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About Our Students
At Skyline we are safe, fair, kind and respectful. 
Our students come to school ready to learn and to 
encourage others to be successful, because at Skyline 
learning comes first. We believe that every student is 
capable and deserving of the best possible educational 
program. Our students, parents and staff are working 
in partnership to ready our students to succeed in 
the 21st century. Using “The Leader in Me” as our 
background, critical skills and characteristics are 
developed such as:

• Strong work ethic

• Effective interpersonal skills

• Sense of teamwork

• Motivation and initiative

• Problem-solving skills

• Goal setting

We strive to design programs that connect families 
with their school community.

Academic Focus and Goals
Reading: Each grade level has a daily intervention 
and enrichment hour. During this time small group 
instruction is utilized to provide more individualized 
learning. Reading groups allow some students to work 
at a more accelerated pace while others can work on 
the basic skills they need. Students may also receive 
additional support from a team of paraeducators in 
targeted areas. We also provide a before and after 
school reading program designed specifically for 
students who need extra help. Additionally, teachers 
read higher level books to students for discussions. 
This gives all students an opportunity to use higher 
level thinking skills and strategies to discuss and 
understand stories and articles.

Math: Lessons will be hands-on and inquiry driven. 
Students will learn how to represent solutions and 
explain their thinking. This approach helps each 
student develop problem-solving and reasoning 
skills. Students will make sense of mathematical 
problems through drawings, math talk (or conceptual 
language) and real-world examples. Assignments 
and tasks will be differentiated to match the needs of 
each student. All students will have the opportunity 
to use TenMarks, an online math program, both at 
school and at home. This program provides additional 
instruction and practice at each student’s current level. 
For students who need additional attention we will 
also provide a before and after school extended day 
math program.
 
Writing: Teachers provide students with a balanced 
approach to writing. Our goal is for our students to 
write clearly and effectively in a variety of forms and 
for different purposes. Students will write detailed 
narratives about real or imagined experiences. They 
will respond to informative texts and convey their 
ideas and information clearly. They will also be 
challenged to share an opinion and support it using 
valid reasoning and relevant evidence. Our students 
will understand and use the writing process to become 
expressive and informative writers.

How You Can Help
Skyline is full of volunteers who work with our staff to 
strengthen the educational experience of our students. 
You will see our hallways full of parents, grandparents 
and community members who are working one-on-
one with students; reading with small groups; tutoring 
and helping in any way they can. You will also see 
our volunteers assisting in classrooms, working to 
prepare materials, or on the playground. Our WATCH 
D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great Students) Program is strong 
and enjoyed by the students and dads. We ask all of 
our dads to consider volunteering one day during the 
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year to support our students in the classroom, at 
lunch, at recess and in our hallways. We encourage 
our parents to participate as much as possible at 
Skyline. We love our volunteers!

At home, you can help by supporting your child’s 
learning. We have online programs that parents 
have found helpful in enhancing their child’s 
learning. Our students can access TenMarks or 
Reflex math to help them practice the math skills 
they are learning in class. Kindergarten through 
second-graders can also log onto Wonders, a 
reading curriculum taught through reading 
games. Parents are also able to use Family Access 
in Skyward to see their child’s assignments and 
academic progress.

All families are encouraged to be actively engaged 
in their child’s learning by attending parent 
conferences; serving on the PTA and school and 
district committees; communicating frequently 
with school personnel; and monitoring their 
child’s progress and attendance. Special programs 
are also developed and in place to make school an 
inviting place for our Spanish-speaking families.

About Our Staff
Skyline has 41 certificated teachers and support 
professionals, assisted by 28 paraeducators 
and support staff, guided by one principal. 
Additionally, all district buildings are also 

supported by custodians, grounds, maintenance 
and technology personnel. On average Skyline 
teachers have more than 14 years of teaching 
experience and more than 75 percent have a 
master’s degree. All paraprofessionals and all 
classroom teachers meet the highly qualified 
designation as outlined by the federal No Child 
Left Behind law. 

About Our School Building
Skyline was built in 1992 on a 10+ acre site that is 
located behind Lake Stevens Middle School. The 
practical capacity for Skyline is 610 students. There 
are currently 584 students attending kindergarten 
through fifth-grade. Skyline has 25 classrooms, 
a multipurpose room, library, a music room and 
four portable classrooms. The main corridors 
in the classroom wings are wide, carpeted and 
outfitted with whiteboards for the purpose of small 
group instruction. The total building size is 41,462 
square feet.

About Our Financial Resources
For the 2017-18 fiscal year the general fund budget 
revenue totals $102 million. The school board 
has directed the district to maintain a minimum 
budgeted ending fund balance of 5 percent of 
expenditures that is necessary to accommodate 
normal cash flow.

Approximately 79.3 percent of the revenue comes 
from the state for basic education and special 
programs. The state provides an average of $7,125 
per full time student to Lake Stevens School 
District. All I-728 (class size) funding has been cut 
from the state budget, however there is some class 
size reduction revenue for grades K-3.

A total of 15.4 percent of the revenue comes 
from the citizens of the community through the 
levy of voter approved taxes and various fees and 
donations.

Approximately 84.6 percent of the expenditures 
are used for payment of salaries and benefits for 
the employees of the district. The balance of the 
expenditure budget is used in the areas of supplies 
and materials, purchased services, capital outlay 
and travel.

State and District Assessment Plan
Last spring, third- through eighth-graders and 
10th- and 11th-graders took the new Smarter 
Balanced Assessment (SBA) in English Language 
Arts and math. Lake Stevens School District’s 
students outperformed their peers statewide in 
all assessed categories. Assessment scores also led 
other Snohomish County school districts in the 
majority of tested areas.

To view detailed assessment results and reports, 
visit the district “Publications & Reports” Web 
page and click on “Washington State Report Card.” 
From there you can sort information by school.
 

State scores are not the only source of information 
used to measure student achievement. In Lake 
Stevens, we focus as heavily, if not more so, on 
frequent, formative, classroom-based assessments 
that help guide instruction. Information gained 
from SBA results and other district and classroom-
based assessments and activities help our 
educators plan and guide instruction.

Teachers and teacher teams engage in careful 
study of the student achievement data that comes 
from these state and district assessments. Each 
school has a Data Team made up of building 
teachers, support staff, instructional coaches, and 
administrators that analyze data around student 
performance and monitor student progress. 
Administrators and teachers use this data to 
make instructional decisions and changes when 
needed. The district has continued its professional 
development work around data and differentiation 
to help meet the academic needs of each student 
and will continue to do so in the years to come.

Parents and guardians can use assessment data 
to identify where their child is on the continuum 
of learning as he or she advances towards being 
career and college ready upon graduation. This 
data can also help parents and guardians provide 
support for further learning for their child(ren).

Supplementary Programs
The following data reflects the percentage 
of students benefiting from supplemental 
programs: 

• Free or Reduced Meals 36.7%
• Special Education 20.5%
• Transitional Bilingual 8.0%
• Average Class Size  24

Student Ethnic Composition
• Asian 3.0%
• Black/African American 1.7%
• Hispanic/Latino of any race(s) 19.0%
• White  66.5%
• Two or More Races 9.7%
 
(Totals will not equal 100)

www.lkstevens.wednet.edu/publications


