the Valhalla

Lake Stevens High School

October 6, 2010

Volume 83 Issue 1

lshsvalhalla@gmail.com

2news

Crowded classrooms trigger schedule changes

By: Samantha Wade
News Editor

This year at Lake Stevens High School
crowded classrooms have been a major problem. Before the problem was addressed some
classrooms had up to 37 students, and some
teachers had a 170 caseload, the maximum is
only supposed to be 150 students.
Math, English, and history classes were so
full that counslers are adding more classes to
some teacher’s schedules. Before the nearly
600 schedule changes this year, Scott Flanders had 165 students total with at least 34
students in his trigonometry class. Kaleb Allinson’s caseload totaled 176 students total
with 37 in his calculus class.
Flanders and Allinson have been teaching
here at Lake Stevens High School for a little
while now and have learned to deal with the
crammed classrooms. “It can be a challenge
at times, but for the most part students do a
good job helping each other,” said Flanders.
“Well, we’re all pretty chill so it’s whatever,” said Allinson.
The situation that is bothering teachers the
most is that some classes still have 35 stu- Junior Bridget Kyle writes atop Kelsey Miller’s head because there are no more desks available. Meanwhile
dents, while other classes have been bumped other students try to remain focused.Photo by: Courtney McGraw
down to 20.
The overcrowded classrooms have be- partment has added two math classes, two the problem. Classes seem to be improving in
come a big problem, but the counseling de- English classes, and one history class to fix size, and many are much happier.

Neuman’s Philosophy Club asks the tough questions Keeping Connected:
New club oﬀers students a better insight of philosophy
From the civilizations of Ancient
Mesopotamia to the existentialists
of modern day, people have sought
to answer philosophical questions.
Moral dilemmas, the God construct,
and the existence of human beings.
are some of the questions. This complex philosophical body of thought is
what history teacher Chris Neuman
hopes to help students gain a better understanding of in Philosophy
Club.
Throughout the year, students will
gain, “a general knowledge of Western philosophy from the ancient period to the modern. Roughly from
Aristotle, Plato and Socrates, up to
Existentialism,” said Neuman.
By drawing on the ideas of the
various philosophers throughout
time, students will be able to further

solidify their reasoning for the questions they encounter and to see an
old idea they held from an entirely
new perspective.
“My intent is that it’s going to be
a student-centered, student-driven
class,” said Neuman. By allowing
this, students will approach concepts they consider difficult by asking questions like, “’Why did this
person say this? How can they say
that? What did they mean by that?
Wouldn’t that mean blank? Is this
possible given this philosophy,” said
Neuman.
By avoiding the basic “stand and
deliver” teaching structure, Neuman’s goal is that students will be
more engaged with the material.
“The group discussions allow me
to better sort through my ideas, and

By: Beau Castillo
Staff Reporter

to see how other people interpreted
what we read the week before,” said
senior Jarydd Morgan.
Philosophy Club will be meeting
most Fridays after school in room
415. Supplementary material will
be provided to students each week,
which they will analyze and discuss
the following week.
Neuman encourages students,
who are willing to add an audit
course to their schedule and who
are willing to put in the work, to
consider joining the club. The material learned throughout the year will
provide systematic reasoning that
will be applicable to situations students encounter every day.
“In your everyday life do you use
philosophy? Absolutely. Do you call
it philosophy? Never,” said Neuman.

News around the world

-Mexico’s mudslide buries 300 homes:
At least 1,000 people are missing in
Northern Oaxaca after a major mudslide. (www.msnbc.msn.com)
-Eiffel Tower park evacuated for
bomb threat: For the secound time in
two weeks the park near the Eiffel Tower
was evacuated. (www.dbtechno.com)
-Texting bans have failed to decrease
accidents: Texting accidents in some
states have actually increased since the
law passed. (www.examiner.com)

Recent annexation increases Lake Stevens population
Lake Stevens welcomes 10,000 new residents and 12 new police oﬃcers

Lake Stevens isn’t such a small
town anymore. Starting on November 3, 2009 citizens of unincorporated Lake Stevens had a chance to
vote themselves into Lake Stevens.
The vote for annexation passed, and
starting in July 2010 the zip code of
those within the urban growth area
changed from 98205 to 98258.
Annexation is the process by
which cities bring areas within their
urban growth into the city limits.
This means the city of Lake Stevens
gained 10,000 new residents. The
areas affected by the July 2010 annexation are all within the south
west urban growth area. Notable
locations that are now parts of Lake
Stevens include Frontier Village,
Cavelaro, and Lake Stevens Middle
School which used to be considered
Everett.
One change that all the residents
of Lake Stevens can expect is an in-

creased number of police officers in
the city. Twelve new officers were
hired to patrol Lake Stevens and to
answer the increase in call load. The
Lake Stevens Fire Department has
already served the citizens of the annexed area, and will continue to do
so.
Some new residents will also be
pleasantly surprised to see their
property value increase due to entering the Lake Stevens community.
“Our property value went up, and I
am finally part of Lake Stevens”, said
sophomore Savannah Gouguen.
In a formal letter penned by Lake
Stevens Mayor Vern Little, he welcomed the 10,000 new residents
affected by the annexation, and informed them about the changes
they could expect as Lake Stevens
residents, one of which was the zip
code change.
Starting in July 2010, new resi-

The map shows the additional land as
a result of the annexation. Courtesy
of Diane Swift, Community Programs
Planner

By: Austin Carlton
Staff Reporter

dents were told to update their postal addresses within twelve months.
Until the end of the twelve month
period, the city is ensuring the mail
will still reach mailboxes. But after
that, mail delivery will require the
address update.
Though the annexation of Lake
Stevens passed, some people remain
indifferent or against the recent annexation.
“I don’t like that we have to pay
more money, and change our zip
code to become part of Lake Stevens”
said sophomore Jordan Carlton.
Other students were entirely unaware the annexation had taken
place.
“What’s that?” said junior Jake
Cochran when asked about the annexation
But regardless 10,000 more people are now citizens of Lake Stevens,
and more will surely follow.

Stadium raises excitement for football season

by Isabel Kowacz
Opinion editor

The new stadium, finished just before the
first home football game, boasts more seats,
additional rooms, better aesthetics and a
much higher approval rating than the old
stadium.
“It’s about 2,200 seats bigger. . .and for the
first time we have locker rooms underneath
the stadium. . .and our bathroom capacity is
about four times bigger than it used to be,”
said Principal Ken Collins.
The locker rooms proved to be a useful
addition.
“[The new locker rooms] make it easier
to listen to the coach”, said football player junior Jacob Corcoran.
Other new features of the stadium include
a press box with five rooms, new concession
stand, training room and laundry room, all
covered by one roof.
“I like that it’s all under cover, that’s nice”,
The brand new stadium packed full with the Lake Stevens community and
said senior Alexia Demary.
dedicated superfans.
Photo by: Courtney McGraw
The parents’ section in the new stadium
is elevated so the superfans no longer oblars of the bond, but between the times that bond
struct the view of the parents. In addition to the separation be- was passed and the actual construction the cost of both labor and
tween parents and superfans, the band also plays in a new sec- materials decreased making a better, more cost-efficient stadium
tioned-off area.
possible.
“I like the clear division between superfans and parents,” said
As well as being a great new addition to our high school, the
senior Danielle Quade. Students agree that the enlarged superfan stadium has also become the largest venue in all of Lake Stevens.
area is beneficial to our growing student population.
“It will be used for community events, not just high school
“When it’s full, it’s intimidating and really loud. It’s awesome.” events,” said Collins. “It has already been used for a triathlon and
said Corcoran.
Lake Stevens little league football,”
The size increase is recognized as one of the best new features
Although the stadium will be used, for various events, it is the
of the new stadium.
school’s responsibility to keep up with maintenance and clean“My favorite part is the bigger superfan area.” said senior Sa- ing.
dierose Schwarzmiller.
There are few problems with the new stadium, but there will
The building of the stadium was part of an initiative passed in always be minor flaws.
2006 which included a 69 million dollar bond. Citizens of Lake
“The bleachers rock. You know they like wobble,” said senior
Stevens voted on the initiative, and their taxes helped pay to make Neva King.
the construction possible. This bond paid for multiple renovations
Despite the small imperfections that anything is bound to have,
and construction projects in Lake Stevens including Cavelero Mid- the new stadium has proved to be a great addition to the school as
High School.
well as the city of Lake Stevens.
The stadium was meant to cost just less than two million dol-

Vikings fall sports kick off the season with great stats

by Avery Cavazos
Staff Reporter

The beginning of the new school
year also kicks off the Lake Stevens
fall sports season.
This year’s captains are seniors
Gunnar Eklund, Brandon Preslar,
and Duke Dolphin. This year Lake
Stevens is ranked 46th in Washington. Defense is ranked 57th, and
offense is slightly lower at 59th.
Coach Hein and Coach Ingram
lead the boy’s tennis team. Senior
players lead the tennis team. The
recent victory against Marysville
Pilchuck High School did not go
unnoticed, with the final score of
5-0.
Varsity cross country coaches
Coach Cliff Chaffee, Coach Stuart
Chaffee, and Coach Goshorn lead 2010’s fall sports teams captains, posing for a picture after the Toy Story
Photo by Courtney McGraw
the team, and the team captains Assembly.
this year are seniors Darin NettleLast but not least, the volleyball
ton, Kyle Hedges, Juliana Borges plays.
The head honchos this year coaches, Coach Wikland, Coach
and Cia Bywater.
The Girl’s soccer coach this year coaching the girls swim team are Hoglund, Coach Russum and
is Coach Knutson, he is looking for Coach Summers, and Coach Mill- Coach Hartsoch, are contributing
leadership from captains, senior er. The lead fish, and captain, this to senior captains Brooke Larsen,
Randi Mielke and junior Breonna year is junior Hannah Aikman. The Marchelle Bostic and Brooke DalCountryman. This season, the girls girls had their first victory against glesh’s leadership, which is guiding the great success of our Lady
are racking up wins and noticeable Shorecrest, leading 117-67.
Vikings. The Lady Vikings shut
down Oak Harbor High School
September 16, when they walked
away, 3-0.
It’s the year of the Vikings as
each team continues to lead to
victory, not only with the support of coaches, captains and
team work but with the support
of fans, and superfans, who continue to express their encouragement and faith in the teams.
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Pete Carroll’s era begins
with ups and down
By:Derek Price
Sports Editor
Pete Carroll, who spent nine seasons at USC as head coach, started his
era with the Seahawks with a 31-6
victory over the 49ers. The defense
led the Seahawks to victory. Marcus
Trufant intercepted the pass and returned for a touchdown. Carroll and
his Seahawks have had to overcome
Max Unger’s, a former second-round
pick from the University of Oregon,
season-ending injury that he suffered
in the season opener against NFC rival
San Francisco 49ers. Unger started all
16-game last season as a rookie. With
the retirement of former pro bowler
Walter Jones, and Max Unger’s injury,
there’s no doubt, the Seahawks need
to fill gaps.

USA takes the title

by Jennifer Rojas
Staff Reporter
The U.S Basketball team won the
Interntional Basketball Federation
World Championship (FIBA) on
September 12. The U.S Basketball
Team celebrated their winning victory in the World Championships,
with Kevin Durant, former Sonics
player, leading the team.
After waiting sixteen years, the
U.S earned the right to once again
be called the best in the world.
They won the FIBAWorld Championship by beating Turkey 81-64.
Kevin Durant (USA) made five
three-pointers in the first 20 minutes of the game.
After the first 20 minutes Durant
continued to make three-pointers
one after another, putting them in
the lead 42-32, with the help of
his teammate Russell Westbrook,
who helped with six rebounds and
three assists.
Durant made 26 out of 57 with a
shooting percentage 45.6%, for the
USA team. On the other hand when
Durant was on the Seattle Sonics
(2007-2008), his three-pointer percentage weren’t so great.
Durant was given the MVP trophy
as a reward for his hard work. Not
only did he get the trophy, he also received a Tissot T-Touch Expert watch
that was given to him by the President
of FIBA Global Partners Tissot, Francois Thiebaud.
Durant, former player of the Seattle Sonics, leader of the Oklahoma
City Thunder, and MVP Champion
has been considered to be the best
because at age 21, Durant has done
better than teammates who are older
than him and has gotten further in a
short amount of time than they had,
which was enough to call USA the
best!

4focus

“

ACCESS DENIED

Increased web security causes general frustration amo

It’s completely
unnecessary.We’re
not downloading
porn, so it just
seems stupid.

”

by Benny Saack
Staff Reporter
While computers and access to
internet is a luxury that most students at LSHS have, the new internet
restrictions have many concerned.
Many of the websites that students
and teachers often use in the school
setting for everything from research
to e-mail are no longer available.
Students are not happy about the
drastically increased restrictions
and are making it known.
“Who does the school think they
are, blocking Wikipedia?” exclaimed
senior Alex Torneby when asked
how he felt about the issue.
Needless to say, many students
feel that the new restrictions are inhibiting an important dynamic of the
school. Sites like Hotmail are especially important for students who do
not have a printer at home and depend on printing at school, but this
is no longer a viable option for any
student because all they see when
they type in “Hotmail.com” is a bold
restricted across the page.

- Matthew Wilson, senior

“

Some websites
you can’t get on
and you cant get

”
”

your homework done.

“

-Emily Krueger, junior

Everybody hates it.
I’ve even heard teachers
complaining about it.
- Alexander Glaves, senior

Top 3 most
visited websites

*Tied for second

Top 3 most missed websites
that are blocked this year
1. Hotmail
2. Wikipedia
3. Google*

*links from Google that come back blocked

How much time do you spend online?

Number of students

1. Facebook
2. Youtube/Google*
3. Myspace

Students will run into a similar
graphic if any attempt is made to
research on Wikipedia, or if you try
and see a full size image on many of
the links that host Google Images.
Some teachers are also upset
about it. Mr. Neuman was particularly disgusted when he could not pull
up a famous painting on Google Image Search in his AP European History class because all images were
on restricted websites. Even though
teachers can get around the restrictions, they still have to click on a
separate link and type in their password.
“All websites where the restriction
is overridden will be recorded in a
permanent log” said Arlene Hulten
at the district office.
This also deters teachers because
no one wants to get in trouble for
accidentally visiting a website that
would jeopardize their career.
A lot of students at LSHS are blaming the school for these new limi-
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ongst teachers and students alike
tations. However, it’s not even the
school that initiated this web limiting software. In fact, nobody including our administrators knew much
about it when asked. It was a decision that came from the District Office and affects every school in the
district, not just Lake Stevens High
School.
It is important for everyone at
LSHS to know that restrictions to this
extent are only temporary. The new
software filtering system being used
called “Lightspeed” was just recently
set up and is still being worked on
daily. It is currently set at its default
setting which is the most secure setting that is possible with this system.
This explains why so many sights
that most consider to be entirely innocent are restricted.
Hulten at the district office assured that, “the tech team is working as hard and as fast as they can
on making the new software fit the
needs of teachers and students” and

that we can “hopefully expect changes soon”
While no promises were made,
Hulten made it clear that the internet will not be permanently useless
at LSHS. Hulten said it was important
for everyone to know that this was a
new “software filtering system, not a
new web restriction policy,” meaning
that it is subject to change.
When the changes are complete,
it should filter for everyone differently depending on whether they
are a teacher or a student and other
than that not be any different than
before.
So, everyone at LSHS just has to
bear with it for a little while and it
should lighten up. In the mean time,
keep that smile on your face! You’ll
be back to playing Tetris and drooling on the keyboard in your tech
class in no time!

“
“

You can’t get onto
any good websites.
- Jacob Stemler, junior

It sucks. It’s not
good because
some people
need to get their
homework

”

from their email.
-Jasmine Ortiz, junior

“

I like it. It protects
the school, but
I wish they’d
open up email.

”

”
Technology Levy money helps improve classrooms

Over the summer, the district installed new technology at Lake Stevens High School that has not only made teaching easier, but also seems
to be making life a bit easier as well.
This year, tech money is being used for better education purposes.
The committee gathered up and discussed what new technology we
needed to make this year better.
Many classes have received new technology thanks to the tech levy.
One noticeable difference is the new ceiling projectors that replace the
table top projectors. Also, no longer will the teachers fight for room for
their desks and extra space in their classrooms. Since there are no more
wires to trip over, kids should have an easier time navigating through
the classrooms.
Another new addition includes smart boards. It is mostly the science
teachers receiving them and many believe smart boards make teachers’
jobs easier.
“Yes, it does [make this easier] because there are things you can do
with the smart board that you can’t do any other way. The only problem
is that additional time is needed to set up lessons,” said Mr. Bauer.
The smart boards are really efficient; they work as a whiteboard,
computer, and projector. Instead of using traditional whiteboard markers, they come with digital pens, which can be used to draw directly
onto the projector screen.
“I think the smart boards are more efficient because they can write
right on it and it makes things go faster,” said sophomore Hailey Nobach.
The tech committee is responsible for the handling the technology
money. This is a public committee consisting of teachers, parents and
some students. The purpose of this committee is to determine where
funds will go to better improve the Lake Stevens community as a whole.
Priority often goes to the complaints that have easy fixes.
Teachers have been complaining that although they have the ceiling
projectors, they don’t have screens for them, so money has been put

-Destany Long, junior

by Jennifer Rojas
Staff Rporter

towards the new screens for the school.
“We will receive the screens for the ceiling projectors around next
week,” Said Mr. Collins.
We can also expect to be getting the ceiling -mounted projectors in
the portable rooms soon, and other new gadgets will continue to make
appearances around campus.

Dakotah Pilon uses a new smartboard. Photo by Veronica Walker
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Seniors and superfans fight for their rights
Superfans and seniors feel they have earned their spots

Super fanning
is defined by the
students that represent our school.
When someone is
a super fan, they
dress in purple
and gold when
they come to
the
sporting
events. They do not come in jeans
and a T-shirt.
“The difference between a super
fan and just a fan is a super fan is reppin’ the school colors and is standing
and cheering the whole game!” said
senior Jacob Thayer. This is what
most students define as a super fan.
However, some students show up to
games in street clothes yet think they
have the right to stand in the super
fan section.
An example of this behavior is
seen at football games. It has been
noticed by many students that people
are standing in the superfan section
without any purple or gold. Students
not wearing the school colors should
not be taking up space that should be
occupied by super fanners.
“Super fanning is a full-time career. I show up to all the football
games dressed up and spirited,” said
sophomore Chloe Reid. “It annoys me
when people who are not dressed up

have a better place to stand than I do.
You shouldn’t even be in the super fan
section without our school colors!”
Representing our school by being
a super fan is what makes games fun!
However, some people do not agree
with this and aren’t into being spirited. This is fine but then don’t stand
in the super fan section at the football games.
Another problem that has been
noticed at football games is that juniors and sophomores are sitting in
the first two rows of the bleachers. In
the past, the first two rows have been
reserved for seniors. The current
seniors got kicked out of these rows
when they were lower classmen, so it
is their turn to have these seats. It is
irritating when lower classmen take
up seats that should be occupied by
seniors.
Seniors should have first choice in
most cases, not just at football games.
Seniors have earned the right of passage and should get better privileges than juniors and sophomores.
Some examples are classes, parking
spots and the best seats at all school
events.
“Seniors should get priority over
everything, for sure. We’ve earned
it,” said senior Malia McAvoy.
At all the assemblies it isn’t a secret that the seniors win all the class

by Paige Whitney
Staff Reporter

The senior class sets the standard for lowerclassmen at the �irst home football
game. Many students showed up to root for the Vikings as they played Inglemoor.
Photo by Courtney McGraw

competitions. Underclassmen think
this is a rip off. Is it? Or is it just another bonus for being a senior? The
seniors had to endure losing all the
class competitions and the ridicule
of being underclassmen just like the
underclassmen now. In the end, everything is fair.
Finally, there is the issue of prom.
Prom should be senior prom. You
should only be allowed at prom if you

Opposition to the mosque shows the power of ignorance
Building of the mosque near Ground Zero raises uninformed responses

When I heard
about the construction of a mosque
at Ground Zero, I
felt an overwhelming sense of pride for
our country. Finally,
the Muslim and
Western worlds
are making progress, and the very
principles of religious freedom that the
United States was built on are now being practiced. Unfortunately, though, I
was brought back to reality by the sheer
ignorance of Pastor Terry Jones, and the
Americans who opposed the construction of the mosque.
Far too often, Americans associate
Osama Bin Laden, Muslim extremists,
and the September 11 attacks with all
Muslim peoples. The Koran, believe it or
not, instills in its followers sentiments of
peace. Al Qaeda was the group that was
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responsible for the September 11 attacks.
For us to associate Muslims with Al Qaeda is an injustice; comparable to the horrid mistreatment of Japanese-Americans
following the attack on Pearl Harbor.
This intolerance fueled by American
prejudices is the reason for opposition to
the Muslim Mosque. The Cordoba House,
is being constructed around the principles of peace, unification, and healing.
The mosque, which will include a September 11 memorial and separate areas
for Muslim, Christian, Jewish, and other
religious groups to pray in, is founded on
the Islamic and Christian ideals of love
for thy Lord and neighbor. The mosque
is extending tolerance and healing to all
peoples; the very ideas we need to further perpetuate to achieve progress in
America.
In order for this to happen, though,
people like Terry Jones need to re-evaluate their anti-Muslim position. Jones’ idea
of a “Burn a Koran Day” was based on his

by Beau Castillo
Staff Reporter

statement that the Koran’s religious construction was inherently evil. His idea,
though, led to two deaths in Kabul, Afghanistan after protestors rallied against
Jones’ idea. It is funny that a man who so
adamantly opposed violence, caused the
deaths of two people. Had Jones chosen
to follow through with the burning, the
end results could have been far worse.
This is why the construction of the
mosque near Ground Zero is so important. By constructing this mosque, we are
erecting a model of religious tolerance.
The founding principles that the United
States was built on desperately need to
be practiced during this time of religious
turmoil. If we want to see progress, people like Terry Jones need to lay to rest
their horribly ignorant misconceptions
about Muslims and the Koran. This would
ultimately crush these racial ideologies
and help end the struggle between the
Western and Muslim worlds.

Our Mission Statement: The Valhalla’s mission is to provide the LSHS community with a
quality, thought-provoking publication. In these efforts, the Valhalla has established several
open forums for the exchange of information, opinions, and artistic expression dedicated to
those in the LSHS community.

Editorials: The editorial section of the Valhalla serves as a forum for well-written, thoughtful, longer forms of expression. Signed editorials represent the opinions of the author(s). Unsigned editorials represent the opinion of the majority of the Valhalla staff. Views printed here
are meant to be opinionated and/or persuasive, but do not necessarily represent the opinions
of the student body, administration, or school board.

Letters to the Editor: The Valhalla will generally print as many letters as space allows each
issue. Letters must include the author’s name, signature, and class or position relative to the
school. Typed or legibly handwritten letters are acceptable, but none should be more than 400
words. The Valhalla reserves the right to edit all letters for space, accuracy, spelling, and grammar. We reserve the right to refuse to print any letters. Submit letters to room 303, or email
them to lshsvalhalla@gmail.com. Letters submitted by email should be pasted into the body of
the message. We reserve the right to print all letters submitted, either in person or electronically.

are a senior or you got invited by a
senior. “I didn’t go to prom as a sophomore or junior so I want my prom to
be senior prom,” said McAvoy.
It is perfectly fine that sophomores
and juniors go to Homecoming. However, prom should be for seniors! It is
the last, big school event of their senior year and seniors deserve to go
out with a bang.

Hello Vikings,

Welcome to the new column brought to
you by the Valhalla’s Editor-in-Chief. In addition to welcoming you to this new addition to
the opinion section, I would like to welcome
all of you back to Lake Stevens High School.
While I love summer as much as the rest of
us, I am not totally crushed to be coming
back to school. The only thing I am not enjoying about coming back to school is that some
of our habits have not changed at all.
I am referring to teenagers’ tendency
to spill their most intimate secrets to their
classmates. I am so tired of hearing all about
the “awesome” party that was in the middleof-nowhere Washington, and the beer pong
game that lasted all night. It appalls me that
teens will tell anyone of these illegal activities.
I was sitting in one of my classes when
a student began to go into extreme detail
about a certain type of drug he had experimented with. Here I am, attempting to finish
an assignment before that deafening bell and
I’m subjected to listen to the illegal crusades
of someone I barely know.
Many of us probably know exactly what
I am talking about and probably also know
the feeling which comes after, that “I-feellike-I-should-say-something-but-it’s-notmy-business” feeling. And what could we do
if we wanted to do something? Well, if we
had actually tuned in while our Viking Period
teachers reviewed our planners, we would
have learned about the Student Assistant
Program (SAP). This is a program that is designed for situations like this.
The SAP program is anonymous and provides no punishment for the student being
“SAP-ed”. The accused can be talked to by
a drug counselor. Personally, I hope more
kids begin to think more of this before bragging, because frankly I am tired of hearing
about your drug use, hangover and the pack
of smokes you want to go home to. Keep it
to yourself because for those of us not participating in such events, it’s not fun to listen
to, and it does not make us think any more
highly of you.
-Editor-in-Chief
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Alice In Wonderland Casting Call

“It’s going to be a visual marshmallow,” said Carrie Gerrard, the
director of the upcoming school
play, Alice and Wonderland. The
original story was written in
1865 by Charles Lutwidge Dodgson. What is interesting about
this drama is that each and every
character has his/her own personality that keeps the audience
entertained.
The fictional story is about a
girl, Alice, “a frightfully smart
child with an extremely active
imagination” said junior Honour
Harlowe, who earned the part of
Alice. Throughout the story she
encounters many different challenges as well as characters and
is helped along by a well known,
white rabbit.
In this case, however, Gerrard
decided to change things into a
different perspective and present

the white rabbit as “a super cool,
Japanese anime-style dude,” said
Gerrard. “He will be detached, but
caring, with an “I know more than
you do” attitude. “
Gerrard chose Alice in wonderland for many reasons, one of
which, she really wanted to fit as
many students on stage as she
could, and Alice in Wonderland
provides a large large cast opportunity. Using forty out of sixty-five
students who tried out for the
cast and about twenty-five out fifty students who tried out for the
crew, the audience should expect
a spectacular set and a lot of surprises. They will be using many
new and improved set props such
as turn tables and sliding doors.
Gerrard claims that she goes
off criteria for choosing her cast
and crew, a little different than
what the standard professional

by Hailey Nobach
Staff Reporter
theatre would. She looks at if the
person fits her vision of the character, and the audience’s vision of
the character.
“There are just certain things
you have to give to an audience
because they really expect
it, otherwise they will be
disappointed,” saidGerrard.
She judges whether a
person works well with
others, if he/she meets
the criteria for grading
and availability, along with
if the student would benefit
personally from the role.
Based on her criteria Gerrard said she is “pleased
as punch.”

Richard Ellis, Alex Torneby, Honour Harlowe and Thad Austin
are excited to be working together in the upcoming play.
Photo by Courtney McGraw

Check out these up and coming artists

New music for people listening to a variety of genres
THE XX- indie rock
T h i s
moody, soulful British
band came
to the U.S.
with a big
bang; their
hit single Photo from
“ C r y s t a l - creativecommons.org
ised” was
r a n k e d
on the “Best of the Year List”
by Rolling Stone Magazine
and The xx was ranked number nine. Recently, the band
won the 2010 Mercury Prize
for their debut album, which
came out September 7th of
this year.
Even at first listen, the band
alone takes you to a whole
new world, but when you listen closer, really understand
the lyrics and take them in, the
words alone will surely blow
anybody’s mind. Keep an eye
out for these guys; they may
just be the next Death Cab for
Cutie.

MACKLEMORE- hip hop
Local hiphop
artist
Macklemore is one of
a kind. Born
and raised on
Capitol Hill
in
Seattle,
Macklemore Photo from
has been in creativecommons.org
the hip-hop
scene for the
past seven years.
He is able to deliver a lyrical
landscape that creates an unbelievable masterpiece.
Macklemore sneaks some
classical piano into his hypnotic beats that adds an original feel-good vibe.
This prodigy created a
magical debut album making him one of this country’s
most prominent artists and is
quickly realizing his limitless
potential. Macklemore is a legit hip-hop master. He’s bringing back those back-breaking
beats that haven’t been heard
since MC-HAMMER.

by Tatum McLeod
Staff Reporter

MUMFORD
& SONS- indie folk
Together, the members of
Mumford & Sons all have a
common purpose of making
music that matters, without
taking themselves too seriously.
The lead singer, Marcus
Mumford, has not only an interesting sound, but a unique
look. Many of his listeners
say he looks just like a pirate.
When he belts out the chorus
to their hit single “Little Lion
Man” it sounds like Dave Matthews and Kings of Leon had a
sound baby.
Mumford & Son’s first and
only released album Sigh No
More was released to unending praise across the UK, the
United States and Australia.
The hit single “Little Lion Man”
even went as far as to hit number one on the Australian Top
Ten Billboard. If you are looking to shake what your momma gave ya, check them out.

Top Ten...

Things The Chicken
Does While “Hiding”

1. Cross the road
2. Visit the Easter
Bunny
3. Egg a house
4. Eat popcorn while
watching Chicken
Little
5. Sit in the basement &
play Halo Reach
6. Fly to Turkey
7. Do the “Funky
Chicken”
8. Meet a chick
9. Keep the sky from
falling
10. Find a new hiding
spot

Sounds around the Sound

by Alicia Terry
Design Editor

The Script

Originally from Ireland, The Sript is referred to as a “new brand of celtic soul”
(http://www.usatoday.com/life/music/news/2010-05-20-scriptOTV20_ST_N.htm).
They are said to have songs resembling the sound of David Gray, The Police and
Huey Lewis all mashed up in. If you’re diggin’ bands like White Tie Affair, Hawthorne
Heights or The Spill Canvas, consider checking out The Script, October 16th at 8 p.m.
at the Showbox Sodo.

Gogol Bordello

“Gogol Bordello is a snowball orchestra of immigrants jamming in A-Minor.” (gogolbordello.com/US/history) They layer rugged vocals over an acoustic guitar that work
well to make a sound that either blows your mind or just blows out your ear drums.
If you’re into Man Man, DeVotchKa or Flogging Molly, see their show at the Showbox
Sodo on October 20th at 7 p.m.

Outkast

We all know the song “Hey Ya!” written and performed by Outkast, right? Well Antwan André Patton, former member of the beat-producing duo has renamed himself
Big Boi and is coming to town! His new age hip hop has a sense of old school funk that
is easy listening but an album you can still shake you booty to. If you’re thinking about
heading to his show on the 23rd, ask yourself this question: Do I like Ludacris, Outkast
or Dr. Dre? Because if you do, you should definitely check out Big Boi at the Showbox
Sodo at 8 p.m.
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Get to know the2010 Homecoming princesses
A look into the lives of the nominees for Homecoming Queen
Alicia Terry
Q: What is something that not a lot of people
know about you?
A: “I have hairy toes.”
Q: What school or outside school activities or
clubs are you involved in?
A: “Journalism, Leadership, and Drama (Tweedle
Dee).”
Q: Where do you see yourself in 2015?
A: “Holy moly, hopefully ready to graduate Western.”
Q: Who is the most supportive person in your
life, why?
A: “My mom, my dad, my boyfriend and my sis
ter all support me no matter what.”

From left to right: Senoirs Neva King, Briyanna Blue
and Alicia Terry
All photos by: Veronica Walker

Briyanna Blue

Hailey Nobach
Staff Reporter

Neva King
Q: What is something that not a lot of people know
about you?
A: I like to write in all caps.
Q: Who is the most supportive person in your life,
why?
A: My mom because she supports everything I do,
obviously.
Q: What school or outside school activities or clubs
are you involved in?
A: Drama club is my only club
Q: What has been your greatest accomplishment?
A: Becoming a homecoming princess of course.
Either that or beating Kingdom Hearts 2 on Proud
Mode.

Q: What is something that not a lot of people know about you?
A: “I’m actually a little shy.”
Q: What are three goals you want to accomplish by the end of this year?
A: “Graduate, softball to districts at least, and have a jerk off
with Larson Voltron Leaty, and win!”
Q: Where do you see yourself in 2015?
A: “Graduating College and starting my life in NYC.”
Q: Who is the most supportive person in your life, why?
A: “My mom because she’s always there when I fall to pick me up.”

Grand theft poultry

by Riley Fraser
Staff Reporter

Taking a “peck” into one of schools’ most beloved traditions

Pop star Miley Cyrus once admitted to stealing chickens from a California farm. Here at Lake Stevens
High School, that’s nothing special;
our seniors have been doing it for
nearly forty years. In 1969, Lake Stevens senior Steve Tomlinson and a
few adventurous classmates, stole
the 7-foot fiberglass chicken from
the top of the original Chicken DriveIn, located at the site of the present
day Walgreen’s. The original heist
was part of a prank directed towards
the Drive-In owner, Jean Kiniry. Ever
since that time, countless senior
classes have celebrated either homecoming or graduation by filching the
massive fowl and relocating it somewhere in the Lake Stevens community.
“We were just in the mood; getting ready to graduate,” explained
Tomlinson, who currently resides in
Lake Stevens. “It wasn’t as a specific
graduation prank; it was just around
graduation time, around April or May.”
Tomlinson was hanging out with
his friends Bernie Palmer, Rick Finkbonner, Scott Wolf and Scott’s, “cousin
Joe” one night, when they decided to
put their plan into action. Tomlinson
explained that, “In those days we used
to hang out at the ice machine [by the
present day Safeway at Frontier Village]
and we all had our cars hidden there.”
Then, late at night and in dense fog,
they crossed the then two lane Highway 9 to get to the Chicken Drive-In.
Steve, Scott, Bernie and Rick got
up onto the roof of the Drive-In
and unsecured the chicken; Cousin
Joe was waiting below, calling up
for them to throw it to him. They
did, and “It knocked him flat on his
back in a puddle of water, with the
chicken pinned on top of him,” remembered Tomlinson with a laugh.
“So from there we were running
down the road with the chicken in a
really dense fog,” said Tomlinson. The
fog acted as a perfect cover; the cul-

Pictured from top to bottom: Bernie Pamler, Steve Tomlinson and Rick
Finkbonner with their prize that started one of the most well known
traditions in Lake Stevens
Photo Courtesy of Cyndi Fraser
prits could only see about 50 feet in
front of them. The closest they came
to being caught was when, “A couple
of cars came by and we kind of left the
chicken by the side of the road and
jumped in a ditch. I’m not sure how
we thought we were hiding anything.”
The group eventually made it
back to the ice machine. They loaded
their prize into the back of Steve’s
car and drove it around the lake.
“By the time we’d driven it around
the lake, we had gathered up five or six
others, and snuck into my dad’s driveway at 2:30 in the morning,” said Tomlinson. “My dad didn’t care much about
it, but my mom was getting all twisted
up. I can still hear her yelling at my dad.”
“We had been teasing Ms. Kiniry
for months that we were going to
steal [the chicken],” recollected Tom-

linson. “So we eventually had to give
it back, because she knew where
it was. But it had an adventurous
life in the week or two that I had it.”
Tomlinson kept the renegade chicken on a platform in his cherry tree for
awhile, and then moved it to the rooftop of his neighbor and Lake Stevens
High School teacher, Mr. Whitsell.
They then hid it between the hedges
of Mr. Morgan’s house, another teacher, before finally returning the chicken
to its rightful spot atop the Drive-In.
Tomlinson confessed that he didn’t
know he had started a tradition. “We
stole it in ‘69 and then it didn’t get stolen again until ‘76. And then it was stolen by Todd Agostinelli, Greg Buttke,
Craig Suhadolnik and Paul Magnuson.”
Gregg Buttke fondly remembers
the summer of ‘75, when he and Craig

Suhadolnik decided that, as a graduation prank, they would have a repeat
of the chicken stealing. So on New
Year’s Eve of 1975, foggy as it was
seven years earlier, Buttke and his cohorts drove to the Drive-In, placed the
chicken into Agostinelli’s truck, and
drove it to a barn behind Agostinelli’s
house. A big difference between this
heist and the earlier one was that they
managed to keep it a secret for almost
six months, until 3:30 a.m. on June
6th, 1976, the day before graduation.
“We washed it, waxed it and dropped
it off in a corner by the old library with
a ladder,” explained Buttke. “Chris and
I got on the roof, and Paul and Todd
stayed, and we tossed a ski rope down
below, and latched it to the flagpole.
I don’t think many people even noticed it for awhile! After we attached
the chicken to the flagpole, looking
at the sun come up over Mt Pilchuck,
we let out a howl and the surrounding dogs howled back,” added Buttke.
Tomlinson rendezvoused with his
feathered hostage years later, when
classmate Steve Van Volkenburg, captured the chicken again and brought it
to their ten-year high school reunion,
where “69” was written in black on
the chicken’s bright yellow eyes. The
chicken also showed up in Agostinelli’s backyard for the class of 1976’s
ten year reunion. “I actually thought
about stealing it from his house,”
Tomlinson laughed, “but I didn’t.”
In the spring of 2007, Lake Stevens’ alumni Trisha Akerlund opened
a new version of the Chicken DriveIn in downtown Lake Stevens (the
original closed down in 1995). Akerlund imported a fiberglass copy
of the chicken and kept it right out
front until the city refused to grant
a permit for the chicken in 2008.
Now, the original chicken is hiding
somewhere in Lake Stevens, waiting
for the opportunity to fly the coop
once again with the class of 2011.

