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La Niña occurs for the fi rst time since 1973
Gear up for more rain, snow, sleet and hail 

by Hailey Nobach
Staff Reporter

This year’s winter weather pre-
dictions have many people on their 
toes. 

The storms caused a wide range of 
power outages on Monday, Novem-
ber 15th. Lake Stevens High School 
did not yet have power when school 
started. However, that didn’t prevent 
all teachers from teaching.  Mrs. Aubul 
taught a lab in the dark with the light 
of her Bunsen burners, and Mr. Alder-
son held class in the 400 hallway. 

On November 22, 2010, the first 
flurries of snow were seen on cam-
pus, and students bundled up to fight 
off  the cold temperatures. 

La Niña is to blame for this cata-
clysm. La Niña is the cooling temper-
ature in the Pacific Ocean and began 
developing in August 2010. It causes 
winter weather to be more intense by 
changing the strength and direction 
of the winds and shifting air pressure 
and the pattern of rainfall.

Top: Mr. Alderson’s class tries to study in 
the dark. Bott om: View of 99th Street on 
November 22nd.

Photos by Courtney Jardin

Over the last two 
years the state of Cali-
fornia took polls on 
whether marijuana 
should be legalized or 
not. The majority of 
the state citizens were 
in favor of legalizing 
marijuana. It wasn’t 
until November 2, 
2010, that things 
changed. The state 
of California came 
up with Proposition 
19, which was a bal-
lot initiative concern-
ing the legalization of 
marijuana. This prop-
osition would have 
allowed the state to 
collect fees and tax for 
cannabis.

If the bill had 
passed, marijuana 
would be legalized in 
the state of California.

Adults 21 years and 
older would be able 
to possess up to 28.5 

grams (1oz.) of canna-
bis for their personal 
use. Another thing 
that would occur if 
Proposition 19 was to 
pass is the permission 
to grow cannabis in a 
private residence in a 
space up to 25 square 
feet. Other permis-
sions that people 
would have includes 
the ability to sell mar-
ijuana and transport 
marijuana to any-
where in the state, 
with the approved li-
cense.

Marijuana would 
be treated with the 
same enforcements 
as alcohol, no driving 
under the influence of 
marijuana and it can’t 
be sold to minors or 
else there would be 
serious criminal prob-
lems. 

On November 10, 

2010, the proposition 
was defeated, with 54 
percent saying “No” 
and 46 percent say-
ing “Yes”. Even though 
many said “No,” it’s 
surprising how many 
said “Yes.”

“If I was living in 
California and could 
have voted, I would 
have voted yes, be-
cause if people over 
21 want to smoke and 
not make smart deci-
sions then let them,” 
said sophomore Ma-
son Nicol.

This doesn’t mean 
people won’t continue 
to push for marijuana 
being legalized. Ac-
cording to ABC News, 
supporters said they 
are going to mount 
another legalization 
campaign in 2012; 
they won’t stop till it’s 
approved.

Proposition 19 fails to pass in California by Jennifer Rojas
Staff  ReporterVoting outcome doesn’t match California’s opinion

Keeping Connected
News around the world:

-Co-founder of Facebook starts new program to help others: Users 
can join Jumo.com through Facebook.com and it will connect users to issues 
and charities they are passionate about.  (news.google.com)

-Dog electrocuted in Seattle: The German shorthair pointer was electro-
cuted when he stepped on a metal plate next to a street lamp in a Queen 
Anne, WA neighborhood. The 68-pound dog died a short while later.  (www.
seattletime.nwsource.com)

-Monroe prisoners begin yoga: “Yoga Behind Bars” teaches exercise and 
meditation techniques to try increase relaxation for the prisoners. (www.
hearldnet.com)

-Google plans to launch new Ebooks site: Later this month Google plans 
to launch a website where users will have the ability to read books online 
from any browser. (www.pcmag.com)

-39 year-old Seattle man going to jail: After shooting a 17 year-old in an 
Arby’s in Kent Edward Earl Cobb the man will go to jail for 1st degree mur-
der connected to gang activity. (www.seattletime.nwsource.com)

-New test allows the age of a person to be determined simply through 
blood samples: New research now allows the age of  a person to be �igured 
through testing. The test could lead to breakthroughs for many cold cases. 
(www.newscientist.com)

Lake Stevens High 
School is known for 
many things: school 
spirit, a great wrestling 
team and hard working 
students. All the work 
Lake Stevens High 
School students have 
put forth has finally 
paid off .

Lake Stevens High 
School is one of the few 
schools in Washington 
to be acknowledged as 
a School of Distinction. 

Lake Stevens High 
School’s Principal Ken 
Collins said, “It’s grati-
fying to know that our 
improvement plans are 
working, and I’m proud 
of the work of our stu-
dents and teachers.”

To become a School 
of Distinction, schools 
need to be one of the 
five percent highest 
improving schools.

In the 2009-2010 
school year, Lake Ste-
vens Sophomores av-
erages exceeded the 
state average in every 
section of the HSPE.

Of the 94 schools 
that are selected for 
this honor each year, 
52 are elementary 
schools, 22 are middle 
schools and 20 are high 
schools.

The components tak-
en into consideration 
to receive the award 
are improvement in 
math and reading over 
the course of five years, 
2005-2010.

The intention behind 
the award is to “recog-
nize growth across the 
spectrum of perfor-
mance,” acknowledging 
the fact schools start 
at diff erent places and 
that each school faces 

various challenges.
To maintain fairness, 

the only data that the 
Center for Educational 
Eff ectiveness (CEE) 
uses, who bestows the 
award, is easily acces-
sible data that the pub-
lic can review.

In order for a school 
to be considered for 
the award, it must meet 
standards in reading 
and math scores.

Last spring, 89.3 per-
cent Lake Stevens High 
School 2010 sopho-
mores met or exceeded 
expectations.

If Lake Stevens High 
School continues on 
this path of excellence, 
we will join the 25 
Washington schools 
that were awarded, 
this year, the School of 
Distinction for a sec-
ond time.

Lake Stevens High School’s hard work pays off 
by Avery Cavazos

A&E EditorSchool of Distinction Award is celebrated

From left  to right: Sue Mills, Principal Ken Collins, Maggie Richards, Denise Sontra, Darrick 
Hayman, Associate Principal Monica Bauer, Diana Gilsinger receive the School of Disti ncti on 
award at the ceremony held November 30, 2010.

Photo courtesy of Dawn Hanson



Congratulations Lady Vikings! Members of the Girls Varsity Swim team including junior Han-
nah Aikman, junior Madeline Summers, freshman Felicity Speirs, junior Lindsay Vanderhoff and 
junior Kelsey Fallstrom. Summers broke the school record in the 100 yard backstroke.  

The battle of interactive gaming

The Nintendo Wii has been around 
about two years now, and when it first 
arrived it swept the world. However, 
Microsoft’s Xbox 360 has a new idea 
that’s flying off shelves.

In order for the Wii to sense move-
ment, players must strap the remote 
to their wrists while playing. However 
this also tends to lead to shortcuts, 
such as sitting on the couch and flip-
ping a wrist in order to pitch a base-
ball. This is not how the game was 
intended to be played. When Wii was 
first being advertised, it was supposed 
to provide active, healthy video games, 
a way to get the whole family off the 
sofa for bonding time. 

The new Kinect uses webcam-type 
software to sense body movement in-
stead of the movement of a controller. 
This way players are forced to stand 
up and be actively involved in the 
games. 

On the Wii players can create their 
own character called a Mii. When cre-
ating a Mii there isn’t a lot of creative 
graphics or many options clothing 
wise. But there are many choices for 
facial features.

“I love making funny people,” said 
junior Kylie Hall.

On the Kinect, gamers can also 
make their own characters. Much 
like creating an avatar for a personal 
Xbox account, the personalized char-
acters on the Kinect have many more 
detailed graphics and options, such as 
clothing, jewelry, etc.

Both the Kinect and the Wii of-
fer sports based games. Kinect Sports 
has accomplished setting itself apart 
from Wii by adding new sports such 

as volleyball, soccer and track and 
field. While the Wii is a classic fam-
ily friendly game, the Kinect presents 
more challenges and better graphics. 

Another aspect the Wii and the 
Kinect share is their fitness program. 
With the Wii Fit players must always 
be touching some part of the balance 
board, which can sometimes be pain-
ful. The balance board is not very soft, 
and when putting all your weight on 
your hands while doing yoga, it can 
feel a little harsh. 

With the Kinect fitness program 
called Fitness Evolved players won’t 
need a balance board. The webcam 
software will automatically sense 
movements and provide helpful feed-
back, such as raising an arm, or arch-
ing the back a little less.  

Then there are the dance competi-
tion programs. Just Dance for the Wii 
received terrible reviews when it first 
came out, but that didn’t keep the 
game from flying off the shelves. Just 
Dance is a very simple game, without 
a lot of graphics. 

Kinect’s dance program called 
Dance Central will feature Guitar Hero 
like graphics, and will be a little more 
complex. I personally tried out the Ki-
nect Dance Central, and it kicked my 
butt.  

Choosing between Nintendo and 
Microsoft is not a tough choice. It all 
depends on what type of gaming you’re 
into. If you prefer laid back games, 
that everyone will enjoy it is obvious 
that you may like the Wii. However if 
you like more challenging games with 
much more intricate details, you will 
prefer the Kinect. 

A review: Should we Kinect 
or should we Wii?

by Samantha Wade

News Editor

by Paige Whitney
Staff Reporter

Photo courtesy of Coach Sarah Summers

Winter sports officially started No-
vember 15th.  This season includes 
girls’ and boys’ basketball, boys’ swim-
ming and wrestling.

“I love football season but I have 
been really excited for winter sports.  I 
love going to the basketball games.  And 
I have never been to a swim meet be-
fore, but I think it would be fun to go,” 
said senior Elizabeth Bohlin.

Something new happening at our 
school is that our wrestling team may 
possibly be featured on an MTV series.  
The wrestling team has won state in 
the past and hopes to win again.  

“We have won state a total of seven 
times.  Last year broke our three year 
streak.  We hope to win state, and I 
think we will if everyone works hard,” 
said junior Michael McEntire.

There are also high hopes for all 
sports this year.  Last year, both the 
boys and girls basketball teams went to 
state.

“I think we are going to do really 

well this year because our defense is 
better and our team has been work-
ing together really well,” said senior 
Corinne Burke. Burke is on the varsity 
basketball team  and everyone agrees 
that their teamwork has improved.

“Our defense is definitely better,” 
said junior Abigail Molstre.  “We want 
to go to state, and we hope to place. “

It is no secret that the girls’ swim 
team did extremely well in the  fall sea-
son.  Since the girls went to state the 
boys will have the same high expecta-
tions.

“They are going to do well,” said ju-
nior swimmer Kelsey Fallstrom about 
the basketball team. “They lost some 
really fast people last year, but I think 
they’ll do well if they train really hard.”

Basketball is a popular super fanning 
sport at the school.  Students never fail 
to show up sporting purple and gold.  
Students are encouraged to continue to 
super fan and support the Lake Stevens 
teams.  

Winter sports season begins

3sports



The Valhalla’s

Fourth Annual

Father Daughter 
Dance

In the LSHS cafeteria
$15 per couple

 $5 for each 
additional daughter

January 8th, 2011 6 p.m.-9 p.m.
for princesses ages 3-11 and 
their knights in shining armor
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Many people want to meet a celebrity, be-
come a soldier for a day or go on a trip some-
where around the world as their dying wish. 
Two years ago when 11 year-old Brenden Fos-
ter, from Lynnwood, WA was faced with decid-
ing what he wanted before he died, his answer 
was simple.

 “I saw this big [group] of homeless people 
and then I thought I should help them,” Brenden 
said according to a 2008 interview with CNN.

Foster was diagnosed with leukemia in De-
cember 2007, and in November 2008 he told his 
sister that he was passing an area on the way 
back from receiving treatment and he thought, 
“I should just get them something.”

His mother, Wendy Foster said, “He’s always 
thought about the better of others, wanting to 
help others.  He’s never complained about hav-
ing to go through this. Ever.”

Foster couldn’t feed the homeless himself, so 
KOMO 4 News gathered people from around the 
community to make sandwiches to feed them.  
People from all around the community came to 
make 200 sandwiches.

Jennifer Morrison, a volunteer from the origi-
nal group, said, “We’re making 200 sandwiches. 
Half ham and cheese, half peanut butter and 
jelly.  He said he didn’t want to do just all peanut 
butter and jelly because what if someone was 

allergic to peanut butter?”
His inspiring story didn’t just touch the hearts 

of locals but enthused people all around the 
country and even globally to donate to a great 
cause started by a selfless little boy.

It’s been two years since Brenden’s death, 
and his cause is still going strong, lead by his 
mother and the Emerald City Lights Bike Ride.

“How [Brenden] had that foresight, and how 
we continue to bring the community together to 
help,” said Wendy Foster, “I’m speechless with 
how amazing it is.” 

According to KATU.com, Patricia Hansen from 
Emerald City Lights said, “It’s huge; it is so huge. 
When we actually pass out the sandwiches, the 
homeless know him.”

Emerald City Lights said that they hope to do 
it more often if they receive more donations, 
and they will continue the yearly tradition as a 
tribute to Brenden, the boy with a wholesome 
heart and a touching story. 

If you would like to donate or find more in-
formation go online to the Problem Solvers 
donation page (http://www.komonews.com/
news/problemsolvers) and click “Brenden Fos-
ter Food Drive.”

If you’d like to donate to the family, donations 
can be made “Brenden Foster Cancer Fund” at 
any Washington Mutual Bank branch.

An eleven year-old’s dream continues to bring change to the world
Brenden Foster begins food drive tradition

by Avery Cavazos

A&E Editor

10. Play Nazi-zombies
9. Build blanket forts
8. Stare out the window while eating leftovers
7. Play Scrabble with only snow-related words
6. Build snow tunnels that connect to Best Buy
5. Prank call the pizza guy
4. Crank the Dub-step
3. Create “scream-o” versions of Christmas carols
2. Create a pet snowball
1. Alert the universe it is snowing by updating 
your Facebook fi fteen times a day

Top Ten 
Things to do when you are snowed in:

“[We celebrate] birthdays of 
Gurus in the Sikh religion.”

- junior Navpreet Kaur

“[I like] sleeping in.”
senior Joshua Kelly

A few traditions you may not have heard of... 
Students from our school share their holiday traditions

“We go out for breakfast on Christmas.” 
- sophomore Caitlyn Chandler

LSHS Annual Adopt-a-Family Food Drive!
And don’t forget about the Giving Tree!

Both are great ways to help out local families and get those last minute com-
munity service hours for graduation requirements! For every 10 cans, you get 
one hour of community service (max. 50 cans), and for each present brought 
in, you receive four hours of community service (max. of two gifts). So, raid your 
pantries, sign up for Blitz Nights or go collect cans at a grocery store and help 
us reach our goal of 30,000 food items! 

Junior Erika Juarez celebrates Christmas every year 
with her family and friends. Her family though, unlike 
other families celebrating Christmas, celebrates it in a 
unique fashion. 

On Christmas Eve all her family comes over to her 
house, and they usually bring a special dish to share 
with each other. Some years they eat tamales and on 
others they have pozole, a Mexican soup. Since her fam-
ily is really big, they can’t always buy presents for ev-
eryone; that’s why they do a present exchange.

“We write everyone’s name on a piece of paper, put 
it in a box, then each person picks out a paper and the 

A diff erent way to enjoy winter break
LSHS student shares her way to celebrate the holidays

“[We have] a New Year’s Eve party.” 
-junior Blake Lamberty

All proceeds benefi t the Valhalla
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During this time of the year, the sun 
sets at an ungodly hour leaving the world 
in darkness. Nevertheless, people enjoy 
lighting up the night on their own terms. 

It is the holiday season again and people 
are decking the halls with boughs of holly. 
My favorite part of the holidays is when 
everyone’s houses are all jazzed up with 
lights and Christmas décor. However there 
are some decorations that I cannot stand.

First off , I am not a fan of flashing Christ-
mas lights. They are obnoxious and ridicu-
lous! 

And inflatables are just down right 
wrong. The blow-up snow globes are big 
and annoying. They get in the way of ev-
erything. They are so big that they obstruct 
the view of the house and are undesirable. 

And half the time they get so dirty that I 
can’t even see what is inside.  

But the worst thing that someone can 
do is have too much of everything! Often 
times, people put up too many lights that 
it’s blinding. I don’t want to be kept up 
during the night by my neighbor’s lights.

Also, a Nativity scene will pop up from 
time to time. Eventually there will be that 

one person who mixes every Christmas 
theme together. They will have a baby Je-
sus with a cross set up, and out of nowhere  
there will be Santa and his reindeer in the 
same yard. If you are going to set up Santa 
or Jesus, stick with one or the other.

Furthermore, when the Christmas tree 
gets bombarded by ornaments, it looks 
terrible! A cluttered Christmas tree is an 
unhappy Christmas tree. The branches 
sag with the weight of your favorite 500 
ornaments that are older than dirt. When 
the tree is drenched in little trinkets to 
the point where it looks like a pile of junk 
rather than a tree, you’ve gone too far. 

Now the one thing that I do not under-
stand is stringing popcorn around the 
tree. What’s the point? Are you really that 
tacky? How do you even go about doing 
that? And adding cranberries to the string 
of popcorn is even worse. I don’t under-
stand how that is even in the same realm 
of Christmas. 

To be saved from the embarrassment of 
being the tacky house in the neighborhood, 
when going to help your parents put up the 
lights ask yourself, “Is it too much?”  

The good, the bad and the ugly
The terrors of holiday décor by Tatum McLeod

Staff Reporter

“[We celebrate] birthdays of 
Gurus in the Sikh religion.”

- junior Navpreet Kaur

“Act out the Nativity [scene]
 on Christmas Eve.”

- junior Megan Pryor

“[I like] sleeping in.”
senior Joshua Kelly

A few traditions you may not have heard of... 
Students from our school share their holiday traditions

“We go out for breakfast on Christmas.” 
- sophomore Caitlyn Chandler

“On Christmas Day, we eat Chinese 
food and watch movies all day.”

- senior Aaron Fine

 Saturday December 11th from 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m. the Relay for Life team “Gaga for the 
Cure” will be hosting Santa pictures for you and 
your family at the Lake Stevens Boy’s and Girl’s 
Club. Pictures are $5.00 and donations are 
greatly appreciated. 

Money raised will benefi t LSHS’s own Relay for 
Life team “Gaga for the Cure” to help them con-
tinue raise money and spirits in remembrance of 
loved ones who’ve lost their lives to cancer.

“Gaga for the Cure”
Relay for Life hosting local Santa pictures

LSHS Annual Adopt-a-Family Food Drive!
And don’t forget about the Giving Tree!

Both are great ways to help out local families and get those last minute com-
munity service hours for graduation requirements! For every 10 cans, you get 
one hour of community service (max. 50 cans), and for each present brought 
in, you receive four hours of community service (max. of two gifts). So, raid your 
pantries, sign up for Blitz Nights or go collect cans at a grocery store and help 
us reach our goal of 30,000 food items! 

Junior Erika Juarez celebrates Christmas every year 
with her family and friends. Her family though, unlike 
other families celebrating Christmas, celebrates it in a 
unique fashion. 

On Christmas Eve all her family comes over to her 
house, and they usually bring a special dish to share 
with each other. Some years they eat tamales and on 
others they have pozole, a Mexican soup. Since her fam-
ily is really big, they can’t always buy presents for ev-
eryone; that’s why they do a present exchange.

“We write everyone’s name on a piece of paper, put 
it in a box, then each person picks out a paper and the 

name that they get is the name of the person who they 
will have to get a present for. We usually do this a month 
before Christmas,” said Juarez.

They spend the whole day together sharing stories 
and memories with each other.

“Many people tell me that they open presents in the 
morning, but not us we open them at midnight because 
that is the time that “el niño Jesus” arrives,” said Juar-
ez.

Everyone celebrates Christmas diff erently, but in the 
end, “Christmas is all about spending it with your loved 
ones,” said Juarez.

by Jennifer Rojas
Staff ReporterA diff erent way to enjoy winter break

LSHS student shares her way to celebrate the holidays

“[Things for] winter en-
tertainment, like sledding, 

skiing, skating and 
snowboarding!”

-junior Alisa Sycheva

“[We have] a New Year’s Eve party.” 
-junior Blake Lamberty

Holiday decorati ons light up many homes around Lake Stevens. Yard ornaments 
including candy canes and snowmen are popular items. 

Photo by Veronica Walker
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It’s no se-
cret that public 
schools in Wash-
ington have 

been suff er-
ing lately. The 
state budget 
for education 

is already insufficient, with the 
state investing $1,000 less per 
student than the national aver-
age. Student programs such as 
band, theater, sport teams and 
summer schools have been cut 
or reduced in many school dis-
tricts to keep up with the state 
budget cuts. 

Here at Lake Stevens, if 
there isn’t proper educational 
reform, we might lose Acoustic 
Guitar, a favorite class of many 
of our more musically inclined 
students. Class sizes in many 
of the school districts have 
been growing exponentially, 
and because a large number 
of teachers are being laid off , 
Washington State’s student-
to-teacher ratio is almost 18:1, 
ranking 26th out of 50 states.

In short, Washington’s edu-
cational system needs help, 
and fast. This past election 
season introduced a possible 
solution to this dilemma. Ini-
tiative 1098 would have pro-
vided two billion dollars for 
education and health care, cut 
state property taxes by 20 per-

cent and placed a higher tax on 
the richest 2 percent of Ameri-
can citizens.

Unfortunately, this Initiative 
was overwhelmingly defeated. 
Washington voters made it 
clear what they really wanted: 
cheaper candy, soda pop and 
water.

On November 10th, Election 
Day, it was announced that the 
public voted against Initiative 
1098, while supporting Ini-
tiative 1107 (the decision to 
repeal a tax on candy, bottled 
water, and soda pop). 

Public schools throughout 
the nation, as well as other 
vital social services, receive a 
large portion of their funding 
from collected taxes. Because 
the thought of adding another 
few cents to a Milky Way bar 
was so unthinkable, the voters 
have eff ectively kicked the sys-
tem while it’s down, reducing 
even more of its miniscule bud-
get. On top of that, the richest 
2 percent of American citizens 
are not being taxed as much as 
they should even though they 
are more than well-equipped 
to pay extra. Both of these 
poor voter decisions will lead 
Washington State down an 
even darker road financially.

Why has it gotten to the point 
where the ideals of the voters 
in our state are so shallow and 

narrow-minded? I highly doubt 
that a cheap Snickers bar is a 
more important matter than 
improving learning conditions 
in our state schools. Maybe 
more expensive candy is what 
this nation needs, in order to 
discourage overeating and 
address the growing obesity 
problem; we could have tack-
led both education and health-
care at the same time.

Initiative vote threatens educational funds
Voters decided to lower the tax on candy and voted against raising funds for schools

Wonderland 
transforms from 
a place to a state 
of mind in this 
year’s fall play.  In 

the original film, 
Alice is an in-
nocent girl who 
gets lost in a 
mystical land.  

However, in the Drama Club’s produc-
tion of Alice in Wonderland Alice is a 
feisty youngster lost in her own mind.  
As she travels through Wonderland, 
she has to work on controlling her 
temper, which proves a difficult task.

I give the director, cast and crew 
great props for taking on this play.  
This particular story has many diff er-

ent elements and twists that can be 
confusing.  The actors did a great job 
of getting into character and bringing 
this fantasy to reality.

“The actors really connected with 
the audience.  The crowd laughed and 
seemed entertained,” said senior and 
crew member, Kimberly Christman.

Overall, the play was indeed enter-
taining. However, there were some 
times when the production dragged.  
An example was at the beginning of 
the play when the stage was black and 
all that was heard was a clock ticking.  
The idea was a good one, but the clock 
ticked for what seemed like forever.  
Shortening the scene would have made 
it a high-quality attention getter.

“Personally, I didn’t like the clock 

ticking at the beginning.  It went too 
long,” said sophomore Jessie Warner, 
who played the Moc Turtle.

On the flip side, there were many 
incredible scenes.  The best scene, by 
far, was when Alice read the poem, 
“Jabberwocky,” and all the characters 
joined in.  The whole cast was in uni-
son, and I was thoroughly impressed.  
Another was when Tweedle Dee and 
Tweedle Dum told the story of the 
Walrus and the Carpenter.  The story 
was quite amusing, and the twin girls 
were hilarious.  

Another twist that the play added to 
Alice in Wonderland was the personal-
ities of certain characters.  Originally, 
Alice is quite oblivious, yet in the play 
Alice is aware of her surroundings and 

is portrayed as intelligent.  Person-
ally, I liked this change.  It gave Alice 
a more realistic personality and made 
her a more interesting character.  

Another example of a new spin on 
the characher was the White Rabbit.  
In the play, instead of being a jittery, 
nervous rabbit, he was formal and had 
an arrogance about him.  Even though 
the actor did a great job with the char-
acter, I missed the White Rabbit jump-
ing around shouting, “I’m late! I’m late, 
for a very important date!”

“The White Rabbit has always been 
my favorite character, and I was kind 
of disappointed that he had a diff erent 
character in the play,” said junior Jac-
queline Barnes.

The cast spent countless hours re-
hearsing lines for this event.  I was 
not aware when I viewed the play, but 
I heard from some participants that 
some lines were forgotten.  However, 
this was not made noticeable to the 
audience.  The cast was able to im-
provise and used their acting skills to 
cover up the small mistakes.  

“We did forget our lines on a few 
occasions, but we always recovered,” 
said junior Eric Zanoni, who played 
Humpty Dumpty.

All in all, the play was a huge suc-
cess.  All the characters were en-
tertaining and believable.  Not to 
mention, the set and costumes were 
phenomenal.  I can’t even imagine the 
eff ort it takes to put on such a produc-
tion, I congratulate everyone who was 
involved.

Alice in Wonderland shines in a pleasant new light
The Lake Stevens community enjoys the school’s fall play, despite the unique script

by Paige Whitney
Staff Reporter

by Riley Fraser
Staff Reporter
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the Valhalla

I was at a friend’s house one afternoon, 
and I found myself snooping in her book-
shelf. Here, I spotted a book titled Fascinat-
ing Womanhood. Naturally being a woman, 
and interested in what could be so fascinat-
ing, I picked up the book. I flipped to the 
back, and my eyes caught on a list. The list 
was titled “Ways to reach a feminine man-
ner.” I about choked when it told me not to 
laugh loudly and listed other mannerisms 
to perfect a womanly persona. Anyone who 
knows me knows my laugh has been com-
pared to a hyena. I wish I could control the 
way my laugh sounds, but I have come to 
terms with my giddy, obnoxious laugh and 
am proud of it. How dare a book tell me 
that I need to change my laugh to be the 
“perfect” woman? 

 Now, I am not a feminist by any means, 
but this book made me want to go yell from 
the rooftops about some serious woman 
power. 

Women and men should be equal, and it 
is books like this that keep women’s aver-
age pay lower than that of men’s. Women 
are not only the gender that births chil-
dren; they are often credited as the home-
makers of the nation. It is surprising to me 
that in an age where women are going be-
yond the old ideas of housewives and be-
coming CEO’s of major companies around 
the world there are still those who think 
of women as the weaker sex. I hope that as 
the older generation is replaced with our 
newer and more open-minded generation, 
we see more equal rights between wom-
en and men. Why should one gender be 
thought of as greater than the other when 
both of them are simply very sophisticated 
organisms with opposable thumbs? 

Hello Vikings,

The Croquet Scene (above) and Tea Party 
scene (right) were crowd favorites in this 
years fall play Alice in Wonderland.

Photos courtesy of: Anne Julson

-Editor-in-Chief
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The Walking Dead come alive
by Tatum McLeod 

Staff Reporter

The zombie apocalypse is now 
happening every Sunday at 10 p.m. 
American Movie Channel (AMC) 
has released a new TV show about 
people surviving in the apocalyp-
tic world. 

The Walking Dead premiered on 
Halloween night, and has won the 
hearts of many students here at 
Lake Stevens High School.

“It is the only zombie show 
around and it gets a good grip on 
what the real thing will be like. And 
it lets people like Leigha Staffen-
hagen, know what they are in for,” 
said junior Steven Schneider. 

The Walking Dead spares no de-
tail on the blood and guts involved. 
It proves to be a very realistic zom-
bie show. 

“Let’s talk about great effects. 
I have never seen such amazing 
gore! So realistic! I can’t even ex-
plain the madness of it,” said se-
nior Natasha Dennis. 

The characters in the show are 
very authentic and heartfelt. 

“[I like] Glenn because he saved 
Rick even though he had to risk 
his life to do it,” said junior Kelsey 
Fallstrom.

The characters feel real.
“The people think. They run on 

emotion and brains!” said Fall-
strom.

The first season is unfortunate-
ly short and the first few episodes 
are quite slow, but it provides ex-
cellent character development 
along with exquisite plot growth

The Walking Dead really knows 
how to induce dread by making 
the viewer wonder what is lurking 
around the corner. 

“I like it because there are so 
many twists that keep me coming 
back every week.” said Fallstrom.  

If someone’s idea of a fun Friday 
night is wondering when a mem-
ber of the undead is going to jump 
out from behind a bush, then they 
will probably eat up The Walking 
Dead like a zombie scarfing intes-
tines. 

Harry Potter and The Deathly Hallows leaves audiences spellbound

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part One 
premiered at midnight on Friday, November 19th, 
and fans everywhere were blown away. Despite 
a few discrepancies from the book, Harry Pot-
ter and the Deathly Hallows was very well done. 
Though not all viewers appreciate the film,  die-
hard Harry Potter fans found the movie both en-
tertaining and moving. 

One instance in which the movie differed from 
the book was that it failed to inform the viewer 
that Lupin and Tonks were married, which is 
definitely important to the story line. Another 
dissimilarity is when Lupin leaves Tonks alone 
to go with Harry to Grimauld Place, and Harry 
becomes very angry at him, ending in a rather 
upsetting fight which is excluded from the mov-
ie. Perhaps the most upsetting divergence from 
the book was the exclusion of Dumbledore’s sto-
ry. While this may appear in part two, it should 
have been in part one and is essential to the 
plot.

One of the things that made Harry Potter and 
the Deathly Hallows great was Daniel Radcliffe’s 
performance. 

“When I saw the sixth film, I was so, so unhap-
py with my own performance in it. That knocked 
me back a bit…I think, when it came to seven that 

was the kick in the behind that I needed to spur 
me on to make seven the best,” said Radcliffe in 
an interview with Sheknows Entertainment. 

The effort Radcliffe put into this installment 
definitely shows, and students at Lake Stevens 
High School  are generally pleased with the film.

“[Daniel Radcliffe] was awesome. You can tell 
that he knows Harry Potter as a character. He re-
acts just like Harry would have in the book. It 
was great. A mix between classic Harry Potter, 
and a new adventurous one. Definitely the best 
movie yet,” said junior Russell Hannigan. 

Though most all feedback was positive, there 
were a few people who disliked the film.

“[There was] too much exposition. Though I 
can see why considering the amount of content 
needed from the book. Part two should provide 
the contrast needed to make Harry Potter’s final 
film a rousing success,” said senior Jake Billett. 

Even though some did not enjoy Harry Potter 
and the Deathly Hallows, the numbers do not lie. 
Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows is current-
ly the number one movie in the world, grossing 
$113.2 million to date in the United States and 
Canada alone.

by Benny Saack
Staff ReporterfPart one of the finale is a great show for wizards and Muggles alike

The first book, The Girl with 
the Dragon Tattoo, of the Stieg 
Larsson series starts with Har-
riet Vanger and her mysterious 
disappearance over forty years 
ago and her aging, rich uncle 
who is determined to uncover 
her murderer.

As the uncle’s last attempt, 
he hires journalist Mikael Blom-
kvist, who is in the middle of a 
crisis of being cornered by a libel 
conviction, to dig around. Blom-
kvist starts off finding the proj-
ect stupid and pointless, but he 
eventually uncovers more and 
more clues as the time passes.

While he is continuing to 
work on revealing the truth, he 
hires Lisabeth Salander to help 
him, but she is coming up with 
her own mischief.  Salander 
has been a troubled girl since 
an early age and now is consid-
ered “incompetent” and is in the 
care of the guardian. Palmgren, 
her original guardian, suffered 
a heart attack leaving Salander 
with Nils Bjurman, who hap-
pens to be a sadist. However, Sa-

lander knows how to hold her 
own and not let people control 
her. She makes sure Bjurman 
will never touch her again by 
blackmailing him with some-
thing that will ruin him if the 
public found out.

 The end leaves readers want-
ing to read the next book, The 
Girl Who Played with Fire.  In the 
second book of the series, Sa-
lander becomes the heart of the 
story. She returns to her home, 
after disappearing for a year 
and gets herself in a mess that 
she will have trouble getting out 
of. She is tried in court for three 
different murders.

When everything starts clear-
ing up, Salander is only starts 
more trouble, and the last and 
final book, The Girl Who Kicked 
the Hornets’ Nest, starts with 
her in the hospital fighting for 
her life, a life that she might not 
want to fight for. She battles for 
her sanity, plots against the peo-
ple who are out to get her, and 
like always, tries to survive with 
the help of nobody.

by Hailey Nobach

Staff ReporterA summary of Stieg Larsson’s Trilogy

Stieg Larsson’s trilogy: The Girl Who Played with Fire, 
The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo and The Girl Who Kicked 
Hornet’s Nest

Photo by Courtney McGraw

New series everyone should watch

The symbol of the Deathly Hallows: the triangle rep-
resents the invisibility cloak; the circle stands for the 
Resurrection Stone; and the line down the middle sym-
bolizes the Elder Wand.

Photo courtesy of creativecommons.org
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LSHS puts up a fight in Battle of the Bands
KZOK hosts a local school band competition by Riley Fraser

Staff Reporter

It’s pretty clear that 
cell phone use during 
class is frowned upon 
by the staff at LSHS; 
anyone caught texting 
in class has their cell 
phone confiscated and 
returned at the end of 
the school day. With 
this strict rule in place, 
it’s hard to imagine 
any teacher allowing 
texting in class. How-
ever, starting this No-
vember, texting in class 
was not only allowed, 
it was encouraged.

Every year, the 102.5 
radio station hosts a 
competition known as 
the KZOK Battle of the 
Bands. This contest’s 
goal is to showcase the 
talents of school bands 
across Washington. 
Starting in Novem-
ber, students could 
use their cell phones 
in class, with their 
teacher’s permission, 
to send in their vote 
for the Lake Stevens 
High School band. On 
December 16th, after 
the votes are tallied, 
the ten schools amass-
ing the most votes will 
appear before a panel 
of judges, who will 
then review the mu-
sical abilities of each 
band and determine 
the winners. Last year, 
Lake Stevens came 

in seventh out of 33 
schools.

“We have a really 
good chance to take 
first this year,” said 
Band Director Neil 
Proff. “There’s a lot of 
folks I think we’ll do 
a lot better than, be-
cause we’ve shown 
more effort and cre-
ativity.”

 The first place win-
ner will win $10,000 
for that school’s band 
program, with a $5,000 
prize for second place 
and pizza parties for 
third through seventh 
place. The prize mon-
ey would greatly aid 
the school band. Mr. 
Proff expects a surge 
in band members in 
the following years 
and will use the prize 
money towards pur-
chasing brand new in-
struments. 

To show the judg-

ing panel their musical 
skills, the contestants 
must send in a music 
video of their perfor-
mance.

“I think we have a 
better chance than last 
year, because our play-
ing is as great as ever, 
and our video is more 
creative,” explained 
senior band member 
Taya Morgan.   

Lake Stevens has 
chosen to record their 
rendition of Jimi Hen-
drix’s “All Along the 
Watchtower” cover. 
Band member Gary 
Plunkett shot the vid-
eo and spent nearly 
two weeks editing the 
video.

“He did an immense 
amount of work, and 
we owe the video to his 
hard work,” said Proff. 
“The video is made to 
be a little cheesy, but 
it’s still pretty cool.”

 The video depicts 
the band engaging in 
a magical music brawl 
against Jimi Hendrix 
and his mystical guitar 
skills. 

Anyone can view 
this battle of epic pro-
portions, as well as 
the submitted videos 
of the other contes-
tants, by going to the 
Rockwood Fire Pizza’s 
website.

Students at Lake Stevens put away their razors
by Isabel Kowacz

Opinion Editor

A beloved tradition known as “No Shave November” has made its 
way to Lake Stevens. During the month of November, guys and gals 
boycott razors and let their hair grow as part of the tradition. 

The origin of “No Shave November” is unclear, but there are a few 
reasons why people choose to participate. One reason guys partici-
pate in “No Shave November” just for the experience.

“I just wanted to try it, basically I just did it for fun,” said senior 
Skye Defalco.

Another reason males participate in “No Shave November” is to 
flaunt their testosterone. 

There is also the feeling of good old competition between friends 
to see who can grow the best facial hair. 

 Participants of “No Shave November” put away the razors and 
shaving cream and go all natural generally starting from November 
1st until the 30th. 

This is a flexible deadline, considering that the tradition is really 
focused on simply not shaving for one whole month.

“I actually started three days before November and ended three 
days early, I wanted to shave before my birthday,” said Defalco.

On a related, more serious, note, not only is the month known as 
No Shave November, but it’s also known as Movember. 

Movember is a combination of moustache and November. Men 
grow moustaches to raise awareness for prostate cancer. Movember 
was started in response to October being Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month. 

(left) Senior Brandon Red-
deman, (right) junior Austin 
Hartlage, (bottom) and junior 
Thomas Toline(bottom) show 
off their November stubble.

 Photos by Courtney Jardin

No Shave November 
participants let their hair grow 

     Many have seen 
the famous play, 
The Nutcracker. 
This year, a stu-
dent at Lake Ste-
vens High School 
will take the 
stage in the well-

known ballet. 
Sophomore Kris-
ten Hoffman will be 
a part of the Olym-
pic Ballet The-
atre’s in Edmonds 
rendition of The 
Nutcracker.

Hoffman start-
ed dancing when 
she was a young 
girl.

“[I started 
dancing] probably 

after going to The Nut-
cracker with my mom. I 
remember saying, “Mom, 
I wanna do that,’” said 
Hoffman. “My mom has 

definitely been my big-
gest inspiration when it 
comes to my dancing.” 

In The Nutcracker, Hoffman will play a va-
riety of lead roles. 

“I will play Spanish lead, lead marzipan, 
lead flower and all the girls in the core will 
play snowflakes,” said Hoffman.

Although The Nutcracker is one of the most 
popular ballets, it is not Hoffman’s first pro-
fessional play. 

“I was in Swan Lake in 2009. I was also in 
Hansel and Gretel in the spring of 2010. These 
plays were through the Pacific Northwest 
Ballet company,” said Hoffman. 

In addition to professional ballets, Hoff-
man has also participated in school talent 
shows. She plans to participate in the talent 
show this year as well.

“I went to the talent show at Cavelero. Kris-
ten did a ballet piece on pointe, it was just 
graceful. I definitely plan to see her perform 
in The Nutcracker. My family goes every year 
as a tradition, so this year it will have a little 
twist,” said sophomore Kirsten Mendes about 
her experiences watching Hoffman dance. 

Hoffman spends three hours daily on aver-
age practicing her ballet. As the date comes 
closer to the show, Hoffman practices around 
four or five hours each day.

“People don’t realize how much work goes 
into dance,” said Hoffman. 

The first performance for Olympic Ballet 

Theatre’s The Nutcracker was held on No-
vember 21st at The Byrnes Performing Arts 
Center. 

“Performing is the best part about being in 
the play,” said Hoffman. “People get to see my 
fire.”

For those who would like to get more into 
the holiday cheer and watch Hoffman per-
form there are still many opportunities.

Hoffman and the Olympic Ballet Theatre 
will perform at the Everett Performing Arts 
Center on both December 11th and 12th. On 
the 11 the company will perform at 2:00  p.m. 
and 7:00 p.m.

The curtains will rise at 2:00 p.m. on De-
cember 12th. Another chance to see this ver-
sion of The Nutcracker will be on December 
18th and 19th. These performances will be 
held at the Edmonds Center for Arts.

On the 18th there will be two opportunities 
to see the show. The first showing will be at 
2:00 p.m. and the second at 7:00 p.m.

The very last opportunity to watching 
Hoffman perform will be on December 19th. 
The final curtain call will be at 3:00 p.m. 

For tickets go to www.brownpapertickets.
com.  To learn more about the Olympic Ballet 
Theatre go to www.olympicballet.com. 

“Come see me, I would love to have an au-
dience,” said Hoffman.

Sophomore Kristen Hoffman lights up the stage in The Nutcracker
by Hannah Bartow

Sports EditorAs Christmas nears, Hoffman dances in Pyotr Tchaikovsky’s famous ballet

To vote, text 
ROCK19 to 24300

You can vote up 
to ten times a day.

Voting ends
 December 15th

Photo courtesy of Amy Hoffman


