
the class, and these photographers 
help students learn a wide range of 
photographic elements that some-
times infl uence student’s work.

“The photographers teach us 
different styles of photography. 
Veegee is one of my favorites; he 
was a crime photographer that 
showed the gruesome side of the 
1920’s,” senior Isaac Munn said. 

Students with a passion for pho-
tography should consider taking 
AP Phography for a chance to learn 
new skills, and produce great work. 

Art is alive at LSHS
Students find creative outlet

This school year, the art class is stepping up their game. 
Some students seem to be thrilled about art this year. Actu-
ally, some of the students are considering art to be a career 
in their future, but most people who take art in high school 

are not going to make a career out of it.
“It’s definitely a hobby for now, but in the future I want to transplant or-

gans, like some kind of doctor most likely,” senior Austin Lerback said. 
Also some just like doing art as a hobby or just another elective for school 

credits. Art allows a chance for many perspectives to emerge.    
“I like art because it’s an expression, and it’s really cool because no one ever 

does the same thing on the projects we do, like when people are painting, ev-
erybody’s always looks different,” junior Brittany Evanger said. 

Depending on how someone looks at it, art can mean different things.                                                                            
“I like art because it’s something to pass time, and sometimes it can be a lot 

of fun,” junior Sheldon Thrift said.      
Art is a form of expression, it can relieve stress, it can also help someone 

peacefully take out their anger, or maybe even a way of showing what they 
are feeling inside. Now 
that may not be true for 
everybody, but it can 
be very inspiring for 
some of the students at 
this school.  

“The teacher prob-
ably inspires me to do 
the projects because 
she is really good at 
motivating every-
one and without that 
I probably would not 
want to continue do-
ing the projects, and it 
would be a very boring 
class,” Evanger said.

Picture perfect: Featured artist senior Isaac Pierce’s photo, entitled 
“Line of  Glory” is one of  his favorite pieces completed so far. “It’s 
a unique perspective, and has a good study of  line. It’s won a Na-
tional Gold Medal, I’m proud of  it,” Pierce said.

by Noel Gasca
Features Editor

An artist’s glory: Featured art-
ist Junior Brittany Evanger 
shows off  her oil pastel art 
piece. Art class is a place for 
self-expression and insipriation 
between students. Students 
fi nd inspiration from the teach-
er and the ability to get a great 
grade on their assignment.

by Marisa Rinaldi
     Staff Reporter

PHOTO COURTESY OF ISAAC PIERCE
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Halftime show rhythm 
establishes perfection

 Every year the Lake Stevens 
High School marching band 
performs the annual Home-
coming halftime show.  Over 

the last several years, the band has evolved into an 
actual marching band.  The members of the band con-
sider it an honor to march for a full stadium and give a 
classy view of Lake Stevens High School. 

“To prepare for the game we have had multiple 
night practices, and worked for several hours on all 
of the different formations and songs. The show will 
run pretty smoothly, but it may have a few hiccups, 
because people haven’t put in all of their potential to 
make the show what it could be in the end. The most 
fun part about making 
this show happen has to 
be just seeing all the new 
formations come to life 
and working on all the new 
techniques to keep your 
left foot on the beat. Get-
ting all of the fi ne details 
done and put together has 
to have been the most dif-
fi cult part about this whole 
project,” junior Jason Har-
ris said.

With everyone’s prog-
ress in marching and play-
ing, spectators thought the 
band sounded and looked 
fantastic to make a dy-
namic halftime display for 

the community. When the band marches, they strive 
to “wow” the crowd with all of the new formations they 
come up with.

“I thought the show went absolutely fantastic, it 
was wonderful, unlike others in the past. Everyone 
was marching on beat and mostly with their left foot 
to the beat. The whole show all sounded very good 
and all together. I think the fans thought the show 
was AWESOME; all of the excitement and energy the 
band had made the fans really like it. The drum majors 
could work on both being equally on time when con-
ducting,” sophomore Calvin Cardwell said.

In the years to come the band will only progress to 
become better in its abilities in marching to the beat.

by Noah Harlowe
Photographer

Jeannie Dinning’s Cre-
ative Writing Class has been 
working on a poetry unit for 
the past couple of weeks. 

Both of these poems shared are free style poems, 
which means that they are written without a par-
ticular rhyme scheme. 

These poems were required to contain poetic de-
vices, such as similes or personifi cation. Free style 
poems are great ways to put feelings into words. 
Take a moment to enjoy these quality poems by 
LSHS students.

“Untitled” By senior Koren Goettler
While the cold wind blows and the rain falls ever so 
slightly,
He walks, breaking the hands that felt so tightly.
Was he really perfect? So beyond belief.
Was she just feeling sudden grief? 
His voice was music to her ears,
Yet it seemed she hadn’t heard it in years,
Unsure of what should be the next step,
She threw away all the stuff that she kept.
And though the tiffs, arguments and fi ghts,
She’d rather be with him for one more night.
So was he really worth it? Could she change his ways?
Tired and lonely she stared off into a gaze.
This girl ponders,wonders and drives herself crazy,
hoping a guy will treat her right maybe.

“Heartbroken” By senior Cynthia Horns-
by-Bryant
Heartbroken
As I walked through the bland hallways,
smelling nothing but disinfectant and tears
I arrive at room 412
I hesitate to walk in
knowing that what was behind that door
was something that will leave me so confused 
and angry.
I tell myself that I’m being selfish
He needs me.
He needs me as much as someone needs the sun.
My body’s cold.
I’m paralyzed.
I step one foot into the door knowing there is no 
going back.
I turn the corner and there he was
Lying on a bed,
with magical machines pumping air in and out 
of his lungs.
Tubes coming out every part of his body.
As I lay my tear filled eyes on his face I’m
Heartbroken

Backstory: “Heartbroken” was written by Horns-
by-Bryant whose brother was in a car accident. These 
are thoughts that went through her head when she 
went to visit him in the hospital after the crash.

Becoming Shakespeare
Students use poetry to share 
their experiences and feelings

Sounds around 
the Sound

by Abby Iblings
Photographer

by Sophie Swanson
Photographer

Coming soon to the Tacoma 
Dome is a one-day winter blowout 
event. Presented by Jam Nation, 

The Winter Jam 2014 Tour Spectacular will be in Ta-
coma on Saturday, November 15 at 6:00 p.m.

Tony Nolan will be accompanied with visual artist 
Jared Emerson, famous for his work called “The Face of 
God,” for a night of entertainment  by Hillsong United, 
Jeremy Camp, Francesca Battistelli, Colton Dixon, Dis-
ciple, Newsong, Trip Lee, Everfound, About a Mile and 
Veridia. 

Tony Nolan is an evangelist and the founder of TNT 
Ministries based in Georgia. He is a Gospel Communi-
cator who preaches “life is short and everyone needs to 
be prepared for eternity.”

Tony has written books including Hurt Healer: 
Reaching Out to a Broken World, GASP! and You Will 
Spend Forever Somewhere: How to Make Sure It’s 
Heaven.

This musical and ministry event will cost $10 a ticket 
at the door. Doors open at 5:00 p.m. and the show starts 
at 6:00 p.m.. 

R&B artist Usher from Dallas, 
Texas is on tour with his band 
throughout the United States. 

He will be hosting one of his concerts at the Key Arena 
in Seattle, Washington, November 26, 2014. The tour 
started on November 4, 2014 and goes through May 23, 
2015. One of his top hits is “I Don’t Mind”, featuring 
Juicy J; he wrote this song about guys being insecure 
with dating some women because of their looks and per-
sonalities. As stated in the title of his song, he doesn’t 
mind if girls have fl aws he won’t look at them differ-
ently. The ticket prices start at $35.00 and can reach up 
to $150.00. If you’re looking for an exciting event to at-
tend, this concert is highly recommended.

by Noah Harlowe      
      Photographer
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The marching band made a halftime show appearence with the cheerleaders on October 17 for the 
Lake Stevens Homecoming football game. In the future the marching band is hoping to improve 
their performances with bigger, bolder formations and progress in their abilities to march to the beat.

PHOTO BY ABBY IBLINGS

Winter blowout by Jam Nation

R&B artist Usher Raymond IV



What did you most enjoy 
about college life?
“I found friends that were more like-minded to 
me.  My life long friends are actually my college 
friends.  You become independent and really start to 
learn who you are.”                                      - Mark Hein

“I liked being around people that were serious about 
studying and excited about learning.” 
                                                 - Suzanne Bailey

“I really enjoyed finding people that were right up my 
alley.  Whatever your group is or who you identify 
with, you will find more people like that.  People start 
caring about different things and move out of that 
mentality that the world revolves around them.  It’s 
really cool to be in the college atmosphere.” 
                                                              - Jonathan Dufay What advice would you provide  

students going to college?
“To stay focused on the reason why you are there.  The first semester is 
a real adjustment being away from home and learning how to balance 
your classes, extracurricular activities and your social life.” 
                                                                                                   - Kathy Hahn

“The freedoms that you have can be really eye opening.  Have fun with it, 
but also realize that you are there to get a degree.  Make sure you main-
tain balance between having fun and getting things done.” -Mark Hein

“It’s really hard to manage your time when there are so many fun things 
going on.  That’s probably the main reason why people start dropping 
out Freshman Year is because there is so much fun going on and it’s 
hard to balance the fun stuff with all the studying that you have to do. So 
study hard.”                                                                          - Suzanne Bailey

“Make it happen.  Don’t let something like price get in the way. You can 
not go to college or get student loan debt. Be smart about it.  The habits 
you get into now help determine how you are going to do in college.  In 
college you get a whole lot of freedom and respect but it can be over-
whelming, so I know this sounds cliche but those good work habits start 
now.”                                                                                     - Jonathan Dufay

Did you know what you 
wanted to do after high 
school right away?
“I was a college assistant coach at PLU for three years 
for basketball and then I was an assistant coach at the 
division one level for two years. I began to enjoy work-
ing with high school kids and decided to make a career 
change.”                                                           - Mark Hein

“When I got there I wasn’t one hundred percent sure 
I would major in French Literature but that’s what I 
ended up deciding on.”                  - Suzanne Bailey

“No, I had no idea what I wanted to do after high 
school.  I took off and I joined the Navy for seven 
years and then I went into college after the Navy so 
I was twenty four or twenty five when I started col-
lege.”                                                 - Jonathan Dufay

How was it living in a dormitory?
“I didn’t know my roommate at all when I went to college, and he is still one of my best 
friends to this day.  It was really fun for me, but I heard nightmare stories about other 
people.”                   -Mark Hein

It was awesome.  I met so many new people.  There were activities that our dorm partici-
pated in together. My floor became like a family to me.”                                  - Kathy Hahn

“I lived off campus because I was older.”                                                      - Jonathan Dufay

What are some challenges that you 
faced in college?
“I didn’t know a single person at first. I also come from a big family so 
financially I didn’t have any help from my parents, so I afforded college 
based on scholarships I got.”                                                        - Mark Hein

“In graduate school I had a class with a lot of students that were from 
France so it was really hard to do work that was on the same level in that 
language.  Also managing my time.”                                - Suzanne Bailey

“Paying for it. College is expensive and it’s only getting more expen-
sive.  There is a lot of pressure as far as having your schedule work out 
just right and competing for a small amount of classes.  Registration is a 
pain.”                                                                                       - Jonathan Dufay

Liekr 12

College can be an exciting, yet 
stressful new chapter in life.  It 
isn’t always a smooth process tran-
sitioning from high school to a 
four- year university or community 
college.  So what is it really like to 
live the college life? Lake Stevens 
High School teachers tell about 
their college experiences and give 
insight on life after high school, so 
students have an idea of what to 
expect.

Teachers give college perspectives


